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PUBLISHEES’ NOTE 


It slioiild be noted that many of the monuments and 
sites of excavations m Egypt, Mesoxiotamia, Persia, and 
Kurdistan described m this volume have been visited 
by the authors m connection with them own work in 
those countries. The greater number of the photo- 
graphs here pubhshed were taken by the authors them- 
selves. Them thanks are due to M. Ernest Leroux, of 

\ 

Paris, for his kmd iiennission to reproduce a certam 
number of jilates from the works of M. de Morgan, illus- 
tratmg his recent discoveries m Egypt and Persia, and 
to Messrs. W. A. Mansell & Co , of London, for kmdly 
allowing them to make use of a number of photographs 
issued by them. 
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The present volume eontams an account of the most 
important additions which have been made to our 
knowledge of the ancient history of Egypt and Western 
Asia durmg the few years which have elapsed since the 
pubhcation of Prof. Maspero’s Histoire Ancienne des 
Peuples de V Orient Classique, and mcludes short de- 
scriptions of the excavations from which these results 
have been obtamed. It is m no sense a connected and 
contmuous history of these countries, for that has al- 
ready been written by Prof. Maspero, but is rather 
intended as an appendix or addendum to his work, 
briefly recapitulating and describing the discoveries 
made since its appearance. On this account we have 
followed a geographical rather than a chronological 
system of arrangement, but at the same time the at- 
tempt has been made to suggest to the mind of the 
reader the historical sequence of events. 

At no period have excavations been pursued with 
more energy and activity, both in Egypt and Western 
Asia, than at the present time, and every season ^s work 
obliges us to modify former theories, and extends our 
knowledge of periods of history which even ten years 
ago were unknown to the historian. A new chapter 
has been added to Egyptian history by the discovery of 
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tlio Neolithic culture of the pmnitive Egyptians, while 
the recent excavations at Susa are revealing a hitherto 
totally unsuspected epoch of proto-Elamite civiliza- 
tion Eurther than this, we have discovered the rehes 
of the oldest historical kings of Egypt, and we are now 
enabled to reconstitute from material as yet unpub- 
lished the mter-relations of the early dynasties of Baby- 
lon Important discoveries have also been made with 
regard to isolated pomts m the later historical periods. 
We have therefore mcluded the more important of 
these m our survey of recent excavations and their 
results. The advances made m archieological research 
durmg the last eighteen months are well illustrated by 
Mr Theodore N Davis’ discovery of the tomb of Queen 
Tu, by Dr Wallis Budge’s pubbcation of the results of 
his excavations m the Sudan, by the completion of the 
Egypt Exploration Fund’s work at Dir el-Bahan, and 
by the find of cuneiform tablets, many of them written 
m the Hittite language, at Boghaz Koi m Asia Minor 
Such are the moat important discoveries recently made 
m Egypt and Western Ama. 

We would agam remmd the reader that Prof. Maa- 
pero’s great work must be consulted for the complete 
history of the period, the present volume bemg, not a 
connected history of Egypt and Western Asia, but a 
description and discussion of the manner m which re- 
cent discovery and research have added to and modified 
our conceptions of ancient Bgvptian and Mesopotamian 
civilization. 
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EGYPT AND MESOPOTAMIA 

In the Light of Recent Excavation and Research 

CHAPTER I 


THE DISCOVERY OF PREHISTORIC EGYPT 


J)URING the last ten years onr conception of the 
beginnings of Egyptian antiqinty has ] 3 rofoimdly 
altered. When Prof. Alaspero pnbhshed the &st vol- 
ume of his great Histoire Ancienne des Peuples des 
V Orient Classique, in 1895, Egyptian history, properly 
so called, still began with the Pyrarmd-builders, Sne- 
feru, Khufu, and Khafra (Cheops and Chephren), and 
the legendary hsts of earher kings preserved at Abydos 
and Sakkara were stdl quoted as the only source of 
knowledge of the tune before the lYth Dynasty. Of 
a prehistoric Egypt nothing was known, beyond a few 
flint flakes gathered here and there upon the desert 
plateaus, which might or might not tell of an age when 
the ancestors of the Pyramid-builders knew only the 
stone tools and weapons of the primeval savage. 

How, however, the veil which has hidden the begin- 
mngs of Egyptian civilization from us has been lifted, 
and we see things, more or less, as they actually were, 
unobscured by the traditions of a later day. Until the 
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Iflst few years nothing of the real beginnings of history 
in either Egypt or Mesojiofainm had been found, legend 
supphed the only material for the reconstruction of the 
earhest history of the oldest civilized nations of the 
globe. Nor was it seriously supposed that any rel- 
ics of prehistoric Egypt or Mesopotamia ever would 
be found The antiqmty of the known histoiy of these 
coimtnes already appeared so great that nobody took 
into considenttion the possibility of our discovermg a 
pr ehi storic Egypt or Mesopotamia, the idea was too 
remote from practical work. And further, civilization 
in these countries had lasted so long that it seemed more 
than probable that all traces of their prehistonc age 
had long smee been swept away Tet the possibihty, 
which seemed hardly worth a moment’s consideTation 
in 1895, IS m 1905 an assured reahty, at least as far as 
Egypt is concerned. Prehistoric Babylonia has yet to 
be discovered. It is true, for example, that at Mukay- 
yar, the site of ancient TJr of the Chaldees, bunals m 
earthenware cofims, m which the skeletons he m the 
doubled-up jiosition charactenstio of Neohthic mter- 
ments, have been found, but there is no doubt whatever 
that these are bunals of a much later date, belonging, 
qmte possibly, to the Parthian penod. Nothmg that 
may nghtfully be termed prehistoric has yet been 
found m the Euphrates valley, whereas m Egypt pre- 
histonc antiquities are now alm ost as well known and 
as wen represented m our museums as are the prehis- 
tonc antiqmtiea of Europe and Amenca. 

With the exception of a few palteohths from the sur- 
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face of the Syrian desert, near the Euphrates valley, 
not a single unplement of the Age of Stone has yet been 
found in Southern Mesopotamia, whereas Egypt has 
yielded to us the most perfect examples of the flmt- 
knapper’s art known, hmt tools and weapons more 
beautiful than the finest that Em’ope and America can 
show. The reason is not far to seek. Southern Meso- 
potamia IS an alluvial country, and the ancient cities, 
which doubtless mark the sites of the oldest settlements 
in the land, are situated m the alluvial marshy plam 
between the Tigris and the Euphrates ; so that all traces 
of the Neohthic culture of the country would seem to 
have disappeared, buried deep beneath city-mounds, clay 
and marsh. It is the same m the Egyptian Delta, a 
similar country; and here no traces of the prehistoric 
culture of Egypt have been found. The attempt to find 
them was made last year at Buto, which is known to he 
one of the most antique centres of civilization, and prob- 
ably was one of the earhest settlements m Egypt, but 
without success. The infiltration of water had made 
excavation impossible and had no doubt destroyed 
everything belongmg to the most ancient settlement. It 
is not gomg too far to predict that exactly the same 
thing will be found by any explorer who tries to dis- 
cover a Neolithic stratum beneath a city-mound of Baby- 
loma. There is httle hope that prehistoric Chaldea 
will ever be known to us. But m Egypt the conditions 
are different The Delta is like Babyloma, it is true; 
but in the Dpper Nile valley the nver flows down with 
but a thin border of alluvial land on either side, through 
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tho rocky and hilly desert, the dry Sahara, where ram 
falls but once m two or three years Antiqmties bnned 
m this soil m the most remote ages aro preserved mtact 
as they were first mterred, until the modem mvesti- 
gator comes along to look for them. And it is on the 
desert margm of the valley that the remains of pre- 
historic Egvpt have been found. That is the reason for 
their perfect preservation till our own day, and why 
we know prehistonc Egypt so weU. 

The chief work of Egyptian civilization was the 
proper irrigation of the alluvial sod, the turning of 
m arsh mto cultivated fields, and the reclamation of land 
from the desert for the purposes of agnculture Owmg 
to the rainless character of the country, the only means 
of obtaining water for the crops is hy irrigation, and 
where the fertilizmg Nile water cannot be taken by 
means of canals, there cultivation ends and the desert 
begins Before Egyptian civilization, properly so called, 
began, the valley was a great marsh through which 
the Nile found its way north to the sea. The half- 
savage, stone-usmg ancestors of the civdized Egyp- 
tians hunted wild fowl, crocodiles, and hippopotami m 
the marshy valley, but except m a few isolated settle- 
ments on convement mounds here and there (the fore- 
runners of the later villages), they did not hve there 
Then- settlements were on the dry desert margm, and 
it was here, upon low tongues of desert hill juttmg out 
mto the plam, that they buned then- dead Their 
simple shallow graves were safe from the flood, and, 
but for the depredations of gaokals and hyenas, here 
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tliey have remained mtact till our own day, and have 
yielded up to us the facts from which we have derived 
our knowledge of prehistoric Egypt. Thus it is that 
we know so much of the Egyptians of the Stone Age, 
while of them contemporaries m Mesopotanna we know 
nothmg, nor is anything further likely to be discov- 
ered. 

But these desert cemeteries, with their crowds of 
oval shallow graves, covered by only a few mches of 
surface soil, m which the Neohthic Egyptians lie 
crouched u^d with their flint implements and polished 
pottery beside them, are but monuments of the later 
age of prehistoric Egypt. Long before the Neohthic 
Egyptian hunted his game m the marshes, and here 
and there essayed the work of reclamation for the pur- 
poses of an nicipient agriculture, a far older race iu- 
habited the valley of the Nile. The written records of 
Egyptian civflization go back four thousand years be- 
fore Christ, or earher, and the Neohthic Age of Egypt 
must go back to a period several thousand years before 
that. But we can now go back much further still, to the 
Palseohthic Age of Egypt. At a time when Europe was 
still covered by the ice and snows of the Griacial Period, 
and man fought as an equal, hardly yet as a superior, 
with cave-bear and mammoth, the Palgeohthic Egyptians 
lived on the banks of the Nile. Their habitat was 
doubtless the desert slopes, often, too, the plateaus 
themselves; but that they lived entirely upon the 
plateaus, high up above the Nile marsh, is improbable. 
There, it is true, we And their flmt implements, the 



6 THE DISOOVESY OF PBEH18T0WC EGYPT 

great pear shaped weapons of the types of Cholles, St 
Acheul, and Le Moustier, types well known to aU who 
are acquainted with the flint implements of the “Dnft” 
in Europe And it is there that the theory, generally 
accepted hitherto, has placed the habitat of the makers 
and users of these unplemonts 

The idea was that m Palieobthic days, contemporazy 
with the Glacial Age of Northern Europe and America, 
the chzaate of Egypt was entirely different from that 
of later tunes and of toAay Instead of dry desert, the 
mountain plateaus bordering the Nde vallCy were sup- 
posed to have been then covered with forest, through 
winch flowed countless streams to feed the nver below 
It was suggested that remams of these streams were to 
he seen in the side ravines, or wadia, of the Nile valley, 
which run up from the low desert on the nver level 
into the lulls on either hand. These wadis undoubtedly 
show extensive traces of strong water action, they 
curve and twist as the streams found their easiest way 
to the level through the softer strata, th^ are heaped 
up with great water-worn boulders, they are hollowed 
out where waterfalls once fell They have the appear- 
ance of dry watercourses, exactly what any mountam 
bums would be were the water supply suddenly cut ofi 
for ever, the climate altered from ramy to eternal sun- 
glare, and every plant and tree blasted, never to grow 
again Actmg on the supposition that t h is idea was 
a correct one, most observers have concluded that the 
climate of Egypt m remote periods was very differ- 
ent from the dry, rainless one now obtaining To 
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provide the water for the wadi streams, heavy rainfall 
and forests are desiderated. They were easily supphed, 
on the hypothesis. Forests clothed the mountam pla- 
teaus, 'heavy rams fell, and the water rushed down to 
the Nile, darvmg out the great watercourses which 
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remam to this day, hearmg testmion^^ to the truth 
And the flints, which the Paljeohthic inhabitants of the 
plateau-forests made and used, still he on the now tree- 
less and sun-baked deseid sinTace. 

This IS certainly a very weak conclusion In fact, 
it seriously damages the whole argument, the water- 
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courses to the contrary notwithstanding The p alm - 
oliths are there They can be picked up by any visitor 
There they lie, great flmts of the Dnft types, just hke 
those found in the gravel-beds of England and Belgium, 
on the desert surface where they were made Un- 
doubtedly where they were made, for the places where 
they he are the actual ancient flin t workshops, where 
the flmts were chipped. Eveiywhere around are innu- 
merable flmt chips and perfect weapons, burnt black 
and patinated by ages of sunlight. We are takmg one 
particular spot m the lulls of Western Thebes as an 
example, but there are plenty of others, such as the 
Wadi esh-Shekh on the right bank of the Nile opposite 
Maghagha, whence Mr EL Seton-Karr has brought back 
specunens of flmt tools of all ages from the Palaohthio 
to the Neolithic periods. 

The Palfflohthic flmt workshops on the Theban hills 
have been visited of late years by Mr Seton-Karr, by 
Prof Bchwemfurth, Mr Allen Sturge, and Dr Blanck- 
enhom, by Mr Portch, Mr Ayrton, and Mr Hall The 
weapons illustrated here were found by Messrs Ha ll 
and Ayrton, and are now preserved m the Bnbsh Mu- 
seum. Among these flmts shown we notice two fine 
specimens of the pear-shaped type of SL Acheul, 
with cunouB adze-shaped implements of pmmtive 
type to left and right. Below, to the right, is a 
very primitive mstrument of OheUfian type, bemg 
merely a sharpened pebble Above, to left and nght, 
are two specimens of the cunous half-moon shaped 
mstmments which are charactenstie of the Theban flmt 
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From the desert plateau and slopes west of Thebes 




PALEOLITHIC HELIOS 


9 


field, and are hardly known elsewhere. All have the 
beautiful brown patina, which only ages of sunburn can 
give. The “ poignard ” type to the left, at the bottom 
of the plate, is broken off short. 

In the smaller illustration we see some remarkable 
types* two scrapers or 
kmves with strongly 
marked “ bulb of per- 
cussion ” (the spot 
where the fiint-knapper 
struck and from which 
the flakes flew off), a 
very regular coup~de~ 
poing which looks al- 
most hke a large arrow- 
head, and on the right 
a much weathered and 
patmated scraper whicli 
must be of immemorial 
age. This came from 
the top plateau, not 
from the slopes (or subsidiary plateaus at the head of 
the wadis ') , as did the great St. Acheuhan weapons. The 
circular object is very remarkable* it is the half of the 
rmg of a “ morphohth ” (a round flmty accretion often 
found m the Theban limestone) which has been split, 
and the spht (flat) side carefully bevelled. Several of 
these mterestmg objects have been found in conj’unction 
with Palaeohthic implements at Thebes. No doubt the 
flmts he on the actual surface where they were made. 



r\L:EOLITHIO IMPLEMENTS 
From Man, March, 1905 
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No later 'water action has swept them away and cov- 
ered them with gravel, no later human habitation has 
hidden them with successive deposits of soil, no gradual 
deposit of dust and rubbish has buned them deep 
They he as they were left m the far-away Palaiohthic 
Age, and they have lam there till taken away by the 
modem explorer 

But this is not the case ivith all the Paheobthic flmts 
of Thebes In the year 1882 Maj -Gen. Pitt-Eivers 
discovered Paheohthic flints m the deposit of diluvial 
detritus which hes between the cultivation and the 
mountai n s on the west bank of the Nile opposite Luxor 
Many of these are of the same type as those found on 
the surface of the mountam plateau which hes at the 
head of the great ipadt of the Tombs of the Kings, while 
the dilu'vial deposit is at its mouth The stuff of which 
the detntus is composed evidently came ongmally from 
■the high plateau, and was washed doivn, inth the flmts, 
m ancient times. 

This IS qmte conceivable, but how is it that the flmts 
left behmd on the plateau remam on the onginal an- 
cient surface T How is it conceivable that if (on the 
old theory) these plateaus were m Paheohthic days 
clothed with forest, the Paheobthic flmts could even m 
a smgle instance remam undisturbed from Paheohthic 
tunes to the present day, when the forest m which they 
were made and the forest soil on which they reposed 
have entirely disappearedf If there were woods and 
forests on the heights, it would seem impossible that 
we should find, as we do, Pnlceohthic implements lymg 
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in situ on tlie desert surface, around the actual manu- 
factories where they were made. Yet if the constant 
rainfall and the vegetation of the Libyan desert area 
in Palaeolithic days is all a myth (as it most probably 
is), how came the embedded palaeohths, found by G-en. 
Pitt-Rivers, in the bed of diluvial detritus which is 
apparently debris from the plateau brought down by 
the Palaeohthic wadi streams? 

Water erosion has certainly formed the Theban 
wadis. But this water erosion was probably not that 
which would be the result of perenmal streams flowmg 
down from wooded heights, but of torrents like those 
of to-day, which fill the wadis once m three years or 
so after heavy rain, but repeated at much closer mter- 
vals. We may iu fact suppose just so much difference 
in meteorological conditions as would make it possible 
for sudden ram-storms to occur over the desert at far 
more frequent intervals than at present. That would 
account for the detritus bed at the mouth of the wadij 
and its embedded flmts, and at the same tune mamtain 
the general probabihty of the idea that the desert pla- 
teaus were desert in Pal^ohthic days as now, and that 
early man only knapped his flints up there because he 
found the flmt there. He himself lived on the slopes 
and nearer the marsh. 

This new view seems to be much sounder and more 
probable than the old one, maintained by Plmders 
Petrie and Blanckenhom, according to which the high 
plateau was the home of man in Palgeolithic times, when 
“ the rainfall, as shown by the valley erosion and water- 
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fulls, must liave caused an abundant vegetation on the 
plateau, where man could live and hunt his game ” ’ 
Were this so, it is patent that the PaliBohthic flmts could 
not have been found on the desert surface as they are 
Mr H J L Beadnell, of the Geological Survey of 



DPPB* Dtmtr whxm pai^olithio ucpujidti am TOtnro 

Tbebca 1,400 f«et •boro the 


Egypt, to whom we are indebted for the promulgation 
of the more modem and probable view, says “ la it 
certam that the high plateau was then clothed with 
forests < What evidence is there to show that it differed 
m any important respect from its present aspect? And 
if, as I snggest, desert conditions obtained then as now, 

1 Petrie, Nagoda aad Ballati p» 40 
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and man merely worked Ins flmts along the edges of 
the plateaus oveiiookmg the Nile valley, I see no rea- 
son why flmt implements, datmg even from Palseohthic 
times, should not m favourable cases still be found m 
the spots where they were left, surrounded by the 
flakes struck off m manufactm’e. On the flat plateaus 
the occasional rams which fall — once m three or four 
years— can effect but httle transport of material, and 
merely lower the general level by dissolvmg the under- 
lymg limestone, so that the plateau surface is left with 
a coatmg of nodules and blocks of msoluble flmt and 
chert. Flmt imj)lements might thus be expected to 
remam m many locahties for mdefimte periods, but 
they would certainly become more or less ‘ patmated,^ 
]ntted on the sm’face, and rounded at the angles after 
long exposure to heat, cold, and blown sand.^’ This is 
exactly the case of the Palgeolithic flmt tools from the 
desert plateau. 

We do not know whether Palseohthic man m Egypt 
was contemporary with the cave-man of Europe. We 
have no means of gaugmg the age of the Palseohthic 
Egyptian weapons, as we have for the Neolithic period. 
The historical (dynastic) penod of Egyptian annals 
began with the uniflcation of the kingdom under one 
head somewhere about 4500 b c. At that time copper 
as well as stone weapons were used, so that we may 
say that at the beginning of the historical age the 
Egyptians were hvmg m the “ Chalcohthic ” period. 
We can trace the use of copper back for a considerable 
period anterior to the beginning of the 1st Dynasty, 
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SO that ivo shall probably not be far wrong if we do not 
bring down the close of the purely Neobthic Age in 
Egypt— close of the Age of Stone, properly so called 
— later than + 5000 n o How far back m the remote 
ages the transition period between the Pabeobthic and 
Neobthic Ages should be placed, it is utterly impossible 
to say The use of stone for weapons and implements 
contmued m Egypt as late as the tune of the NTT t.h 
Dynasty, about 2500 - 2000 b a But these XTT tb Dy- 
nasty stone implements show by their forms how late 
they are m the lustoiy of the Stone Age The axe 
heads, for instance, are m form mutations of the copper 
and bronze axe heads usual at that period, they are 
stone imitations of metal, instead of the originals on 
whose model the metal weapons were formed. The 
flmt implements of the Xllth Dynasty were a canons 
survival from long past ages After the tune of the 
Xnth Dynasty stone was no longer used for tools or 
weapons, except for the sacred nte of makmg the first 
incision in the dead bodies before beginnmg the opera- 
tions of embabnmg, for this purpose, as Herodotus tells 
us, an “ Ethiopian stone ” was used Th is was no 
doubt a knife of flmt or chert, like those of the Neo- 
hthic ancestors of the Egyptians, and the contmued use 
of a stone kmfe for this one purpose only is a very 
mterestmg instance of a ceremonial survivaL We may 
compare the wigs of British judges 

We have no specimen of a flmt knife which can defi- 
mtely be asserted to have belonged to an embalmer, but 
of the archaistio flin t weapons of the AJ-lth Dynasty 
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civili«ed world Their power waa broken by the TnrlcB, 
in the middle of the sixth century after they had 
devastated both Europe and Northern India. 

Harsha who came to the throne m A.D 606 restored 
and somewhat enlarged on the east the Gnpta Fmpire 
but it woa less in Bajpntana Hia rule was much 
approved by Hiuen Taang who visited India 030 and 
044 but it did not roaoh the level of the Gupta ndraini 
atration After many years of War, Harsha was more 
or loss attracted to Bnddhism by Hinen Tsang and was 
fond of religions debate*, a fondness shared by his 
widowed sister who attended them with him and was a 
most learned lady He died in ad 018 After his death, 
Adityasena of the Gupta dynasty iierformcd the liorso- 
sacrifice, for no very definite reason known to history 
there is no record of nnj later performance thereof. 
Sixty f< ar years after Harsha s death in A D 710-11, 
the Ambs from Bassomh— whohad congnored Muknmm 
(Balnolostau) and woro sottlcil thoro by A D 044 — nndir 
Mnliammad Ben Kasini orosaod the Indus ovormn 
Sindh which wnn hidd by Mosalmana thorcnfler and 
advanced into Ihijputnna ^oniipBappa a lad of 15 
n Mon of Chittoor led an ami> against thorn and 
defeated thorn bnt the Crescoiit of Islam had rwn 
over India s honion a Vow Em liad begun 

Before parsing on into the Mnhainmadan invasions, 
it IS well to pans* at tliw point for a moment for 
western histonans Imre faileil to note the gtncml 
pro3pont> and impiitnc^ of the Indian |>opnlations 
pave where such incuniioiis as the nomads and Hum 
tcmpomnly mvaged a part of thr countrj Tlip> liave 
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glanced lightly over the wealth, the trade, the happiness 
of the masses of the people, during an acknowledged 
period, fiom Semnamis to Muhammad Grhon, of 3,000 
yeais — to say nothing of the “untold oentuiies” 
beyond — and hare fixed then gaze on the local wars. 
Ignoring the vast accumulation of wealth, which proved 
that the industrial hfe and prosperity of the people went 
steadily on, unaffected by temporary and local disturb- 
ances, in a huge stream of content and progress If this 
be compared with the state of Germany before the 
Peasants’ War, with the state of France before the 
gi eat Revolution, western nations may begin to realise 
that eastern nations may have something to say for 
themselves, and that the “ blessings” of foreign 
occupation are not fully recognised in India 

A very striking illustration of this was the seventy- 
five days’ festival of Harsha, in A D 644, held at the con- 
fluence of the Ganga and Jumna at Pi ayag (Allahabad) , 
at which Hiuen Tsang was present Harsha had held 
such a festival eveiy five yeais foi thirty years, “in 
accordance with the custom of his ancestors,” to distri- 
bute among ascetics, religious oiders and the pool, 
the accumulations ofuealth of the 'preceding Jii e yeai s 
I About half a million of people assembled, gifts weie 
distiibuted on the first three days in the name of the 
Buddha, the Sun, and Shiva , on the fourth day, to 
10,000 Buddhist monks, who each received 100 gold 
coins, a pearl and a cotton garment, then, for twenty 
gifts to Brahmanas, for ten days to “ heretics ” , for 
a month to the pool, destitute and orphans Harsha 
gave everything, except horses, elephants and aimy 
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oqmpmentK^ down to hw perBOoal jewels. And this 
was done every five years. The great festival is still 
held every twelfth year hut there is no King Harsha 
and no distribution of gifts. Nor if there wore sooh 
a Monarch conld the country support such quin 
qnenninl nccumnlations Only a huge and well to-do 
manual labour class conld have rendered poasiblo the 
great trading mnnufnctunug and commercial clnsw?* 
who existed at the coming of the Blast India Company 
history confirms the^ facta- The Emperora Kings and 
Chiefs wore cnorroously wealthy beennse they niled a 
wealthy people and nurtured thoir pn>pont} Whon 
Sir M jlliam Hunter wrote 10000 000 of the people 
never bad a full meal ” and a larger nmnbor ore in 
that condition to-day 

So long 03 the wars wore intomecme betneon 
Hindu Kiogiloin-s tlio caste system confined the fight 
mg to the Kshattnja (militarj) order theunucrsnl 
T'afiohn>*at8 of the village orgniasation carried on 
smoothly thonll important \ullngehfo and Iliuen Tsang 
notes that villagers quietly went on with thi ir agncul 
tnrnl work wlnle n Imttic was procetsling close hj it 
was the pohej of tlm c mtonding Chiefs to aafi guard tin 
poasnntrj on whose labour dependeil the prosjK'ntj 
of the land they ho|>e<I to rule Onlj miders like the 
Huns d<\nstnted and thi ir devastationn wen local 

How much the onlinarj hf<* runs on with little 
change nui»’ U jadgisMiy u mpanng life in Malalnr 
tfMlay with Mnno l«I( « <lo<rnption of wlmt )u 
oh et^ed in the vame ili tnct then Kimln in \ n 
121*2. Ill Mid that the people wear hut ono cl )lh 
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Women bum tbemselves with then dead husbands 
Many woislnp the cow 'J'hey rub their houses with 
cow-dung and sit on the ground They chew “ tembal ” 
(Pei Sian for “ betel Cad (Caiij al in Tinnevelly) 
is a gieat and noble city wheie touch all ships fiom the 
west Coilnm (Quilon) pioduces ginger, pepper and 
fine indigo No corn is giown, only rice Gozuiat 
(Gruiarat) produces pepper, ginger, indigo and cotton, 
and manufactuies beautiful mats Tannah (near 
Bombay) exports leather, buckiam and cotton, 
and imports gold, silver, copper and othei ai tides 
Fine buclcrams seem to have been very largely ex- 
ported Othei tiavellers m the 14th, 15th and 16th 
centuries give similar testimony Indians trade for 
thousands of 3 '-eais was enormous, and Pliny the Elder 
in his Nairn al Eistoi y (about A D 77) ^ complains that 
the annual diain of gold from the Roman Erapiie 
to India, Aiabia, and Cliina, was never less than 
100,000,000 sestercia, “ giving back hei own wares in 
exchange, which aie sold at fully one hundied times 
their prime cost ” “ That is what our luxuries and 

women cost us,” says he sardonically ° 

Islam in India 

A new element now enters into Indian history, an 
element which is still only m process of assimilation. 

Edition Maylioff, Leipzig, 1906, Bk VI, p 101 The readings 
vary, some giving 600 x 100,000=60,000,000, others 66,000,000, as 
adopted in the Impei lal Oaeetteei 

^ The Imperial Gazetteer of the Indian Umpire allots 65,000,000 
of this 100,000,000 to India, from another reading, and reckons this 
at £458,000 This calculation again is vitiated by the fact that the 
value of the sestercinm varied from 2 1 to 2 4 jience 



XXIV 


ITOW ISDU. WBOUQHT FOB FREEDOM 


Tcbicli cauecd inevitably disturbance and much evil 
feeling on both ndea but brought to the building of 
the Indian Nation most precious materials, enriching 
the Nationality and adding new aspects to its many 
fnccd splendour Aa “Saxon and Norman and 
Dane ” to say nothing of other elements, arc the 
English and as fnghsh and Scotch and Insh 
are forming one Kingdom the Irish after eight 
hnndred years yot nnossiroilated so m India 
Indians, Persians (Parals) and StusahnAns are not 
jit wholly one Nation though becoming one 
with great mptditj Wo must now as rongblj as 
before trace the outline of this Muhammadan entrance 
into and Rxation in India up to this time n Hindu 
Nation 

W 0 have seen that the Arabs invaded and conquered 
Sindh early in the iighth century and were thrown 
back from Ihijputana bj Bnppm Rajpatana was n 
congeries of States, each with its own Clucf war 
loving chivalrous, andqnnmiling constantly with 
each other — a poor liamcr therefore against wnmors 
>f n faith nsting on one Prophet one l>ook and n 
swonl consecmteil to both The whole storj li one 
of liLPac incretlihle Valour rendLrt“<l futile hj cease 
1l*i« dis.'tcnsKins wlmh led to nngrj alliances with the 
connnon fot against the oatmngtHi brother 

A Kinpthiui coinpn mg the grenti r port of tla 
1 nnjnh ami tin uppir Indus was the first nftirtlu 
Rajput rtpuhe to fac* the Muslims when SaliuLtmm 
SuUfin of (lhatni Afghiim tun invaded India in A n 
and aft r some Irnttleu estahli liesl lilmsilf iti 
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Posliinsai lli‘' -Muluiiinn.ul, uudcnl JimIiiIIi tci n- 
tniy pc*vento(Mi tniitK hof^^c(’n \ I) 1001 and 1021, 
‘jf.ii liner in OcIoIjlm on a llnon niontlK’ innicli into tlio 
int(Mit>K and rotnining ^\llcn lie lind sah^'ficd liiinsolf 
^\ nil pltindei but holdinpr Lnlioio ‘'(ronfrlv from 1021 
lie died \ i) 1030 l^nc coniniic''; followed of 
ince^^-ant ‘'tingprle In the Mmpiic, biokon into pieces, 
eneli fiagnienf bad its Chief, lighliiig his neighboiii. 
'Phe iiile of the lliins seemed to Ian e bi ed di\ isions 
As the lobbcr llaions fought in Mni ope, alter tlu* 
bienhing np of the Constantinople Ihnpiro, so the 
clans and then Chiefs fought in India The in- 
vaders natiirallv look ad\antage of it, siding with 
eithei party, the weaker for piercionce, to dcstioy 
that we.ikei when the stiongor was crushed Pajput 
Chiefs, both 111 I^aiputoiia and Paipab, battled un- 
ceasingly against each other, and alas, w’lth Muslims 
against Ibiiputs, with varied fortunes, Piithvna] 
succeeded to the gadi of Delhi in ad 1164, rolled 
baok the Musalmnns, bioken, on Lahoie, but fought 
his last battle m 1193, the How^ei of Haiput chivalrj’' 
around him but some Bajputs against him, fought 
until the dead lay in swmthes on the field, 13,000 of 
them “ asleep, on the banks of the Ghuggur ” , and 
he, the daihng of the baids, seeking death, alas, 
in vain, was caught under his fallen horse, was 
taken prisoner, aiisAveied a taunt from liis captuiers 
wath a bitter jest, and was stabbed , the Hindu thione 
of Delhi Avas empty Tjie Pathan seated himself 
theieoii, luled, and set up other kingdoms in India, and 
fought, conqueied and Avas conquei ed , and so fieice 
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battles raged up and down the northern lands, with 
inroads from Afglmmatan and rival Muhammadan 
Chiefs and changes Pnthnns, Tartars, Mughals, until 
Bnbar and hia Turks and Mughals came in 1510 nud 
1520^ and 1624 and finolly fought the Imttlo of 
Panipat against Sultan Ibmbim Lodi the Pntlian in 
1626 and was proolaiinod Emperor of India at Uolhi 
the first of the great ^logub * 

Bnt we must turn asido for a moment, nud mii 
backwards to take a bird a eye-new of the south, 
whore later Musalauln and Hindu fonght for rule until 
the ^lamtha I or. or rose to dominance The \ndlim 
Kingdom had disappeared woknoa about AD 2d0 and 
the great table-land of tbo Deccan sonth of tho Jscr 
bndda, bc<.oni«.u agam the econo of pregnant liistory, 
when the CInof ut the Chalnk^as, or Solankis, a Itnjput 
Agnikiila clan coinioorod the Deccan and built a King 
dom about A D i-iO and rtigncd in \ atapi m the Ihjapur 
District glonouslj and well Jnncinturj thodjTiaatj 
Imd grown strong and famous, and tTchangodombaMics 
with Khosni II of Persia — as shown m a frvr^o in an 
Ajantn ca^o Munj lights with J ulln\asand otlicrw 
iiwl not detain us tnoiigh that the Chalukj a kingdom 
in the Di'ccan and Mahamshtm continucxl to A I) I lOOj 
just lioforu tho Piithan Mulianmiad Chon soattd 
himself on Ihllii throne A 1 nmlrod j ears latir in 
1291 tin Sultan Alii ml-din after tin Hack of Chittn^ir 
)n\odc<l till Divcaii and cni hid thi ( mln\ns who had 
succecilidthi Clmlukjas upUtookasraiiMonisix mnund 
of pi-arl^ two innunds of diniin nds nml oihir geiii<* 
(A roaund=-82 lb In 1 Wi eatm tho 



HlMOl.K'AL INTHODI.C’TION 




in\nj>uMi of his hoiifoiinnt M.ilik Knim, avIio ovorrnii 
tlio soutli, nj^ht «h*\\ii to K.uiiyslu ;n n, uhcM’o lie built a 
?iros(}iio, aiul lluMi lotuniocl \\honci' lu' canie , and in 
ISfG, south of the Krishna .nul i\os{ of the Ihinga- 
bh.idi.i in Cl , dniding it fiomthcChola Kingdom, loso 
tliG gio.u Hindu Kingdom of ^'l]a^ aiiag.ir, that held 
its own foi two oc'iituiios of piidi', despite the gunving 
power of the !^^usllm‘: 

Knbai w e le'^nme, of Tm ki lace, di'sceiidniit of Tamei- 
lanc. sat cnthioned in Delhi, the fonndei ot the splendid 
I^rugluil dynasty Two \eais after Ikimpat, a gi eat 
battle w. IS fought .it F.itehpui Sikii between the new 
Enipcioi and the Itaiputs, and he conqucied, only to 
die four 3 eais l.itci, in 1530 Then 11 um.nynn, his son, 
became Empeioi, but w'as diivcn out b}’’ a Pathan 
Chief, ,nid tied to Kand.ihar in 154-3, coming back in 
1555, foi Ills twel\c- 3 'cai old son, Akbai, conqueied 
the Pathan, and le-opcncd to liis father the gates of 
Delhi Akbai sncccoded to the tin one in 1556, to be 
India’s gientest j\ruliaminadan Empoioi , pei baps the 
onl}’- seiious stain upon Ins name — and be was then only 
fouiteeii 3 ''eais old — is the sack of Clnttoor in 1557 
So great was lie, so toleiant, tliat he welded togetliei 
Hindu and Musalmiin , Hindu Piincesses w'eie the 
inotlieis of tlie Empeiors Jehangii (Salim) and Shah 
Jalian, Rajputs w^eie geneials in Ins aimy, and mnns- 
tei s in bis State , the Rajput Man Smlia w^as Ins gi eatest 
genei al, R.ija Toda ilall Ins greatest unnistei Akbar’s 
dieam was a United India, and he lenewed the Empire 
of Oliandragupta Maurya, though some Rajput States 
defied him to the end He ‘Haid down the piinciple 
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that men of all faitlis were to be treated alike b} tbo 
law , be bad opened aU posts of antbontj to men of 
ability withont restnctiou of creed bo bud abolished 
tbe slavery of captives, the capitation tax on non 
MnsalmAns, and the tar on Hindu pilgrims Ho forbade 
tbe forcing of a widow to barn herself on berbusband s 
funeral pyre saneboned widow re-mamngo forbade 
child marriage ond the killing of animals for sacnfico ” 
He also laid down a land system which caused great 
content Tliree classes of land wore made ncconbng to 
fortilitj Tbo value of tbo prodneo was decided bj 
an a>erage of nineteen years. The ( oicmmont took 
ono-third for land rovonno and support of militm 
amounting to 22 mdlions storbng a >eQr tbe land tax 
bringing in from ICi to 171 roillions allothortaxoaworo 
abolished A sottloinent was made every ton > ears 
The b Diporor Johangir saccoedmg to the throne in 
lOOo did iiangbt to strengthen bis fathers work Imt 
ho did one thing pregnant with rum for Ins hoiw Hl 
1 013, ho gaNC ponnmHion to the b ngljsh t( 2 -trodi in his 
[dominions and factones wore cstnbljshcil m Siimt 
Cambay Gogo and \hinc^l>ad. Two jo^rs latii 
I Sir Tboiims llfXJ TMlIiio t > him ns nmba}-sa(lor~7rom 
I James I Ills land tar niiiotmteil to 17^ millioim 
! Shall Jalian 1027 l(k*8, iiiulcr whom, bj non con 
qucfets, tbo land tax Cfinio to 22 inillnnia, I'ontinai'd 
bis gmiulfntbi.r i policy mid hnd others followiMl m 
the stops of thine twain thert had liot n no Hindu 
Alusalroon question m nifH^ ni Indm Hiit Aumng/eh 
the destroyer succeciled and hus |«.PM*t.utioiis an I 
hiscrueltii-i drvrt Ins iubjccts into ixbclhon ** Vt bi^t 
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levolts bloke out on every side. Ins sons rebelled, 
debts accumulated, disorders of every kind aiose, and 
in 1706 be died, alone and miserable, amid tlie rums 
of the Einpiie lie bad shattered With his accession 
the hope of a United India vanished, and at his death 
the work of Akbai was desti oyed ” Materially his 
wealth was immense , his conquests added again to the 
land revenue, and raised it to 38 millions steilmg A 
bundled years later it was still £34,506,640 

In the year of Shah Jahan’s accession to the 
Imperial throne was born a child destined to lead in 
the shaking of the Mughal Power, it was Shiva]i, 
‘‘ crowned m Raigad iii 1674, as the Hindu Emperor, 
and the Maratha Kingdom of the South faced the 
Mughal Kingdom of the Noith ” ^ 

The State of the People 

During these centmies of war, raids and foiays, 
what was the condition of the people of noithein 
India'’ The answei comes tiom the travellers who 
observed it, fiom the merchants who struggled and 
intrigued for the right to exploit it They were bitterly 
prejudiced and speak of “heathen” and “ heathen 
customs,” but tney drove good bargains and bought, 
bought largely, to sell again at huge profits, and die 
in Europe, wealthy fiom then trading 

Berniei, in his letter to Colbert, complains, even 
more vigoiously than Pliny, seventeen centuries before, 
that “ this Hindustan is i^n abyss into wlnoh a gieat 

^ The extracts are fiom Children of the Motherland, pp 143, 145, 
1G5 
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part of tbe gold and silver of the world find* plenty 
of ways of going in from nil sides and hardly ono 
way out ” After a vind description of tho military 
strength of the great Mnghal ho epcakfl of hia 
immense treasures, gold and silver and joHollery, 
“ a prodigious quantity of pearls and precious stones 
of nil sorts one throne is all covered with thorn ’ 
Woman wear rings and anklets, chains ear nngs and 
noso-nngs most of all be raanLls o^or tho incroiliblo 
quantity of manufactured goods, ombroidcnos, strenk 
ed Bilks, tnfta of gold for tnrbons, silver and gold cloth, 
brocades network of gold ” — ho is evidently dnted 
lie can hartlly find words to describe the 1 mperor, with 
Ins golden turban iind Ins spm} of diamonds, and o 
mntchlPHs tupax tliat shono liko n bttlo sun and Ins 
Iiuge collar of rov.8 of pearls down to his woist nnd 
on and on for pages rnvenner desenbos him on 
similar linos with his so\ on thrones, and tho innml 
Ions peacock throne with the natnml colours of the 
poflcook 8 toil worked out in jewels vnln«l by hnn nt 
Of millions sterling he gives vrrj full descriptions of 
tho mnniifoctorcd goods Kostmbnsnr a Milage in 
tho kingtlom of llengal ” exported > i*nrl> 22 000 imics 
of silk weigliiiig **2,200000 iwunds nt IG or to the 
pound CanxtH of silk nnd gold snlins with streaks 
of gold nnd silvir t ndU*sJi lists of i x<iuiPit< works cf 
nnrtute ennwp^ ot}Hr cht>}cv ohiitn A nrt T)u 
facts speak for tli(m*wUcs It vms tins ononn ms 
wealth that drew h nnipi't ns to come liitlirr to shake 
tlu pngisln trei " the ♦•loni's enmod Imnk b) hticce^ 
ful shaki rs dn w ntherx t« tim g ddrii Inn 1 Tins wns 
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the cuuntrv of \\hicli Pliillinioio ^\lotc in tlie inidrlle 
of the ISth ccntuiy, that "the tlioppings oF hei soil 
fed di'^tnnt Xatioii'?’' 'J'o «:)i,nc' in tins iiiciedilile 
A\calth, the ni'^l Kinrlnh factono^ weic o^tahlisliod on 
tlic A\estei II co.i'it 

The pioof of India’s piospeiily nndci rndian nilo, 
^rnsalinan ii'^ ■well as IJimln, lies in Indni’s wealth 
n'he wais SCI. itched the coniitiy heie and theie, now 
and then, the pe.isants, artisans, ti.ideis, w'roiight in- 
dustriously e\eiywdieic, alwajs The iin ading raidois 
laid all waste, and travelleis come acioss such 
scene‘s and dosciibe them, as though they pictnied 
the noimal stato of the couiiti}* 'I'hey earned 
aw’a}’" enonnous wealth, but the pioduceis remained 
and piled it up again But when the Mus.ilm.uis 
settled down as i tileis, then owoi prospeiity depended 
on that of the people and they took wntli discrimina- 
tion Fiio/e of the Toghlak dynasty (a d 1351 — 1388), 
like Hindu Rulers before him, constructed great 
iirigation w'oiks, canals, etc It w^as this caie foi 
irrigation, chaiacteiistic of Indian Ruleis, wdiich 
gave such maivellous feitility to the soil thioiigh the 
centuiies Ever the immense foieign ti ade went on, 
enriching the land, and thej'' exported luxuiies and 
surplus, never the food w^anted to feed the people , 
that remained from the fat years against the lean 
A disadvantage of the sivift communication between 
Britain and India now is that the luleis no longei 
come to stay, but, under, the decencies of modem 
w'ays, gather wealth like the old i aiders, and like 
them carry it abioad foi enjoyment 
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The Maratha Covyedbrac^ 

I’ho Hon Mr Jushco Ranade, lu his small rolnme 
cm the of the Mamtha Totcrr has done more than 
any other writer to pqint ont the significance of the 
itnrathn story in the long history of India and to 
mako the reader feel its inspimtion and its teaching 
'\\'Tiile Dolhi ivns tbo neat of 'Mnghnl Power tho 
MnsalmAns in tho Deccan had made themsolros inde- 
pendent of It in A.D 1347 and had chosen Ala ud-din 
nasan ns King who founded tlio Baliftinani kingdom, 
which broke up from 1484 to 1572 into tho fi\o king 
doms of Ikmr Alunednagnr Bijapiir Bidnr and 
Colconda wliose quarrels with tho Delhi Finpire 
facilitated the breaking up of tho Mnsnlmftn domina 
tion Tlio nse of tho Mamthn Power nns proctxlctl h> 
a great Hindu Roiivnl Tnkamro A oman Pandit 
h^knath and llanidaa, tho Oiini of Slnmji were its 
inspimti )n Slmaji hiiasolf was a Mystic, matonaliseil 
int ) a man of action llis aim was tho building of a 
‘Nutn 11 his nioniis patnoti-un and union llisspint 
)ii<( aim hiH means ntx tliu spint, tho aim tlio means 
of tlie Not? im) ni India t >-dn> a Hindu Jltiiiial 

jirocetliHl the tiio<lern National movement its one aim 
IS India n Nation Ms ftnrtnt patnitLsm and Ms 
stniinj, ufttr nmon an its means to smnress 
Wlnre it differs fnun Ms fon-runncriH that insti’ad 
of fighting Bgiin t the Mii-uilmfins it welcomes thim 
ns a iKirt cf thi Nntirn instead of UMing tin sword M 
ns «en|*ou etIucatM\ji tin platform and the |ieii 
Shivnji s cartful orcam ntion of tht ( ivimnunt 
rvulN tho wirk (f (*hnn Imgiipta Mnnrjn first 
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came the Peshwa, or Piime Minister, then the 
Ministei of War (Senapati — Aimy Loidj, the Min- 
istei of Finance (Amatya) , the Accountant-Geneial 
(Pant Sachiv) , the Private Secietary (Mantii) , 
the Foieign Secietary (Suiuant) , the Minister of 
Eehgion (Panditiao) , the Chief Justice But it was 
Shivaji himself who cieated the new Maharash- 
tra, and made the men, who, aftei his death, 
bioke the Mughal power The building up of his 
great Kangdom fiom Surat in the noith to Hubli in 
the South, from the sea on the west to Berar, Golconda 
and Bijapur on the east, his coionation at Raipui in 
1674 as Padshaha, his recognition by the ruleis of 
Golconda and Bijapur as Susseram by the paying of 
tribute, his death in 1680 — all this may be read at 
leisure He died, but he had “ created a Nation,^’ 
and when Aurungzeb came in 1682 to ciush the 
Maiathas and tlie Musalmau Kingdoms, although 
he with his huge aimy carried eveiy thing before him, 
Sluvaji^s younger son, Rajaiam, i allied the Maratha 
leadeis round him, and began the gi’eat twenty-yeais’ 
War of Independence, at Ins death his nephew 
Shaku succeeded him and the War went on, till in 
1705 a tieaty was made, though not kept , Aurungzeb 
died two yeais later, broken-hearted, after a wai of 
25 years, which ended in failure Shaku was crowned, 
legaining his grandfathei ’s lealm Thus Svaiaj, 
“ own -1 ule,” was gained, and, after a peiiod of 
quail elling and unrest, Bal^,]! Vishvanath became the 
Peshwa of the Maratha Kingdom, and is called in 
Huntei’s histoiy and even in Ranade’s, the First 
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PeshwA, He it was who bound together the great 
ifaratha Chiefs, built up the Confederacy that last 
ed for a liandred jcara, that broke tlio Mughal 
Empire and practically mlotl India Balnji march 
ed to Delhi m 1718, and in tho next year coni 
polled the Emporor to reciigiiise tlio nght of Sliakn to 
a quarter and a tenth of the land revenue of tho 
Deccan (the ohoiith and aardcahmukti) and when ho 
woa succeeded in 1720 by his son Baji Ilao, ho loft tho 
Confedomoy so strong that it was able to extend its 
power gmdnalli under the second and third PcaliHjIs 
from Gujemt and Kathinwnr to Bt.ngnl and Onwm 
from Dellii to Mnhamshtra 

Tlio PeshwA at I oona roprewnted thy toiitro of tho 
grwit Confodcmc) tho Bhonsb Conoml was ot 
Noglinr Holkar was cit Iiitloro Sonidm at ( wohur 
tlie Gookirar at Ilaroila Flicso ri\o reprcsontoil thn 
five Afaratlift llmnche* each with its Chief Tlic great 
defeat of thi Miirathas at 1 anipat fighting against thi 
Afghans threa thorn back from tho extreme north 
but thc) regained their power there and hold the* 
Dolhi Emperor ns their puppet in ItWk In fact the 
Mnmthas ruh*<l Imhn (in\o where a new I’ower wan 
making its anj a I owtr again I which tin y hn ki nn 
tho power of tlio Musaliniitui had bniki n ngninst tlu in 
It was that rf Gnat Ilntain 

Tut British in Isdi\ 

lying and stmnp tms, th« stniggh hrlaropran 
luipiri in India fn ni Ih dojx win n lh» ^I^gtm! 
Kmptre ans m the heights of its sph inlmir tlinmgh tin* 
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Maiatlia ]^inpne, until the final trminpli of the Biitish 
Portuguese, Dutch, French, British— such the succes- 
sion of the foieign \entuies, with a gleam of Denmaik 
in 1620, of the Geinian Empire headed by Aiistiia, the 
“ Ostend Company^’ in 1722, of Prussia, the Emden 
Company in 1 744' — ghosts flitting a ci oss the Indian stage 
They were all seeking foi tiade It i\as a tiadeis’ war 
when they fought, the soldieis weie mo'^tlj’’ adventur- 
eis, Euiopean Groveinments looked on complacently 
and helped with .i few soldieis uoi\ and then But the 
flag followed tiade, not trade the flag And the fight- 
ing was tiadeis’ fighting lather than that of soldieis, 
not caieful of honoui, noi tieaty, but only of gain 
Bold iinscruimlous adventurers, they weietortlie most 
pait, the “ bad boj’-s ” of the family, like Olive Punth 
wiote a feaiful epitaph on “ John Company ” and his 
Climes, attm the Sepoj'- Wai, and when the Ciown 
took ovei the Empiie the Company had made, it 
marked the New Eia nith the noble iiioclaiUcition of 
Queen Victoiia, the Magna Caita of India But the 
making of that Empiie by the adveutuiers is a wonder- 
ful story of couiage, ciaft, unsciupulousness — were 
they not dealing with “heathen”^ — ability using to 
genius, as in Clive, and gieat administiatois aftei gieat 
soldieis At the beginning conquest was not thought 
of, no one made any pretence that he was here foi 
“the good of India” Quite fiankly, it was the 
immense wealth of India that lured them, wealth to be 
earned “home” for enjoyment, the “white man’s 
burden ” was golden The breaking up of the Mughal 
Empire and the quariels of Viceroys who became 
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lunps of Generals who became Chiefs, tli?*o gave the 
opportunit} Britain succeeded because she was the 
Power that held in her the moat fertile seed of free 
inFtittitions because she was on the ore of catablislung 
dcinocmtic Government on her own soil on the surest 
basis, so that while she might enthrall for n time 
nltniiatc freedom under her mlo was inontnblo 
Fmnce had behind her then only the traditions of 
tyranny the Bonrbona mled and noted (indm neo<lo<l 
for lior future a steady pressure that would wold lior 
into ouo Nation on n modem basis tlint she might 
become a tree Notion among the Tlio High 

Powers that guide the destinies of Nations saw Dntnin 
ns httest for this intormwliato and discipliunrj stage 

h^rly in the sixtoonth century the Portugnoso 
foniusl trading 8ottIomonts on the western const in 
Cnhont nnd ( m. Rnrly m tho seventeenth eontnrj 
the Dutch traded <u tho ensUm coasts establishctl 
ver> mnny fnetonos but finally sottlcsl down nfter 
many net situdes atrogglo* nntj battles in Jam etc^ 
tho Dntrh Indion” hranco l>ognn to iiihhlo in 1 *-T7 
ami ostablishcsl her lirst fnctonos in Snrnt nnd ( ol 
condft m KMIS nml in 1072 l»onght tho sitoofl mdl 
ola IT) shi inado a gptnt bid for an Indian f mpiro m 
tht oightoonth centur) through thogoniosof Dnphit 
chiiily and faiknl 

Dtiiniark wii stimsl to rivalry m 1012, and inadi 
an hji>>t India Cunipnn) but lu nr was stnnig on nigh 
for till fippin imirn N|»e Ingnii b) o hliipwnTk on 
tlio Tanjon in 1020 tho hurvnors frtnn tin 

slupimfk ixrojl IJm (nplam Itnohnt ( rojn Imng 
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mmdeied The Raja of Tanjoie gave hiui permission 
to settle at Tranquebar The settlement was nevei 
impoitant, but it started the Piotestant missionaries 
in India m 1706, and Schwarz (1750-1798) founded 
the missions in Tiichinopoly, Tanjore, and Tinnevelly, 
still the strongest missionary centres in India England 
bought the settlement finally in 1845, with Balasore, 
and with another missionary settlement in Serampur, 
Bengal In 1847, the Tranquebav mission was handed 
over to the Lutherans From the 18th century 
onwards all the missionary Nations — Glerman, 
American, French, Italian, Svnss —have freely estab- 
lished their missions in India, ivi'peria in imyei lo, a 
dangerous policy, a menace to Biitish rule, and a 
lunning annoyance and iintation to Indians 
Britain began humbly On December 31, 1600, 
Elisabeth chai tered “ The Grovernor and Company 
of Merchants of London ti ading in the East Indies ” 
for exclusive Lading there — at that time no trading 
having been done — and they fitted out some ships, 
one, undei Captain Hawkins, i eaching Surat, on the 
West Coast, in 1606 In 1611, a Captain Hippon, on 
his own account, set up a little trading establishment 
on the East Coast at Pettapoh, and another at 
Maaulipatam In 1613, the Empeior Shah Jalian gave 
duly wiitten pei mission for setting up factoiies at 
Suiat and Cambay, Grogo and Ahmedabad, and in 1616 
the Zamoiin of Calicut allowed a factoiy to be set up 
in his capital city Thus^ was a footing made on 
the West Coast, and Surat became a Piesidencj’' 
Town in the time of Cromwell (1653), and moved its 
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Government in 1061 to tbe laland of Bombay given bj 
Portugal aa a kind of wedding gift, when Charles II 
mamed Catherine of Bragnnzn 
Meanwhile the Rost Coast was fnotonsed and in 
1020 a factory was established at Argomnn 70 miles 
north of Jladraa, with a fort to protect it laclory 
fort town, “ uoccsiTiry ” extensions— so it went thence- 
forth, all natural and inevitable In 1634 Shah Jahnn 
allowed another trading centre at Pipit in Bengal 
and in the next year Charles I issued another charter 
Bnt Argeman was not com onient, and the kind Rnja 
of Cliandragin descendant of thn royal house of 
Vijaynnagar in 1030 gives Mr Doj permission to 
Imve a factory at Chcnnapiituam with land one mile 
broad and six miU's along the short and ho generously 
bnilds them a fort to protect it, hurt S (loorgo And 
Da> builds a wall roaiid the fort, on the island made 
by the two branches of the Coum River 400jnrds 
long aud 100 wide and allows onlj white people to 
live inside bis wall auj Notion if only wlnte— Wlnte 
Town and outside it on Indian town grows np — 
Black Town -Vnd these twain nro Mndraspatain — 
"Mndros. In 1501 it hod n gamwn of 20 men Its 
offlcml records btgin from 1070 Cromwell IcIh the 
two companies of I lisabcth and < hiirles I nmalgainato 
and makes fort S George a I n-Midtncy in 16> 0 with 
anthont) o\er the Jkngnl faclone^ 

In IC^ Jtib Clianiock m ts np u factory in Calcutta 
though trading ]»nrjlcgt^ wen not gmntiil to tin 
f nglish in ik ngni until U twn ii 1713 and 1710 by th« 
Mnglml f-idperor HnA lun and hmhN a f >rt tto we 
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have three big forts ere the end oE the first quaiter of 
the ISth century — Bombay, Madi as, Calcutta, a Fort 
vS DaAud also, a mile fiom Cuddalore, in 1686, Sir 
John Child, at Bombay, makes the ominous announce- 
ment, that thencefoi th if the “ natives — the mvneis 
of the countij’ — attack, he will retaliate Until then, 
they had been yieJdmg and submissive, as became 
foieign traders In 1702, various Companies having 
aiisen in England, who all quarielled bitteily, it was 
thought well to amalgamate them, and so present a 
solid front, and amalgamated they weie, as the United 
East India Company, in 1702 The position was a 
most peculiai one Heie was a Company, to all 
intents and pui poses independent, it was i tiled 
by a Board of Directois m London, it chose its 
own agents, it made its own armies , after a time it 
appointed a Grovernor, then a Covernoi-Geneial , 
it applied for Charters, for Couits of Justice, and got 
them — with subsequent horrors related by Macaulay 
There was no effective contiol over its proceedings? 
although Parbament interfered for the first time in 
1773, and a Board of Conti ol was established in 1784, 
and the Court of Directors placed under it — a clumsy 
dual arrangement, making no real difference The 
one useful thing was the renewal of the Chartei, 
preceded by an enquiry, which at least revealed the 
state of things — and terrible are the records When 
things became too outiageous, Paihament interfer- 
ed, as in the impeachment^f Wairen Hastings, but, 
for the most part, Britain was fai too busy with hei own 
troubles, her loss of her American Colonies her 
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Napoleonic Ware, tho straggles of hor rising l)orao 
crncy tho niisemblo condition of litr people hor 
Clinrtists, her ngnoultnml nota, and tlio rest to 
tronble much about wliat u trading Company was 
doing in fnr-nwny heathen India tho Coraimoy mado 
treaties and broke thorn or forgod thorn if more con 
vonient it clicnted, robbed luurdored oppressed and 
— built an Empire m about a contnry CliNOirnstho 
first Go\ emor nndor tlio East India Company in 1763 
Lori Canning tlio last in 18o0 Tlio Company ended 
111 tho bopoj ar of I8o7 and tho Crown aasniiKKl 
tho &o\ oroiffcty in 18o8 

Tlio polic> of tho ( ouipany 'nvs shrewd and ofToct 
no Tlio Indian rulers borrowed huroiHiin oOi 
cers to dnil tlioir soldiers, borrowed hiiroponn 
soldiers I rcscntlj if Ircncli oflicers and 

men won witli one Chief English olllocrs nnd 
men wore with tlio n\nl Dnploix )md alliotl hiin 
tM?!f with (110 chiunnnt to tho tlirono of tho dead 
Nimm of tho Deccan the hjiglish thoreforo win 
with the \uwAb of the Cnmatic who had an e^i ton 
po^niblo cUnneo I’nncts hnglnh ami Innch all 
tried to iiso each otlier — tho I nnccs t« p!a> < fT I ngli h 
against hrtneh tliohnghsh and Ironth si\imll> t() 
uso opposing I'nnces npnn t tnch (liar It i a 
sorrj Htorj of inlngui of utl« r di ngnnl of lion air 
wwi fw-tU ca U.U. fcuU-t tluxt InucU 

genius, mastir if tin military art and f iiiiMrrupnh ii^ 
statecnift wn** carrjingfall Im h n Inni an 1 cnnmj, 
ont n Iixtich Pinpin inSmtlum Imliii wJa a 
Clive n wntcr in tin n rMc* t>f the mpuny wh#»win 
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also a captain for the nonce, offered a bold plan of 
attack, and was bidden cany it out, maiclied rapidly 
to Arcot (1751) mtli 200 English and 300 sepoys, 
seized it, held it against all conieis, stiuck heie, 
struck theie, won everywhere, and laid the fiist stone 
of the British Empire in India The French hopes in 
the South weie finally destroyed by the victory of 
Colonel Coote at Wandiwash m 1760 
Affcei a visit to England, the Diiectors made Clive 
Goveinoi of Foit S David, and he returned to 
India m 1755 for five mai vellous years of glory and 
shame Tiouble m Bengal, wheie Siiaj-ud-daula 
was Viceigy for Delhi, and had attacked and captured 
Fold William, he thiust his 146 captives, foi the night 
into the Foit militaiy gaol, the “ Black Hole,” a room 
18 feet squai e with two small windows, and, says the 
IwpeTial Gazetteet, “although the Nawab does not 
seem to have been aware of the consequences, it meant 
death to a huddled mass of English piisoners in the 
stifling heat of June” (ii, 474) Only 23 survived 
that night of agony Clive staited for Calcutta, 
managed, despite the Black Hole, to persuade the 
Nawab that he was a friend — “ I will stand by him 

as long as I have a man left,” wiotehe — seduced by 
biibery some of the Nawab’s officers, f oi ged a ti eaty, 
and A dmiial Watson’s signatuie theieto, to deceive 
Omichand, himself a traitor, defeated his dear friend 
the Nawab at Blassey (June 23, 1757), and sold 
Ins tin one — oui Bengal, IJiliar and Oiissa — to Mu 
Jafar for a sura that amountpd to £2,340,000 steiling, 

{ of which Olive leceived £200,000 Omichand, when 
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he fonud the treaty waB forged ewooued and never 
recovered the shoch Chvo advised liim to go on a 
pilgrimage, bat the wretched man sanL into idiocy, 
^ Inngaiflhed a few months and then died” Ifncnnlay 
though he makes exuisea for his hero of meeting 
craft with craft says of Ins general policy that ho 
descended without scrapie to falsehood to hypo- 
critical caresses, to the sabstitution of documents and 
to the connterfeiting of hands ’ {E/tMinn ii 101, 102. 
Ld 1804) Hy these means, joined to mnrvollona 
courage and military genms, he foundwl tho Bntisli 
Fmpire in India which histonnns date from Plassoj 
Clive obtained in addition from Mir Ji\fnr a tract 
of 882 siinaro miles— tho 24 Porgnims— to go to the 
Conipanj after his death ho having meanwltile the 
rental tins rental was paid to him by the Corapanj 
from 17(i)— when the) took o\rr tho land — till ho 
dietl in 1774 tho quit rent was about £510 000 sterling 
a year At the ago of W starting witli nothing ho 
had nccuiiiulated belwo< n I7J>i and 1700 ndnuttedly, 
£220 000 remitted to bnsinchHhoiJMTsm England £2 j 000 
indtninonds “consnlcmblc” sums and a “great mass 
uf read) money ns well a*, thi hnge wtati winch he 
\Blac4l at £27 000 n )mr \11 this was chnllcngeil in 
tho H« use of C aniiion m 1773 aftir his la t n(um 
to hnglnnil (1707) nn«l a \tle of cen-oin wasshilvwl 
liy tlu pnvnas n and tla wonls that ii< 

did at the hnroe turn niiilir great and rr< ntonons 
hotMct^ t(* Ins country^ II< c< inniitt* I soicide 
in 1774 Marniilay fays <f thi inquir) It 

WBS char that I livo 1ml Item guilt) »f wmn 



HlbTOrtCAI, INTUOPUCTION xlill 

net'; ■winch il iinpo'5''jl>lo to Miidicatc witliont 
.ithnchniEf iho onthonty »»f all the most' Mioerl law^; 
which regulate the lutoKoinvo of nulnuluals and of 
States Bur it was etjunlly clear Miat he liad displaj-ed 
great (aleuN, and even gioat virtues" — talents, 
undonbiedlv ^[aeanlay thinks that tlie cnnntj’ lie 
lonscd was due to his efioits to stop connption, 
foi, in I7C5, lie li.id letinncd to Indi.i loi a j*earand 
a half as (hnernoi, and had de\otcd himself to the 
punfying of the .idmnnstration, perluips lepenting 
of Ins own rapacity That, at least remains to his 
credit, hub he kept hold of his ow n ill-gotfcen wealth 
Jiis new .ndoni for purity had been more adnnra hie, 
had he disgoigod ins own spoils, and it may well 
he that the attack on him wsas largelj’' due to the 
fact that he had emichod himself by methods which 
he forbade to others 

Macaulay gives a teirible account of the op- 
pressions of the Company at tins time * “ thirty 
inillions of human beings were i educed to the 
extrennb}^ of wn ctchedness They had been accus- 
tomed tolivenndei tyiMuny, but nevei under tyranny 
like this That Government, oppiessive as the 
most oppiessive foim of barbarian despotism, wms 
strong A\ntb all the stiength of civilisation.” He 
quotes a Mnsalman lustoiian, wdio praises the e\tia- 
oidinary coinage and military skill of the English 
“ but the people undei their dominion gioan eveiy- 
wheie, and aie i educed tq poveity and distiess 0 
God * come to the assistance! of thy afflicted sei vants, 
and deliver them from the oppressions which they 
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ffnffer” In 1770 there wns nn nwful famine the 
Hooghly every day rolled down thousands of corpses 
close to the porticoes and gtmlons of tho Fnplisli 
conqnerorB. The very streets of Calcutta were 
blocLed up by tho djiug and the dead ’ It 
was ‘offlcinlJy reported to lui\e swept away fwo- 
thirda of tho inhabitants {Imptrial (in rtteir ii 
4fi0), or 10 000 000 parsons. 

Tho tomblo years ndl on Mncaulnj ngnin Inyk 
stress on them in Ins tanay on W urren Ilastings of 
his ability again there is ns little floiibt as of Ins 
crimes rio wus Ciovomor from 1772 to HSo tnUmg 
in 1774 tho title of Oovtrnor ( onorul lie Inbourc<l at 
administration and iillod tho Compati) h cofTors witli 
gold Tlio gnthenug of this sceiiH to have l>con las 
chief object, and was tht cause ol Ins gnutest 
oniaes. Tlio NnisAb of Iloiigni had laid nn inctaaL 
of >3 lakhs pronnKO<l him bj tlui wlun dipmod 
of hiB l>owor Clive cut tho all iwiniei doHii ti 
41 Iiiklifl <ai tho nccosion of u in w NawAb nail 
tlio third was nnlncotl to 12 lakh Hnstnigi foiuid 
a child ns tho f airtli, anil tin rlnhl in nif^ In Ipio i at 
hnn dona to lOIalli** lie soM llhiftniMid and Koni 
to Oudh for oO hikhs (thin w« rtli half u nnllioa 
pounds hterliair) oinl stojijK*!! tin tnbiiti of 2d 
lukhs gnaranttHiI to tin ImiKnir f IKlhi in nlani 
for IWagnl T i tin'll c'mi jin r\ < vi tv trvnvlj vvn 
a nn n Mrmp of |mi|»i r t > U n | a Imtisl nt ph n an 
Tht*v* “ iTonomn^s ” win flnghlj nppnH mleil bj tlm 
Company ihrj left tlm C im|».in> ucnlthy ni c >11 
but bankrtipl in h n nr Unit tin j iil> turn 1 tlwir 
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own hononi, it would have been tlieii own businebs 
But they stained tbe lionoui of England in India’s eyes 
These iveie the hist “English” whom she knew, 
England made some amends by giving English edu- 
cation Avitli its libeity-inspiiing ideals She will make 
hei final amends b 5 r co-opeiating with India, as she has 
co-opeiated with Ii eland, to shape Home Buie 
But woise Climes followed this auspicious beginning, 
the sale of the Bohillas to pillage and slaughter 
the hanging of Nanda-kumaia , the coercion of the 
Piincesses of Oudh The Bohillas were a long- 
Indianised Afghan people, whose “bttle teiritory” 
says Macaulay (j&6 says, 11 193), “ enjoyed the blessings 
of lepose under the guardianship of valour Agricul- 
tuie and commeice flourished among them , nor were 
they negligent of ihetoric and poetry” Sujah Daula, 
Nawab of Oudh, coveted this iicli terntory, but 
feared the valour of the Bohillas, numbering some 
80,000 warriois Hastings sold him the use of the 
Biitish aimy for £400,000 sterling, and they, with 
the Nawab’s tioops, were let loose on this noble 
people Fire and sword devastated the land and 
slew the people, and “the iich province which had 
tempted the cupidity of Sujah Daula became the 
most miserable part even of his miserable dominions ” 
In two years, by such tiansactions, Hastings gave 
the Company about a million sterling and £450,000 
increase of annual income He also had saved Bengal 
from an annual military expenditure of £250,000 
Nanda-kumaia was a j wealthy Biahmana who 
accused Hastings of some of his crimes , before 
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thia, there was a lonp etory of nntngonisin ho wns 
a man of high rank talent and wealtlt flis ncoaga 
tion waa mot by his arrest for an alleged forgery 
SIX years before The mfamons Sir Elijah Impoy 
wnathejndge, the jory English Tho verdict was a 
foregone conclosion and Impey pronoonced asontonco 
of death. He died inth pencoful dignity hanged on 
the pnbho gallows before an onormotw crowd amid 
shrieks and shouts of horror and despair 
Tlio Pnuceiises of Onilh tht motlior and widow of 
Snmj Dnnla wero ononnously wcnitliy reputed to 
possess a treasnre of 000,000 sterling and gpcst 
reronuca from land The safety of tlicir wealth was 
guaranteed to thorn by the Gorornmont of Iktngal 
But what of timt '' They wore aeensed of comphcitj 
in sorao noting bat as there was no endcnco tliej 
wore not biDogiit to trial Hastings and tho now 
Nawnb grandson and son of tho I’nnccws agreed to 
an net ofcopfiscution stnpping them of ovorj-thing Tlio 
son repented hut not so Hastings Ho iinpiruined the 
Pnnccs)K». He then soiled the two i unnchi who weront 
(ho head of their hoaseliohl imprisoned ironed stnno*! 
them and at last gave Ihciu up to topiare tho 2saw3b s 
ofllcers licing empowereil m wntmg to have fn*t 
neccvs to thi pn*oni r» and bo iKrinitteil to do with 
them aw thoj slinll see proper as tho \avknh lincl 
ilttcrmiinHl to infftrt painshment' on them 

ITieir onl^ cnnie was flair n fu-cil tosiim'm! r tin 
charge giviii to them bv tU irdead h>rtl Tlu I nnrt-vij^s 
wire kept in pniwjn Imlf-slan<'d (HI tiny imd fwii I 
£ 1 , 200001 } 
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'W.iiicii R.istnig-, \\.isa in.uj of niaginficont abilities, 
and made .1 '^Mnner administiahon. but the rccoid of 
ln‘- Climes ib loim .ind ternbie Re left Jiidi.i 111 1785, 
and impenilied by tlie Ildii^'e of Commons, which 

had befoie ceiwnred him, nftei long deli.ite, foi his 
crimes, ^^hIle the I'ving f.i\onied him, tlie Companj' 
adoK'd bun, Loid ('hancollot Thnl•lo^\ piotocted 
liim, the le^'iilt ^\as sun*, despite (he m.irvellous 
eloquence ot Buike In \ am liis passionate peroration 
i*a ng out 

1 impcnch hnu »» tl»c iiinnc of (he Coiimioufi’ Houpc of 
Pnrliiin7ent, mIiopo tiUPt lie li is b( frned J iinitt'nc!i liiiii in thcimnio 
of the Eiigiipli Xntioii, imciont honour lio hns siillicd 1 ini 

penth liini III thi iinino of fho people of Indm, nlioie nglits ho Ims 
trodden under font, and whose count! \ hi' has tin lu d into a desert 
Lnsth, in tlie nuinc of Iintnnn nature itself, in the name of 
both Po\f s, in the n inic of o\cit age, in the iinino of ctti\ iniik, I 
inipenth rite coininon enoiiij and opjiressoi of all ' 

The tiial began in 1788 and the decision was pro- 
nounced in 1795 ICO noblcb began the trial , 29 voted 
.it the close, a majoiity in his f.ivonr jMoanwlnle 
H.as tings, secure m the King’s f.ivoui, had spent £40,000 
in building a bouse and in lajnng out its giounds 

AVitbin our limits we cannot tiace full}’" the growth of 
tlie Indian Enipiie Loid Coinwallis followed Hastings 
in 1786 and leit his maik m the Peimanent Settlement 
of Bengal Fighting as usual went on in the South, and 
in the Thud Mysoie War (1790-92), Lord Cornwallis, 
Governor-Geneial, allied with the Nizam of the Deccan 
and the Maiatha Confederacy, conqueied Tipu Sultan 
of Mysoie, lobbed him of h^^lf his temtoiies — which 
they divided between tbem-y-and exacted from him 
I three million pounds stei ling, thus ensuring another war 
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Marquess AN cllcsloy and tliL NiTuini in tlio fourtli 
Mysore NNnr(17&9) finished him and lie died fiphting 
gallantly to the end in the breach at the btomnng 
of Senngnpatnin TIiih added the Cnmntic to tlu 
Madras Preaidencj Tlie quarrels of the Alnratlm 
Chiefs enabled ilarquiw \\«lleHh\ to detach the 
1 eahwH from them and hi biTunie n vai*sal of the 
Company the third Miinithii W ar followi'd (ItjOi-Ol) 
and m 1817 18, the last the Mamtha h mpiro penshe<l 
and left its 1 nnee^ ns fiudnt»nes of the I nglish 
Unnjit Singh thi LiuDtfthi lAinjab wlio creatcil 
tliL Sikh kingdom and iM.izi>d Lahon. lu his cajntnl in 
1790 when onlj 10 years of ngt was the creator of 
the last Powt r (he Untihli had to uu'it Ills arin> nas 
nmtCHl bj nbgion not b> timtor> they uen llie 
Sikhs, the disciples of tin tin ( urns wlio imd Imilt up 
the Kliulsa (Socictj) from Nana k tin Siiinl to (b)\ indn 
Singh tilt NVamor (1(J7>-I708) lli iimili his Kingduii 
tn tht I nnjub Qfl lur Houtli IIS Multan in 1K>0 Metculfi 
Msited Unnjit Singh ns tn\oj from thi Hntmh anti 
concluded a tnntj with him nmkiiig tin Suthj Ui\ir 
the boundary latwinn hiB Kingdom nml tin IlntHh 
temtorj With him thin wu.Hpi'nii till hiR dmlh in 
IftlO but Ml 18-k> tlu Sikli nrinj crr»- i'll tlu '*'ulhj 
nnd aftir four battle^ was dnvui back In l‘<tS 
thi n.'cond Sikh War bn ki out tin Hnfi h uin 
difcntwl at t liilinnwalu 0 but m ui afti r Multan 
ims htoniuil flu \ul rj if t ujmt won and tin 
1‘onjab wan uam zed two jiu nth Inti r 

f/'nl IHihou in tnrti^l the n areiiieat 

theory tlml “Nntiro Mntm were It w II gnvtrneil 
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tlian Biitisli Piovinces, and should be annexed wher- 
ever possible, G g , Q& when a ruler died without a son 
Undei these conditions he annexed Sataia in 1849, 
Jhansi in 1853, ISTagpur in 1853 Oudh he annexed in 

1856, on high moral grounds, because its administra- 
tion was “fi aught with suffeiing to millions” — a 
dangerous aigument fi-om an official of the East India 
Company It was looked on with alarm by the “ Natives,” 
and contributed to the Sepoy Revolt of 1857, when 
Loid Canning was Viceioy This bioke out in May 10, 

1857, in Meeiut, and ended m January, 1859 

From that time we may date the famous “ Pax 
Biitannica,” for until that time there wei e continual 
wais and annexations, while since then theie have 
been none fuibher ivithin India itself Theio have 
been fiontiei wais, the iniquitous Afghan wais, the 
annexation of Burma, but internal ordei has been 
maintained 

Oil Novembei 1, 1858, was held the Darbai of 
Allahabad, in which was published the Queen’s 
Proclamation, assuming the Goveiument of India, and 
making the Go veinoi -General a Viceioy The 
Company peiished in the Sepoy Rebellion, m which 
ponied out the hatieds accumulating since Plassey, in 
1757 The Queen’s Pioclamation contained the 
memoiable woids 

It IS oni fiuthei will that, so fai ns m\y bo, om subiccts, ol 
•\\hate\ci rice nud crcocl, be fiooh’ and impartinllv admitted to 
othcc m mil soinco, the duties of 'uhicli tbe^ imr be qunlihed by 
their education, ability and ciedfl duly to di^cliargo In thou 
piospenty mil bo our stiongth ,*in ^lioir contentmont out sctiinh , 
and 111 then gratitude our best leitaid 
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Fifty-aeren years ha^e TX)Hed ftv.'ay since those noble 
words were spoken they remain tuifalfllled, ond as 
the luentablo conseqnence thesecunty of contentment 
18 not yet onre 

The existiDg^ conditions in India bearing on the 
rebgionp economic edncnhoiml and political probloms 
of tho present are dealt with in the Congrows storj 
Thty will be bettor understood ngninst the histoncal 
background which sbown that Indian Isationality is 
not a plant of mualiroom growth but a giant of the 
forest with inillonnm behind it 

India is now fnll of nnrest nghteous unrest she is 
coDsoquently held down by a acnes of enactments 
unjiarallclod in anj modem cinlisod country Jjord 
Morley lias had tho andocity to state according to Sip 
\aloiitiDO Cliirol (ItnJtaii Cnmit lot cd 1010) that 
tho Go> eminent of India “ must bo an autocmey ” and 
India loathes autocmc} 8lio has injoyM all the 
binefita which Ih n tr» m it during her childhwsl and 
youth as a Isation and she luis felt its wiight in Ilntish 
hands she is n< w mature she demand'^ freedom ond 
she w resolute t( take her deatiiij into htr tiwn ImiuN, 
ni one of the In*© \nti n in a Cniumd Common 
wealth if llntnm willwirk with htr in making the 
transit ^lnc^nt \ Sniuli (f-arly }[i h ry of /ndtn, 
p SIl) in tracing tin onnal < f wnm Indmn js ttj 
States rojs t^ml t\H} h vr abnl India alwnis has 
Ihhu wlun nhoMiI fn iii the contn 1 « f n supn im nu 
tliontj and wlint slip w iild Ih again if tin Imndifth* 
bi nci hnt di-js t: m »ti irli ii >w loll h r hi 
gru p sh nld It withdriMii If a cintmlnnlh ntj 
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IS wanted, and all Fiee Nations need it, to pi event 
centritugal foices fiom causing disintegration, India 
demands that it shall be her own Parliament Why 
should she, alone among civilised modem Nations, 
require a foreign supreme authoiity^ 

But thei e is one dangei to India’s future which it is 
well to recognise — the effect of the concomitants of the 
famous Pax Biitannica of fifty-seven years India has 
never before been under foreign domination as a whole 
If one part of her was invaded, other parts were 
tranquil if there was a foreign conquest, the new 
rulers settled down on the old lines, theie were no 
haulers put up round State offices, differentiating 
between the new-comeis and the earlier inhabitants, 
in fact the aim of the new was assimilation with the 
older elements in a common civic life, and when the 
Musalmans made then Kingdoms and Empire, every- 
thing was done to induce the people to accept the new 
iiileis and live in peace Aurangzeb, the sixth Mughal 
Emperor, ivas the first persecutor, and his biutahties 
broke the Mughal poiver The British policy has been 
diffeient,the whole administration of British India has 
been in its own hands, and all the cluef positions of 
lesponsibility and pouer have been iigidly confined to 
the foreigners, it is thought a Avon deiful concession 
that the Minto-Moiley reforms alloAved owe Indian to 
enter the Imperial Council ' All initiatn’-e, all original- 
ity have been iigoiously repressed, while manly 
independence has been resented, and even punished 
It has seemed as though it^weie the British aim to 
turn the Avhole Indian Nation into a lace of clerks 
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This steady orusliing pressnre over the whole popnla- 
tion hns prodnocd a ftenons result and has emfisrnlated 
the Nation Indians hesitate where thej should act 
they osL where they should take they submit where 
they should resist they lack self-confidcnco and the 
audacity that commands success Prompt resolute 
ofFectivo action is but too rare they lack fire and 
decision Jlr ( okhalo in his answer liofore the 
Royal rominivion on Indian I^iicnditnro (\n 
18 331) voiced the same idea after pointing to the 
2,388 officials drawing annual snlanos of Rs, 10 000 
and upwards, of whom only 00 were Indians The 
cvccpsno costhnos of tlio foreign ogenej is not how 
over its only cmI There is a moral cm! which if 
anything is even greater A knnd of dirnrflng or 
stunting of tlie Indian race is going on under the 
present 8>steni t ma*t live nil the days of our life 
in an attnoNphen of mfenonty and the tallest of us 
must bend in onUr tlmt the oxigencic^ of the existing 
system may bo sati fil'd Thu i the di'epevt gravest 
wrong that ( rent Hntain has mflicted on a « lice 
inightj and imprnal race I nles Iiiilinn mn agimi 
develop the old Mgour courage and initmlix e India 
can have no futiin Put the olil spirit i naaking 
on evcr> side and tlu n m In*'* our hniie 

We doubt if thif^ who read and r ri/j/ the alfovr 
will think lliat hlu h>i got on « badly in the pi t 
left to her own rejourn*'* 

S(i«t Dun iTiov^i wri Avririi \TioNs 
We submit fnun a nviiw <f ihi nniph sl« tth 
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That Jncb.i, despite foieiirn lurnsions and local rlis- 
turbances, A\hicli all nation^, have suffered m then* 
time — uhat peace had England fi om the Concpicsfcup to 
the final defeat of Chailes Edwaid in 1745 ^ — was a 
pio^perous and wealthy Nation bofoi e the coming of 
the East India Company, and that hci huge wealth, 
down to the end of the ISth century, is a proof of 
geneial indmtvy and secinity and immense industrial 
-output among the masses, while the wealth of the 
meichants, and of the banking and tiading communi- 
ties shows a settled condition, where credit was good; 
that commercial integrity ivas so gi eat that receipts 
and bonds were not demanded in financial tiausac- 
tioiis 

That the English connection, iiiidei the Company, 
1 educed India to poveity, and dislocated her industries, 
and that, under tlie Cioivn, the G-overnment still 
hamper hei industries, make a ciuelly seveie diain 
upon the country, and by then fiscal arrangements 
pi event the return of piosperity That between 1770 
and 1900 — 130 years — there have been twenty-two 
famines, eighteen according to the Report of the 
Eamine Commission of 1880 and four aftei 1880 
In 1770, as we have seen, there was a famine in 
Bengal with 10,000,000 deaths , in 1783 in Madras , m 
1784, in Upper India, which left Oudh in a pitiable 
condition , m 1792 in Bombay and Madras , in 1803 in 
Bombay, in 1804 in noi them India, in 1807 in Madras, 
in 1813 in Bombay , iii 1823 m ^ladras , m 1833 in Madras, 
where in one district, Guntur, ^00,000 died out of 500,000 
population, and the dead lay unbnried about Madras, 
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Masoljpfltnra niid Isellore in 1S37 in north Indin in 
which a calcnlntion of SOOOOOdtmthsis thought too low 
by the Famine Commission in 18o4 m ^ladruB in 1800 
in northern India about 200000 deaths in 1800 in 
Onssa and Aladm? m Onwa n thml of tho people 
died about 1 000 000 in Ufodnis about 4 ^ j 0 000 in 
1809 in north India about 1,200 000 deaths i m 1874 
in Bengal o\or 1000000 wore relieved and life wn** 
saved in 1^77 in 'Madras 6,2 >0000 dentlis in 1808 in 
north India 1,2 >(.1000 deaths in 1830 m Sladmi and 
Onssa m 1802 in Mndrn Bengal and Brjpntann iii 
1890>7 in North India BongnI Aladros and Bombay*— the 
number of dcatlii ts not given but 4 000 000 ]>crsons 
recei\od relief and in 1890-0 in rortb India Contml 
Provinces and Bnnhay 0 >00000 penons were m 
receipt of rohef — tht worst famine on rrconl In 
1802 and 1897 Banna also sufTi red frr m foiuinc In 
1890 bubrnie plague broke ont in Bombay and Im 
slain its million 

Tliot c\oii if Self Oo\emmei»t should cause— ns wc 
do not tliink ii would — any recrudescence cf local 
jcalou'-ies and divisious thej would lie local and 
lempomry tn ublcs out of which India would einer^i 
prospcrouslj n^* she has done bofon. 

That after an admitted prosperous and wt^althy 
evL tonce for >000 year- under eastern nilrr^ slu 
could not fall into barlmnsm eii n by tho total nn<l 
sudden withdrawal of o mie that frn onb u fa n 
in nil) k-ind of power f^r a poor 1 ymrs f f w| leh 
the first fifl) wore ►jtert eiitirtl) in phiiidi niip ou 1 
which rnl) st J jH*d cori font wnr> uud niiiu vntinu lu 
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1856 Has the history of British lule in India proved 
to be more peaceful than the worst of its predecessors 
up to the Sepoy Eebellion ^ And it must not be 
forgotten that nearly all the current history is the 
special pleading of an advocate, who is lepresenting 
his own side and blackening his antagonists, minimising 
eveiy wi’ong committed by his own side, exaggerating 
every wiong done upon the othei 

That in the very limited educational work she h as- 
done, Biitain has been immensely useful, for the study 
of her own history has stiengthened and given point 
to the National feeling that was iiowerfnlly aroused in 
the rise of the Marathas, from 1835 she took up 
education, and though it has spread very slowly, and is 
doing badly now in consequence of the strangling 
policy initiated by the Universities Act of 1904, 
India’s debt here to Britain is great and is fully 
recognised 

That Britain has done much in railways — of mixed 
benefit, being chiefly strategic instead of economic, but 
on the whole desirable , much less well than the old 
rulers m irrigation works, in foiestry, in \nllage 
government, and in sanitation 

That India welcomes English co-operation, but is 
getting very tired of English domination, that she is 
detei mined to get iid of coercive legislation, and to 
en]oy Self-Grovernment That she earnestly desiies to 
have it with English help, but is lesolved to have it 

That she is peifectly ivell aware that England did 
not “ conquer her by the swofd,” but by the help of her 
ovTi swoids, by biibeiy, intrigue, and most acute 
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diplomncy fomenting of dmsion* find playiup of ono 
party ngainat another But she is willing to lot byo- 
gones bo byc-gones if Bntnm will now treat v,ith her 
on equal terms and welcome her as a partner not a 
dependent 

iNDii “Wants SELF-GovEiiNMEvr Bfxjausl 

] British mlo has destroyed her ^ illnge and 
Council Covomraent and 1ms put ni its place n hjbnd 
system of Boanls and Councils which aro im|X)tent for 
good bocanse well informed Indian opinion is oicr 
ruled by ofhcials aho corno knowing nothing of 
India and seek to impose hnglisli methods on an 
ancient land winch has its own traditions They tlicn 
complain tliat their hjbndis sterile It is tlio way 
with hybrids India wniiU (> rebuild and improvo 
her own system Ifogmning with Ponclmynts and 
working npwanls untnimmelled by fonign ttpertn, 

2 Bntidi rnlo afler light) yenrs of its odiic-alioii 
CT etlucatuig 2 0 of the population and ImsoM liir 
donml of libcrtj on the niicri s«N»picnl minoriti " of 
the edoented due to her own policj Jnpan midi r 
eastern ruh has cHhiuitiHl her vrlioh population m 
10 jenrs Briti h edumtion i not mil) microscopic 
but It is il!-dirvctid it was nmingid with n \ i w of 
supplying ch rk* nmi M>me pnift*^ lonnl iiu n in onh r 
to enable th< Bnti h ( overnimnt t > bi ciimeil on 
India wnni-i a sysf in winch will <h u lop In p n*'onrr<-i 
b) Mipplymg sen ntific i tp< rt in < n ry lirjnch win n 
in npplu'il scieno i mjfiM b) iippl) mg pmctical 
<xis.Tlsin nil indu tm-« nnd crafts } a ni wlnrh 
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■will educate her whole population for useful ends, as 
the United States and Germany have done for their 
populations and Britain is now doing- for hers India 
also desires to check the lavish expenditure of her 
money on the schools and colleges of foreign missions 
— British, Scotch, American, German, Danish, French, 
Swiss, Itahan — while those undei her own control 
are discouraged and crippled in their natuial develop- 
ment on lines shaped by Indians 

3 Biitish rule has destroyed India’s finest aits and 
industries in order to favour the importation of cheap 
foreign goods, and even in machine industiy, such as 
cotton, raxes the home-produce in oider to balance 
the customs duty on imported goods Itencouiages 
the export of raw materials, which come back as manu- 
factuied articles, thus paralysing Indian industrial 
efforts for the benefit of foreigners The export in- 
dustry being 111 full swing, when England goes to 
War, India’s materials are suddenly tin own on her 
hands, and as she has neither plant, noi knowledge 
how to use it, they rot on the giound and their 
prodiioeis starve India would tiaiu her own 
sons to utilise her vast stores of raw material, for 
her own profit, and Avould only send abioad her 
sui plumage 

4 British lule has neglected irrigation — only lately 
taken up because of the awful famines, and even now 
starved for want of funds — and while recklessly cutting 
forests down has, also until lately, neglected replanting 
Huge tiacts of land, especially in the north-west, have 
consequently become deseits, ivhich Avere foimerlv iich 



Ivill HOW INDIA WBOUOHT FOB PBEEDOil 

and fertile India would place irrigation nud forestry 
among the hrat duties of GovemnienL 

) British rule hns neglected sanitation whilo the 
tendenoj to centralise in towns and oogloctv illages has 
iiecoasitatod changes from the old roothods Vlarmed 
hy tlie plagne — a disen'm of dirt which docimatetl 
Europe dirty and vanishetl before Europe seim olenn — 
it took gomo Itasti untl iiijudicfoos nicthcKls, winch 
alienated Indian sympathy and la now more busy 
with injecting suruios into Indian bodies thus really 
perpetuating disease than with sanitation The 
truublo IS incrcasc*d by the arrogant contempt for 
ludigenona systems, and tho ousting of thorn by 
Goicmmont while it is iinpoesiblo to replace thorn 
adeiinnlcly oicrywhoro nitli tho costl> inodom 
appliance^ India vroiild insist on sanitation ns among 
tho Hrst duties of ( ovomment, nould oncoiimgo all 
that IS guiul in tho ol I 8>«tonis and utilise wliat is good 
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H initK* ’■ Jiu)ii III 1 ihIi.iii ,11 iiiv, iii'iiii- 

l (m i'p 1 in ( fion . it nriKi Imlta j),i\ 

f<<i • laiKh-U 1 "t ilili'-hnnnu, tin- uMitiai 

(i,u\ irr* ‘•jwni'-iMn V> !*ai lu'tii'MU hidii uoiild do 

'iv. i\ Mil ill (in'. , \\ ••nil} ojK j| t \ cM \ (liHif; Indi.Mi'- 

— '1^* iiidot (] (in Pi o[ I iiinidon of jiioint'-od-- inrl 

no foii'iirn di'i'ii'O' .•>. f itMioiih.tls . \\onId .ilm- 
h''li (Ilf linlni ( Hill 1 uould udviiou h diM'. oui'.idL* 

liuli.i tlio ujtlntni\ oiiK tlio (’town and (In* InijitMi.d 
Pin h 111(1*115 , in w liu li ^lio on |o\ < d idoijii.iii i opi » hoid i- 
Po’ Silt* woid(( lti\o hoi own \iin\ ."nd Xi\\. foi 
piotiH'lion , nd liniK'inl lucd-, not lohold In*! ptoplo 
dow n 

7 Hntivh lui* ha*. <-nh''ti(m< d I oi I oion ioi nnpnni'- 
incnt*. in ( Jo\ cninii nl, like am otln i iiiloii.uy 
Jndi.i would ‘.wieji.ill thi" < oei ci\ e le/ri*.!!!! ion .iw,i( , 
'-lu‘\\(uld not !)(* .ifi .lid of hoi pi oplo poNvo^Nui/r ai ins , 
“.I'e wmilfl not hoafi.inl of the ci ititisin ol fiec spool li 
and fi(*oPusi.. ,.)io would icfoiin abuses iiisto.id 
of st) jingliup’ the e\piession of the discontent nhicli 
abuses piodiice she would einiil.Ue Ihitish rule 
in Biitain, not Jhitisli rule in Jndia 

In a jilnase 

Jndia IS entliialled, and she is di teiniiiied to bolieo. 




HOW INDIA WROUGHT FOR FREEDOM 


CHAPTER r 

In late Decembei in 1884, sevent een men met in Madias , 
m tJie house of that stahvait advocate of religion and 
letoim, Hewan Bahadur Raglmnath Rao Nearly all 
or them had been delegates to the just-ended Annual 
Convention of the Tlieosopliical )Society at Adyai, and 
the others had been there as friends and sympathiseis 
But suiely 'this new pride in India’s mighty faiths 
throbbing in then heai ts, this dawning hope of India’s 
greatness in the futuie to correspond with the great- 
ness of her past, this feeling that the discrowned East 
is not always to remain a thrall to the younger 
western Nations, and that Asia, once the cradle of 
mighty Empires, shall again stretch out her hands 
to grasp the sceptre and the miperial ball — these 
dreams sent out the dreamers to take counsel together, 
and they resolved, greatly daring, to form themselves 
into a group of provisional Committees, men from 
differ ent torvns to rvin others, each in his place, and to 
meet later for further consultation Let us place on re- 
cord their names, for they ^ei e the seed of a mighty 
tree Norendranath Sen of Calcutta, that sturdiest of 
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fighters was one of tlie little group and he gave 
their names later in hia paper The Indian i/trror lie 
remarks that the delegates who attended the Con 
venbon were most of them men who, socially and 
intellectually are the leaders of the Society in which 
they move in different ports of the 0000117 ” They 
were 

IladreiB The Hon hlr S Snbmmanta Tver 
(snbseqnently Jadge of tlie High Court, Act 
ing Chief Jnstice K C I F and I L D ) and 
Messrs P Rangiah >»aidn and P Annndn 
Charln 

Caleidta hlessrs Jsorondmnath Sen Suren 
draimtli Bnnnerji (the nncrownod King of 
Bengal the great orator and National leader), 
and M Qlioah 

Bombay The Hon Messrs \ N -ftrandlik and 
K T Tolang (later Judge of tlie High Conrt) 
and Mr Dadnblmi Isaoroji (tlm 0 0 if of 
India) 

Poona Moists C A ijmrangn Aludalmr and 
I’nndnrang Go|ml 
Benarr/t Sordnr J)rnl femgh 
■iUahalad ilr narMhchnndm 
A II P ^Ir KohIij Prasad and Ihindit 
l4\kHhtnmnro\‘am 

B^nynl "Mr ( Imrorlmndra Mitti r 
OutTh Nlr 'S'lin ’itnin 

^ Serentetn good in« ?i nml true wh") out of thur 
loro and th« ir liojw ut^l tlio idi t of n |h litirnl 
Isntionnl Moremenl for tin r-nMiij, <»f the M< |}|< rUnd 
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Theie seems to be no recoid of tbe -work done in 
then owm towns and provinces on then return borne, 
but tbe Pjoceedvngs of the Fust hidimi National Gon- 
giess tells us tbat “m Mai cb, 1885, it was decided 
to bold a meeting of Representatives from all parts 
of India at tbe tben coming Christmas Poona was 
considered tbe most cential and tberefoie suitable 
place ” Prom tbis onwaids we bave tbe ojSicial 
Repoits to guide our steps 

From tbis meeting tbe folloiving cucular was issued, 
profoundly interesting now, in 1915, as showing tbe 
minds of the Fathers of tbe Congress in these days 
of origin, in 1885, just thirty years ago It shows 
tbe fiist ideas of those who weie to be the leaders of 
tbe Indian Nation in her stiuggles to regain her lost 
libeity, and to become a Self-governing Nation, free 
amid tbe Fiee Communities which form the mighty 
Empire “ on which the Sun never sets ” 

Heie IS the ciicular 

A Conference of the Indian National Umon will be 
held at Poona from the 25th to the 31st December 1885 

The Conference will be composed of Delegates — 
leading politicians well acquainted with the English 
language — from all parts of the Bengal, Bombay and 
Madras Presidencies 

The direct objects of the Conference will be (l)to 
enable all the most earnest labourers in the cause of 
national progress to become personally known to each 
other , (2) to discuss and decide upon the political 

operations to be undertaken during the ensuing year 

Indirectly this Conferenc^ will form the germ of a 
Native Parliament and, if properly conducted, will 
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constitute m a fen- yettw an nnnnswernble reply to the 
assertion that India is still wholly nnfit for any form of 
representative mstitntionii. The first Oonferoneo will 
decide whether the next shall be again held at Poona^ or 
whether foDowing the precedent of the Bntish Association 
the Conferences shall bo held year by year at different 
important centres. 

This year the Conference being m Poona 3tr 
Chiplonhar and others of the Survajonik Sabha, havo 
consented to form a Reception Committee in whose hands 
will rest the whole of Iho local armngomenta. The 
Peshwah s Garden near the Porbati Hill will be ntilisod 
both as a place of meeting (it contains a fine Hall like the 
garden the property of the Sabha) and as a residence for 
the delegates, each of whom will be there provided with 
BDitable qaartora. l!!ilQch importance is atlaclied to this 
since, when all thus reside for a week far greater 

nppoirtaiuties for friendly intercourse wDl bo afforded than 
It tbe delegates were fas at tbe time of the late Bombay 
demonstrations) •scattered aboot m doicns of pneato 
lodging houses all over the town 

Delegates are expected to find their own way to and 
from Poona — but from tlio time they reach the Poona 
Roilway Station until thev leave it again, eivrvthJng 
that they ran ncod carnage occnniroodation, food eir-, 
will bo provided for thfm gratoitonslv 

The cost thus involved will l>e defmml from the 
Reception land winch the Fiona Vavirialion most 
lllierally offers ti prortdo in the first in taiice but to 
which all delegntes, who^ mi'aiis warrant tbiir ineamng 
this further expense will be nt lihertv to contnliutr any 
sum they plenm Vny ufiotiliMHl Inlanee i f snrh d ma 
tions will lie earned forwanl as a norlros f ir next year s 
Reception luml 

It is Islitved t1 at exrlo ire of our I o< ns fnrnd 
the Bomlnv I nSHlencv incladiiiL bn 1h ami the Ibrar*, 
will farm halioal JO tl le^at 31adm aiid »*rr Jlcni.'al 
rach about the same tiiiml>er and the N U 1 n rincr 
Oadh and tlic I aiijsl together al lot half thi nnadvr 



Tin UT'-T rosorr^s 


5 


\ erv iiK'tdi’ct snul voi \ urntc' \Mtluil in 

(lieir c'-nnuite of vc-voiiIn flolfufuto'-, for 
actunl]\ ilioir tnino'' is Ifoprosentnlivos, 

niu>i)n r llinu nttondod ns fiii'inK, Inniig, as 
(to\ ormiuMit siiMint'-, prts Imlotl from aolmg ns Ko- 
jirosmiinln m a g.nlioimg 'I'Ik' first moot- 

ing did not, lKo\o\or, t.ilc* j)l u’c 'n l‘oon,i, foi,onl} a 
f(n\ d i\ sh(>f.iroCln isfm.is snmospoi-ndiconsosofclioloin 
occurrodj po'ssild} jiros.iging an onfhro.ik, and it was 
tlioiiglii \\is(«r t<i nKt\o (lu* (Vmfoi onco, ihjw' called the 
Congros-, to Bomlrn 'J’lie J^lanngeis of tlio Gokuldas 
'J’ejpal S.imsknt Collog< and Bo.n dintr House placed 
tlie whole of llicMi fine huildings ai the disposal of the 
Congresc, and all wasie.Kh In the morning of the 27t}i 
December for (ho leeeiition of (ho llcpi esontntives of 
tho Indian Xntion As we gl.ince d\er the lists of 
those who wGio piesent, how many we see who became 
famous in the annals of India’s stiugglo for Freedom 
Among tlioso wlio could not act as llepiesentntives — 
for the reason given above — we note the llefonner, 
Dewan Baliadur 11 Rughunatli Eao, Doputj’’ Collector 
of Madras, tlie Hon !Mr ^Maliadev G, Eanade, then 
raembei of the Legislative Council and Small Cause 
Court Judge of Poona, later to bo a Judge of the 
High Court of Bombay, and leader honoured and 
ti’usted , Lala Baijnath of Agra was there, to be known 
as scholai and waiter later on , and Piofessois 
K Sundararaman and B G Bhandaikar Among the 
Bepresentatives inaj^ be noted editors of w^ell-known 
Indian pajieis, of The Dnym)> Pi ahash, The Quarteily 
Journal of the Poona Saivajanik Sabha, The Maratlia, 
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The Keaan The Nabahtbhakar The Indian Mirror 
The Nasftn TheHindmtham TheTrihune Theindtan 
Union, The Indian 82yeciator The Indn Pralafth, The 
Stndtt The Creseenl How raany names sbine oat, 
fEtoiliar andliononred Mr A O Hume is there from 
Simla W C Bannerol and Norendmnatli Sen from Cal 
cntta W S Apte and G G Agarknr from Poona 
Gangaprosad Yarmn frornLucknoNv DadnbhoiNaorojt, 
K T Telang Pheroxesliali M Jlelita — then ns non-, 
leader of the Bombay Corporation — D R Y acho 
B IL ifnlaban N G ChnndaTnrknr from IV>mba\ 

P Rangiah Naida President of the Jrahajana Sabha, 
S Snbramnnm I)er P Ananda Omrlu G Submmania 
Ajyar M Yiraraghamchanar from Madras P Kcwira 
Pillai from Anantapar Tliose were among tin 
earbest who wrdaglit for India s Freedom, ond those 
yet on earth are working for her still 
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(a) The promotion of personal intimacy and friend- 
ship amongst all the more earnest workers in our country’s 
cause in the various parts of the Empire 

(b) The eradication by direct friendly personal 
mterconrse of all possible race, creed, or provincial 
prejudices amongst all lovers of our country, and the 
fuller development and consolidation of those sentiments 
of national unity that had their origin in their beloved 
Lord Ripon’s ever memorable reign 

(c) The authoi itative record, after this has been 
carefully elicited by the fullest discussion, of the matured 
opinions of the educated classes in India on some of the 
more important and pressing of the social questions of 
the day 

(d) The determination of the lines upon and methods 
by winch during the next twelve months it is desirable for 
native politicians to labour in the public interests 

Of these the first three have been well worked out, 
but the fourth has been less regarded, and needs 
urging to-day Such guidance is supremely neces- 
sary, and the Nation has the right to demand it from 
its best men In all organised movements some 
diiection from the centre is necessary The Congress 
has admirably focussed educated opinion, passing 
valuable judgments on events and policy, and 
demanding necessaiy refoims from Government, 
but it has not adequately outlined the work to be 
done during each coming yeai y- hence political 
work has lacked point and vigoui , it is impossible to 
agitate for all the matters touched on by resolutions, 
and hence political work in the whole countiy has been 
spasmodic and spoiadic, alid therefore largely in- 
eifective, there is no concerted work Yet what 
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India can do in the way of agitation when she has an 
objective is clearly shown bv the agitation on Sonth 
African grievances 

The nine resolntiona of the first National Congress 
mark the beginning of the formulation of India’s 
demands 

The first asked for a Royal Commission to enquire 
into the worVmg of Indmh administration 

Tlie second for the abolition of the India Council 

Tlie third dealt with the defects of the Legislative 
Councils in which then all the members were nomm 
ated and asked for the admission of elected members, 
for the right of intorpollation for tlio submission 
of budgets to tho Councils for the creation of 
Councils in the h \N J? and Ondli ond in tho 
Panjab and for n Standing Committee in tho Uouse of 
Commons to consider formal protests from majorities 
in tlie OounciLi 

The funrtli pmved for simultaneous examinations 
for the 1 C b and tho raising of tlio ago of 
candidates 

Tho fifth and sixth deoil with military oxpi nditure 

Tho soil nth protested against tlio annexation of 
Uppt r Burma and the jiropo^cd incorporation of it 
with India 

Tilt eighth ordired the s* nding of the n"*olutIons 
to Pofi^icaf A** f>crafrons otnJ <Ai y wi m d(*cxi etrtd 
pa ed all over tho countrv bj political lnwlii^ and 
puiilic meltings an ndmirohh plan whiih fins fallen 
into dciui ludo the) w/re cam “d witli much enthn 
smsm and hen and then amended on minor points 
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■while Bapatla objected to the abolition of the India 
Council^ Avlucli it regal ded as a check on the Secie- 
tary of »State, and wanted its poiier over him made 
effective 

/ The final^resolution fixed" the"" iiext" Congress at 
Calcufda, on DecQinljer 28tli, 1886 

Of these resolutions^ the fiist has been partially 
granted bv the Decentialisation and Public Services 
Commissions , the second is still being demanded , 
much of the thud vas given in the Minto-Moilej^ 
reforms , the praj’^er of the fouith is still ungranted as 
regards simultaneous examinations, but the age of 
candidates has been raised , the fifth, sixth and 
seventh had no effect 'J'he eighth and ninth were, 
of couise, carried out 

Mr G- Subramania I yer of Madras, the_E^itoi of 
J Tlie Hindu anyone of the boldest and fai thest-sighted 
of the Madras leaders, moved the first resolution in 
an admirable speech, much of which is valid for 
to-day It ran That this Congi ess earnestly approves 
of the promised Committee to enqune into the working 
of the Indian administration ” He pointed out that 
in the days of the East India Company, the renewal 
of its Charter at twenty years’ intervals brought about 
a most valuable enquiry into the condition of the 
countiy, but that since the Crown had taken it ovei 
in 1858, these had ceased, and the distressing de- 
terioration of the condition of the people was going 
on unnoticed Parliament took control m theory, but 
abandoned it in fact — except where English party- 
interests were concerned — and the India Council took 
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ap the place of the defunct Componj, bnt ruled with 
oat enqauy he appealed to ‘ the jaatice and fairooss 
of the English people ” and asked for an enquiry into 
facts ifr Pheroieahab Afehta seconded, and re- 
marked that there most not be nu enquiry by 
‘ Anglo-Indians sitting in judgment on themselroa * 
Air Norcndranath Sen supported pointing out that 
the enquiry would be ft sort of stock taking os to the 
resnlts after twenty seven rears of direct Govern 
ment by the Crown A lively debate ensnod an 
amendment being proposed and the resolution 
was finally carried in the nmended form (The 
resolntiona are pnnted at the end of the Chapter ) 
The second resolution wns moved on Ik'cemhpr 
29th 1)\ Jtr Clitplonkar and asked for tho nboUtion 
of India’s Old Alan of the Sen tho India Council 
Ho pointed out that India was not goNornod bv tho 
Crown bnt by retired Anglo-lndmn ofllcinls looked 
on doiibtfulU bi Lonl llenconsfipld in ItkiS (Tho'*o 
who care to read tlio dolnte omt the Covornniont of 
India Bill mil find wliat now sound a''toni*»lnngly 
democratic stutomeiits and regrets tliat the Iti'-'' 
bellion banlv ended nmdo projH r reprf^entation of 
India impossible just lh« n ) 

Afr Ananda Ciiarln was very caustic in S4*oinding 
the resolution and eoininonted on the odditv of the 
ohgarch\ of {ossiImihI Indian adiinni tmt«»rs 
who wtn ** suptwimnantfsl for semci in India 
l>eing com|st*nt to dral with intrm »“d t'oniplexilv 
of problems m I nglamT where thi unjirovetl cbmati 
could only dimmiih the mto of decline Tho nbolithm 
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of the Council was a primary condition of all 
other ref 01 ms Mr Pherozeshah Mehta also thought 
that effete Anglo-Indians, who would be partial to 
their brethren m India, were a very unsatisfactory 
appellate tribunal 

The resolution was cairied unanimously and has 
been carried at intervals ever since, but m vain 

The third lesolution was moved in a very full and 
careful speech by the Hon Mi K T Telang, who 
usefully indicated possible electorates for members 
of the Legislative Councils, and the Hon Mr 
S Subramania Iyer seconded, both by personal 
experience as membeis knowing how “ little influence 
they possessed in the Councils either foi good or for 
evil ” They could not be “ of any gi eat use to the 
country ” Mr Dadabhai Haoroji cogently said that 
they had learnt from “ the English people how 
necessaiy representation is for good Grovernment ” , 
ivithout it "what good is it to India to be under the 
British sway ? It will be simply another Asiatic 
despotism We ai e only British di udges or slaves ’’ 
There was a long debate, and the resolution was 
cairied unanimously on the following day It was 
partly granted in the Mmto-Moiley reforms 24 yeais 
latei 

The fourth resolution was moved by Mr Dadabhai 
ISTaoro]!, and the discussion was lemaikable for the 
speech of Mr D S White, who wished to stop the 
impoitation of boys from England at great expense, 
and to abolish the Cml Seri^ice, utilising, both from 
England and India, men of experience and reputation 
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Tlie reaolation was earned, and the age limit has 
been raised bnt the main prayer is not yet granted 
It IS pathetic to read the reiterated confidence of 
the speal-era in the justice of the English people ” 
and to eee that that confidence is still nojostified 
Mr P Rangiah Nnidu m the next resolution, after 
pointing out that militnrv expenditure hod increased 
from £11,403 000 m 1857 to £10 075 750 in 1834, 
pleaded Viith the Qo\ernment to change their pres- 
ent pobc} of suspiCTon and distrust for a generous 
and confiding one to impro\o tlie Native Arm)/* 
to accept the offers of the people to enrol as Volun 
teera then no more European soldiers would be need 
ed Mr U F Mncha in seconding made the first of 
many great Congress spcechos on able and exhaustiro 
ro> low of tlie military position cmellj unfair to 
India and plating on her most unjust burdens, llio 
resolution v>o.i earned as was tlie next urging tliat 
if military expenditure wax not diminished, it should 
bo mot bv re-ira]K)Hition of the import duties, the 
nlwlition of which had robbed poverty stricken India 
to cnncJi wi>i]th> J^ncnshiro Tlie debate sltowrd 
the thorough knowledgt ond rare ability of tlie men 
taking jMtrt in it and w» hear also tbt ir ripudmtion 
of opinions now long fnmibnr threngh thirtv years 
of repetition lliat educntinl Indians wire disloral and 
Itlmt hughsh iilumtum had awnkom -d dnngeroti s 
Uapirations ' “ 

' Tlie rrsoluti m <n Ilunna and tbi nnmmingtwo 
were cjuickU ja ■«ed qnl the first National Congress 
di solvnl leoTing a hBpjn and in pirnig memory of 
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lnt«neetnal^ monl, and phjilcal gmUBcationa a* may dedded by 
Govarntnont to be neootmy lastly that the marimam afc© of 
candidatei for entraiKO Into the Coronantod CIT^1 Berrice bo 
ndaed to not lesa than 23 yoan 

6 Tbat in the opinion of tbU Oo great the propoaed inomaae 
in the military expendltnra of the empire it tmnwettary, and 
regard being had to the rerenoeo of the empire and the exUting 
clreii inttanoet of the cotmtry ercetaire 

6. That in the opinkm of thla Congrett, tf the increaaed 
domanda for military axpendltme are not to be, at they ought to be 
met ^ letronohment, they onghl to bo met, flrftly by tho re- 
impo^Ulon of the Onatomt dnUot | tod, tocondly hr ine ortonalcm 
oflho llcono&-tax to thoao clotaet of tho commonit^ official and 
'tfon-offlcrtol, at pceaenk exompted from it, cure being taktm that in 
the caao d all olaatct a tofflctenlly high taxnble minimom bo 
maintainocL And forthor that thla Oongrott it of opinion that 
Great Britain thonlJ extond on Imporinl gnanBtoo to tho Indian 
debt. 

7 That th • Oongretr doprecBiot tho rmnexatton of Upfrir 
Dnnoft and conddora that if tho Oorommcnt nnfortonately doddo 
on annexation, tbe entire coaotrr of Burma ehonld be aepnmtod 
from the lodlu Vlcoroynlty and renititotod a Crown Colony at 
dlatinct In all mattari from tho Goremnont of thla country at it 
Oeylom 

8 That tho reanlatloot paatc^S by thU Congrett bo coremnn! 
cntod t the PoUtkal AuoctatioTM In oeeh prerinfe and tliat tbeee 
Atcociationt be roqaeittr>d with the help of dmilar bodtct and other 
Bgcmclon within tltolr retpcctlrr prorineet to adopt ancli menaoree 
at they may contider calealated to ttlmncr the eottlrment of tho 
rarioiitqacttlcmt dealt with in thew roeolDtlont, 

0 That tho Inillan Ntllonal C ngro«a re^atnomhle next ymr In 
Onloettt end rit oo TdobJat tin* 2Sth of Ik^tnlicT 1W*0 and the 
next iTOcromUng dnyt. 
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Tiih diireroiit cliar.icfer of the second Congiess as 
compared n iMi (he Inst lias rrtrldiy been e mphasised' 
olilcial iccoid t it points out, the liist 
Congre^-s -was composed of Volunteer s, the second 
of Deleg.ites. and m tliose two words lies the essen- 
tial diffeience, and they inaik the immense progress 
in the countr}’- which lay between the two Tlie 
Congress had captnied tlie lieait as well as the 
brain of India It is interesting to turn over the 
pages containing cxtiacts from papeis published in 
all parts of India, and to glance at the lepoits of 
the meetings Iield foi the election of delegates , in 
these earl}^ days any association of any kind, oi any 
public meeting, might elect , the le was no oiganisa- 
tion to speak of, only an effort to find out that 
which the ISTation wished In this way 500 delegates 
were elected, of whom 434 actually regi stered then 
names and ciedentials as pi6sen t. and it is thought 
that 4 o r 5 left without doing so Various circulars 
were issued suggesting subjects for discussion and 
outlining proposals, so that delegates might not come 
unprepared — a plan that, unfortunately, fell into 
desuetude The representation of the Provinces is 
noteworthy, as showing the amount of interest taken 
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in each The N W P and Ondh head the list — out 
side Bengal — with 74 delegates marVing the enlight 
enment of the great Province which contains 
Lucknow Cawnpuj Agrn Allahabad Benares 
Bareilly, Meerut active oenlrea of thought , Bombay 
and Madras each sent 47 Panjab onlv 17, Central 
Provinces and Assam 8 each Bengal naturally sent 
a very large number 280 but she had 70 millions of 
people while the next the N W P and Oudh, had 
only 44 Beckoned by percentages Bengal liad 8 3 
per million and Bombay 2 7 

The delegates began to stream into Calcutta on the 
26th and the first meeting of the Congress held 
^on December 28th in the To^vn Hall packed to its 
limit of holding the fa moos scholar. Dr Bajendm 
hala Mittra welcomed the delegatcajvn d the visitors 
lie demanded with no nncertoin vo ice that repre - 
sentatives of the people should be elecled t o t^e 
Legislative Councils 

Wo live, not under a ^National Gorommeut, Irat 
under ft foreign bhrenurmey our foreign rulers aro 
foreigners b^ birth religion language habits, by every 
thing that divides humanity into different sections. They 
cannot poasilily dive into our hearts tho^ cannik 
ftscertam our wants, oar feoliogs our aspirations. Tlioy 
may trv their best nml 1 hove no reason to doubt that 
many nf our Go\t:rnor8 lia\o tried hard to ascertain onr 
feelings and onr wants hot owing to their pccoliar 
position they have failcHl to ascertain them 

Theu came a striking opinodc -V. very old man, 
Q great landed proprietor blind and trembling 
with age ” Jaikislmn Mfikcrji proposed the LTon Air 
Dadablmi Isaoroji os President In a fe^ words he 
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explained their Avish for such improvements m 
administration as should keep pace with the spread 
of education and enlightenment, saying that it was 
no wonder that then object had drawn distinguished 
men “ from all parts of the country, when you find 
a blind old man like myself of 79 yeais of age, 
bending undei the infirmities of age, taking a part^ 
in the delibeiations ” Most suiely these three men 
above — to say nothing of the support of the venerable 
Debendranath Tagore — disproved the slander that 
the Congress was the work of tuibulent youths and,' 
disappointed place-hunteis 

Mr Dadabhai Naoroji, in some preliminary obser- 
vations diew attention to the refusal of the Grovern- 
ment to giant the prayei of the fiist Congress for a 
Eoy^l Commission of enquiiy, but noted that they 
had agieed to giving a Council to the hT W P 
He laid stress on the bitter poverty of India, and 
urged that it was the right as well as the duty of 
this Congiess to set foith its convictions, both as to 
this iridespiead destitution and the primary steps 
needed foi its alleviation^’ The first meeting was 
closed by Babu Jaikishan, who said that the India of 
1886 was very different fiom that of 1835, yet a Piee 
Press had then been granted to India by Sir Charles 
Metcalfe “ Standing as I do, one of the few re- 
maining links between the Old India of the past and 
the Hew India of to-day, I can scaicely hope to see 
or enjoy the fruit of those labours on which this 
Congress and the Nation it lepresents aie entering, 
but I am glad to have lived to see this new departure, 
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and if an old man a STmpatliy and good wishes can 
aid or enconrage you m the noble work yon ore 
undertaking I can say from the bottom of my heart 
that that sympathy and those good wishes are already 
yours ” Thus blessed by the aged, the Congress 
took up its work- 

The Preeident, in hia opening address, made one 
often-diapnted point admirably clear and defined the 
scope of the Congress He point ed ont that th e 
Co ngresa was a pnrely political body, and while he 
wa s bir^lf prolouudiy alive to the nec^ity^ of gom l 
r eforms bn held that the Congress should deal o nly 
with political matter a o n which Indin iT^ WP^ _ 

and not wi th other quostions on which they w ere 
ngChsaarily divicled and on which 
Was t herefore possible^ Each commnnity Iiad its own 
social needs and those of on© were not those of 
nncther Bat they Imd common political needs, and 
conld unite on n common political platform “ A 
National Congress must confine itself to questions 
in which the entire Nation Jias a direct participation, 
and it must leave tho adjustment of social reforms 
and other class questions to class Congresses ” Tlio 
National Slovoraont the National Party as a whole, 
has its aspects religions, edncntional, social political 
and tho Congress la the organ of that Movement, 
tlmt National l*nrty for political action and for 
political action onlv Tlio Congress 1 ms steadily 
continued on tlio Iitu thus early laid doim 

As it was impo'wib )6 to carry on business in tho 
huge Toan Hall tin Congress int t on the 81*0001] day 
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in tlie rooms of tlie Biitish Indian Association The 
first llesolution on the Qneen-Em]ness’ Jubilee was 
earned Avith enthimiasin, and tlien J\rr D E 3^^s^cha 
moved the second, diaving attention to the “in- 
creasing poveity of vast numbers of the population 
of India ” He pointed out that the condition of the 
ryots had steadil} deteiioiated since 1848, and tliat 40 
millions of people had onl}* one meal a day, and not 
always that He pointed to the mam cause “ in the 
tiibute to Gieat Britain, expoited to fiuctify theie, 
and swell still fuitliei the unparalleled wealth of 
those distant isles, never m an}’’ shape to letiirn heie 
to bless the country from rvhose soil it v as Arming, 
or the people, the sweat of Avliose bioAvs it repre- 
sents ” The foi eigii agency must be minimised, 
othei-vAise poverty could not be relieved They must 
have lepiesentative institutions to ensuie tlie lefoims 
essential to National piospeiity Tlie Hon Mi 
S Subiarnania lyei added his testimony fiom Madras, 
saying it AA\as impossible to control “ the extoitions 
of the levenup autlioiities ” Several amendments 
Avere 23roposed — peimanent settlement, AVidei emplo}’’- 
ment of Indians, encouiagement of indigenous tiade, 
as palliatives — but all Aveie rejected and the oiiginal 
resolution earned 

The most lemaikable speech on the thud resolu- 
tion was that of Malik Bhagavan Das , from Dehra 
Ismail Khan, Avho, speaking in Urdu, said he came 
‘Tidm’ a lanX^Avheie men handle the sword moie 
readily than the pen ” , some said that the only 
people Avho Avanted changes AAmie Bengali Babus , 
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Do I look like a Bengali Baba f ” be aaked^ 
drawing up bia great frame in bis frontier dress All 
the more intelligent persons wanted them be said 
After recounting some special oa'ws of able men m 
hia own district he concluded 

There is not a district, not a town that does not 
oontsin many such or bettor men and do you suppose 
that any of them are greatly pleased with a form of 
administration which denies, to ninotr nine out of ererv 
hundred of them any career P or that any of them fail to 
see that representative institutions, and a much larger 
employment of Indians in the higher offices of State 
would be important steps towards the opening they want P 
I will not detain you longer I will only repeat that tbia 
Congress and the objects it auns’~nt'baTe the empathy 
of erery thinlang men m India, be he educated or nn 
educated j and though the Dewspftpenuaay jaumjido rstnDd 
the sub^t, I think the Goremmont knowT bellflfaud 
as, despite nustnhes that it makea, the Goromment is a 
generous Oovemmout 1 hope and thtnL too, that coiuiug 
to realise how oniTorsol is the feeling it will yield to our 
desire and concede if not atonce, 7 et pjcco by pioco all 
we ask for If I spenk plainly it is not tl at I am opposed 
to British rule — far from it that rule has no more 
earnest supporter than mynelf But good as it is, there 
arc many things yot that alionld be improved and 
amongst them the mattors donlt with bv this Congress, 
And while I aay May God prosper British rule in Indio 
for ever I olso sny ilay Ho give our rulers rnsdom to 
understand the reasonabloDeas of our •demands for reform 
and tho magnanimity to concede what we ask for 

The refKilntion wns unanimously earned Tlio rest 
of the time was spent in disonwnng tho draft of the 
fourth resolntion making mon> nmendmonts and 
finally by Bo'iolution VJ appointing n Coramitti“e to 
consider and report on tho Public Service question 
(All the Bcsolutiona will bo found on juige 20 W nty ) 
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On tiie tliud day, December 29th, the Congiess — 
meeting again in the Town Hall — Resolution VIII, 
asking for the extension of the juiy system was, 
aftei some discussion, earned unanimously, m the 
course of it, one delegate, Lala Murlidhar, from 
the Pan]ab, said that he came to the Congress 
from gaol, leleased on bail, convicted without 
evidence because I am considered a political agitator, 
because I have my own opinions and speak what I 
think without feai,” and the piotection ofthe]uiy 
was necessary against such abuses 

Grovernment is always angiy, as we know, when 
defects in the “ administi ation of justice” aie pointed 
out, but far moie haim is done to it by the loud and 
piolonged cheers with which this eminently respect- 
able assemblage of 1886 greeted this “’convicted” 
piisoner out on bail, than by the criticisms which 
should lead the Government to amend the matteis 
complained of 

This Resolution was completed by No IX, earned a 
little latei, uigiiig that the “innovation made in 
1872,” which depiived the vei diets of juries of 
finality, and “ foi the first time ” gave power to set 
aside verdicts of acquittal, “.should be at once with- 
diawn ” Some opposed it, on the giound that English- 
men weie sometimes ivrongfully acquitted by juiies 
of their countrymen, but a large majority, despite 
this temporaiy inconvenience, earned the light 
pimciple The abuse, howevei, still coutmues and 
has been teiiibly used, as in the hands of Sir John 
Hewett 
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Resolntion X, earned wlnle the preceding one was 
being drafted songht to give nconeed persons the 
right of demanding a oommittal to Beasions mstead of 
being tried by Magistrates It was pointed oat that 
tirst-class Magistrates, ** often quite young and iner 
penenced,’ could give a septence of two years’ 
imprisonment and a fine of Rs 1 000, and that 
if the Government desired to maintain the character 
of their Courts for jnstice ” they must give the 
option of a trial at Sessions Complaint was mode 
that some of the Magistrates were devoid of that 
conscientiousness that m former days was the charac 
tenstjc of Bntiah oSlcers ” The truth is that tho 
Courts do justice m ordinary cases as between Induui 
and Indian, bat since pobticol agitation has arisen, 
British officials like those of every ontocraoy have ft 
bms against every one who advocates political changes 
and such men — as in the case of Jjala Mnrlidhar — arc 
discriminated agnmat consciously or nnconsoiously 
hence ns Mr T Clndainbam Rao pointed out and 
ns all of ns know our liberties remain at the merej of 
magistrates often far from competent, from a legal 
point of view to exercise eneb great powers ” Tho 
next Resolntiou still legal demanded the separation 
of judicial and execnfivo functions 

Tlion came a Resolution (\II) of vital Importance, 
where Indian foresight far outstripped Bntuh — a 
Resolution appealing to Gorpniment to sanction 
volunteering so tlint Indians imglit be able to support 
them in on} crisi-t. It was mov(*d by Roja Rmnjml 
Singh in a most remarkable speech, o specth which 
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showed that in him, at least, the oldmaitial spiiit was 
not dead He began by saying that the loyal and 
conciliatory spiiit of the Congi ess should protect them 
fiom blame when they spoke on a matter on which 
they were distinctly at variance with Government ” 
The whole countiy had petitioned Government on the 
matter and had been lefused, " not ovei-giaciously ”, 
none the less must they pi ess it, as the highest 
mterests of Great Britain as well as India” weie 
concerned 

We are deeply gi’ateful to Government for all the 
good that it has done us, but we cannot be giateful 
to it when it is, no matter with what best of intentions, 
doing us a terrible and iiiepaiable iniuiy We 

cannot be giateful to it for degrading our natuies, for 
systematically ciushing out of us all maidiial spirit, foi 
converting a race of soldiers and hei oes mto a timid flock 
of quiU-driving sheep Thank God, things have not yet 
gone quite so fai as this There are some of us yet, 
everyvheie, vlio would be vulling to diaw sword, and if 
needful lay dow n our lives, for hearth and homes, aye and 
for the support and maintenance of that Government to 
w'hich we OAve so much But this is what we aie coming 
to and when w e once come to that, then I think that, 
despite the glories of the Pax Britannica, despite the 
noble intentions of Great Britain, despite all the good she 
may have done or tiled to do us, the balance aviII be 
against her, and India a\i11 have to regret lather than 
repice that she has ever had anything to do wnth 
England 

This ''may be stiong language, but it is the truth, 
nothing can evei make amends to a llation for the destruc- 
tion of its national spirit, and of the capacity to defend 
itself and the soil from w^hich it springs 

Hor IS it only we who shall have to i egret and suffer 
for the mistaken policy that our Government is unhappily 
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porauiD^ m thia roatter Loolk. where you will aroiuid yov 
in the world and jon will aeo gigantic armies and 
armaments There is tronble in store for the whole 
civilised world and sooner or later a tremeodons militai^ 
struggle will commence in which nsaured^ before it 
terminates, Great Britain will be involved. Great Britain 
wnth all her wealth cannot pot one hundred men into the 
6eld for every thonaand that several Continental Powers 
can. England herself is isolated and by her insular 
position to a certain extent protected but no friendly sea 
roUa between Europe and Asia, the landwaiT^ path to 
India IS known and open India is not isolated and rt 
will be Indie on whose poasession hall Great Britain s 
wealth and status depends, that will be the scene of any 
serious attack by any Continental Powers on Great 
Britain, 

Then will England regret that instcaid of hanng 
mOlions of brave Indiarts trained to arms to flmg back 
invader*, she has only her scanty legions to oppose to 
them, and from her timid subjects cun only look at most 
for good wishes — good aishes, truly good things in tlicir 
way bat poor bulwarks against itenlan nfles and stool 
circmanco 

But on our own axwunt we deprecate the existing 
policy High and low we are losing all knon ledge of tlie 
uso of arms, and with this that spirit of self rolmnco 
which enables a man to dare, which make* men braic 
which makes them worthy of the name of men W hen I 
was only five \ears of ago rov grandfather made luo licgin 
to learn all physical exorcises in vogue amongst os and I 
was troinod to the use of all orzns and in all martial 
exercises. But what man now sends his son for such 
training? '\\ hat young man nowndavs knows anvtliing 
of these things? Iiftv vrars ogo, without desinng wnr- 
fare every young man s heart glowed within him at the 
thought of some dev showing his prowess in n fair Held 
I»ow most young mi n would I fear conlomplato onv such 
possible contingency with vtrv let me sav mixed feelings 
If men are to be fit for soldiors, fit to figfit to any |mrpo-o 
when the time of tnsl comet* and como it must for every 
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(nijiitiv. iinisl lio <ruiitrlin the tisc of nnris, 

t)! 0 \ fii'jii ( 1)1 II I'liildliDotl ».('( (Ill'll’ jiiiriMits, then 

older- ii'-uijr min'- aiul p'li ( u ip ihinr in (lio'-o mm (ml 
(*\) in'-!"- «lurli onh 5") \eii'- niro m Oiidli nt loiml, wcio 
put of ( \ I r\ !_'x’n( li imin *- ma iijiiit loii 

\nd (hell nriotlH I M'i \ impnitniit pond — fiidm is 

jirntiojilh lieiiio’ jinpox I'nslird, (o i friud oxteid, 

In till* onormoU'' I’vpi'ii'-e of liei '•timilnii^ arm^^ 
SiKiiiei m lull I (he iiusIhiil' u«‘ij,''ld of tins (for 
lici n’soiii ( oiioiMinii'' « \p«'ii(Idtin‘ mil liroak down 
ntlx’r (In* <niin(i\ oi (lu* (iinoi nmnd Now b\ » ]udi- 
noiis OIK otn n^onn nt of Indinn 5'oluid(’( i if would lu* 
possibh* tu ii'dtn 1 ' \ I'l \ uiontU (lii*- nnldin \ L\]M*ndiline, 
and \(t li>a\i*<lio (oindi\ fai stionprr foi di'fonsnc 
pm poses than d now is 

lint I nmrid on on foi Inmi'- I mn,dit dwell on the 
fact tli.it ni (lie wa\ (lu Arms A<( is now wimked m man} 
loe’dino-, tlie jK'OpIi*. then lieids, (hen u ops, are wholly 
at the mei(\ of wild heasts 1 might dwell on (he nisnlt, 
tin* nijustue, (he Mohdion of the most saeied and solemn 
pledges h\ England to India, that me nn oh c*d in the 
lilies tint ju'i nut Indian Christians, hut do not peimd 
Indian Jlincliis oi Muhammadans, in \oluntocr But I 
ha\e said cnouirh, uul indeed being, as we me, all of one 
mind, too much .iliendt J fe.u on this subject, in winch I 
am deoplv interested 1 will onh now add that wo do not 
aslv Goieinmeiit to pul aims hlindl} into all men’s Imnds, 
hut oiih to pel mit uudei such lules and icstrietions ns it 
sees lit, tlie better and moie educated classes of its loyal 
Indian subjects to fju.ilif^ tliemfiehes to defend, when 
occasion ma\ leqiine, then homes, then counir} and their 
Govei nment 

ISTeedless to sa)*- fclial tlie i evolution was carried, and 
yet, 29 yoais latei , the Ai ms Act is still on the Statute 
Book, and only Indian Chnstians are permitted to 
volunteer iSfone tlie less, the feelings expressed so 
passionately by Baja Bampal Singh tin oh as passion- 
ately in the lieaits of all Indian gentlemen to-day 
3 



28 


HOW INDIA WEOUQHT FOB PEBBDOM 


^ The declt ^ h 


tiona, Mr Sarendranath Barnierji brought up the 
Report of the Committee appointed to consider the 
Pubhc Semoe Question and it unaninioiiBly 

approved bj Beaolntion Vil He then moved Re- 
solution TV, and the tentative suggestions embodied 
m it urging 


Self Goremment is the ordering of nature, the will 
of Dinne Providence Every Nation must be the arbiter 
' of its own destimes — such is the omnipotent flat inscribed 
hy Nature with her own hands and in her own eternal 
ib«k- But do we govern ourselvc* P The answer is no. 
{Are wo tbon living in an unnatorrQ state P Yoa, in the 
some state in which tlie patient lives onder tbo mlmstra 
tjons of tJje phynoian wo or© passing throagh a period 
of probation and a period of trial nnaer the auspices of 
one of the mo«t freedom loving Notions in the world. And 
we clam that the period of probation may now fairly 
fterminato that the leading strings may be taken off and 
|the child having emorgea into the dawn of mature mam 
ihood, may at any rate be partially ontmatod with the 
I management of his own offaira. If it -were otherwise, the 
'circumstance would imply the gravest slur upon the 
character of British role in India for it would mean that 
after more than a century of British rule and of tngltfh 
education, ■so oro etdl onflt to appreciate the pruirlples 
ond to pmctiso the art of Self Government But I ha\e 
no fears on this score In our own Province local self 
government has liecn romarkahlj suecesafuL We have it 
on the highest authority for no leas a porsonaga than 
His Honour the Lioatonaiit Governor has ueclorcd that in 
Bengal local self gorornmeut has on the whole been a 
success and I am quite sure similar testimony would bo 

forthcoming m reference to the other Provinces of India. 

It would indeed bo a marxTjl if it were otherwihe Our 
Ponchayat system is an old as the hills and Is graven on 



THC SnCOND CONGKKSS 


27 


the lie.ul^ and the insiintts of the people Self-Grovcni- 
nient is thercfoie iiothnifj ne^\ to tlio liabits oi tlie ’\\nys 
of thought of tlie people of India 

Tlie motion was seconded by Mi N G. Cliandavar- 
kar in a poweifnl speech, in uliicJi he showed, b}’- 
quotations, tliat the great Englishmen who had 
luled in India had contemplated Self-Government 
Other speeches followed — they all deseive reading, 
so good were they — and then came Pandit Madan 
Mo han ]\Ialaviva. m aking his maiden jpjsech- in the 
Congress, an d faj ily^ _caii}’i i^Jhis^ii,udience away ivitli 
the~'eloquen^ which has ever since been at India’s 
seivice One quotation we must have 

It IS not to the great -British Government that we 
need demonstrate the utilit}', the expediency, the neces- 
sity of this great refoim It miglit have been necessary 
to support our petition fox this boon with sucli a demon- 
stration, were we governed by some despotic monarch, 
3ealous of the duties, but ignorant and careless of the 
rights of subjects , but it is surely unnecessary to say pne 
word m support of such a cause to the British Govern- 
ment or the British Hation — to tlie descendants of those 
brave and great men who fought and died to obtain for 
themselves and preserve intact for their children those 
very institutions which, taught by their example, we now 
crave, who spent their whole lives and shed their hearts’ 
blood so freely in maintaining and developing this 
cherished principle 

What is an Englishman without representative 
institutions ? Wliy, not an Englishman at all, a mere 
sham, a base imitation, and I often wonder as I look 
round at our nominally English magnates, how they have 
the face to call themselves Englishmen and yet deny us 
representative institutions, and struggle to maintain 
despotic ones Representative institutions are as much a 
part of the true Briton as his language and his literature 
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Will any one tell me that Great .Bntam mil, m cold 
blood, deny na, her free bom irabjeot®, the first of theao, 
Trben, by tbe gift of the latter she has qualified na to 
appreciate and mated na to deaire it P 

^ No taxation iritliont representation That is the first 
commandment m the Enguahman a Political Bible how 
can he palter with hia oonaoience and tax tm here hi* 
free and edncated fellow anbjects, aa if we were dnmb 
ahoep or cattle P Bat we are not dumb any longer 
India has found a Toice at last m this great Congress, 
and m it, and through it we call on England to be true 
to her traditions, her mstinots, and herself and grant us 
our rights as free-bom British citixons* 

The reaolution was of coarse earned nnanimonsly 

Resolution V was next bronght on as helping to 
give effect to the all important Resolntion lY and 
was quickly earned 

Resolutions XV Kill, XTV were then passed m the 
order given to send the resolntions to the Viceroy, to 
be forwarded by him to the Qneeu Empress and the 
Secretary of State to establisli Standing Congress- 
Committees and to bold the next Congress m 
Madras. This memorable silting then closed with n 
vote of thanks to the President 

Tlie State-tman (Calcutta) had a remarkable article 
on tbe Congress saying that the Congress was 
composed of men to whom we can point with pride, 
as the ontcome of a century of our rule ’ The 
London THmrs on tlie other hand burst into violent 
mvectne, declaring that tho Congress— our renders 
can judge of the truth of tho statement — was 
‘ merely an affair of discontented place-set Vers — mfn 
of straw, with little or no stake in the country 
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por'^on'i of con^idorablo iiniiahvo pOAsers . . , of 
tofal Ignorance oi (ho loal jnohlonis of (loveimnent 
. dologaiob from nil (ho'=:e lalKnig clubs 
inighi lu'conion von(»nv dnngor to juildic tranquillity ” 
A trulent rnbliKh, wlinh <1 h 1 it*' nH‘'oino\ous \\oik in 
Groat lintain 

The A icoio\ . lj(ir<l Dufionn, i^tiMVorl some of the 
inonibor'-, lot a-' (Ii'h‘tralo>> hut ns distmguibhod 
visitors to iho capital”’ lli' also ni\ itod them to a 
garden parti, carefnlli e\phmnng that he did not ask 
thorn a" lopiosontutuc's Unconsciously Imnioxous 
lias Ills K\<*cllenci lUit he doubtless meant well. In 
ain cMse, the lejirosontatuc character of the Congress 
iva'? recognised b) India, if not b> ibis amiable 
gentleman 


RESOLUTIONS 

T Tlmt tliiK Cniifro'sc <)f ll(>lo;rn(oR fi-oin nil jinrlq of Inctin do 
liumljh oaor jt'< dutiful nnd lo^nl congrntulntiouR to Her Most 
Gncioiis Jliijost), lilt* IliupicsR, on tlic niipronohjng 

cotnjdetion of tlu* lir«t hnlf toutur\ of hor uicinomblo, IjcneCcont 
niid glonouK roigii, nud heurtih wisii her iniun, mnii) inoic, nnd 
hnppj , tears of rule over tlic great Uiitish Empire 

Representation 

ir That tins CongroF« regiids nith the deepest sympathy, and 
viens mill gra\o npjirclien';ion, the incrcnsing poverty of vast 
numbers of the population of India, nnd (although anaro that the 
Government is not o\ orlooking tins matter and is contemplating 
certain pnlluiti%es) desires to i-ecord its fivod conviction that the 
introdnction of Rcproscntntno Institutions ivill proi e one of the 
most important practical steps toiiurds the amelioration of the 
condition of the people 

III That this Congress do, emphatically, reaffirm the 3rd 
Resolution of the Congress of 1885, nnd distinctly declare its belief 
that the rcfoian and otpansion of the Council of the Governor- 
General for making Lan s nnd of the Provincial Legislative Councils 
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thenin lomccted, hire now become esmiti&l aJfVB tn the intereet 
of Indie and BuglencL 

lY That thii Oongreu la of opinion that In riring practical 
eilect to this essential reform, regard should be had (aub^eot to tueh 
modifloatlcms as, on a more detailed examination of the qnecUotL, 
mar oommend themaelrea to the Oorerrunenl) to the principles 
embodied In the following tentallre acggeatlona 

(1) The number of peraooa composing the Legislatlre 
Coundla, both Prorinclal and of the Qommor Qaneraf to bo 
materlalJj Inoreaaed. Kot leea than one half the Hombers of soch 
enlarged Oouncfls to bo elected, hot more than one fourth to bo 
offloiali baring aeata In aooh Oouncils, and not more than 

ooo-foorth to be Uembera, offloiid or Don-offldal, nominated bj' 
Gorcrnmont. 

( 1 ) The ngbt to elect membon to tha Pnrrlncial OooncIW 
to be conferred onlj on thoae claaaes and mombon nt the 
oommunltj pnwui foot capable of exercising U wisely and 
Independently In BengnI and Bombay the OoanfrQlora may be 
elected by tho membon ^ Uimlo polltlca, Birtrlot Booxds, Ohambers 
of Commerce and the Uolreraldea or an electorate mar be m 
etltuted of all penoos pooeeealag eoeb guallBcatioaa, odoeatlonal 
and pecuniary as may bo deemed neceaeary In Madna, the 
Coun^on may bo elecw either by District Boards, Uunidpalitiee, 
Chambers of Commorco and the Dnlrorelty or by Eleetoml eoflape* 
compoaed of members partlr elected by these bodies and partly 
Dominated by GorenunonL In the NWh Weet Prerrineet snd 
Ondh and in the Panlah, Connclllora niny bo eloeted by an Electoral 
OoHoot eompesod or membors elected by ilunldpal and District 
Boaru and Dominated to an extent not oxcealing one sixth of the 
total number by Ooremment, It being understood that the same 
eloctlra system now la force where UunMpel Bcurtla are concerneil 
will be applied to District Board% and tho right of electing mem1>er* 
to these latter oxtended to tho culdmUng class. But whntcrpr 
srstcDi bo a<l* pfed (and tho details mart bo worked out separately 
f r carh prtrnnee) cure most bo tnlcen that all scctlncs of the 
eommonlty and all great Interests, uro adequately represented. 

(3) Tho doeted Hetnbcrn of th Council of tho Oormiof 
General for malring Daws, to bo elected I y tho elected Members of 
tho scrrral Prerlncisl CoudcIU. 

(4) No eloctr<l or oomlnated Member of any Council, t 
reeeire any asUry or rrmuneimtlon In rlrtnr of sorb memUTshlp 
but any iroeh Member already In receipt of any noremmeni salary 
or allowanee to etmtlnue In Iraw tn same nnebanged doriag 
memberahlp ami all Members In be mtllled to be reimbursed 
any e pensca Incum 1 la trarelll g In cfrorteclkto with tbrir 
racmberal Ip 
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(5) All jv'rsoH*-, n’f-Iflrnf iii liidin, to ho clif,ol)]i‘ for Konts 
in Conncil, whotlicr ns olpctocs or iionunooi, nitlioiit cliHlnictioii of 
rncp, crcotl, c isfo or oolmir 

(C>) \11 lop:i<;lotm' nionsiirt'K nntl nil linniicial qiiestions, 
iiiclndijif^ nil Imdppt':, ivliotlior tliopo inioho non or enluinced 
tnxntion nr not, to ht nfi (“=*‘nnl\ Ftilnnittod to imd denlt nith In 
tlippo Cmiiu’it'i In tin - 1 of nil otla r hmiirln s of tlir* iulmini‘<tni- 
lion, nn\ 'Mpinlipr to Ik* nt hln*rt\, nficr duo notu o, to pul nin 
quofition lie f( os lit l<i tho rx vjjinn Momhcrs (or mu li one of 
thoso us mm Ik* siuiiidh tlmrjjod mtli flio nupoiMsion of the 
pnrticulnr Itrinoli lomoniod) mid to ho < ntitlod (f\copt as 
Jicronmfti’i pnmdod) to notno a n.ph to llI^ quosiion, to/^etlior 
mtli t opios of am pi|M’i« riquiMti fortlu tliorouf;li c(un])n*lionsion 
of the Fiihjcct, and on thin n*ph tin* Count. d to he at ldtcrt> to 
coiiKiderand discuss tin quo«iion and rt'conl then on suoli iCFoliition 
ns ninj appear liTtinp to the niajoiiti Prontled that, if the nuh 
joct m n-'fmid t<i whuh the eiu|uir\ ih nmde m\ol\ts mattora of 
Fompii j>olu\, Militarv dippositions or Hti~itetr\ , or if otherw ipo of 
Fuch a nature that, in the opinion of the Flvciutne, the piihlie 
inltreatK uould he mnft'nnlh imperilled hj the t ommiinuation of 
the infornmlion asked for, it shall ho tfuupelent for thein toiiiRtriict 
the cr ofTicfo 'Memherfi, or ono of them, to rejih nrtordingl;i , and 
dcrline to funiiph the information asked for 

( 7 ) Tlic lltecutne Goicrnment phnll jioshcpp the ))OMor of 
o\erml:ng thodctiRion nrrnednt h% the majority of the Council, 
ino\er\ case in mIiilIi, in its opinion, the pnhlic intorestfl uould 
fiiifferln the ntceptnnee of fiiitli decision , hut Mheno\er this jinnor 
IS exercised, a full exposition of the proiinds on uliieh this has been 
considered iieee«par\, slinll he jnihlisliod ■wit Inn one month, and in 
the case of locuil Gfnoniments tliex slinll rcjiort (ho circiimstancos 
and explain their action to tlio Government of India, and in the 
case of (his latter, it fihall rcpoit and explain to tlio Rocrotnr} of 
State , and in anj such case on a rcprescnlntion made through the 
Government of India and the Secrctnrj of State bj the overruled 
mnjontr, it sliall he tompetent to tho Standing Committee of the 
House of Commons (recommended in the 3rd Eesolntion of Inst 
j ear’s Congress which this present Congress has ntiirmed) to con- 
sider the matter, and call for nnj and all jiapers or information, and 
hear any persons on behalf of such majority or otherwise, and 
thereafter, if needful, report thereon to the full House 

V. That tins Congress do invnto all Puhlic Bodies and all 
Associations throughout the Country, Ininihly and earnestly, to 
entreat His Excelloncj the Viceroy to obtain tho sanction of Her 
Majestj'^s Secretary of State for India to the appointment of a 
Commission, to enquire exhanstiwelj into tho best method of intro- 
ducing such a tentntiv o form of Roprosontntivo Institutions into 
Incha, ns has been indicated in Resolutions III of the past, and IV 
of the present year’s Congress 
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PoliUo Bervloa 

YI Ttuit ft OommittM oompoaed of thft genUemen oftmed In 
the margin be appointed to eonctderthe PnbUo Serrice Qnettkm 
and report thereon to thii Congrest. 

Hon. Dadahhai HaonMI (Bombay) 

„ S Sabramanla Ijer (Hadm) 

„ Feerj Mohan Moheril (Oalontta) 

Mr O Snbramanla Irer (Uadrma). 

Baba Motflal Ohoae ([Oalentta) 

„ Sttrendra hath BasnerJI (Oalcntta). 

„ Gtuinprajad Varma (Lnoknow) 

R<TnV«1t Ohandhnri (Denam). 

„ Gnm Fraaad Ben (Patna) 

Pandit Prannath (Lnoknow) 

Monahi KaihJpraaad (Allahabad). 

Hawab Rexa Adi Khan (Lncknow). 

Mr Hamid AH (Lnokiww). 

T^a KnnTmlal (Amritaar). 

Bao Babab Qangadhar Bao Uadhaw OhJtnaTli (Nagpur). 

Mr BahlcatnBa U. Sajani (Domfaaj) 

V7I That tfala Ooofrea appmrea and adopt* U>* report tab 
mttted bj the Committee appointed hj Beaolntion TI. 

BEPOHT 

We, the Memben of tbe Committee appointed br tbe Con 
greaa to vnbmit a itatement In coonorilon with the Pabllc Serrice 
qneatkm hare the honoor to report that the fbllowi g reaolattan 
were ananlmonalj adopted oa at a meeting held jeaterdaj i 

1 That tbe open CompeHtlre Exarainatkm be held almal 
taneonalj both in India and In England. 

3. That tbe almaltaTKoiu examlnationa thni hold be eqaaHj* 
open to all clanea of Her Msjcatj'a anbjecta. 

3 That the clani&ed Hat be prepared accordiag to merit 

4 That the OongreM ciprcaa tho hope that the Chil Serrice 
Corarulvdoncn will gire fair conalderatJun to Somilcrit and Arabic 
among the ■ bject of enmicatl a. 

b. That the age of candJdatea eligible for admlnkm to tbe 
open Competitire Examination Iw not len than 19 or u recora 
arended bj Sir 0 Aitchiaon more than S3 jreara. 

G. That itmnltaneona examlaatkmi being granted, the 
8 tataUtr 7 CIrfl Se r r i ce be cloaed for flnt appolntmenta. 
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7 That the appointments in the Statutory Civil Service, 
under the existing rules, be still left open to the Members of the 
Uncovenanted Service and to professional men of proved merit and 
ability 


8 That all appointments reqmiing educational qualifications, 
other than covenanted first appointments, be filled by Competitive 
Examinations held in the different Pronnces, and open in each 
Proimce to such natural-bom subjects of H M only as are residents 
thereof 

These Pesolutions it is hoped, cover the mam principles which 
nnderhe the questions set by the Public Service Commission For 
a more detailed consideration there was no time 

(Sd) Dadabhai Naoboji, 

20th December, 1886 Prestdefit of the Committee 


Ijegal 


Vni That, m the opinion of this Congress, the time has now 
arrived when the system of trial by jniy may be safely extended 
into many parts of the Country where it is not at present in force 

IX That, in the opinion of this Congress, the innovation made 
m 1872 in the system of trial by jury, depriving the verdicts of 
Junes of all finality, has proved injunous to the Country, and that 
the powers then, for the first time, vested in Sessions Judges and 
High Courts, of settmg aside verdicts of acquittal, should be at once 
withdrawn 

X That, in the opimon of this Congress, a provision, similar to 
that contamed in the Summary Junsdiction Act of England (under 
which accused persons in senous cases have the option of demand- 
ing a committal to the Sessions Court), should bo inti-odnced into 
the Indian Code of Cnminal Procedure, enabling accused persons, 
in warrant cases, to demand that, mstead of being tried by the 
Magistrate, they be committed to the Court of Sessions 

XI That this Congress do place on record an expression of the 
universal conviction, that a complete separation of executive and 
judicial functions (such that in no case the two functions shall be 
combined in the same ofiBcer) has become an urgent necessity, and 
that, in its opinion, it behoves the Government to effect this separa- 
tion without further delay, even though this should, in some 
Provinces, mvolve some extra expenditure 
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Tolontaarln^ 

TIL Th>it in risw of the tmaotUod ftste of pnbUc allein In 
Eanrpe, and the hnmento aacinaiioo tliat the people of thii coantrr 
if dolj proparod thcnkfor it capable of rendering to Great Britain 
in tho erent of anT- aeriotn compllcatioiu ariilng this Cangreas do 
eameatlj appeal to the GoTenunent to authorise (under soeh mles 
and reakietktns as maj to It seem fitting) a natem of Yolimteering 
for the Indian inhabitants of the conntiy tnon as maj qmllfj them 
to snpport the Ooremment, effectirelj in anj mlsla . 

Or^axtiaation 

XUL That Standing Oongreas-OominiUees be constitotod at 
all important centres. 

XIY That the Third Indian Naltona! Congroas assemblo at 
Uadru on tho Z7th of Deoomhor 1887 

XV That copies of these BeaolnUons bo fonrardod to IIJs 
Excelleno/ tho yicoroj in OocraaTl, with tho humble reqnests, that 
he will came the 1st Resolethm to be sobmlttcd in dno comae to 
Her UaJestT the Qoeen Empreaa, (hat be wfU caase all tho Beeoln 
tlcms 1o be laid before Her lIa)M^ s Secretary of Biaio for India, 
and that ho hJcnself will be grackmaly pktasod, is eoasnltatlon with 
his coUmgao*, to accord them bis beet consldentioiu 

(Sd.) Dituaoai haoaon, 

P e4td4ut of tho Serrad ludfom hatieut Coffrt** 



CHAPTER III 


The spirit of the thud National Coiigiess is shown 
by the heading of the official Kepoit, taken fiom 
tlie speech of Raja Sir T Madliava Rao, K, C S I , 
tlie Chairman of the Reception Committee, who, 
speaking of the Congress, decl.ued that it was 

the soundest trmmpli of British Administration, 
and a Crown of Gloiy to the Biitish Nation ” The 
words recall those of Macaulay, when lie said that 
the noblest monument of British Rule in India would 
be the establishment of Britain’s free institutions in 
the land. 

The thud Congress met at Madras m Decembei, 
1887 As eailj^ as May 1st, 1887, a stiong Recep- 
tion Committee of some 120 members was foimed, 
with Raja Sir T Madhava Rao as Chairman, and 
embracing Hindus of all castes, Muhammadans, 
Indian Christians and Eurasians, a thoroughly re- 
presentative body Every town of over 10,000 in- 
habitants was asked to form a sub-committee, and 
a vigorous political propaganda was cairied on, 
30,000 copies of a Tamil Gongi ess Catechism, by Mr. 
Yiraraghavachariar, being distributed A striking 
proof of the result of this was the fact that Rs, 5,500 
were contributed by 8,000 subscriptions vaiying from 
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anna one to Es 1-8, and another Rs. 8,000 Yarying 
from Ra 1-8 to Rs, 30 Poor people even sent 
oollections from Mandalay Rangoon Singapore and 
the eastern islands It is pleasant to see the names 
of the Ealing Pnnces of Mysore Trarancore and 
Cochin, and Their Highnesses the Maharaja of Vixla 
nagaram and the Raja of Venkatagin at one end of the 
snbscribera with one-anna ooobea at the other — a 
truly National wort The Standing Congress Com 
mitteea were asked to send up subjects for disoosaion 
and the energetic Committee greatly dnnng set np 
a huge Pandal, capable of bolding 8 000 persons, 

/ 700 delegates had been elected and 607 were 
_^otnfllly present Tlie table was as follows 


Madras 

302 

Bombaj’ and 8mdh 

W 

Bengal, Onssa and Aaksid 

79 

b W P and Ondh 

45 

Central Provinces 

13 

Panjab 

9 


607 


The Panpb bad elected 42 delegates though only 
0 appeared From the Panjab to iladras is a far 
cry A good feature was tbo presence of 45 ryots and 
10 artisans A noteworthy delegate was hfr John 
Adam ‘ the Princi/ml of the great J*acIiaiyaj)paV 
Collegiate establishment” Tlie Report also notes 
the friendliness of The Madme Mail The Bombay 
Oa cHe the Calcutta Daily Aetrj» and Slalrsman 
Among the manj who sent letters of sympatljy were 
the Shn iinhant of Tirupati, and the hlnhnraja of 
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Darbliaiiga, and of course the Hon Mr K T Telang^ 
Millie the Hon. Mr. G M Eanade ivas present in 
person, though, as before, unable to serve as a 
delegate 

The Congiess met on December 27th, in the Pandal, 
erected in iMackay’s Gaidens, some 3,000 sjiectatois 
assembling in and around the great tent Sir 
Madhava Eao in a feiv vords Avclcomed the delegates, 
and, being in lei v ivcak health, gave his biief speech 
to Mr C V. Sundaram Shastii toiead,he justified 
the Congiess, expiessed his belief that the Govern- 
ment was Avilling to help India to advance, and urged 
caution on “ all parties concei ned ” Mr WO Banneiji 
pioposed and the Hon Mi S Subiamania Aiyar 
seconded, the election as Piesident of Mi Budiudm 
Tyabji, who took the chan amid great applause , it is 
interesting to note that the first Congiess was 
presided over by a Hindu, tlie second by a Paisi, 
the thud by a Musalman 

Mr Tyabji laid stress on the repiesentative char- 
actei of the Congiess, asseited its loyalty, and 
finally advised that a Committee — the names of which 
he lead out — should be appointed to considei the 
many suggestions sent in foi discussion and to draw 
up a progiamme for the ivork of the Congress 
The proposal was ivaiinly appioved and the following 
Committee was accepted 

Bengal, Assam and Orissa — Mr W C Bannerji, Dr 
Trailokyanath Mitra, Messrs Surendranath Bannerji and 
Horendranath Sen Behai — Messrs Sahgram Singh, and 
Guru Prasad Sen Bombay and Sindh — ^hlessrs Chanda- 
varkar, Khare, Dhruva, Nam Joshi, and Gohind Buksh 
4 
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North Wett Pronncn and Oudh — Mr Moalvi Hamid All, 
Raja Rampal Stngh Mr Ram Kali Oliaudhon and 
Pandit Madan MoLan ilalavira Pai^ah — Pandit Satya 
nand Agnihotn and Lola ilnrlidhar Mndrat — Meaara. 
Hume Sabapathy Mudaliar SanLoru Nan* and W S 
Ganta. 

The appointment of this Committee is mteresting 
as it was really the first Subjects Committee,” the 
body to which all real debate hna gradnally been 
transferred It la a question whether the plan la a 
good one since tlie Committee sits in private, and 
hence both the members and the pnbbo lose the 
healthy influence of open debate, which add 
ed BO much to the vitality and interest of the 
Congress the public sittings become a more for 
mal passing of resolotions debated in Comniittee 
Besides the yonnger delegates lose tlie training in 
debate which thej enjojed in earlier days and be- 
come the more critical when they have no fair oppor- 
tunity of expressing dissent and moving amendments 
In the days we are now stud} mg amendments ft ore 
freqnentl} brought forward and thoroughly debated 

On the second da} December 28th the first Reso- 
lution appointed a Coiiimitteo to consider wliat, if any 
rules slioiild l>o framed for tlio constitution and work 
ing of the Cong^ross to report on the 30th (the list of 
names will be found in the Resolution, two names, 
that of tlie mover and of Jlr R P Kamndikar being 
added to tlio original Iwt) flio Resolution wus 
moved by Dr Trailolnanath Mitra, ftho renmrked that 
some opponents said that the delegates represented 
no one but themsilves ftliHe the\ must not check 
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the groAvth nnd development of the Congiess hy hard 
and fast rules, too eail}' imposed, the Avorld should 
know who elected the Congie'^s, and that the Congiess 
was really lepresentatu e i\Ir Hamid Ah Khan 
seconded, and Mr W S Gantz snppoited, pointing 
out that little voik aaus done between Congi esses, 
nhereas Avoik should continue throughout the 
yeai At this point Dr ^Vailokyanatli Mitra’s name 
Avas added Mr E P LCaiandikai inoA’'ed an amend- 
ment, narroAA'ing the scope of the Committee to 
framing lules, and pioposiiig to defei the question of 
a Constitution till the Congiess had gained moie ex- 
perience and had Ausited other PioAunces Others 
supported the amendment, regarding the pioposal to 
frame a Constitution as preniatuie, but on the appeal 
of the President the amendment Aias AvithdraAvn, as 
the Aidiole matter could be considei ed on the report of 
the Committee , this aa^hs done, Mi Kai-andikar^s name 
was added to the Committee, and the Eesolution was 
earned unanimously 

The second Eesolution re-affiimed the necessity of 
the admission of i epresentatives to the Legislative 
Councils, and Mi Surendranath Baiinerji said in 
proposmg it ^^We unfurl the banner of the Con- 
gress, and upon it aie Aviitten, in characteis of glitter- 
ing gold, which none may efface, the great Avoids 
of this Eesolution ‘ Eepresentative Institutions 
for India ’ ” He declined to enter into details, 
affirming only the principle, pointing out that they 
Avere not legislatois, and saying The Government 
has highly paid officials, drawing thousands of rupees a 
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month and it is for them to elaborate the Bill and 
settle the details upon principles which may find 
acceptance with the Government " It is significant 
that Baja Sir T Madhavn Rao seconded the proposal, 
remarking that prudent and conservative as he was, 
he regarded ns necessary for India representative 
iDstitntions he said the principle was one which 
the British Government I am sure will not and 
cannot refuse to recognise ’ He was optimistic 
onongh to believe this cantions old statesman, that 
in a year or two they would receive a satisfactory 
response to onr very reasonable recommendations ” ! 
Only 28 years have passed since then 

A long discussion followed in which Mr Bardley 
hiorton made a remarLable speech, in which be urged 
resolution coaragfo and endurance, until the right 
demanded was obtained “ I was told yesterday by 
one for whose clmmcter and educated qualities I 
chonsh a great esteem, that m joining myself with 
the labourers in tins CJongress 1 luive earned for 
myself the now title of n veiled seditionist' If it 
bo sedition gentlemen, to rebel ogninst all ^Tong j if 
it bo sedition to insrat that the people should have a 
fair share in the admmislmtion of their own countrv 
and affair* if it bo sedition to resist tymnnj to miso 
my voice agaimd oppression, to mntin} against 
injustice to insist upon a hearing before sentence to 
uphold the liberties of tho individual to vindicate 
our common right to grndnal but ever advancing 
reform — if this be sedition I nm nght glad to lie 
called a * scditionist,’ and doubly, aye, troblv glad, 
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when I look around mo to-day, to know and feel I am 

•• * 

ranked as one among such a magnificent array of 
‘ seditionists ’ ” He spoke in 1887 These things, 
and indeed much le'^s important things, are still 
sedition ” in I91 5 

Pandit Bisheii JSJaia^an Dliar was aiiolliei fine 
speaker, and he pointed out tlie value of free institu- 
tions as “ the best practical school for mental and 
moral discipline " “ To he called on from time to 

time to take part in the affaiis of your country, to 
discuss, yitli the sense of i esponsibility that powei 
gives, public cjuestioiis , to have to employ youi high- 
est faculties in the management of affairs that have a 
direct bearing on j’-oui couiitiy’s gloiy, and on the 
happiness of hei people, these things, I say, aie all 
steps in the education iiecessai}'^ for the unfolding of 
all the speculative and practical faculties of a Nation ” 
Without this, '^it will lack that instinctive sense of 
liberty, that robustness of chaiacter rvhich are essen- 
tial to all health}'’ and, tlieiefoie, pi ogiessive. National 
life ” He appealed to the views taken by eminent 
Englishmen on this matter, giving the following strik- 
ing opinions Sir Richard Temple, who was hardly 
regarded as a friend of India, said 

For all that it must be remembered that the elective 
prmciple is essential to that political training which 
every stable government (like that of the British in India) 
must desire to see po'^sessed by its subiects Public 

spirit cannot be created without entrusting the people 
with a part of their own public business, a part limited 
at first, but increasing as their fitness shall grow Even 
if political risks should accrue, they must be borne in 
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performing the duty which the British Government owes 
to the people of India In that country a trustful 
polioy will be found a wise one nnd that which is sound 
morally wiQ prove to be the safest politically 

Sir John Lawrence as long ago as 1864, said 

The people of India are quite capable of administering 
them own affairs, and the munimpol foelmg is deeply 
rooted in them. The village communities, cami of which 
IS a bttle republic, are the most abidmg of Indian 
institutions. Holding the position we do in India every 
view of dnty and policy should induce na to leave us much 
as poesihle the business of the country to be done by the 
people 

And Mr Gladstone who loved Libert) m has old 
age even more fully tlian he loved her m his yonth, 
declared 

I hold that the capital agent in dotermining 6nallv 
the question whether our power in India is or is not to 
continue, will be the of the two hundred and fortr 
millions of people who inhabit India. Tlio question who 
shall have Supremo Rulo in India is, liy tbo Inws of nglit 
an Indian question and those laws of right ore from day 
to day growing into Inws of fact Our title to be there 
depends on a first condition, tlint our being tbor© u 
profitable to the Indian nations and on a second 
condition tliat we can make tliem see and understand it 
to bo profitable 

It was Englnnd said the eloquent I'andit who hud 
created the desire winch the Congress was voinng 

Fngland has moveil us from our nnctont anchorage. 
She has cast us adnft against our a ill upon the wide 
waters of a seething proUtnnat and we turn back to 
Englnnd and ask liir to grant us that compoM of re- 
presentative institutions by which amid a thoosamlstonns 
she has steered her prosperous course to the safe haven of 
regulated political freedom 
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It was a noble appeal , but, like many others, it 
fell upon deaf ears England sowed the seed of 
Freedom, but when its fair harvest showed itself m 
the Congress, she feared the result of her work, she 
hesitated, and finally sent Lord Ouizon to destroy 
her own success , then there came, as there evei 
come, from dammed-up aspuations, uniest and 
trouble, and then coeicion and half-hearted lefoims, 
and growing trouble, until the Wai broke out and 
saved the Empire, and gives now the possibility of a 
blessed change, which shall bind together the hearts 
of India and Great Britain — if Britain will be as 
wise as Russia 

Another Pandit, Madan Mohan Malaviya, came 
next, and spoke with the passionate earnestness 
natural to him , we give a long extract, to show how 
reasonable was the plea It is as valid now as 
then, for though the Minto-Morley reforms of 1910 
gave some i epi esentation, the details were so juggled 
with as to leave the representatives in a hopeless 
mmoiity, and to give them absolutely no control 
over the Budget 

\ 

Allow me to say this much, that, placed as we are in 
this country under a foreign Government, however 
benevolent and ffeneious its motives — the motives of 

O _ 

those who take part in the administration — we stand in 
the greatest need of our own representatives in the 
Legislative Councils Gentlemen, the whole of Europe, 
with the exception of Russia, has declared that the most 
efBcient and best form of Government for any country, 
which has made any advance in civilisation, is a Govern- 
ment, conducted not solely by the few for the many, but 
to a greater or less extent by the many foi themselves — 
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B Qoreniment, in fact, in which the representative* of 
the people have anme potential nhare — and if thi* be 
expedient for Enropean eoontne*, where the mlers and 
the ruled ere of the name Nationality and where they are 
of the game reli^on I think it mnut be conceded that it 
1* even more eeaential for India which ig inhabited bv 
people whose habitg, manners, engtom*, lan^age race 
and creed differ from those of thoir rulers If we 
demand for India that there ahonld be representative* 
of her people in the State Councilg we only agk for 
what not aimply Europe, but America Anstmlia and 
almost the whole civibsed world have declared with one 
unanimoua voice to bo essential for any Govommont that 
IB to be snrtable to any country as it is only where the 
repreaentatives of the people are allowod to take part in 
that administration that tne wants and wishes, the ospira 
tions and grievances of the people can be adennately sot 
forth properly understood, or only provided for That 
bein^ BO, gentlemen, I think there cannot possibly bo two 
opinions on the point that the reform which we craNTJ 
for f rom Government u one «> essontial for the well 
being of this country that it should !» conceded to us 
without the least avoidable delay This is now the third 
time that we have thus been meeting at yearly interval* 
we have come from every district, from the most distant 
portions of this Empire and in many cases, at the cost 
of gront personal sacriftce We have nothing personally 
to gain no selfish aim to serve Wo come together 
chosen by our fellow-eountrymcn pntnarilT to pres* 
upon Government the fact that the coantry stands badly 
in need of this reform, and that the entire "Nation 
prays for it But unhappily Government lias not as 
yet listened to our people's prayer! 

"WTiat is it that wo see year after year? People 
assembling from all parts of India — fntm the Psnjsb, 
Smdh Assam llndras Bengal Bombtiv the J* '' 
Provinces, Oudh the Central Prorince* from ererv 
Province from OTcrr town— coming together to impl 'n? 
Government humbly to grant tins reform which I* after 
all, their birthright as iioo-boro Bnlish tnbjectv It i* 
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no closirc or motne of ''olf-jimbition tlint brings tlieso 
people togotliei .it Midi lien\) eosl, nncl .'ll sucli great 
pei^onal incoinenieiKo 'I'hero is no taint of self-interest 
in the innltei Xo Then sole idea is that India, tlieir 
conntiv, of all tilings stands badh in need of tins 
fundamental lefoim and tlie\ hope, and God grant that 
tlie\ nia\ not hope in \ain, that then nnseltish pcisistence 
in .iskini: m.i> seune fni their natne land this great 
boon' 1 oaiiiiol possibh bclic\e that there is 
one single cdiuated Jndinn, i\ho aftci stnd>ing tins ques- 
tion can rest hnpp\ in Ins mind, iMthont trying Ins ver> 
best to scenic tins refoim I i annot possililv belieie that 
any iifood man who onec icalh understands uhat tins le- 
form trulc means for Ins (oiintn <iiid Ins counti>men, for 
Ins kinsmen. Ins olnldicn and himself, can iimiain in- 
ditTcrent to it And, gentlemen, neither wo noi any othei 
intelligent Indians aic indifTcront to it — and though thus 
fai success has not ri owned our effoits, wo must onlj go 
up to Goieinmont again and ask their eailiest considera- 
tion of oni demands, 01 of ourpra^eis (call them winch 
}on w'lll), and entreat them, again and again, to concede 
to us this refoim Gentlemen, it is nothing lery gieat we 
are asking them to do The British Go\ eminent has al- 
leady made this concession to so manj countiies So 
man}' Colonies, so many Bi itish Colonies enjo} it Canada, 
the Cape, the Australian Colonies, innumei.able smallei 
places, even the so-called Ciow n Colonies, except per- 
haps the Fip Tskindb and some puiely military 
posts, all enjoy some measuie, and most of them 
the fullest measure, of Rei>resentative Government 
Britain has gi'anted oi conceded this concession to all 
these places ^Vliy should she ivithhold it from the 
people of India? Does she think that w'e aie less loyal 
than her subjects in other lands ? Australia w'ould break 
with her to-morrow' if she ventured to prevent Australia 
from taxing British goods, w hile we, in all good temper, 
accept an odious income-tax, vilely administered, and 
imposed not to meet the expenses of our owm Government, 
hut to provide funds to enable Great Britain to annex 
Burma or menace Russia Does she think we are not 
prepared for the privilege ? I think this very Congress is 
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proof poeitive of our npeneaa fdr the task, and of the m 
telljgence and knowledge wluch would be bronght to bear 
upon the affaire of the nation rf onlv the Government 
were land enough to atcede to our wishea. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya laid grent stress 
on the neglect of Indian affairs m Parliament as a 
cogent reason why India herself should be allowed to 
look, after them He quoted Mr Bradlaugh II P , 
who spoke strongly in the House on this neglect 

Last year the Dadget was considered on June Blst 
and the year before on Angust 6th It was not right to 
leave to the last moment of the Session tho only oppor- 
tunity that was afforded to Parliament of considering the 
wishes and the grievances of the 200 000 000 of people 
whom we rule. That anv Parliamentary control should 
be exercised over the affairs of India was impoesiblr when 
the Indian Budget dgured upon paper as the 8th cmler 
upon one of the last days of an expiring Seasioii 

Was it any wonder that India felt indignant ’ At 
this very Budget debate said the Pandit 20 members 
hnd been present in the House of Commons out of 076 1 

Hon would thev like their own nffoirs to be treated 
in that wav 7 "W ould they I repent stand it for one 
week ? They will not do their duty bjr tho country 
themselves and thev will not allow us to do it ’ 

Manv other members spoke, and one of them 
hir A Knmnr Dutt who brought a petition from 
over 46 000 persons msking for, reform, told of thr 
interest of the people of his ProMnee in the question 
and how a Clmndala (the lowest class of outcasti) 
had come forward after Ins lecture forgetting all 
his surroundings and saving ‘Wo are going to 
bare onr own men to bo our Legwlntors that is 
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very good, tliafc is veiy good ” At another, a very 
poor Musalman came forward with a four-anna bit 
“ to help on your cause ” Another Musalman ex- 
plained to an enquiier “ Look heie, as we elect our 
arbitrators and as we hold ourselves bound by the 
decisions of such people, so let us elect our own men 
to be our Legislators, and they will pass laAvs by 
which we will gladly be bound ” As the speaker 
said, the common people have common sense The 
Resolution was put and carried unanimously 

On the third day, December 29th, the thud resolu- 
tion, demanding the separation of executive and 
judicial functions was put and earned unanimously, 
but the feeling m favour of it was so stiong that two 
hours weie occupied in speeches in suppoit of it It 
is Intel esting to note that it was moved by Mi N 
Subramaniam, an Indian Christian Barrister, and 
seconded and suppoited by men of the most diveise 
opinions on non-politifcal questions 

Resolution IV was moved by Mi ISTorendranath 
Sen; who pithily remarked that India needed to be 
“ equally qualified for Self-Government in times of 
peace, and Self-Defence in times of war ” hlr 
Saligram Singh seconded As the original foim only 
asked admission for the ‘'sons of noblemen and 
gentlemen of all classes lesident m India,’' amend- 
ments were proposed, widening its scope, and it was 
finally passed in the all-embracing foim found in the 
list of Resolutions 

Resolution Y was the same as Resolution XII of 
the Congress of 1886, but is noteworthy foi the 
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epeecli of Mr (now Sir) Santaran !Nair who pointing 
to the troubled state of afeirs and the Ukebhood of 
England being involved in war ashed if Indian 
civihiation was * to be broken into and destroyed by 
Northern invaders ” He went on 

Of course, we have this much froedora that we have 
fnll liberty to offer onr pravers for tlie snccesa of the 
British Govemraent, Bnt prayers, I fear nre not likely 
to be of much nse to ns or to them. Is theywaeo and 
tranqniUitj Isay which we now enjoy to be ravished from 
us, without our voices being lieard our arms being 
raised in the settlement of the dispute f It sppeors to 
me abenrd to entertain such an idea. It appear* to mo 
intolerable the more especially as even the English 
themseh’e* cannot assert what the result of the 
struggle here is likolv to be if India continues 
debarred from helping herself and them It is impossible 
to foresee what will happen if this policy of uorem 
ment, of refusing onr co-operation, is persisted iiu It 
Appears to bo alMoluteU saicidal and wo only hope 
equally for our own and tnoir aakcB, that the Foglish may 
not aomo day regret that she has refused while there 
was vet time and wo could bavo lioen trained into 
se r rice n ble allies, those praters which wo have so 
repeatedly nut up in rogord (o this matter The Hussiuns 
have armea their foos of resterdHy to fight on their osn 
Iwhulf to-d*v and the rcsall shows that they have lieon 

i ustiDed in thoir sctiou Have we been less loyal to the 
Intish than the Turkomans to tho Hnsimns, whom they 
fought with only yostertlnr Y Thev lie who sav that i ur 
loyaltv cannot Iw dej>cnd«1 upon in the hour of danger 
Stinio vorr earnest and wnnn spcochcH vsero doll 
vered tho fin ling an to tht KiH'Oan tni iiaeo Iiomg 
^erv strong Tho Bosolution wn^ earned unani 
mousU, ond tho Congress thui turni-d to tholes 
exciting fjuo tioii of the mcoini tax which wua 
di«ciJ JM'd jn u vorr biisim*H.s hko wn\ and tho 
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Besolution thereon Avas earned unanimously, 
theieAVitli the business of the day ended 

On tlie folloAAung day, Resolution Avas A'^ery 

earnestl}' and competently discussed , a AArnrhing 
carpentei — sent AAuth tiAm other aitisans from Tanjore 
— made a very sensible speech, saying, among other 
things 

These f actoi les and workshops, gentlemen, when they 
spring up, will be a source of gaming an honest liveli- 
hood to thousands of our countrymen who now, destitute 
of an}’ means, are driven to despair hoAv to keep body 
and soul togethei And, gentlemen, how welcome will 
be the day for India, when, b)’- the immense and growing 
development of hei aits and industries, she will be able 
to find at least a wholesome moisel of food for her 45 
millions of completely destitute children, who are now, 
by official admission, going Avitliout even one single full 
meal a day 

How these woids recall Shelley’s apostrophe to 
Liberty 

To the labourer thou art biead, 

And a comely table spread 
No, in countries that are free 
Such starvation-'cannot be 

As in England now we see , 

Change England ” into India 
The official Report of the Oongiess remarks on 
this 


Referrmg to Mr Mookkanasari’s concluding words, it 
may not be amiss to evplam that it is due to no want of 
sympathy for the miserable half-starving miUions of their 
fellow-countrymen that so little has been said during 
this last Congress of that cruel poverty which is 
year by year decimating the lowest classes and 

6 
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SB manr perLap.^ a mnjontr bebeve ib snrelr if 
slowly creopm^ hioher np tne Rocial scale 
fact simply is tnnt since the roaiunpticm of 
the aggressive annoxivo policy and the enormons 
inoreaSM of taxation that have, thns far lieen the chief 
featnres of Isjrd Dnffenns ndminurtmtion, the Indian 
community despair of obtaining any material alleviation 
of the misery they see nronnd them until they can seonro 
a potential roice m the administration and jt is this 
conviction more than anything else that is ginng snch 
an mtenso eameatness to Iheir efforts in the diroction of 
representation 

After this a Hewobition to repeal the Arms Act 
camo up and gave nso to what the official record 
calls an animated almost fieri discussion whicli 
lasted some hoara ’ It wns a question then as 
now which cuts Indians to the quick ns the record 
Bays Jio native of India may possess or cnn*) arms 
withont special licence, wherens Fnropcnns Eomsians 
Negroes Hottentots or hiji Islanders any scum of 
the earth even tliat the ocean casts on India s shores 
may in ear arms unquestioned Tlmt is the sting 
an) foreigner may bear arms the nntiie of the countrj 
raaj not And it is very cunqiis tliat Indians cnmod 
arms after the Sepoy Ilobellion and worn not forbidden 
them until 1878 llio mover of tlio llesolution lino 
Halmdnr Sabiiptiti Mudiilior spoke of tin degradation 
and tbe slur nnpo«ed In tlio Act nnd the practical 
liard'ihip to the famieni and nofs nnnble to protect 
themsilvcfl from inld lieasts and robWrs It n-ns 
sectmdi^d bv Mr Ik pm Cliniidm I*nl who— thongli 
wanting no weapon liiinsdf hut Ins st< il pen and 1iih 
slmrji I ngue— dtnuinded till r» pea! of tin Acttosaiu 
thousands of in n nnd uiinen fn in iMlngLilled b) 
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tigeis and leopaids, and also because the Acfc ‘As 
wiong in pimciple, in]inious in its effect, and is simply 
suicidal to the Government An amendment in 
favour of modification instead of lepeal was pioposed, 
and after much discussion. Resolution VTU was cai- 
iied as punted below, the fiist of many appeals, as 
iighteous as they iveie, and are, useless 

Ml A 0 Hume then bi ought up the lepoit of the 
Committee appointed by Resolution I, giving a long 
senes of tentative rules, and pioposed that they 
should be circulated to all Standing Committees, and 
lepoited with suggestions next yeai The Resolution 
— No IX — was seconded by Di Trailokyaiiath Mitra 
and agieed to Allahabad was chosen foi the next 
Congiess, and the foimal last Resolution passed The 
Congiess then closed with the usual vote of thanks 
Lord Connemaia, the Governor of Madras, Sii 
Savalai Ramasami Mudaliai, C I E , the Shenff, 
and Mr Eaidley Noiton, an English bairister, piactis- 
ing in Madias, gave enteitainments to welcome the 
membeis, and the whole atmosjiheie of Madras seems 
to have been friendly 

BBSOIiUTIONS 

Constitution 

I That a Committee is appointed, consisting of the gentlemen 
(marginally enumerated*) to consider -what rules, if any, may now 
be usefully framed in regard to the constitution and woiking of the 
Congress, with instinictions to lepoit thereon to the Congiess, on the 
30th instant 

* Messis Nam Joshi, Chandac aikar, Mir Humayun Jah 
Bahadur, Hajee Mahomed Abdul Shakoor Badshaw Sahib, S Subra- 
mania Iyer, W B Gantz, Bangiah Naidu, Surendranath Bannerji, 
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Tr*flok 7 «n*th Jlitra, KeU ChsTao D*nD«rJ . Giirn FT*«d Seo, 
Ballgmn RamkiH Ctundhoii, Hafix Alxial Baliim, Bampal 

Singli, Pandit Uadan Hohnn, Ganga Fn«d Varma, Blahen Karayen 
Dar Hamid All HarUdhar Batraiiand Aj^nihotri, H H. Dhrara^ 
W 0 Bannarjl, horendnmath Ben EartDej >ortoii. Jot Gorina 
Shame, lawan 1*1 BIrear Q Bohramanfa Ij-er D A^ Khare, 
8 A. Samimda Iyer Babapathy Undallar A O Home 0 Vljfva 
Baghara Ghariar Gorhid Bolcab, ir«mT^diWr 

IX. That the rniM draft«rd by the Commltteo appointed nnder 
Eeaolntkm I itand orer for oonaldeTatlcni till Mat Oongniaa, but 
that, in the meantime copiea be dnmlated to all Standn^f Congnn 
OommJtteei, with tbe rwroeat that they will during the coming year 
act hi tocordance with theao mica, ao far ai this may aeem to them 
poaaihle and detlrable, and report thereon to the next Oongma 
with aonh farther angg^lona aa to them may aeom mrot. 

B«pr«««ntaihre 

11 That thJi ConginM re*iErn]i tbe neemity for the 
ezpantkm and reform ^ the Covncil of the Oirreroor>OcMral for 
inahiBg Lawa, and the PmriDcia] Lcfrh*laiire CoaBCfla already act 
forth in ReaoIatloDi III of the Coogrraare of tSSC and and 
exprexM tbeearacat hope that the OortmuoDt will no longer delay 
actiim In tbe direction of thta eaeontlal rcromi. 

Zie^M 

IIL That thli Congreaa once again j lucre mj rocord an or 
prte alo o of the onlreraal crmrlctioD that a cnmnloto eepar«tk>n of 
the lUecotlre and Jcdleial fnnetiona (»orb that in no caae th two 
fonetiona ahall be comi Incd In the tamo oQlcer) hai Lrcome an 
argent neceaeity and dcrlarre that. In Ita oi Inloo It bohorce the 
OoTemmemt to effort Chia eeperatlon withcrot farthrr delay 
f ifD tboegh thia shoald fa eome pmrlncra, (nrolre aome xtm 
eipendinire 


Ullltarx 

IV That In riow of the I rally of Her Jlajeaty’a Indian 
nb^ecta tbi Congtrm* eon Idera It dralroM that the Qorrn 
Proclamation ahoold be gfrrn effect to i that tl c Unicery Korrlce In 
ItJ higher pTadea aboold bo i nrticany cmrM*<I to the natl e* of tbia 
coontrr and that the Got mroent of Ipd a bonl 1 eatebli h JHlItary 
CoHegca In tbi country whemt th n tl of In lla, a I fined by 
Butate may te* edneated as 1 tmlnefl f le » b lUUry eon-er aa ofllcera 
of the Indian trmy 

^ That In rW-w of the ouaeftle*! a) f of ptiUle ffalra In 
Eorupe and the Immenae *» I tanre that th l<e« pl f thi roonlrr 
If doJy prer**^ tharefnr arv capahl of rebd ring to Oraat Driuu 
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in tbe event of any serions complications ansmg, this Congress onco 
again earnestly appeals to the Government to authorise (under such 
rules and rcstiictions, as may to it seem fitting,) a system of volnn- 
teenug for tlie Indian inhabitants of the country, such as may 
qualify them to support the Go\ ernmont, effectively, in any crisis 

VIII That in nev of the I 03 alty of the people, the hardships 
which the pi-esent Ar ms’ Act (XI of 1878) causes, and the unmerited 
slur vhich it casts upon the people of this coimtry, the Government 
ho moi ed so to modify the pi-onsions of Chapter IV and, if necessary, 
other portions of the said Act, as shall enable all persons to possess 
and venr amis, unless dobairod therefrom, eitlier as individuals or 
members of particular communities oi classes, by the orders of the 
Goiemment of India (or any local authority empowered by the 
Government of India on that behalf) foi reasons to be recorded in 
writing and duly published. 


Taxation 

VI That as the administration of the Inconie-Tav, especially, 
ns regards incomes below Rs 1 , 000 , has pi-oved esdremely unsatis- 
factory, it IS essential, in the opinion of the Congress, that the tax- 
able minimum be raised to Rs 1,000, the loss of revenue thus m- 
volved, being made good, and further financial difficulties, if any, 
met, bj’- reductions in the existing public expenditure, or, should 
this prove impossible, by the re imposition of an import duly on the 
finer classes of cotton goods 

Sduoational 

VII That having regard to the poverty of the people, it is 
desirable that the Government be moved to elaborate a system of 
Technical Education, suitable to the condition of the coimtry, to 
encourage indigenous manufactures by a more strict observance of 
the ordeis, already existing, m regard to utilising such manufac- 
tures for State purposes, and to employ more extensively, than at 
present, the skill and talents of the people of the country 

Formal Business 

X That the Fourth Indian National Congress assemble at 
Allahabad, on the 26th December, 1888 

XI That copies of these Resolutions be forwarded to His 
Excellency the Viceroy-in-Council with the humble request, that he 
■will cause all the Resolutions to be laid before Her Majesty’s 
Secietary of State for India, and that he himself -wlII be graciously 
pleased, in consultation ■with his colleagues, to accord them his 
best consideration 
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‘ Tire Fourth Indinu National Congrew* 'waa hemhled 
by a tnmaltnoas outbreak of opposition ’ Tims re- 
marka the ofticuil Record on beginning its Bninmary 
of the Fourth Congrtaw that of 1888 It met in 
Allahabad and Sir Ancklnnd Colvin signalised him 
self liy bin opposition, vrhilo Lord Dnffenn, the 
Viceroy had the bad tnete to attack it and brand it as 
seditious in a banquet given him on hi# leaving office 

I Tlie most outrageous efforts wore made to p^e^ent 
its lieing held m Allahabad Tlio Cliolrman of the 
Reception Committee recounted m Ins speech of 
welcome, the obstatlea winch the Cominittoo liad had 
to surmount for all the ro-nctionarr and tyrannical 
elemonU in India had risen ngnm'^t the Congress tem 
fitd at its groa ing strength lliej were first informed 
tlint tho) could nse tlie Kliusro Hugh, hut the pi r 
miMion was a littlp later 'sithdraT.n Tlieii In 
April the} utrf givin periin 'Onn to rent a Inrgi 
piece of Waste land near the fort four mouths later tlu 
rent was ntumi'd with tin Infonimtion that U wuh 
n fu ed on Hanitarv gnmndn nTimlU tlu\ siHumd a 
group of hou CM Ih h nging to fni nd>i Imt these were 
near 77i«* Pum rofKit awl ns tlii-* was int ilemhle t«» 
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the stately journal, and some of the houses were Avith- 
111 Cantonment limits, the military authoiities refused 
to allow these to be used, and so all were rendered 
impossible Finally, just seven weeks befoie the 
meeting — ^^vhile the authoiities were chuckling ovei 
their success — a lepiesentative of the Reception 
Committee slipped quietly ovei to Lucknow, with a 
carefully diawn lease and the lent in his pocket, ivent 
to a Nawab whose splendid liouse in Allahabad, 
standing in large giounds, happened to be vacant, and 
persuaded him to accept the lent and sign the lease 
On the veij^ next day, the Reception Committee walked 
in and took possession, and Lowthei Castle, in the 
very middle of the civilian quai ter, nodded to its next- 
door neighboui. Government House, where Sir Auck- 
land Colvin fumed in helpless vrrath It was outside 
the Cantonments, so the militaiy authoiities could not 
again interfere, and the lease foiled the civilians So 
there the Congiess met, and a huge pandal 
was raised, seating 5,000 peisons, while a splendid 
shamiana (tent) lent by the Mahaiaja of Darbhanga, 
served as a general reception loom, and another 
was lent by a Muhammadan nobleman to serve as a 
reading-room, almost every papei m India — except 
the Anglo-Indian — being sent giatmtously , lound 
these arose blocks of tents, divided by wide roads, 
each block having its own dining and meeting halls, the 
whole forming a finely decorative city, while Lowthei 
Castle itself was used for the President, Secretaries 
and leading delegates, with all the business ofiices 
A quarter was set aside foi shops, wheie salesmen 
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r jed at the serersl Confl^roases ** If only theee thin^ 
conceded^ the rale of the British m India will last for 
ever ” Bat if Viceroy* and other high ftinctionanea are 
to be permitted to aneer at arid misrepresent the napira 
tions (rf a groat nation, if adbordinate officials arc to be 
aUojved nnconatitntionally to oppose loyal pobticnl 
moTements and perse ente honest and earnest men for 
tempieratel^ and candidly sotting forth what the\ hold to 
be their gnovances and tlie best method* of redressing 
these — if England fancies, in a iiord, that she can 
maintain by fear a rule that only love can immortalise 
then sonoas tronbles only too probably an ait both 
coantrie*. 

The development of the Oongross moiement during 
1888 was very great hnudred* of thonsandH of 
pamphlets and leaflets were diBtribnCer? hnndreds 
of men traielled and gn\e lectnre* and as a result 
three incllioa'^ of men took a direct part m the 
elections for the delegates Jn OalLUttn the ^oinen 
of some of the Iiigliest Iliuda famiheH disomucd the 
Kangress and in Allahabad some even iiuarrellcd 
with old fnenda liecauae tliej were anti” wmo 
evi n did puja (ofForod worship) for it Tlio re-uiU of 
p- nil tins was that the number of (Iclegntes atfi nding 
doubled that of ^ladra* m 1887 J,HX)weri eliH-tiKl 
I and 1,248 attended Thej wen thus made np 
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Moulvi Mnliarainad Hidayufc Easul explained the 
large band of delegate'^ fioin Oudli as “ due to the 
kindness of our biethicn in the Aligaih camp — the 
opponents of the Congiess'’^ This doubling of 
delegates ivas the nioie leinaikable, as each delegate 
lias, for the hist tune, lequired to pay a fixed fee 
before taking his seat 

The Congiess opened on December 26th, 1888, 
at 2pm, the Hon Pandit Ayudhianath, the Ohaii man 
of the Reception Committee, in fhe chan He gave 
the details above mentioned as to then tiibulations 
in house-hunting, and protested ivarml}’’ against the 
iinvrarrantable accusations made by Sii Auckland 
Colvin and Loid Dufferm, lesenting especially the 
letter of the former to our most esteemed but much 
abused fi lend, Mr Hume” 

The Hon Mi Pheiozeshah Mehta proposed and 
Sardai Dayal Singh seconded the election of Mi 
Fule as Piesident Sheikh Raza Hassein Rhan in 
supporting the electioii, produced a Fatwa, suppoit- 
ingthe Congiess, fiom the Shamsululma, the leader of 
the Sunni community of Lucknow, and declared that 
‘‘ it IS not the Muhammadans, but their official 
masters, who are opposed to the Congress ” 

Mr Yule, in his piesidential speech, aigued for the 
light of lepiesentation, pointing out thaf^in 1858, the 
objection laised to the Bill toi the Goveinment of 
India brought in by Loid Palmerston was that it 
gave no representation Mi Disraeli, succeeding 
almost immediate!}^, brought in another Bill, in which 
he regietted that the unsettled state of the country 
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made representation impossible at that time ond sng 
gested a qneer hybrid scheme which was withdrawn, 
and a third scheme was brought m apronsionnl one to 
continue while education spread so as to enable the poll 
ticnl poNvera of Indians to be enlarged The Honse of 
Commons meanwhile was to regard India os 'a 
great and solemn trust committed to it b} an nil wise 
and inscrutable Providence The 650 odd mem 
bers said Mr "Vnle cnnsticalU , had thrown the tmst 
back upon the lirrtids of Providence to be looked 
after ns Providence itself thinks best The Congress 
only a'^king for that which thirt\ years before 
the Government declared to be desirable India had 
an immense trade but no member of the mercnnlHc 
clans had power to lonnence the laws controlling it 
ludm paid £77 000 000 in taxes and not a man of the 
conntr) had a voice m its disposal It liad 3 300 000 
students a nnnilieronl) InteU reached in England and 
they should snpph mntorml for some representatives 
In England wp should be trusted citirens In India, 
well tlu charitably minded among our opponents saj 
that we are incipunt traitors” 

A Subjects Committee wos then elected the 
coantr> Ining divided into Circles and a nnmbi r of 
niemlHjrs In'iiig appointed to each 100 in all each 
circh electing itscwn members 

The first thing n» \l da\ was the jire^entntion of 
a silver cn'^kit contnmiiig rupees to the Pn'^ident 
the rujM'tH for Congrt s t xjx n the cn‘<ki t for 
him'^U lle^^jliition I iiptotlu words ‘ lU^solution l^ 
of the Congre -i of 1880” wax then proponed 
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by the Hoii Mi K T Telaiig, who, in moving 
it, effectively answered Sir Auckland Colvin’s and 
Loid Duffenn’s attacks Mi Surendranath Banner-ji 
seconded, remarking that he was thankful for 
the opposition to the Congress “ Causes the 
noblest, the most beneficent, the most far leaching 
111 their consequences foi good, have never pros- 
peied or triumphed except under the stiess of 
adverse ciiticism Moieovei Loid Dufferm’s attack 
had reached the English Nation, and Mi’ Gladstone, 
who tliiee months before had not known the pro- 
gramme of the Congress, had said, speaking at a 
gieat meeting It will not do foi us to treat with 
contempt or even with indifference, the rising 
aspirations of this great people ” Mr Bannerji 
lemarked on the extieme moderation of their pio- 
posals — and in truth they were absurdly moderate 
They asked to substitute for the one-third non-official 
members who were nominated, one half non-official 
members, who should be elected , they asked that the 
Budgets for which they supplied the money should be 
submitted to them, and that thej'' should have the 
right of interpellation and calling for papeis 27 
years have passed, and these demands are but very 
paitially granted Pandit Bishan Narayan Dhai 
assured his heareis that "if you go on making your 
appeal with fairness, courage and moderation to the 
great English Nation, they will assuredly respond to 
your prayeis, foi as the harp responds to the harper’s 
touch, so does the great deep heart of England 
respond to every reasonable prayei for justice and 
6 
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was made, seconded and accepted to add to the He- 
solution the conclucUng words as printed and it was 
then earned nnaniraously 

Mr Enrdley Norton tnado a rigorous speech in 
monng Resolution U, he quoted the news of Sir 
Robert Peel and ilr Charles Grant Sir Robert Peel 
had declared that the duty of England was to 
endeavour while we still keep them under Bntish 
rule to atone to them for the sufTerings they endnred, 
and the ^v^onga to which they were exposed in being 
reduced to that rule and to afford them such 
nd\*antogefl and confer on them snch benefits ns 
may in some degree coniiole them for the loss 
of their independenc'e Tliose Sir are considom 
tioiis whitli wliatever mnj l»o tin finxiety to extend 
British conquest and to maintain the rights of 
Uritish subjects must indisputabl) be entertniiiod 
in a llntLsh Parliament ” Tlie fact is that during 
tlie rule of the East India Cnjnpan\, Purlinment 
intirfered at 20}ears intermix to check the oppres 
Sion of the Indian people After 18.>8 I^rlmmenl 
grew indifferent and a Rureaucrac} de^ eloped Mr 
Norton said that, ns an > nglwlnnnn lie was uslmmed 
of hnglands broken promt«os to Indm Ilequotml 
the Uuki of Argyll who raid that tlu\ hml not fnl 
filled the promi es and inprngtments which wo havt 
inadt ” and Ix)rd I %tton who said tliat tin Indians 
Imd lH*en clieoted of tiu ir hopes Tlie lion Mr 
Pin rozeslmh Mtlitn hri< WHHtndisl but tin Re'/dii 
lion wn not in the form finiUv |>q sod but approval 
and recitiHl the rt port of tht Congn sn of 1830 
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Mr John Adam moved and Mi Sankara Menon 
seconded an amendment, acknowledging that the 
pioposals of the Public Sei vices Commission were an 
improvement, and leaffirming Resolution IV of the 
Congress of 1885 On tins the Congress adjourned 

The third day began by sending a telegiam of 
thanks and good ivishes to Mi John Bright, then 
lying ill, and after this Mi Ramaswami Mudaliai 
moved another amendment, suggesting that the 
consideration of the questions dealt with by the Public 
Service Commission be postponed to the next Con- 
gress, and the Hon Mi K T Telang seconded Then 
Ml Mononiohan Ghose proposed Resolution II as it 
stands below, and Mi N D Chandavaikar seconded 
The original resolution and the various amendments 
were withdrawn, and the Resolution unanimously 
earned 

Resolution III, re-affirmmg Resolution XI of the Con- 
giess of 1886 was earned unanimously, and then Re- 
solution IV, embodying thiee formei ones, was carried, 
the only noticeable point being the fiist appearance of 
Mr N Subba Rao as a speaker I like to note the 
coming on to the stage of one aftei another of oui 
present workers 

Perhaps one of the most sarcastic and effective ^ 
speeches evei delivered on the Police introduc- 
ed Resolution V on Police Administration , the 
mover was Munshi Sajjad Husain, the editor 
of the Lucknow Fuiich He spoke in Urdu, but 
even the translation is debghtful The British 
Government had bestowed on them many blessings. 
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and had also given them the Police No Lient 
Governor no Viceroy bad such power over Ins com 
fort as a simple chowkidar or Ins honour the constable 
The humbleet labonrer in the villnRO, the most 
exalted noble in the city are equally under the control 
of these distinguished ofticials. There is no place no 

r t, where Their Highnesses the Police lihe the Angel 
Death are not present. Let a man displease them in 
the sbghteat and soe the benoficonco of our kind Police 
He may know nothing aljoiit it but there will bo a 
criminal case filed against him and arrangements made 
for requiring him to give secnnti for gtw hohavlonr 
before ne can reach his home. 

On the whole the editor of Ptaich thought that 
the Police were more troublesome to the honest 
people than to tlie thieves and Ijudninshps and the 
investigation into a tlieft was more annoying than 
the robbery So let other people advocate reforms 
of Legislative Councils and other snch questions 
He wanted the reform of the Police 

Mr R N Afudliolknr secondwl the Rosolntion in 
an admirable speech pointing out tlmt the policeman 
who ought to be loved was deteati^ because Iwing 
shamefully underpaid and quite fllilemte he ims 
inrestiKl witli enonnous powers so that he could 
annoy and insult all around liim with impunity ^Ir 
Pringle noted tlie importance of the Resolution, lie- 
cause the police like the poor were alwnvs with us 
and lie gave in tance^ of thtir ill Im Iranour, dctlnritig 
tlmt “to the (linraiter and conduct of the jioliri in 
m\ own part of the countn I cun sjienk yiitli confi 
denci and ran Iwldlv assert tlmt it Imri^s almost 
iTci^tlnn^, to In* desirtHj Oiih afti r anotlM r rose, 

/ 03(^7 
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all speaking in tlie «ame stiain, and tlie Resolution, 
asking foi a ('nniuiission of Kn(jnii>, ^^as earned 
unanimonsh 

Then came the i e.ifliiniation of lliiee military le- 
solntions passed at pieMons Congi esses, and much 
stress ^\as laid on (he enormous cost of English sol- 
dieis, and the lemaik of Loid Randolph Chui chill 
was quoted that the ne\\ taxation, which A\as wholly 

a consequence of the foreign lule imposed on the 
countij^ ” i\as ‘^a seiions jiolitical dangei . of the 
most serious oidei ” ]\Ii All ]\tuhammad Bhim]i 
remaiked that lie might have a ^\'^est Indian seivant 
nho might can 3" aims, while his Indian mastei 
might not Amendments were pioposed, modifying 
01 omitting one pait of the Resolution 01 another , 
especially as legarded the Arms Act, but the Hon 
Mr P M Mehta uiged that ‘‘you cannot and ought 
not to emascuLite a whole nation Remember, 
that when once the Indian people become emas- 
culated, it Avill be a very long time indeed before you 
can get them to lecover then manliness and their 
vigoui,” and the Resolution was finally earned b}’^ a 
laige majoiity 

Mr D B Wacha moved a less ngorous form of 
Resolution Mil, asking that the Goveiiiment ivould 
look into the question of Abkari and Excise, and 
re30iced that the Congress had taken up the question 
But an amendment Avas agreed to, which was shortei 
and more pointed, and A\m8 carried unanimously 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malainya proposed Resolu- 
tion Vm, and at the close of his speech warmly 
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protested against the oasertion by a Ingh official that 
the promises in the Queen a Proclamation of 1 S 68 
were made more as a matter of policy tlian in honest 
good ftiith ” and read an extract from a letter from 
the Qneen showing Her Majeaty^s ivtaIi that the 
Indiana shonld be placed on an e<]naliti with the 
subjects of the British Crown/ and saving that she 
was ‘ gmng them pledges which her fntnre roign is 
to redeem The leorned I^ndit remarked that * we 
hope and tmst they will be soon redeemed He is 
still hoping and trusting 

After other speeches, the Besolntion was earned 
and the Congress adjourned 

Hie fourth day of the Coogross opened with the gift 
of a hall for tlie Dinsiooal Coijgros,s m the Southern 
Momthft country by Mr Ratunchandra Bahdo\‘a 
Apte and the inoution of inmimeroble letters and 
telegrams of congratulation ^Ir Adam the Principal 
of Pachaiyappa 8 College then moved ]{c«*olotion ]\ 
on Education, saying that tho'v dtsircd ‘ to extend 
priraarj education to hronden sicondnrv education 
and to maintain at the highest now pos. ible and an 
ever nslng level higher oducotion He complained 
that Government polity in cdncation wa-s ri trognnle, 
and tlmt Schools and Colleges were lieing closa'd for 
want of sup|»nrt from tlio Imperml Goremnn nt Tlie 
Hon ^fr K T Ti lung seconded complaining that wlilli 
Oovommint had alwn\s 111000% for it» %trr varied 
nctivUu^s It gari onI% I |»er ct nt of its rovi hues to 
education Mr t Submnmnia Ivi r Hupjtorted urging 
that only !»> tho spread of education could the couutrv 
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adapt itself to the abandojiment of old ways and the 
acceptance of iieAv, brought about by the English 
connexion, and that there was a gi owing idea, which 
he himself did not share, that the check to highei 
education was an answer to the Congress demands for 
political power Other speakers followed and the 
Eesolution was unanimously passed 

As it was j\Ii Gladstone’s biithday a telegram 
of good wishes was then sent amid loud applause 

Rai Tej Naiayan Singh Bahadui next moved Reso- 
lution X, asking foi a Commission to eliquiie into the 
mdustiial condition of the countiy, and it was second- 
ed by Mr Ananda Chailu Some of the delegates 
wished to add riders on emigiatioii and on technical 
schools, but the Resolution as it stood was eventually 
earned Then Mi W C Banuei]i — after a pro- 
posal on Land Settlement had been made and with- 
drawn — moved Resolution XI, submitting the Reso- 
lutions to the Viceroy and Hex Majesty’s Government, 
and asking tor a Parliamentary Committee to look 
into the grievances complained of In 1885 the Con- 
gress had asked for a Royal Commission, but they asked 
now only for a Pailiamentary Committee as swifter in 
its action, and appealed to Mr Bradlaugh, M P , to 
suppoit their piayer He again declared that the 
British public, “a tiuth-loving and a justice-loving 
public,” would give them what they wanted Pandit 
Bishambhai Nath, in seconding, lemarked that if Sir 
Auckland Colvin had been in that assembly, he would 
have seen that the cieation of a healthy tone of 
independence m India,” which he declared was 



7D HOW INDIA WHOUGHT FOE PBEBDOU 

impossible was developing hand m hand with en 
thosiastic lojaltj to Her ilajeaty'a Throne After 
four other speakers had supported it the Besolution 
was earned onanimoiialy 

Resolution yiT was moved by Captain Banon in a 
strong speecli and seconded b\ Captain Hearsay who 
pomtedont that over 2 000 Indian women wore procured 
by Government ‘ for the hideous purpose alluded to ^ 
that the provision encouraged tlie boy soldiers to loose 
living, and tlmt it would be better to encourage the 
soldiers to marry The resolution was supported b^ 
Ifr Howard and Afoulvi Afnhnmmed Hafi* and car 
ned unanimously RcsoJutioo VTU was then wnnnU 
supported and passed, so ns to avoid the ncceptanco 
of any resolution dealing with a purely Hindu or 
‘'Inhamraadnn question against the will of those who 
would bo affected b\ it — n resolution bearing witness 
to the sngncity and iiu|iartmlit> of the Congress 

riie question of Permanent Settlement, which Imd 
lieen withdrawn was again brought up by n show of 
Lands in favour of it and n resolution on it wns pro- 
posed seconded and supported The question was 
felt to lie of such magnitude that aii amondmont Reso- 
lution \n , proposed br the Hon Atr K T Telang 
was unanimously passed the ongnml resolution being 
withdrawn Re**o]ution XA luid been rejected bv tin 
Blnudinp ComunUee as ii**p1«w,s but was insisted on 
b\ the Congn and ununiinnusly enrmd Homlair 
or l*ooim was (Ik n tliosi n for the nest Congren , and 
Hr \ 0 Hiujh was nmtd grmt apploiHe, n*- 
electi.'d ’ Goniral Secretary It is ciinous that this 
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IS the first resolution on the record with regard to a 
General Secretaiy, an ofiice filled practically by 
Mr Hume from the fiist Congress His courage, 
the attacks made on lum, and his devotion, marked 
him out for the post 

A vote of thanks to the President followed, and the 
Fourth Oongiess was dissolved 

RBSOIiUTIONS 

Representation 

I Besolved — That this Congress affirms the necessity for the 
expansion and reform of the Council of the Governor-General for 
making laws and regulations, and of the existing Provincial 
Legislative Councils, already set forth in Eesolutions III of the 
Congress of 1885 and 1886, and Eesolntion II of the Congress of 
1887 (a tentative scheme for which expansion and reform was 
suggested in Eesolution IV of the Congress of 1886) , and furthei 
niges that a Legislative Council (of the same character as those 
which have been suggested for Pronnces where Legislative Councils 
already exist) be established foi the Panjab 

Public Service 

II Eesolved — That this Congress, nhile appreciatmg the 
concessions proposed m the Eeport of the Public Semce 
Commission, yet feels it necessary to put distinctly on record its 
opinion that full justice will never be done to the people of this 
country until the open competitive examination for the Ciml 
Semce of India is held simultaneouslv in England and in India 

Legal 

III Eesolved — That this Congress, having read and considered 
Eesolution XI of the Congress of 1886, to n it — 

(See Eesolution XI, 1886) 

and Eesolution III of the Congress of 1887, to the same effect, does 
now, hereby, affirm the same respectii ely 

rV Eesohed — That this Congress, having read and considered 
Resolution VIII of the Congress of 1886, to mt — 

(See Eesolution VIII, 1886) 

Eesolution IX of the Congress of 1886, to wit — 

(See Resolution IX, 1886) 
and Resolution X of the Congress of 1886, to vnt- 
(See Resolution X, 1886) 
does now, herebj , affirm Gie same I'espcctn ely 
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Polio* 

V Rwolrod — That t* it Is the genonil belief of the people of 
thU conntrj that the eiliting aystem of police adminlatnlfon In 
India i« highlr tmmtitfactorj in Itaelf and opprcaafre tu them, the 
G oreroment te te e p ec Lf ally mK*<i appoint a Onmmlaslon, con 
aiatinjT of ofQjjial and non-ofioial tnembere, to InreetlfpUe the entire 
quection aa apeedlly an poaeflile 

Military 

VL HeadTed — Tbnt thU ConKreea hnring reed and coo I lered 
Beeolntlon IV of the Oongrota of 1887 to wit — 

(8ee Heealndon lY 1897) 

Reaolatkm Til of the Congreca of 1680, and BeaDlatlon V rf the 
Oongma of 1887 to wit — 

(BeeBefot tlonXfl 1880, and BcMlotlon Y 1697) 
and Beaolntion Yin of the Otmgreaa of 1897 to wit 
(Bee BewoInUonl 111 1837) 
doee now hereby affirm the eame rrepecHTelT 

T«mp*r*no6 

YIT Bewlred— That, baring regard to the fact that a aerioo 
ineroaae in the conanmpti^or intoxVuta baa Uhen place under 
the ayatem of Abkari and Exdao new prerafllng in India the 
(loremment be reanectfnlly iirged to adopt aome urh itnp«rred 
rratom ai ahall tend to diaewrage Inaobdety 

Taxation 

YIII Beaolred — That aa the admt iatratloo of th Income T 
eapectally aa rrgarda Incomoa below Ra. 1JTC<) has mrmHl eTlreawlr 
nnaatKfactory U U raaf^tial in the opinion n! the Loogrera, that 
the t Table mlnitnam be ral>*ed to Ra. 1,0110. 

Edaoation 

IX Bewdred— Thai thla Conjmwa being ofrpinl n th t It {> 
the flrat d ly of the Diitlah Ooremmenl In India to footer an I 
aromaee rdocatlon well penerwl aa (erbnlral inall Ita hranebr* 
ami that the declaration mad* I th recent reaointlon of the (1 rem 
TB t i lTi\b» onihe ao^ Wet I ulncaWm la to enconTnirr 

the t mlmcT to redoce Imperial eTpenditarr on e<lacatbpti and to 
withdraw from the control of it reapcctfollr orpm opm fhorra 
meat the eitrrme Importance of Inrrcaal g or at any rate of not 
Wiea iBg the nrreent e»|iPiMlllarr m edocatbm and of |h 
dm mnwnt rtmtl I g to contnd th Elocathmal Jutltatlm d 
all kind n w iktlng 
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X Reaolred — That hanng regard to the po\ erty of the people, 
the importance of encouraging indigenous manufactures, and the 
difficulty of practicallr introducing any general sj stem of technical 
education with the pi esent imperfect information, Government be 
moved to delay no longer the appointment of a mixed Commission, 
to enquire into the present mdustiial condition of the countiy 

Req.uest for a Parliamentary Committee 

XI Resolved — That the foregoing Resolutions be submitted 
for the favoui-able consideration of His Excellency the Yiceroy, and 
foi transmission by him to Her Majesty’s Goi ernment, vath the 
humble request of this Congress that the informs suggested in the 
said Resolutions (based as most of these are on Hei G-racious 
Majesty’s Proclamation of 1858, may now be effected , and that 
should it be deemed necessary first to institute any enquiry into any 
of the matters forming the subjects of these Resolutions, such enquiry 
maj-^ be made, as speedily as possible, by a Parliamentary 
Committee 

Prostitution 

Xn Resolved — ’That tins Congress, having nafcched mth 
mteiesb and sympathy the exertions that are being made m England 
lor the total abrogation of laws and rules relating to the regulation 
of pi-ostitution by the State m India, jilaces on record its apprecia- 
tion of the services thus rendered to tins country, and its desire to 
co-operate by all means in its pen er in the attainment of this laud- 
ablo object. 

Congresa Constitution 

XIII Resolved — That no subject shall be passed for discussion 

by the Subjects Committee, or allowed to be discnssod at any Congress 
by the Piesident thoieof, to the introduction of which the Hindu or 
Muhammadan Delegates as a body object, unanimously or nearly 
unanimously, and that if, after the discussion of any subject nbicb 
has been admitted for discussion, it shall appear that all the Hindu 
or all the Muhammadan Delegates as a body aie nnammously oi 
nearly imanimously opposed to the Resolution n Inch it is proposed 
to pass thereon, such Resolution shall be dropped , provided that 
this rule shall refer only to subjects in regard to which the Congross 
has not alreadv deflmtely piononncod an opinion r 

Permanent Settlement 

XIV Resolved — That the question of the introduction of s 
Porraauont Settlement of the Land Roienue Demand into the 
Madras and Bombav Presidencies and other Provinces bo referred 
to the several standing Congress Committees, with instructions to 
report upon the same, in so far ns it affects tlioir rospootn o circles, 
to the Congress of 1889 

7 
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Salt Tax 

XV Be»olr«l — Tliat tbia Oonf^rpiu pnta ou record Ita dl»- 
fipproral of the recent enhancement of the Belt Tut, bi inrotTinx a 
]ierceptlble increuo to tho burthens of the iioorer olsuee, an alao 
the partial absorpdoD In a tune of pee’* and plentr of th onlr 
Flnfinctal Reeerre of the Empire 

Fopm^ 

XVI Reaolred — That tho Fifth Indian Natioonl CongroM do 
^taemble (n the Bombaj Proaldenc}’ folUior at Bombar Itaelf or at 

Poona a* itiq bo aotUed herenfter) on the 26th of December 
18S0. 

XVTL Heaolred — That Ur A O Hume bo n--appoJBte<l 
Oeneral Secretarr for th enanloif twit 
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vakilsj pleadeis, sohccendod t-lie iimntle of 
headinastei s, pi of ei>sorcef t 
lenderSj b.inkeiSj bio pioposed, the Hon 
sliopkeepeis, aitisans ^ and Haja T Rama 
antliois, reises talnqd.f Sn William Wedder- 
dergymen and missioiuthp Oliair amid entlm- 
\\hom ^^el’e Indians 
nuinbei’ of niercliants 

secietaDes of public b(‘ ™ destiuo- 

aiid niembeis, of boon ™ 

Provinces wei e Immentai y coiiti ol and 

own taking over the 

BoVbay and Sindh ’ dated 

Paniab He showed how the 

R W P and Ondh cheme foi Agiicultuial 


Bombay and Sindh • 

Paniab He showed how the 

R W P and Ondh cheme foi Agiicultuial 

Bengab Mmr' Oriss ’* °°* 

*’ said Sii William, 

that lu Geimany alone 

tural Banks in active 


Bombay sent 38 dele he Continent of Europe 
of 1885^ and to this Bo di financial institutions 
821 There ivere 2 absolutely unable to 
Congiess^ 254 at the fifug into the clutches of 
Ml Pherozeshah M -ised the work of the 


the Reception Committe Agency in England, 
the pleasant duty of y Mr William Dighy,” 
of asking it to elect foiito England of a depu- 
of “the nationalising tef England “ to perform 
fully leavening New In ds the uni epi esented 
way in which the Oonanselfishness, to justice 
culties, he welcomed hd a sure response from 
hail as the Member fo;eople ” The i espouse 
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hoB not yet reached India it haa ft long \Taj 
to come 

Pwo presentations were made to the Preaident, at 
the close of his address, towards the expenses of the 
Congreaa with, a book and a silver salver tvs ine- 
tnentoea for himaelf The names of the delegnteB 
elected from each circle to the Subjects Committee — 
among which we note that of >Ir B G Tilak — ^were 
then read out 107 in numher and ratified hv Con 
greaa the President and ^ecretarv inaVing 109 
sitting on it rje uffieio, and the Congross adjonmed 
to the following dav leaving the Cnmimttee to it-^ 
Iftlwurs 

The second day s sitting begun with the presentation 
of the report from tlu Standing Committee of Madras 
Imt none otlier was forthcoming Mr I’berosveshali M 
Mehta tlieo projSD-<ed Uesuliition 1 lie tiaid it woa inipos 
Bible to present all the addresses and tologmms which 
Imd come pouring in from all partn nf (he country, so it 
wns better to frame an nddn^w to Mr Bnidlaugh from 
the Congress and take the rest ub read Tin linn 
Pandit Ajodlivanuth and Mr Jolm Adntn si*condiHl 
and pupportevl and tlm rrsolntinn wn cnmiKl b\ 
nLclamation 

Ihi Pri aidi ill then opencsl tlu imjairtant business 
of the dav The reform iif the la*gislatue Councils, 
i-aving tliat n draft Bill Imd Ikhji pnpnred b\ 
Afr llmdluugh and <.ircnlatiMl i iiilHBlving the view of 
theCorigro s ns ho farexpns isl Mr Brudbiuth w ish 
ed to obtain the nmtim opinion of the Indmn pe<i|ile on 
lertain matti rs that flii\ might Ik* i iniKMlbsl m 
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the Jiill Cei’t.ain pioposals h.id fchevefoie been draft- 
ed, and must be considei ed 

Ml Enrdlej' Noiton moved Hesolution II with 
the Scheme, giving an outline of piinciples to be 
embodied in a Bill The existing Councils weie 
shams, and the^ demanded to be given halt of 
each Council, “to do vitli as we choose” Given 
this pimciple of election “ W'e shall have the light 
to control ourselves, we sliall liave the light, to 
a certain extent, to contiol oui taxation , we shall 
have the light to ciiticise the Budget , and last, but 
not least, ve shall have the gloiious piivilege of 
inteipellation, a light which, if piopeilj applied, 
will inure to the eiioimous benefit both of the luleis 
and of the luled” The indirect method of election 
was proposed, because there was no chance of ob- 
taining direct, and because the various bodies al- 
ready existing, Municipalities, Boaids, Universities, 
etc, would really give to Goveinment the power of 
manipulating the electorates The Hon Pandit 
Ayodhyanath, in seconding, said that the existing 
Councils were a faice, and Pandit Bishen Harayan 
Dhar i einarked that if the Government really wished 
to know the opinion of the people, the principle of 
election must be accepted 

The chief plank of the Congiess platform is the 
eZerfive piinciple, and ve aie not going to be satisfied 
with a thing that amII be a snaae, a mockery, and a de- 
lusion, leading men to believe that they have something 
which they do not really possess What we want is not 
- sham, but reality , not shadow, but substance , not nomi- 
nation, vhich IS another name for deception, but represen- 
tation, which IS the essence of political reform 
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Among tlje apenkers nlio supported Uie re^lutjon 
were Mr fr babmmania Iyer Mr Bepiu Clmndm 
Pal Lain Lajpnt Rai Pandit ilndan Mohan Mnlanja 
— who showed b> the increase of the Salt Tax 
and the compelling of the ryot to pay the Pntwan 
Cess t\nce o\er how much out of touch with the 
|>oor were the nominated luonibers — and Mr Suren 
drannth Bannerji wlio once more expre. aed Ins 
c-ortninty that there conld come but one responae, 
whioli I am confidi nt will be in occord with the great 
traditions of tlie English people find will aerie to 
(“onvihdato the fonndntions of Pritiah rule in India 
nnd to broad base it upon the affections of a hnppi 
prospi roiisand contentcdpeople Congress spenkorx 
hIiow a n markable readino&s to propliMv intli an 
i>(|ualh remarkable failure to prophesy corroctU 

Till 'Mhiiue ann pnt clause b\ clause and 1 nnd 2 
pii’<M*d unihollinged On danse T it was mored 
mi'^utxiH. fulh to striki out tlio word male’ ho that 
i|tmli!ii*d nnntcii might vote 

On clau e i an ainondinont was moveil b\ Mr lilak 
nnd siH'onded hi Mr ( oklinh that tiu Jmpirml 
( ouncil nhoiild he eletled hi tho I rovmCTal CounnlK 
in tend of hi tin He< foml CHilIcgi Tlie nniendiin nt 
H notpuorthi as ctuiiing from two strong inrn, 
spenkincr in the ( ingress for thi first turn men iiho 
wi ro to hni< tn Iiidmn liistnn an inrffoi cnblo mark 
The aim ndtncnt ims lo t as was another lenimg tlio 
npr» enintiTi ff iiiinoritii*s to hi noniinnt»*d h\ 
(Jovi rnnii nt Aliieli litth incident then occarn*d^ oni 
i f tho Munnlman delegate making a rioli nt speech, 
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in winch ho clanned that his co-ieligioin^rs sliould bo 
elected in equal nninboi s w ith Hindus although the 
population was sinallei ^ tbc pioposition wa-. seconded, 
bnt> was also opposed In l^lnsalmnns, who legaided it 
as unjust, finally the oiiginal ehnise wms earned by 
an orerw helming niajoiih f»f both coniTnnnities, and 
the Congress was adjonined 

The thud day, December 28th, was overloaded woth 
business, and the Congiess, this > e.ii, met foi tliiee 
da^s onh , a meeting was fixed at 0 p m for the 
presentation of an address to Mi Biadlangh, so the 
sitting had to close at 5 'I’lie first business was the 
passing of Resolution III, an “ Omnibus Resolution,” 
in which were le-aflfii med, in ten clauses, important 
decisions aiiived at in pieyious Congresses It was 
moved b> IMr Kalichaian Banneiji, seconded by !Mi 
H Gr Chandayaikar, and supported b} ]\[i S B 
Senkaiam, wdio stated that he w'as a Bialimana and a 
Volunteei, baying been admitted to the Vi/agapatam 
Rifie Volunteei Coips The Resolution wais then 
earned 

Resolution IV was pioposed by the Rev (1 M 
Cobban, and seconded b}^ Mr D E Wacba, wdio 
pointed out that the House of Commons bad diiected 
the Goveinraent of India to modify then excise policy 
so as to meet the washes of the people, aftei nine 
months, howevei, the Government had done nothing 
The Rev Messis R A Hume and Evans supported 
it, and the Resolution was earned unanimously 

Ml S Ramasw^ami Mudaliai then moved Resolu- 
tion V, and criticised very adversely the despatch of 
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tlie Secretarj of State on the Keport of the Pnblic- 
Service Commiaaion making the poaition of Indians 
except as to age worse than it was before the 
Commission, for the Indian officials were compelled 
either to remain in the positions they then held in 
the Statutory Service or to enter the Provincial 
Service the members of which were barred from all 
the higher evecntive offices Indians he said, onl^ 
asked for a fair field and no favour ’ we want 
the best men we can got and if the huropeans can 
beat the Indmns in a fair competition, let them do 
HO ” Mr G K Ookliale seconded tlie Pesohitioii, 
and spoke plaml; and sternly mth tlie ring of 
Htend} purpose for nhith he nfteranrrls becnnie 
famoas 

Iiftv SIX \enni Ijb\© •oni© Biid gi no since the promise 
nas first made timt ik distinHion of raoo or cret*d or 
coloar should l<c sllowed to stand in the wn\ )f the 
prospocts of preftnnent »f anr natirr of Imtuu That 
isihlo promise then raaile a promiv vrnrthv » f thi 
highest nml most pencroas attitude t f I upland totrnrtls 
aii\ of the countries with Trliich she has eicr come info 
roiitnrt was roitcrtitod in yit stronger tenns bi the 
proclaniatnui of Tin terms of the cnactmuit jf 

1NC{ mill of the pnclnnmtlon of lb nre m explicit that 
those will iH>w tm 1 1 withhold from Ps the pnrilcpiN 
then ns nn*d to as most Is* pre|)«n*(l to fnre tin pnhifal 
dJhmma f hypoeri j or trcnclieiy — must Is prrponsl to 
admit that Inghtnd wns insiDct n. when she made th >st 
pn iniHi s, r thot she is prepared to ) renk faith with ns 
now 


( tiitlcmtn \ou may ht aware that an fjitli 1 Judin 
famops for infamous) in a wav did not MToplc to ncrept 
this latter position ciwl pnipooml the preprstemas 
dpcinni thot the pns Inmation of Ib-j'* was nerrr mi nnt 
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to be seiiously taken 1 hope however that there are 
not many Englishmen of that kind With these noble 
promises of 1833 and 1858 before us, I ask you, are we 
not entitled to say that the least ue expect from our 
English luleis is that they should always show a steadily 
progressive tendency tov ards tlie fulfilment of these pro- 
mises P 

Ml Gokhale urged that theie weie three points, 
before the Commission sat, of importance to 
Indians fiist, competitive examinations, secondly, 
in the Statutoiy Covenanted Service, one-sixth 
of the posts, by the enactment of 1861, weie 
reserved for Indians , thirdly, the Uncovenanted 
Seivice was wholly Indian The Commission lefused 
simultaneous examinations, though “ foi posts in 
our own counti3’', if we are not to be examined 
m oui own country, I do not know what justice and 
equity are ” Secondly, only 108 posts, out of 941 le- 
served for the Covenanted Service, instead of 158, the 
one-sixth belonging to Indians, might be leseived foi 
Indians in the highei branch of the Uncovenanted 
Sennce, re-named the Piovmcial Service The Com- 
missioners recommended that 108 shmUd be given , 
The Secretaiy of State said may “We may be given 
108 places, leaving it to the disci etioii of the Govern- 
ment, and we know what that means Poi eveiy one 
of these 108 places that we shall have, half a dozen 
will go to the Biuopean official class ” The status of 
Indians was distinctly changed foi the woise by the 
Commission, and this is one of the many cases 
in which the Crown — ^ivhich is not Crown but 
Buieaucratic — Goveinnient has pioved woise foi 
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India than the old Eaat India Company role The 
Reaolntion nnpported by Mr John Adam and 
!Mr Ah Afuliamraad Bhimjt was nnaniraonal} pnwied 
Tlie official Report says that a snspioion i« ''begin 
ning to gam ground in India, that England^fl policy 
towards us is changing and la no longer nctnated hr 
(jiiite those flame noble and loftv motives that in 
bye-pone dnvs tlirew a halo ronnd the Bntmh name” 
Tliat fluflpicion lias grown dnring tlie 20 veara since 
those words ere written Mr All ^Inhnnimad Bliiinji 
jxnnted to the Commission of 1800 wecominending 
smmltaneouH examinations Lord Stanlev lind saul 
with regard to this that 

lie roald not retrain from otprcssing Ins ronrletion 
that m rofasing to catrr oo oxaminations in Jmlis as well 
as in Fnplnnd n tiling, that was ctunl^ pmrticnhle the 
(iovcrninuit wore in fact nvgntiMiig that which they Imd 
dpclared tf bo ono of tho principal objects of tlioir Bill 
nnd r\ nfinmg the ( iril 'wmeo ns heretofore to 
hnplishmon Tlio rvsolt was anjast and he Iwlh tmI it 
wotild l»e mewt jKmicioas. Then spun Tsird Stanlc) 
farther said Let them sappnso for iimtnnpc that insti-ad 
ff lioldini; tlipse t sarnlnstions hfisj in London thcr wen 
to be held in Crtlcnttn well how manr h nj^lbhraen wr uhl 
p) there or how niniij would send Iheir sons jicrhaps tt) 
spend two or three years III till roontrr on thr rlmiin if 
I'ltainiiij, nn appointment!' 'Nmrtluh'is that was 
exBctlr thr mui>c prupo^sl t U adoptnl townnls the 
natiies of India. 'IIiim' an the opinions that were 
rxpres'’isl at thi lime when the CoramihSK m rs comi 
t > tin ronrliwu ii that MUioltnneoQs rxannnations shnnhl 
U hold in Indiu nnd we arc fishing nothing more 
nor h“^s than wiml lhe\ deridi I in IFTiO nnti now 
JP I curs Imre from hr and tin pnnpcHs then hehl 
ont to us hr ono of Toglands wi sst stntrHtnen and 
rmhriM br * ParlmmontarT Comm! ■«i< n pn 
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upon oni (ii i(’i<*u>> t^hu’cii-lOiiipi (“;s soIimum 
pioini‘'('' li'i\i* not \»'( I»t on to.tliM'd I kn<n\ lluil inoii 
lM\t‘ foiuicl l)i'-o ( mmirli men fi.iiloi^ uliko io 

tluMi tjhiccn nml <‘uun(i\ (<i (h.it oui holoMnl 

IJjupu'sv U()jyK utj< no pioiuiNov, nicrolv cmohniud 
uit<M.i!U("s ui*\oi ui(on<lo«l (o ho niod ujinn Ihd Inns 
did jin IioiK'si I'hitrli'-li •'t ifo‘-in.in iii'id lliis dn‘;^.lIdl^ 
vtuh Whit fTid Loid Hipon v n '' “ 'I’lio docuniont 

(Ih'i ^raio‘>t\ s I’r oi Ininnf loii^ IS not II 'I'l o,il \ il is not a 
di]i]oinati< in^'ti ninoiit , it a do< I.irit ion of jiium i])los of 
Gomu niiK'iil . if it IS oliliLTiitoin at all, it is oldiLratoi v in 
losput to all to w iioin it is addicssod 'I’lio doc ti iiio. 
tluucfoK Jo wliifh ^sir .hiiiios StoplicMi li.is (^i\on tlio 
sanction of Ins fcutliont\ 1 fool hound to lepuduitc to tlio 
utmost of iM\ ponoi It sj-onis Jo nu* to ho inconsistont 
•siitli tlu' chanotoi of ni\ So\oroip-n and with the honom 
of nn fouiitn, mid if it wcio once Jo he loconed and 
nc'trd upon In the (lo\('i nnient of Kn<rland, it. would do 
moie tlinn ainthiiitr else, could possilih do to sti ikc* at 
the loot of oni jiowc’i and to dostio\ our pist influenop " 

Sn Tames Fit/pinies iStejihmi wms the man of 
whom j\lr Gokhah' spoke ns “an hjiiglisli Judge 
famous oi infnincjus ” But aftei all, Sii James Jins 
pi cued nglit 

Xe\t came oni old fnend the Aims 7\ct m Eesoln- 
tinu VT, Aei y caiofull} wnided tins yeai ])voposed 
1>> j\rr John Adam, seconded l)^ Jjaki Haibhagavan 
Das, and siq^poiJed liy thiee otheis, it ivas nnani- 
monsl} earned 

Resolution VII Avas moved by Mi Baikunthnath 
Sen m an able and thoughtful speech, shoiving the 
Instoiical aspect of the question, lie pointed out 
that a famine m 1860 had led to a Commission, which 
lepoited in fainur of tlie Peimanent Settlement, and 
it was appioved in a Despatch fioni the Secietary 
8 
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of State in 1802 Tliere however it had remained 
Afr S Subraraanm I\er »et*otided and aaid that, 
in on inconsiderate moment he had inre-sted Ina 
aavingfl m land fifteen venra liefore lie found tlmt, 
practically all iinprovementB were taxed ao he told 
liLs agent not to spend a rupee m imppoving the land 
the reyiaionu prevented iinprovementa being made 
□ nd no recourse to the Courts ngainat the secret 
order* of the Settlouieiit Department could bo 
made ilunslii badar nd-din Ahmed anpporting, gave 
an instance of u revision 1 m Mr Colvin — later 
the Sir Auckland Colvin wh(» »o strongly objected 
to the Congrew — in whu h the Government Revenue 
naaossmont made by him on a \nllage t \ceodcd the 
total gross produie of the nllnge TTie pKir 
/emindnr finding Nfr Colmi ol>dumtu to all pm\ 
era presente<l a petition snMng that hi« aged father 
liefore Ins tleath had foretold the Looming of a 
Settlement OfHttr in \\ hose time tin people ironld 
Ih* mo inimrahle an<l porerti stricken tlmt in tin ir 
home** aould noitin r Ih lictird the xound of the 
grinding null nor tiu gliiiinipr of tin laniphos(*<n 
and that win a tin mine lo |m s tin l>e^t thing that 
In could d aoiild lx t>gi\« up nil Ins rights ainl 
inten*'!** m In iilliigt to tin (hivoninnnt and lx*- 
ctune a inemlu'niit Hi therefore l>egg»‘d Air Colrni 
to put In an imnn in nil the Ren nne jmjH rs 
Moni otlnr jKiki fnnii llnir iwii » tjh nonce nml 
complained «if the i^nomnc* tin Sitflcinent Cfli 
rer Nt civil smi will he — tin re i in niiiedi 

and no jii tici On** tiuiti tinl In was enn III 
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Reuoliitioii IX \7aa Bmineuth reasonable, and abso- 
lotel} necessary to the good government of Indm but 
the House of Commons has snico India \vas taken 
over by the CroTvn lost all interest in Indian affairs 
A[r W C Banner]! proponed and Mr Slinrf nd-diii 
seconded Pandit Madan "Mohan ^lolaviyn spoko 
enmestlv and effectuel} 

In the year 1883 the Hoimc of Comnioiw passed a 
ruftolatioD to the effect tliat in the opinion of tliat House 
it 18 iiecesKar) tlmt early atvps Iw tukcii to reduce the 
expenditure of India, Lord Kimlierloy onr then Serre 
Uirj ( f State in his despatch, dated the &th of Juno 
nrj^l tlio Go^emmont of India to take the subject of the 
nxlucti m of expenditure into their earliest considorntnin 
Lonl Randolpii Cliarchill our next Secretary of Stott 
laterun mid that the dnancml poeiiiou of Indm hos tcry 
pm^e indeed and rcgoirod tho most corcfol eonaidcmlion 
and the exercise of the moat rigid economy was noccssan 
III his ipiuiou in order to o\oiil bonkruptev ” But the 
iMthdmwal of Parliamentarr control setms to halt 
enilwlclened the present Lnder Seen tsrr to fake up n 
lerr different attitude MTion complaints were main f n 
tlio K^sion of the last dehute on the Indian Itndgtt 
111 tilt House of Oommons of thi uverprowinj, inmuM 
f txpenditnre in India Sir John ( orst met tlicin 
Ipoldlv hj Mi>inp that ixpiiiditnre hss inrren>^l it 
on^ht to inrrcsse and it < opht not tc U diminishiHl 
\nd hr tnwl to justifv this view In nsvrting that 
tin ainllh und pmspcnti of the nmntrv was iiicttos 
iiij. Now gciithraen no one would I* more dLlIghtHl 
tiinn ourwlros ti know thot the country was rvolJr 
growing in wealth and prospcritt Hot uidmiipilr tin 
sttm rrnlity if facts forhnis as fn m r<»nM>ling ( nr 
wlr»*H with surli plmsing fniicn s \\ r Irs k wistfullr in 
ull dirvrti II we g< ih^ep hit Ihi Muffa^nl wr w*c < ur 
Imtiinii in their h ines hikI lint n (hei nrtonllj livi 
mil far from W'chig an\ iiiUrntKii <f that iiiru'U'Mi l 
pi wpiTilr ml i h ‘^ir J (J >rsl rai I I e di ct ri r»l nt thsl 
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distance, wa find the people giWMiig pooiee and less and 
less able to nnuntain tliemsehes, thciv \\ivgs and children, 
than tlle^ were before Ajid we theieforo sa^, gentlemen, 
that the increase ol expenditnie is under existing circum- 
stances not only unpistihable, but positively sinful The 
increase of public expenditure would undoubtedly be 
welcome if it followed upon an inciease of wealth 
and piosperit^' among tlie people Tliere has been a 
large increase of leieiiue in hJiiglancl during the past 
quaitei of a century But it has follow ed an enormous 
gi'owth ot wealth and (ommeicc in England and no one 
( omplains much of it But in India imblic expendituie 
goes on inci easing, while tlie condition of the people is 
detei loi ating day by day One simple but incontiw erti- 
ble pi oof of this lies in the fact that almost all the lecent 
additions to the levenue of the Goveinment have been 
sciewed out of the fii st necessities of the Indian people 
To take only the most recent instances increased expendi- 
ture has been met by enhancing the duty on salt, a thing 
necessary alike to man and cattle , by taxing the poor 
man’s oil, as petroleum has rightly been called , by imposing 
a double tax on the famishing ryots of tlie North-Westein 
Provinces and Oudh , and by misapproprintnig the Famine 
Insurance Fund, a fund especially created and promised 
by three Viceroys to he religiously'' set apart for meeting 
difficulties 111 times of scarcity^ and famine 

■ 

The Eesolntion was earned unanimously 

The Eesolntion of thanks to Loid Eeay, Goveinoi 
of Bombay (X), was moved by Mr J U Yajnik, ex- 
Slienff of Bombay, and he boie w'ltness to the fact 
that Loid Eeay’s nominations leflected the wish of 
Indians , he had appointed Messrs Eanade, Dadabhai 
ISTaoro]!, Telang, Dayai*ain Jethmal, Pheiozeshah 
Mehta, and others, “never hefoie had such wisdom 
and impaitiality been shoivn ” It was supjiorted 
the Hon Mi C Sankaran Nan, who xvished othei 
Piovinces the good foitune en]oyed by Bombay, 
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Mr H A. Wadia wlio winhed Lord Reoy would return 
as Viceroj, and otliers and earned witli acclamation 
Mr Eardlev Norton moved Resolntion XI, because, 
owing to a miataVe the Subjects Committee had died 
prematurely and Resolution XII re-elected >fr A 0 
Hume 03 General Secretarj 

Resolution VIII dealt with orgnnisation and tin 
number of delegates ot future Congresflca ims liiniti d 
to 1,000 In answer to an oppeol for the Ra, 45 000 
<i\er Rb 0 000 wns paid in ♦•ash and Rs 50,220 pn>- 
inised within half an hour nie resolution was then 
jMiMod and New XJ\ and X\ — the latter tlinnking 
Sir \\ flliain Wedderbuni for coming from England 
for tlift CongroBB — w« re qmckh enmed riipii the 
hifth Coiigross with a \oto t»f thanlsH to tlie Re 
(eptum ( oinnnttee dissolrcxl 

RBSOlitmONS 
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(2) l?e\ciiuc diptiKiK to coiiR(irntc oicbimrih tcnitonal mnts 
foi olectoml ]nirposu8 

(d) All male ill ill'll! aiibjects abo^e 21 peal’s of age possessing 
cei-tain qualihcations and not subject to certain disqualifications 
(both of ■nlncli Mill bt settled latei) (o be \otois 

(4-) Voteis in each distnct to elect lopi’csentatn es to one oi 
inoi-c olcctond bodies, accoiding to local circumstances, at the i-ate 
of 12 per million of the total jiopiilation of the district, siitli 
ivprcsentatiies to ))Os<.ess certain f|nnlifuations and not to bo sublet t 
io certain disqualihcatinns, both ol mIucIi Mill be settled latei 

(5) All tilt leprcseiitatnes thus elected b% nil the distiacts 
ii’t hided in the juiisdietion of each electoral body, to elect nioinbei*s 
to the Inipen il Lcgislatiuc at the mte of 1 per c\ cij fiie niillions 
of the total population of the electoral jiu isdiction, and to then ottii 
P lot lilt ltd Legislatui-e at the late of 1 jiei million of the said total 
jiopulntioii, in such miso that Mheiietcr the Parsis, Clmstiaiis, 
Muhnniinadans or Hindus are in a iniiioiiti , the total niimbei ot 
Paisis, Cluistinns, Jliihamnindnns or Hindus, ns the case inaj be, 
t lected to the Pronncinl Legislature, shall not, so fni as may be 
possible, bear a less piojiortion to the total numbei of membci’s 
elected theieto, than the total iiiimbei of Pnrsis, Christians, Hindus 
or Muhanimndans, ns the case mai be, in such electoral junsdiction, 
bears to its total population Membeis of both Logislatni'es to 
possess certain qualifications and not to be subject to certain 
disqualifications both of mIiicIi Mill be settled Intei 

(6) All elections to bo by billot 

XI Kesolved -That the Subjects Committee be instracted to 
settle the questions (left open in the skeleton scheme foi the 
reconstruction of the Councils, embodied in Resolution IT), of the 
qualifications lequisito for, and tho disqualifications Minch 
should debar from, becoming 

(a) a Votei , 

(b) a Eepresentatn o , 

(c) a Member of a Provincial Legislative Conned , and 

(d) a Member of the Imperial Legislative Council, and to 
submit tlieir Report tlioreon to Charles Bradlangh, Esq , M P , foi 
the purposes of tlio Bill M’lnch be has been icqnestcd to have 
di SMm 


Confirmation of Previous Resolutions 

III Eesolved — That this present Congress does heieh'^ ratifr 
and confiim the resolutions passed by previous Congresses as to 

(n) the urgent necessity foi the complete separation of eve- 
cutive and judicial functions, such that, in no case, shall the two 
functions be combined in the same officer , 
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(i) tLc eip©djeno 7 of ©itenduijf into mimr pert* of tLe 
coontrj whoiT It is iwt at \ roaont in font* tl o ajatem of trial 
hy jTuy, 

(o) the necwaitj of withdniwinjr from tho Hiph Oonrt* the 
powura, firat reatwl in them In IfTi, of wttiofr aairto rerdicta of 
acrpilttfil by jiirie* f 

(d) tho npcoaalty of intToclarlnpr i to th« Code of OritnfDal 
Pmcrdnjo a i rori ion onabHoff accnactl penoo hi wmrmnf coar* 
to drmand that iaatmd of brinK 1 ^ the Uaftiatmto thrr1>o 
ootnnilttrd to the Conrt of Sentonai 

( ) the hifri Ir anwitiafaetovT rharector of tl o exUtii fi arsteni 
of Police AdmitiiBtratlcrn in India and tite a1«( Inte npccaaltr of n 
fnndaiiKTital ref rm therein i 

(/) the expcdlencT of botl catabliahi jr llllitary OolU*sr 
in Tod whereat the hatireaof India aadeflnod be atatute mar 1 
cdocated and traloeil for ft mnltarr career a oflkvni of th Tndini 
Anar an 1 of anthoriai fr onder ocl rnWandre irictlon aa mar 
aeem neceMnrr wh a ajat m of rolanirerintr for the In If u 
tahabltanta of the counttr aa mar qnalify them to opfortthr 
floTernnwnt in nj crOiIf 

(f) the ttrewly anaatlefartory character f the luwmo Tar 
A I ilnlitratlon eapccially aa romrua loeoDie* Iri w nQjieeii rma 
thooaoad, and the orpedlcncr of niiafft) tsta) Ir ml imnra to 
thU am ixnt t 

(h) the treme imporuoet of IncM Ijyr instead f Unit faih 
i R aJ the nrr«ent tendeacy sppeara to be the fxiblio r|WD lit re on 
iop thm In all ita btarwhe*, ami tb necce ily in lew to the 
larwnotloo of otip f the mmt ee<ieBtlaI of th "c branehee iL 
technical of ll 0 p^ntm nt of ml e<l ComnaJ«4.h>ii I nqolrv int i 
the prea nt Indoemat ron lltion of the eon trr i 

( ) the impolicT atrd I ] lice li n 1»e<I In fU Ul Increase r>f 
the Salt Tax Id time of invfoond iieare an I tl nnrent nece«eltr 
f r an Immediate redortlon of thi us an 1 the irimjioeitlofl In 
hnlnnce th ietWt tho* caowHl, »f lipbt ml infoma Imjairt I tie i 

(j) thenecea It f r the reiloetli n of I tro 1 of || cimtlnonl 
increase to, the mnifarr xpendltnn of tb mmntrr 


Tampvrano* 
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Public Service 

V. Hosohed — That tlii'; Congi’ess, tlmiiknig Her Mujos- 

t\’fi Gi)\ermneut foi niiKiiig the ago foi the Indian CimI Scmtc 
Coiuiiotitue Examination from 19 to 23, does herobj^ put on rccoid 
an emi>hatic expi'eB'Jion of the nnuci'sal disajipointment nhioh has 
lioen created by the lest of tiint Go\ emmont’s ordera in regard to 
the Public Sen icc Question (the net lesult of n IiilIi orders is to 
jilace tlio people of India in a worse position than they piemoiislj 
lield), and reitei-ates the iNational coimction that no leal justice 
mil be done to India, in this inattei, until the sinniltanooiis holding 
in India and in England, of all Examiiiations for all Cml branches 
of the Public Sen ice in India, at luosont held oiilj in England, 
be conceded 

Military 

VI Hosoh ed- -That in view of the lo} alty of the people, the 
liaKKlinib tint the Arms Act, (XI of 1878), ns at present adminib- 
tered, entails, and the nnmented sUir i\ hich it casts upon them, 
the GoNcrnnicnt be mo\ed so to modify the niles made uudci this 
Act that all restrictions as to the possession and bearing of aims 
shall apj)!} equally to all poi'soiis residing in or nsiting India 
that licences to possess and beai aims shall bo libemlly and 
generallj' distnbuted nherevci mid annuals habitually destioy 
hunian life, cattle oi crops, and that those and all licences issued 
undei the rules shall be gi-anted once foi all, shall operate thixiugh- 
oiit the Proiincial jmisdichon mthin which they tuo issued, bo 
onlj re\ocable on proof of misuse, and shall not require jeaily oi 
lialf -yearly renewals 

Permanent Settlement 

’ni Resohed — That the Govemment be uiged to take the 
subject of a Permanent Settlement once more under consideration 
in xaew to practical action thereon, such that fixity and permanency 
may be given to the Goveniment Land Revenue demand mthout 
fuither delaj, at anj rate m all fully populated and well cultivated 
tracts of country 

Silver Duties 

VIII Resolved — That in mew of the fall that has alreadj 
occuiTed in the price of silver and m the exchange value of the 
Indian Rujieo, it is impolitic on the part of the British Government 
to maintain any himb^nces whatever to the consumption of silver 
for manufacturing purposes , and that this Congress strongly urges 
upon Her Majesty’s Government that, not only as an act of justice 
to India (a matter which has been lepoatedly brought to the notice 
of Hor Mnjestx’s Miuisteis) but also ns an act of expediency in 
the mteicsts of Her Majesty’s Biitish as well ns Indian subjects, 
the plate duties should be immediately abolished, and hall marking 
be made a voluntniy institution 



94 


HOW IHDIA WBOUOHT FOE PEIKDOM 


OriavanoM before Bnpply 

Hefcolwl — That thla Con^rea* rcapectfali/ ei) ni>*« thfl 
earnest hope that, in the inteicat of tho poopl« of India tho IlmiiK* 
of Comm na will forthirith roatoio tho rijarht formorir jxwamwml bv 
membera of that Honoorable Hooae of atatlog to Pftrikmcnt aoj 
matter of f^ormnoe of tbo natlrw of India before Mr Speaker 
lettrea the Ohair for the preaentnttoo ii 0 mi Ictee of the Indian 
Badget itatemeDt end eomeetljr traata that the Iloaae of Oommotii 
will in fatnns take Into cotuddomtion tho Aunoal Indkti Bndget 
atatement at anch a dato ae irfll cnamn Ita fnJI and adeqoatp 
dlacQaaion, and farther anth rfaea the Prcaident, Sir Wfflian 
Woddorhom, Bart to aign a Potltlon In the uamo and on behalf of 
thta Ckmgrraa f r preaontatloo to tl e Houao of Cooimona in acrord 
ore with tho torma of thia Bewdati n 

Oongr*M Oonatltudon 
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CHAilLES BRADJiAUGH P 

The preaentation of the Gongres."* address to ^fr 
Charles Bradlaugh M P took place on the snine 
erening D^ember 28th at 7 p m Tlie table on 
the platform — 18 feet b} 4| feet — was piled np from 
end to end with addreases iii caskets of Indian nork 
rngs mats carvings, sent from even* part of India 
brought in lnnn^ cases by poor men who had conn 
hundreds of miles to give them Clmractenstical!} , 
he would not accept vnluablc gifts, snoli as a splendid 
Kashmir shawl Mr Plieroieshah Mehta was voted 
to the chair and made a brief speech, \oicing Tiulia s 
love and gratitude for the high and iinRelfisli enden 
vonra of one who was a stranger to tliem, to 
promote India s welfare its prospenti and its liest 
interests 

Sir M flliam W edderlmrii rend the address if tin 
Congress 

To Charles IlmcllftajrJi Jlpinlirrforbi rthnnij>ton 

in tlie PsHInment of Great Jtntnin and Inland 

Sir — On Iwlmlf « f tin fifth Itnlisn "Nutinnal Cfiipnt-R 
awml led at Ik mini we liep t* < ffer vem • ur nidtii! aisl 
most heartfelt weleoroe and thrfrtij.h vou Hi dcsin t > 
n ni*ov oar thanks to the rleet< rs of Nirthampt<n who 
have p« emitted von to espouse the mow of Iniba 

^ oa come to nsn htpumjir m perw n, not n pate f »r 
\oor diMnterC'ti I sdroenrjr of the rIaimR ff mnclnl on the 
onaiiswcmMe demands of human pn ;rre<*s and tin wdeiuu 
pn mines of their Queen) prrh rrr<l 1\ millions — nh«Ke 
op}>eal f >r juntire have ovoVikI a wnle pn-od n^^ponv 
since j-ou arooM I the pet pie f Gmit Itnlaln Inti n 
hvmpatlietJe reetunotHm i F India s tieeiln — will in Iinnr 
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your name foi all time in the pioudest and most imperish- 
able of human homes, the hearts and traditions of a 
lomng and a giato^ul lace 

Brilliant as u as the tribute of national respect ’which 
■^oiir illness elicited fiom the fellow-countrymen who for 
long veais had been the daily spectatois of your labours 
and ^o^l tiiumphs in England, jou have won, Sir, in the 
mental distress and pia^erful anviet}* with which the 
population of India folloued you in the tribulation of your 
sickness, a homage the moie unique and tender that it is 
not matched in the lecoided histoiy of any living states- 
man They have appieciated the unflinching courage 
uitli uhicli, throughout youi' political caieer, you have 
confronted erior and have championed tiuth You have 
enchained then admiration by your inalienable fidelity to 
the popular cause 

Pioud in your possession of such qualities, and 
thankful for your effoits in our cause, we trusf that yon 
juaj' be spared to complete the great work you have 
begun, and to lead the vindication of your generous 
interpi station of our political aspirations, as well in the 
ever closer union of India and of England, as in the 
quickened vigour and expanding energies of a country 
regenerated Toy the partial ledemption of pledges too 
long permitted to lemain unfulfilled — We have, etc 

In leply, Mi Bradlaugh said 

Sir William, and Delegates of the Indian National 
Congress, I thank you not so much for myself, for I have 
not yet deseived the tiibute you pay me I thank you 
for my Electors, Avithout whom I should not have the 
right to do all the vork I do And in their name, and 
because I believe tliat then example will be followed 
by othei constituencies, I feel giateful to you, and only 
do not tianslate m3' gratitude into woids because no v ords 
can express hat I feel 

A few of the caskets only were taken up, as 
specimens of all, and a few of the ai tides of Indian 
9 
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manafactDre were presented and a list of some of 
the places sending addresses and gifts, was read An 
hour was occupied in even this slight summarising, 
for, os the Report eaye there wns scarcel} a town 
of any sire ” from which an address had not been 
sent Mr Bmdlaugh then rose and said 

Friends, fellow subjects, and fellow*citi»ens I I nd 
dress you ns fnonds, for the greeting von have given mo 
entitles me to use tlie same language to you os I would 
use to those at homo and yon havo made lue feol sinco I 
have been m Bombay that the wonl homo has a wider 
signiSonnce than I had given it I have learned that if 
1 have oiilv ft little home, I havo a larger one in vonr 
sympathies and in your afTectione and, as I trust to de- 
serve by futuro work, m your love I address jjouas 
follow subjects wo are here loyal to one rule with the 
liest of *lovaltv Tliat is no real loyalty which is onlj 
lilmd snhmissKiu Real lovaltv moans that the govoniwl 
help the governors hr Icniing little for the Ooverniuent 
to da Real loyalty means that tho claim of right is 
made with tho consciousness of dntv nml 1 ft*ol pnmd to 
lie a fellow subject with lou in the liope thot tho phnoM. 
fellow citiEons mnj grow into n rcnlitj even l>ornTt* mv 
life-timo ends. I nmv >oar Imlnlgeneo to-night, for 
it IS tho first speech I have mode since I looted into the 
blackness of tho gmvc ami I am not pure how for I mii 
trust m\ tongue to interpret what I would wish ti Ka\ 
Ofonetfiing I am sure von lian mtimteil alike mj work 
and mv ability (\o,Ao) I prav vou Iw as indulgent to 
me as \oQ have l»oin generous and if von disagrtn with 
what I sn\ let me snj it m my own poor fashion so that 
von mnv find at least niv meaning rleartnjnu I am 
onlv here as a visitor f»v vonr courtisy n menifierol' • 
great a semhl\ the Mothi r of PaHmm nls in tin world 
of which I nm one of the poon I mcmlsrrs nml as t » am 
force that I may havi had In odvuctititii. the rauM* <f 
th nM* t ) wli m I liHhnig fit lit me h t me snv I was snrrr 
to hear tlial I was tliankctl f ir m\ work hi the js jiolsr 



THE EIFTH CONGEESS 


99 


cause For wliom sliould I u'ork, if not for the people F 
Bom of the people, trusted by the people, I will die 
of the people And I know no geogxaphical or race 
limitations If the Nationality — pardon the word — to 
which I am proud to belong lias raised its Empire, the 
rule cairies with it the duty on the part of every citizen 
to recognise that which I recognise in you, a lawful con- 
stitutional association for the assertion of your ]ust claims 
and for the advancement of your homes and interests 

I vnll ask you not to expect too much One 
man is only a water-drop in the ocean of human life 
you are the breeze driving the water-drop on the 
western side of the seas and, by your encouragement, 
adding others to it, and giving it a force that shall wash 
it into the old rock of prejudice that hindei’ed, you will 
make those on the other side hear, as I have heard, the 
clear English sounds, which show that you share our 
language, our traditions, and our hopes, and are willing 
to work with us and to make common cause with' ns 

Not only do not expect too much, but do not expect 
all at once Great as this assembly is in its suggestive- 
ness, by its delegates travelling hundreds and thousands 
of miles, you are yet only the water-drop of the two 
hundred and ten millions whom you number under our 
Empire, yours and mine — not mine agamst yours, not 
Engbsh against Indian, but our common Empire for 
common purposes Don’t be disappointed if, of a just 
claim, only somethmg is conceded It is new, but shall 
be every day coming , it is new, but you have those who 
stand in the House of Commons to plead for you , not I 
alone, but members as devoted to you as I can possibly 
be, and I hope soon to see added to then ranks, with the 
authority of his knowledge and of the position which his 
presiding here has given him — Sir William Wedderburn 
I would remind you, as an encouragement to you to be 
patient, that in England great reforms have always been 
slowly won Those who first enterpiised them were 
called seditious, and sometimes sent to gaol as criminals , 
but the speech and thought lived on No imprisonment 
can crush a truth , it may hinder it for a moment, it may 
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delcvv it for an boar bat it pate an eloctno elasticitj 
iBiiae the danffeon ■walla, and it grows and moit?* the 
whole world 't^en it comea oat Yonr preeenc© here 
to-day confntca and answers in rmtitnpntion ono anccr 
that I have heard spoken •witlnn tlio walls of 1 arljn'ment 
It ifl said TUero is no Indian Nation there can bo no 
Indian National Cxingross there is no Indian people 
there are onlj two hnndrod millions of di\erso races and 
divorso creedK. Tlie lesson I read bet« is that tins 
Congress movement is an edocationol movement boTntuer- 
ing upon tlie an-vil of mniions of men s brnins, antil it 
wolds into one common nimlo men whoso dcVjro f ir 
political and social nforms is grootor than nil distinctions 
of mco and creed 

It will bo mv duly os it is my right to present to 
Parliament directly I got back on the vtn da\ of Us 
opening the chum yon make t > hn\o the Ihll eonsidtrotl 
On the secoml da) the Ibll will lie mtrodaco<l hirwi 
mach 1 can answer Imt I can ansser for nothing men 
I think it fs p<B<Miblo tlio Ooummcnt may mtnsliiro 
some Hill tlicmsclvcK. If they do, it will take nnwlunre 
of hut it will not nsinl, the « no \ e a Imve rlinrynil imp 
with bccaohs tho Connimeiit Hill in Committfc -will 
Como onder the Iisookki ni <f I urlianmit on iicry iip 
of the propiwiti ms that vou di*siro in tin IbllxmihnM 
clmrged me with It i'« n t cns\ w< rk tIippu are 
differences and I hove licen glad to ws that \nn mn 
meet and disenss dilTinnceH ns vou hoM il ni ^ on 
have shown timt y« a cnii m«tt t »githpr himI 1i>fin t< < nc 
nnother siwl that \ou on worthy <f pnhlic tru t um\ 
the right of electing anil Wing ckTti'<l t htlp to make 
the laws which vou so diMrnrs. 
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t am here, because I believe yon loyal to the la^ wbicb 
I am bound to Bnpport. 1 am here because I believe you 
tvisb as vr© m England have done to win Tvitbin the 
limits of the Oonstitution the most perfect equality and 
right for alL I have no right to offer advice to you but 
jf I had and if I dared, I mmld say to you men freon 
lands almost as aeporate although within your own con 
tinent as England is from you I would say to you, 
■men wvth race traditions and caste views and religious 
differencee that in a great Fmpiro UVe ours, all we havci 
the right to is equality before too law for all, equality of 
opportunity for all eqoalitj of expression for nil, ponaltv 
on none, favoritism to none and I bolieio that in tins 
great Congresa I *ee the germ of that nhich may Iw as 
fruitful as the most hopeful tree that grows nndor your 
sun. 


I am glad to see that you have wcuuon emongrt you 
glad although thev aro low glad for thev are your 
mothers and teach your children glnd, for in our land 
tlie wives may count through Ihoir husbnnds and gpcirt 
thoughts and great ondeovours aro not made loss hoenuse 
(he man turns to the woman for counsel in his hour of 
need ami tlios makes the woman stronger than the man 

I fear I have tUroady spoken to you too long if not 
for you at uny rote for mysrlf 1 l>eg you — the most 
eloquent whom I haw hrani nmong wm to pnl into 
your own wrmls nwl your own thrmj.lits whsl von would 
nave m© say of hope for you oihI let that lx* said One 
thing 1« sure of I will onlr adi'ncato the right I must 
iudgo tho right I udvoratr and 1 may not always juUgi 
it os you do Imt as long us you let me spi-nV for you 1 
wlU only speak that which seems to me to \v riuht ami 
true In this morement no force save the force of bmin 
no ►rent onion all )pcn frank kfrrotlio Ijia So for 
as out man roar and s< far an frm man s sporrh 
can do, hnuli h lil*erty shall pul itvrlf on tin* side 
of jours. Tins is the first and it msv !■’ the last 
speech that I may ewrr make to yon Imt Id me 
(f loa t< think amt Id me think that jmi are 
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'nul <ln0, jf I ilo iiirlill\, \«>u ^\)ll bo 
uoufum*^ wjttj mo m \um ]Utl}^mont nnd Ibni o^on if 
I do not .d\\‘i\s )>lf.)d %\itii tlu' \oito tbat nou iimild 
‘'JHmIv '\ith, von will Ih'Ih’vo tlmt I linvo dom* ni\ best, 
and that 1 moant m\ bi“«t to be ”-i ( .ito liappnioss foi 
hidiUN ponplo, iruntoi jm in c foi‘ lb it.un “v j nlv, ui oalor 
toiuf<>t( f<n tho wbob of lintiunV Mibjoi t^' 

'i'lu* wliolo vpeot li w.i^ jmm'tu.itcd willi cIuhms 
wIikIi wo li.iVi* ojiiittod, w(* lijivo inscited ouv 

vvy, wluno it was iioodml to t^vplam tlio words which 
followed 3'h(> sjnn'ch w.is <h>scd With Ininultiums 
ajiplausc — his {'nvt speech in India, and alas* hit, last 
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thrcrnghout Great Britain eigns appear that, here nud 
there her people are commencing to reoliao the grave 
responsibilitT in regard to India which baa devolved upon 
them the adminiatiation of India still remains, alas ' ns a 
vholo bnked with some virtnes bnt a thoowiiid cnmoa 
llillions of educated and patriotic men (than ivliom no 
more loyal or lonng subjects are numbered in the vast 
iimpire that owns the swot of onr beloved Queen EmprcKs) 
ore treated as political helots to orntify the class 
prejudices and amoiir prvpn and fill tbo pockets of a 
handful of bureaucrats, the average men amongst whom 
are poertivoly loss qualified for rule tu India than a very 
considorahlo proportion of thoeo whom Bugland permits 
them to misgovern 

India 8 people freo-lMini British snbjocts, are dcnieil 
the smallest frncti m of those fundamontal nolitical 
pn\nlcges which as British citizens, are their inherent 
birthright 

Ninetv five |wr cent f all the mo^t iniportant and 
responsible oQlccs m the countn are monnsdisod 1> 
hnnipoans in salaries fnlU dnnhlc of those that wonhl 
i^oro quite qs, in manj cases far more corDjjctent Inclmns 
for the inaji ntv )f thofs' posts. 

One fifth <r the entire pnpalstion trtnible on tin 
verge of starvation to pensh I y millions wlicnevir tin 
smallest natural calamity of drought r r f1 ssl inrrosscs b\ 

< lie nta the insoeunty of (In ir positn>n awl the moiH’\ 
wrung from our jwnper iKipdlation bv the rrurl taxation 
of tbe first nocessnnes of hie the m ner whirli h nil our 
Oo\rnitm nt has had t » show for the .20 whl niillmiis who 
in riTint jcarshavi sncrumU'iI to fnmiiio ami Its n nw 
qnenevs is ruthlt'^ 1\ sqanndcnsl in I h slshnl and In 
wickisl Bod idi tindlv miHUianapnl, nggn-ssi ms i n 
fivlh r m ighl lars to grotifv tin igooll cmiiiig^ f r 
persoiml di tinrtnn nwl titit if iiilnsliinl inimUrsnf 
n Simla rolsd 

Aliius.t <\ nr 111 hgtti HIS art nml inda trv ha tfct ii 
rroshnl awl agnruUnn Ihi one nrtoii which now ilrp< n I 
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nearly 90 per cent of tlie popvilation, is sIoavIj deteriorat- 
ing under a gi'asping rack-renting system of temporary 
settlements and, n itli it, om crops and oui cattle 

The masses ai e being persistently demoralised , 
despite the distinct oideis of the House of Commons, an 
iniquitous s^’^stem of excise, calculated to stimulate 
drunkenness and all its attendant crimes and yices, is 
still retained, only slightly and supeifieially refoimed in 
some Provinces, in all its oiaginal iniquity in others 

Under a baibaious and obsolete S3"stem, miscalled 
Justice, Executne and Judicial, Fiscal and Police powers 
are so combined in one functionary, that powers professedly- 
granted for one purpose ai*e practically utilised in f urther- 
ance of others, for winch no cmlised Uovernment in the 
, world would, nowadays, dare to confer them 

There is practically no yustice in India for the poor 
against the rich, oi the non-official against the official, and 
tlie police, who should be the protectors of the poor and 
the honest, are their terror and their worst oppressors 

Wliat wonder, if some of us, who come of sterner 
sires, at times, despairing of justice at the hands 
of man, cry out in bitterness of heart “ How long, 
O Lord, how long ? ” But the patient East, sublime in 
its resignation and chanty, longs only to forgive and to 
forget the past, and praj’’s only for justice, however tardy, 
m the pi esent , and ^vrongs that long since would have 
roused Teutonic or Gallic nations to frenzy, tolerated in 
lemembrance of the civic peace and ordei, education and 
other benefits, unquestionably conferred by England, 
•■awaken in the mind of India’s people (fai truer Christ- 
ians, though they know it not, than that proud Hation 
which permits all this evil, and is answerable for it, 
befoie God and man) only- the mdd reproaches embodied 
in the woids with which we headed this article 

Of course we hare to submit resignedly to tlus ruinous, this 
unpnncipled tiiins-frontiei policy of the Goiemment until we 
succeed in awakening the conscience of our British fellou -subjects 
^Ye are British subjects, non , of our omi fi'ee choice , we have 
thvov. n m oui lot u ith England for better and foi worse, and it is 
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tbl* which enhancw EuRland • tfn In permitting the contlnnmnc© nf 
tbU hatefol polloj' 'Will onr BritUh lOTthren ntrrtf ownVo t* 

AIm! Ino mortal con reply — tlieir alnmbor lina been 
long — lint tboy may yot at^nte 

At 2 p ra the Chair mis fnkon b} Atr Jfnno Jfolinn 
Gliose the Clioinnan of the Reception Committee 
wlio after defending the Congre<w from the mnoms 
nttncks made on it and dehning ita position called on 
Sir Romeah Chandra Afittra to propose the President 
and he mored the election of Afr Pheroieslmh 
AI Mehta it was seconded by Nan ab Shainshcxidowln 
anpportcd by Mr Annnda Cliarln nnd Isawab Ghnlnni 
Rnbljani and earned bv acclnnmtiOD 

Mr Phorozofthab M Mthta taking t ho presidential 
cluiirnnd ^aJ^ug tnily that it wTisthe liighost liomnir 
tluit India had to gtvt began b\ nndicnting thi riglit 
of the larsi as n true son of India after thirteen 
Cl iilarifN ( f lionu in the Motherland He welcomed 
Mr Caim nsom of the eb'ctod delegates and tlinnktd 
liim fir bis work and then alter warm nonlf* of 
gratitude to Mr Rrndlniigh for tlie nntinng em rgy 
the ind( fatigiibh c*nn tin niimrknblo ahilitv with 
uhicli III had workinl f »r India in tin IIon«e of 
Common hi tnmid to thi eoiindomtion of )im Rill 
nnd of Its rtsult I<«»nl ( India ( oitnci! 

Rdl 111 n (in entiling w irds hi dispoMil if 

lyird ‘^ab 1 nn 1 obsiml rn w that G iri rniin nt 1 ^ 
repn piifnti n did n t lit en ti rn tmditii nn r 
1‘asfirn mind ” and i(n >teil Mr (hi hrlin \ti (* r 
timl III! fji t IS the pin nt if Mnnicipalitn 
l>oml *klf Cor* rtimi nt in tin* iridi^sf nei^t platic n if 
thi h nrt i ns old ns tin i itvolf^ Mr Rndlaiigli 
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had fought to substitute election for nomination in 
Loid Cross’ Bill , when that Bill was throira out, he 
had introduced another, on similar lines, and this was 
to be laid before Congress, and should have its unani- 
mous support He referred to the seivice lendeied b}^ 
'' the Congress Deputation to England, and concluded 
with a singularly fine and poignant appeal to Eng- 
land’s love of liberty, the Congiess was, indeed, not 
the voice of the masses, but it was the duty of then 
educated compatiiots to interpret then gnevances and 
ofFei suggestions foi then lediess 

Histoiy teaches us that sucli has been the law of 
widening progress in all ages and all countries, notably m 
England itself That function and that duty, vhich thus 
devolve upon us, is best dischaiged, not in times of alarm 
and uneasiness, of angei and excitement, but when the 
heart is lo}al and clear and leason unclouded It is, 1 
repeat, the gloiy of the Congress that the educated and en- 
lightened people of the country seek to lepaj the debt of 
giatitude vhich they ovefor the pi iceless boon of edu- 
cation by pleading, and pleading temperate^', for timeli 
and pioMdent statesmanship 1 have no fears but that 
English statesmanship vnll ultimately lespond to the call 
I huA'c unbounded faitli in the living and fei tilising pi inci- 
ples of English cultuie and English education 

True, the Anglo-Indian officials veie against 
them But lliey, aftei all, weie Englishmen, and 
must at last feel that fhei must vork with England’s 
policy A choice had been olleied to England, a 
blessing and a cm s(‘ 

All the gieat foivcs of English life and socicti, 
moral, social, intellet tual, political aie if slouh cef 
stcndilc and ni'csmtild\, dtchuing tlumscbes for the 
choice which n ill make the tonne\ion of England and 
India a bles'-uig to themsehes nitl to tin wlioh even Id 
10 
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for conntlejw gonorationR. I Rppeixl to all true Eog 
luhmen — to otmdid friondu aa to peuoroufl foea — not to 
let thw pmyer go in vairu 

The Subjects Committee was then elected and 
ratified by the Conpresa and tbe meeting ndjonmed 

On the 27th December Resolution I vms pro- 
posed by ilr IaI Itohan Gliose who defended its 
moderation, and the proposal wus seconded b} 
Jlr Ananda Clmrlu Mr C Y Nayadn supported, 
and told of his experiences m England where as a 
member of the Paddington Parliament ” ho had 
carried tlie Bill Pandit Madan Mohan Malanya 
Unotud Mr Olndstono to the efTect tliat it often 
Impppiis that a >.atioii was given the dutj of working 
out sonu grt‘at pnnciplo to )■ ngland was giv( n the 
spreading <>f tho princnplo of representation and elu 
had worked so successfully that now tho man would 
l»e deemed mud said Mr Gladstone who slmuld 
denounce the system of popular representation 
\tt in India such men wire found and to India tin 
system wn'* denied 

Man> other* spoko in support Pandit Bishnn 
Nnmynn Dhnr spi-aking again t pnmti olectomtes 
askoil the Gov« mment if tin \ would follow tho nohhi 
p< 111 V of Aklmr a jKjbry of igin ring religions <bfTi r 
eiicis irvTin tin \ going t » Ini stn “sh oiitluni ns 
did Sir lolm StnKho\ who snid i Tin truth plainly 
H that till i XI tinii eidt bv sidi of tilt's hostili 
PHH'ds IS om of till Mniig jMimts tn our jHilitinil 
jK itt II III indm 

Tlie Ri •** lull n wu* cnrriiHl iinaium msU 
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Tlie “ Omnibus Resolution ” was pioposed by 
Ml Kali Cbaian Bannei]!, who desciibed himself as 
“ an old diiYOi of your omnibus , it was the same 
fiom (a) to (/i) as that of the pienous yeai, {%), on 
tlie Salt TaXj was tiansfeired to a separate Resolution 
(V)j and (j) took its place, then {j) on simultaneous 
examinations, was put in fiom the end of Resolution 
V of 1889, and Resolution VI, on the Arms Act, was 
also transferied to the omnibus as [k) On the Army 
and the Aims Act the official Report remaiks that 
“ even the Russian Government with all its despotic 
ti editions is not so exclusive ” as the Biitish, and 
that had this same idiotic policy [the Aims Act] 
been pursued foi the 25 years piior to the Mutiny, 
1857 would have seen the end of British lule heie 
It was the people — the aimed people accustomed to 
handle weapons — who rallied to the British Standaids 
m those dark days of daugei and distress, and saved 
the British Empire m the East ” Munslii Sadai-ud-din 
Ahmed said 

The Emperois of old had conhdence in the braveiy 
and faithfulness of the people, and never deprived them 
of arms, and deiived consideiahle assistance from the 
people in return The martial spirit of the people of the 
country laised the descendants of Taimur, Akhar in 
paiticular, to the highest pitch of supiemacj' and power 
If the people of India with aims in their hands and bullets 
in their pockets could i emain subject to the Muhammadan’s 
Empire and accepted its supremacy, does it stand to r^son 
that they would rebel against so just and civilised a 
Government as that of the Biitish people ^ The peace 
and prosperity of a people aie among the first requisites 
of sovereignty, and these cannot be secured unless the 
ruleis and the ruled repose mutual confidence in each 
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other Tlie confidenco of the people ifl dependent on the 
non interference of the eoveroign with the privileges of the 
people Rnd their right to do such lawfnl acts as they 
pleftse At nnj rate nrros nre the sole protectors of life 
and proportv and tberr dopnmti m ennses disappoint 
ment and dejection which knows no bonnds. 

No traporor ei-er feared the swonl of Ins snhjcct nor 
ever einascnlated a braie nation h\ force The natives of 
India belong to a race winch opposed Alexander and 
tamed him rack, bevond the Indoa. They are descendants 
of those liravo people who, in tht Imltlo of Tela^em made 
slmhab-nd dm Ghnn taste the o^Ecac^ of a sword and 
made him retreat headlong i\ith his army for upwanls of 
forty mnes. To convert sncli hrnro and faithinl people 
into protectors of tUo Tlirono and guards of the State is to 
invigorate and strengthen tho foomlations of tlio Govern 
mont Ion must lm\c read in Instorv that m lien ^■d^r 
Shah once summoned the ^nwnb of hurrakaN d to Delhi 
for an interview and the Nanah replied that he n nhl not 
come with at bis armonraiul weapons, Nadir said Go 
and till him he raoj come with Lis artillery hit a 

revilntion' niorr was a tune when tho hniperoniof M 
were not afraid of tho arms «f (heir enemies a time 
has raiw come when we unfi rtonati tlioaeli lovil ami 
faitlifni sniijocts are distrastoil oicn u> our own 
Ooremnient 
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Wc's( ninf licjimf 11 “^, a'^fiononn niul otlier sciences, 
iVnd the \\ e^'t liad guen the ICust m exchange- — 
liqnoi *M‘^\on onr Muhamnmdnn rnleis liated and 
held tile liqiioi ti.itiii' .itcuiM'd. It Ims lieen left to 
ovn (’hn^-tnn inler'- to lo\e it, ]ie( it, stnnnl.ite it, 
and make nione\ 1)\ troiesoul of it ” Needless to 
siv the He^oltilion was (aiiual nnannnously, and the 
Congreve adjinnned t«t Monda\, Deeeinbei 2t)th 

(hi (he third da^, Mi Pi ingle ICeiinedy opened 
till* piocoediiig^- by nio\ing Pesolulion V, for the 
lediittion of (he sil(-(a\ , in ^eionding the lesohition, 
Ml D K M aclin ’-hnijih ciiticised the wasteful 
niili(ai\ expeiiditiii e i\hicli depleted the resouices of 
r70\ eminent, and shoned that the annual consump- 
tion of ‘'alt pel he, id in India \\as about 10 lb 
per aniiuin, wheiens thi‘ aAeiage foi Kuiope was 
20 lb Aai}ing fioni SO lb in England (includ- 
ing much salt used in maiiiifactui e), and 50 lb 
in Piance to 14 lb in Anstiia Mi G K 

Gokhale suppoited the lesolntion, saying that the 
enhancement o( the tax b}'" an executive oidei in 1888 
Avas nii]ust and impolitic, and the consequences had 
been disastious Unjust, because in 1886 the Income 
Tax Act had been bi ought foiAvaid on the giound 
that the masses Aveie pajnng more than their due 
shaie of taxation, and jmt it Avas on them that a neAV 
buiden Avas laid It AA'as impolitic, because the raising 
depiived the GoA^ernment of any financial reserve 
The consequence Avas that the people had used in 3 
years 26 lakhs of niaunds less than they Avould have 
used at the pievious price, and this Avas taken from 
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the very poorest those who lived olwnjfl on the 
borderland of famine 

When vcra call to mmd the thin emaciated figures 
of these nnhappy miserable brethren, who have as mnch 
right to the comforts of this, God s, earth os joa or I or 
anj one else when jon remember that tlie livofl of 
these brethren are ao nniformij dark and miaoroble 
that thev are hardh cheered bjr a single rav of liopo 
or rebeved bj a single daj of rest when farther yon 
remember that a person does not genemllv trench upon 
his stock of necossanea Iwforo he has parted with every 
Icmry every aingk comfort that he may allow himself 
when yon recall all these tbm^ yon will clearly under 
Ktand what griovons ami tcmblo hardship and snfToring 
and privation this messnro of onlmncemont ■elncli has 
cnrtnilod the poor man a consnmptlon of salt by thirty six 
lakhs of mannds, has roall) ontmled ^V’o ore appoolmg 
in the present instance to the Qovommont of Indm to 
redoro the daty on salt from two mpccs oiglit annas to 
two ropeos per maand 3Iy fnond ilr tcha Ims 
shown that the state of the finances permits of snrh n'- 
dnrti in W e ore appealing to the t^nse of justice of tiu 
G vemmont r f India U o are appealing to their states 
man Inp, t ^ their nghlconsness, and I will oven go furtla r 
and sav to Ihcir merer Tlie past is in the past ntwl no 
me can recall it bat this ronrli ran snrch Is done— fur 
thcr enl and tniscrj from this soarre mn lie an rted 

\n amendment was proposal Imt iml^ tno hnniN, 
tlinsi of till projKeM r and sitmiidi r win liildnjifnr 
It and nfti r si ve ml otlnr sp«‘<*clHs tin Ifcvilution 
was mrrioil n n roii 

Till Pi nnnnint Si till tn< iitof Ijind I'nme nji ngnm 
mnrisl bv Air it N MudbolLnr and ndml by ilr 
It ‘saUipiiti 1 illu sup|« rtisl b^ timti\ spi-nki r it 

was diiuniinoii'.l^ mmiHl 
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thanks was earned and then it was resolved that 
the Congress should meet either in Madras or 
Nagpur 

Mr Norendronath Son then proposed a Resolution 
which IS not yet carried out that if it were possible 
a meeting of the Congress should be held in London 
in 1892 so as to bring the Indian question before 
tlie British Deinocmoy as no small deputation oonld 
do Ifr Snbgram Singh in seconding thought 
that if Kuitnblo arrangements could be made for the 
^OJ■age no serious objection would be made bi the 
orthodox and Mr Vimmghaynchan said tlint as far 
as iladras was concorm*d no orthodox) uould be 
allowed to stand in tbewn\ of thoir political adranci^- 
raont A \orj long distUMion arose and even sor) 
orthodox delegates declared that they would go for 
the sake of tho coiiutry although it mi^ht giie-gpeat 
pain to those tlio) lorod and ronred 

A Resolution on fiiinnco was tin n pas^j*d ilr 
Ilunio was ro-ele<ted Secretary and I*undil Aymlh^-n 
nath Joint Uimml St‘crctnr\ for tho en ninf,>)i>flr 
and a deputation to Ingland was appointixi y/iYno of 
tin lady dckgates Mr* Kndumbini (langiin, was 
called on to move the voti of thanks (o tho ( Imiriimn 
the first woiimii who spok< from tin C^nignwH pint 
lonn a s)m'iMJi t'liat IiiSia's Inedoni wnniA ujiYiVi 
Indms W omnnlKsxl The ulent sjwki a ft w 
words of tlinnkt to tin Reception (^)iiimittet ntid 
others who had In IjknI und tin Sixtli C ngn 
di -^Ued 
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RESOIitlTIONS 

Representation 

1 Kesoh 0(1— Tliat tins Coiifjrcb*:, linMn;:,'- considoied tlio dnift 
Bill rcconth introduced into Pnrlininent bi Mr Clinrliis Bmdlaugli, 
entitled “An Act to luncnd the Indian Councils Act of 1861,” 
approves the ealnc ns calmla ted to scenic n substantial instalment 
of that roforin, in tlic Administnition of India, foi nliicli it has been 
agitnting, and liiinibl-^ pniis the Houses of Pailianicnt of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland to pass the same into Ian , 
and furtliei that its President, Mr Phcro7CbIinh Mehta, is herobj 
emponered to dran up and sign, on behalf of this asscmblj, a peti- 
tion to the House of Coimnons to the foregoing otTcct, and to transmit 
the same to Mr Charles Bradlaiigh for presentation, theieto, in due 
coui-se 


Oonfirraation of Previous Resolutions 

II Kesohed — Tliat this present Congress does herebj ratifj 
and confirm the resolutions passed bj pronoiis Congresses as to — 

(a) to (/[) the same ns in Resolution III of the Congress of 

1889 

(i) nas made Resolution V of 1890, and (j) of 1889 took its 

place 

(j) IS fi-ora Resolution V of 1889 

(I) nas Resolution YI of 1889, rerj slightly modified in the 
pieliminary nords nhicli ran The expediency of so modifying 
the rules made under Act XI of 1878 (the Arms Act) that all 
restrictions, etc 

Grievances before Supply 

III Resohod — That this Congress respectfully evpiesses 
the earnest hope that in the interest of the people of India, the 
House of Commons mil foithn ith restore the right, formerly possess- 
ed bj’’ members of that Honourable House, of stating to Parliament 
any matter of grievance of the natives of India before ilr Speaker 
leal es the Chan for the presentation in Committee of the Indian 
Budget statement, and eaniostlj trusts that the House of Commons 
mil, in future, take into consideration the Annual Indian Budget 
statement at such a date as mil ensure its full and adequate discuss- 
ion, and further authorises its President to sign a Petition, in the 
name and on behalf of this Congress, for presentation to the House 
of Commons, in accordance ivith the terms of this Resolution 
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Tempanmoe 

IV RwolTeil — TlHit while recognUIop the actloo taken, In 
re*|ion« to ill pcwrltrai pniTori In the nutter of Ejciio Roform by 
H M • Becrctary of Btato for India and the Snpromo Qorernment 
hero and noting; with plcaamn tho lacroaie to the Import dnty on 
■pirita, the taxation Imposod on Indian bmwed malt tiqiKrra, the 
d«lition of the Ben^jal Government to aboliih the ot^tHl lyatcm and 
the cloeinff of over 7^000 liquor ahope by tho lladrtu Goremment In 

1880-00 thi Con^jnjti retpeta that It li rtlll neceaanry to nti?® 

Ooremment of India to fnaiai on H ProrfnciaJ admlniifratfooB 
carrying oot In their Integrltr tho policy In raattera of F oiae 
ennneiated in para 103 104 and lOiJ of the Dcapatch pobliBhod in 
Ihtf Oaiftte of I dia of March let 1800 o*)«ially ai to mhaoction 4 
of para 103 ri — 

** That offorti abonld ho made to aacertnln tho oxiitonce of local 
paidic aentJment, and that a rca a o na blo amoont of doferooce ihoold 
DO paid to inch opinion when aacortalnod. 

Salt Tax 

% Rnolred^That tho ctmditloa of tlie Flnaneri of In lit 
baring mat rialiy imprTTre*! and thoao ipecial clmtnBtaneet on 
which the Ooremment rolled to Jeitffy the reernt enhancement of 
th Palt Tax liaring practically cca^ to exJ t thii Cungrem 
mo Idem it B*cntUi that the nhancenHmt rofcrrral to hould Ijo 
remilted t an early <Ut and empoaen It Pit Ident to unbrnU n 
apeclaJ raczsorUi on the eobject la It namo and on lU behalf In 
H E- the ^ iceroy In Conncfl 

P«rmaji«nt Satiloment 

^ I Rcanlred That haring ref renee In lb e (irrtatlon 
created throogboct ih montry I r the lie potch of li r Majrrtr a 
Secretary of Hlal Is 1N12, ih prlnrljd *a of which were n. mm eil 
In a mbwqornt IV^pat h of IHW pfi mUing the eaten Wm of a 
Permanent Settlement to II t mj rarfly aeltlcd Irart In nil I 
certain coodltfon hare long lore I 'en fatfllteil, thia C< ngrr' re 
rpr«eifollr hmlia that the Cl rtremmenl of In H I now In hornwr 
buon I to t k sp thi qw thm of 1 rtn neat P tt) ment with >at 
forth r deU 1 riew lo praHk'ol acthm ih rroii orl that ft lly and 
frnnaB ney m y U* gl» » to il»e floremn ent L»nt} Her or 
demanrl aa ei| llelllr hr II r MaJ ly Beeretary of Hut 

m re than a qinrt r f a re t rr ag* 

An Enquiry 

\ II Itf-»dTr<l That thI C ifrr« h ing utrwrr 1 w|ih or 
(Tl*e a notW ppsrmily offl I I in rarkm t Icotu rtew iwj-ra 
whkh mna a f Jh™ 
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Thf Congrfs*; 

The Bcngiil Go^orinnont ha\ing leninttliat tickets of admission 
to the Msitors’ enclosure in the Congress pavilion ha\o been 
sent to %aiiouB Government otficers icsiding in Calcutta, has issued 
a circular to all Secititarics, and heads of departments subordinate 
to it, pointing out that under the onlcrs of the Goicrnmont of 
India the presence of Goioinment oflioials, oion ns iisitors at such 
meetings is not adnsablo, and that tlieir taking part in the 2 iro- 
ceedings of any snch incetiiigs is absoliitoly jirohibited 

And having also considoi-cd a lettei nddi-essed by the Pniate 
Secretary of His Hoiioui the Liontcnant-Goi omoi of Bengal to the 
Secretary of the Reception Committee, of u Inch the follou mg is 
an exact copi 

Beli edere, 

26t/i December, 1890 

Dear Sir, — In returning herewith the seven cards of admission 
to the visitors’ enclosure of the Congress pniilion, nhich were 
kindly sent by ) ou to my address yesterday afternoon, I am desired 
to say that the Lieutonant-Goveinor and the members of his 
household could not possiblj aiail themsehes of these tickets, 
since the orders of the Government of India dednitely prohibit 
the presence of Government Officials at such meetmgs 

Yours faithfully, 

P C Lion, 
Private Secretaiy 

J Ghosal, Esq , Secretaiy, 

Congress Reception Committee 

authorises and instructs its President to draw the attention of 
His Excellency the Viceroy to the declaration embodied in these 
papers that Govemment sen ants are prohibited from attending any 
meetings of this Congress even as spectators, and to enquiie, 
most respectfully, nhether His Honour the Lieutenant Governor 
of Bengal has, or has not, correctly interpreted the orders of the 
Goi emment of India 


Thanks of Congress 

VIII Resolved — That the best thanks of this Congress be 
tendered to Mr Charles Bradlaiigh, M P , for the invaluable services 
rendered by him during the past 3 ear, as also to Sii W Wedderburn, 
Mr W S Come, klr J Bright Maclaren, M P , Mi J Ellis, M P , 
Mr George Yule, and Mr Dadabhai Naoroji for the unselfish zeal 
and ability nith which thej’- have piesided oier the British Agency 
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of tha OongreM j farthor that ther pat on record on axpreaakm of 
tholr high appreciation of the manner in which Hr Dfgoy 0 I IL, 
Bocretarj of the Agency and Uetn*. Sarendranath Bannorjl, 
R, h Uadholkar W R. BanmerJI Eiudley Norton, and A. 0 name 
delegates to hogland, Tespectlrelr discharged tho onerons dutiw 
Impoeed npon them ana of their gmtitnde to all those mem 
beta of the British pnbbo who ao klndlr wolcomod and ao 
aympethetlcally pare andlenco In oror flftr poblio and a far larger 
nambor of prhnto meetings, to one or more of these delegates, 

IX, Roeolred— That a role of thanks bo recorded to 
Enmar Debondra Woll k aol Drothors, Proprietors of the 
Tlroll Gardens UNO Boee aod Baba BbupeDdranath Boee 
Proprietors of U hsn B<i|rsn \ Ola and to the lion Sir Romeeb 
thatKlra M tro Mr T N Pallt Babas JnnaH Nath Roy Qopl 
Mohan Roy llnrcndm Nath R r Klssori Uoban Rot Ranianath 
Ohoee nd Jaina<lar Gh Imm, oaners of 1 rrn«ea Wn lly lent for tho 
use of delegates. 


Oongr*aa Work 

XI Resulred That prortil nal arrangenientj be mode to 
hold a Congre s, of not loss tha 100 delegates In England, all thlsga 
be Qg COB enloDt 1 1W3 ao I (L t (h sereral standing Congress 

Committees bo dirrcle'l to report, at the coming Cengir the 
ttames of the lolegntos tlat It I proposed to depute from thrir 
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Formal 

X Rcsohed — That tlio Sc\eutli Iiidinu National Congiess 
do assemble on the 2 Glli December, 1891 , at either Madras oi 
Na^poic, ns maj be hereaftci settled, in consultation between the 
Itlndras, Ccntinl Piov inces and Bemi Cominittces, and the Joint 
General Sec 1x111113 

XIV llesohod — That JIi A 0 Hnnie and Pandit Ayodli3a- 
natli aic le-elocted Geneinl and Joint Geneinl Secietaries foi the 
ensiiine: a eai 


11 



OHAPTHl VII 

NAQpna Und the honour of xcelcouiing the Seventh 
National Congre^ on tlio 2dth 20tli and 30th of 
December 1801 and 812 delegntefl met m n vor} 
benntiful l'a^^llon in the DnU Bogh It held ]URt 
4 000 chaira and wa* packed m evorj part Tlie 
delegates were distributed as follows 


Bongnl 

N W P and Oodh 

73 

oQ 

Punjab 

o 

Bombni (Id-i) and *^mdh (2; 

117 

Uerar C I niKl S?ctinderal)«d 

480 

Alndran 

Cl 

ei2 


At 2 p in^ the CImimmn of tlie Reception Com 
inittce— Chairman oNo an it Imppi niH3» of tlio Nagpur 
Mnnicipnbt) — Air C Nnniana'^wnnn Nnindu, 
ciuned tin dolegnt* •< In sjMjke rnintih of ImlmN 
lo\c of tliH IlritJHh peoph to wlio i advent In r» 
India own lur n birtli and l>e bon ti tnnon^ to 
the cordial wn\ ini^hiLlitln Chief Commi'<sioni r of 
th Cl nlrall’rorinci Air A 1 Mnedonin 11 ImdBigni 
fied that ro far us hi wn romirind an\ ofliciul 
who vrishtsl to d > *o could alt* nd tin Congn 
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Pandifc Ajodhyanath proposed and Mr Pliero- 
zeshaii Mehta seconded, the election of Pao Sahab 
P Ananda Oharlu as President, who, on taking the 
Chau, alluded to two otheis who had also been 
suggested as President, one of whom. Pandit 
Ayodhyanath, had piefeired that the Presidency- 
should go to Madias, and the other, Dewan Bahadur 
S Subramania Iyer, had been raised to the Bench 
of the High Court, Madras, and was thus precluded 
fiom taking part in the Congress His next 
reference was to the iirepaiable loss sustained by 
India in the death of Mr Charles Bradlaugh, M P , 

an embodiment of universal benevolence ” , what it 
meant to India was shown by Lord Cioss immediately 
dropping even his feeble measure of reform, and the 
renewed indifference of the British Groveinment, which 
had already lasted for nearly twenty years, until India 
was almost on the verge of revolt The deaths of 
Sii T Madhava Rao and Hi Rajendralal Mitia were 
also mournfully recorded The President, after 
alluding to the appi caching departure of Mi A 0 
Hume, urged on the attention of the Congress the 
meeting in London, as proposed the previous year, 
and then duty to spread the knowledge of the work 
of the Congress among the masses 

The Sub 3 ects Committee ahead}" elected by the 
delegates ivas then latified by the Congress, and 
Ml Suieiidianath Banneiji bi ought up Resolution I, 
appointing a Committee to consider and report on a 
momentous question, whether the Annual Se^^sions 
of the Coiigiess should be discontinued until after 
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the propofted Session had been held in England He 
spoke pasaionatelj in favonr of ranintaming the re- 
gular Sessions while also holding one in England, and 
tho resolntion was seconded and carried Tlie 
Congress then adjourned 

On meeting on December 2Dth Air tTladstono’s 
82nd birthday the Congress ga\o three clieers for him 
before settling down to business llieu Air 
Snrondninath Bannerji wlio moved Besolntion II, 
insLsted on tho ^'nluo of tho Congress in bringing 
about reforms, pointing to tho demand of tlio Con 
gress for Legialative Councils in the P nnd 

the Punjab nnd the establishinont of tlio first nnd to 
some other hoped for cimngos Ui urged that India 
irus not well governed but * it is not tho nun 
who are to blame it is the system it is tho 
buivaucmo the antoemtio despotism that has 
Ihien (established that mu«t bo armignod \h U ro 
tho bar of public opinion in India nnd tlirun^hnnt 
the civilised Morld It jh n di>spotism ttmpen.'d 
bi a free press and tho right of public nus ling ’ 

r TL-tt 1i of lin t*o ■tnr‘< tiinliiinun\ ^ 
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lioidc*', lliesc '110 tlio rlofoiuleis of our hcnrtlis and lionios 
Tliose aio nnidions di‘itiiK iions and 1 am sine tliattliey 
must dis.ippeai liefoiotlio niesistihlo might of constitu- 
tion.!] agit.ition I’liox ,110 opposed to tlie spii it of Britisli 
hnN , tlien mo o])]ioscd to the spmt of that liw ^^]nch is 
Inufliei than ill human laws, the law of natuie, which is 
engr.wod on Che hem ts and ( onsciences of the people of 
this counti ^ 

All tins is entiieh true, tlie w'ords weie spoken in 
1891 , fins IS the v**!! of gi-ace 1915 

The Itesolution w.is briefly seconded by the Eer 
jMi E C Bose and c.aiiied by acclamation 

j\1t El ingle Kennedy then moved Eesolution III, 
wdneh noth Eesolutions IV, V, VI, VII and VIII, leally, 
though they weie sepaiately moved and cained, con- 
stituted a soit of '^omnibus Eesolution ” Mr Kennedy 
made a lemaikably good speech, on “peace, economy, 
and lefoim,” urging that instead of a “scientific 
fiontier,^’ they should remember the woids of Loid 
Dei by in 1878, -vrhen an invasion of India ivas feaied 
“ A full treasmy, a piosperous and contented people — 
these aie the leal defences of the country” He 
pleaded for the people in words as pitifully true in 
1915 as in 1891, saying that millions 

have not, fiom yeai’s end to year’s end, a suflBciency 
of food From one day to another they do not know, 
wdiat every one of us know's every day of his life, wdiat it 
is to have then stomachs full 

Ml Mudholkar seconded, saying that theie was 
“acute, widespread, groiving poveity,” and quoted 
Sii William Huntei, who said that fully 40 millions of 
people in India went through life with insufficient food, 
and Sii Ohailes Elliot, who declaied “I do not hesitate 
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to say that half the ngncuUnml popnlation do not know 
from one } ear 8 end to another what it is to have a 
fall meal He gave the records of porno famines — 
in 12 years 12 railhon people had died Thea\erage 
income of the Indian was put doim by Government at 
Rs 27 while that of the Euglishman ivns Rs 570 And 
this 18 an average somo have euormons incomes 
to wliat then do the incomes of the peasants fall ? 

Lain MuxlidhaT, speaking m Urdu, made an im 
passioned speech the liag Poverty he said brought 
forth a brood wretchedness misery degradation 
famine pestilence crane all were to blame for this 
people and Government 

Too )ou, it seems, are content to join with these 
aecarsed monsters in Imttcning on the Ijonrt s hlootl of 
Tuar brethren (me* (f No Ao) I snv lr» look roand 
NVhnt are nil thcMi eliondobcrs and lamps, and 
I nrupcon mudy t hairs and table* and smart clothcH nrxl 
hats, and 1 ngltsh coat* ninl Itonnots and frocks and 
t<il\-er mounted cancs, and all tlio loxarioas fillings of 
your limws but tropliics of India * Tnlmin mrmrutnes of 
India s starvation I 1 verv rupt*c ron hnvi spent on 
y aropc made articU's i a mpeo of wlnrli you have ml 1 >h 1 
^ml^po^rur brolhrcn, h ncslliandirrnftsnun whoenn now 
no longer earn a lising Of <Har»>e I know that it was 
pure pfiHantlirupv which flomlci! Irwlin with f ngliih mruly 
pmd nml surclv if sliwlv kilhi! oat ertrv iiKlit'cnmiH 
iiidu try — nnrr jihilniithri pv which to farilitati. this 
n-p^aUd tni import dolici ond flum, awa) thn'ccnrcsa 
year of n tvveaoc whi U the nch paid and to Inlanri tlda 
wick d sarnfic miscd tlio salt tax which the |s« r par 
which IS now pn niv, fnclorr n'gnlations < n o< to kill »f 
po-t illr thi 1 ne tinr rx w indu tnrl d parturc India 
coahl Imo**! 01 ic' it I all ]>] ilanthmpv lot the 
n.««Dll II tlial fn m thi chum* omtm^ t others xoar 
Irrtthrvn nrr starring 
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ITot 30 years ago wheat sold for 1| maunds and gram 
foi 2 maunds for the rupee, for our grain was not exported 
to foreign lands ISTow it is six times as deal, and six 
times as hard for the poor to fill their bellies, because our 
philanthropists haA^e conjured up the phantasm of free 
trade to dram our granaries Free trade, fair play 
between nations, how I hate the sham What fair play 
in trade can there be between impoverished India and the 
bloated capitalist England ? As well talk of a fair fight 
between an infant and a strong man — a rabbit and a boa- 
constrictor Eo doubt it IS all in accordance with high 
economic science, but, my friends, remember this — this, 
too — is starving your brethren 

And our good Government is so grieved at the decay 
of all native industries, so anxious that we should once 
more be in a position to supply ourselves and find work 
heie for our people, that they have established, I belieA’’e, 
neaily one dozen technical schools, amongst 300 millions 
of people 

He complained bitterly that Indians might not 
manage their own finance, though AJkbai trusted his 
finance to Hindu ministers, ivho always had laige 
surpluses and money to spare 

Mr D E Wacha took up the glowing military 
expenditure, and shorved that the peasantry were 
being ruined by the revenue system of British India 
BetAveen 1864 and 1885 the military expenditure 
had increased by five croies In 1869 it stood at 14 
Cl ores Since 1885-86 to 1890-01 it had increased 
54 crores, and it continued to increase 

Our readers aviII lemember that Mr Gokhale’s 
Bill for Education Avas i ejected as involving an 
expenditure of betAA’'een 5 and 1 0 crores annually ” 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malamya remarked that 
Indian soldiers had gone outside India, and had shed 
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tlieir blood for the Qneen Apberever she wished but 
thej coaid only be Sabedar and Eesaldar Jifajors 
subject after 25 Tears of seme©, ‘ to the sub- 
liButenant who joined jesterdnj ’ It was said the) 
spoVe with bitterness and warmth 'It is the man 
who 18 being flogged who cnes ont not the mere 
byntanders ’ Mr K G Deshpande dealt with the 
frequent land assessnientH showing their ruinous 
effect on the pea«ontr) and the alisnrdit) of 
arguing from the rise in prices for peasants 
who cultivated not to sell but to eat Others 
followed one land holder saying tlrnt in hw 
district a new settlement had recently been 
made which m one sub-dwtncl had enhanced tlio 
revenne 00 in another OD, iti a third 110 pur cent 
In n few Tillages the rerenue had been raised 300 to 
1 hW per cent The peasants were lx ing d(fstro\ cd 
Tin Pnmdent snmnied up the di.vti«f»on cnusticnlli 

The result of the whole orpuroent w that thrro sre 
fnrts oikI fipum« «»f a very tellinp rhnmcttr imnnimg ij< 
t n the In ms of e dilrmma eitlitr if wo l»clim the 
noth ntit>s, tn submit to Uns inn appresnion nr if 
1 to facts, to cslmlr lork on when milllniiH upon 

mHlt HI of our countmncn die of famuii enrrdecnilo 
Thnt iH till sum slid j.alKtniirc of tin whole t f s Imt hn'< 
ln.f’ii still \\i mil n|s II fht (J< rernmont t itske owa\ the 
rm horn of tlmt dilerania nliicli is Itamil on undcntal Ii 
fart*» Dial is niip u crcii n* w and leave n if neciN U 
, tpfs^^-d t tl nt I ihrr si ndowv and still very di taut liirm 
ti whirlu w thtisar nr linie no Itelirf 

Till If hiti 'u wTiH iinanimou b onrnwl 

Mr II ( Tilnk riHiViil III oluti »n 1\ , urgiiik that 
tliequi siion t A-* the Hritidi (Imertinii nt di fi nd^ )im 
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why ant aims ^ Mas easily ansMeied The Govein- 
ment undertakes to defend 250 millions of jieople 
against Mild beasts and the wild beai of the noith 
As their OMm retiims shoM% they do not defend the 
people against Mnld beasts, and as for the noi them 
enemy they M'oiild doubtless do their best Mdien the 
time came, but ineanMdiile then piepaiations Mere 
ciiishing the life out of the counti}’- They did not 
Mush the 23eople starved to death, because the Eussians 
might make a raid 25 3 '-earb hence 

Ml All Muhammad Bhim]i lemaiked that the 
Geiman soldier cost Rs 145, the Fiench Rs 185, 
the English in England Rs 285, but in India Rs 775 
The income pei head in England was £42, in Fiance 
£23, m Germany £18, in India £1 10s Otheis follow- 
ed and the Resolution was earned 

Resolution V, for simultaneous examinations, was 
pioposed, seconded and earned, and Resolution VI 
on Taxation and Excise was also earned On Resolu- 
tion YLT, on the Judicial and Police Administration, 
the Piesident gave a case which should be placed 
on lecoid a magistrate was detei mined to convict 
an accused, and his pre]udice was so maiked 
that the case was sent to the Sessions , the last 
sentence in his oidei lan “I am jierfectly 
satisfied as to the guilt of the accused , I M'^as 
prepared to convict him and jiass sentence on 
him, but my hands have been tied ” The Sessions 
Court, after hearing the case for the piosecution, 
acquitted the accused honoiably, without calling on 
him foi any defence 
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!Mr Herambo Ohandra Maitra in moving Umo 
I ntion vm on education, declared that thej’ would 
not allow the Government to assert, uncontradicted 
that it was annous to promote primary education 
while doing nothing for it and hying to withdraw 
from higher education If the educated wore a 
microscopical minontj* ' who but the Government 
were to blame ? He concluded with a fine appeal 

It la hard upon three score rears ago that thia great 
problem formally forced iteelf on the consideration of tlio 
bntwh hntion Shall wo for e\'or retain these Indians 
whose destinies God haa confided to onr cliorgo, iprnomnt 
and OK or shall we edoento and raiso thorn to bo fit 

and anxious to join as free men m the ndroimstmtion of 
their own coantry h Lhiy after day in both IToasoii of 
Parliament the great dolmte was earned on until tlio 
Nation, through its peers and roprosentatii'es decided for 
the Intttr and nobler courso For venrs this decision was 
h mstli acted np to, and fjonl Dorl>\ s (then Ijortl 
Stanley m; dispatch of IhoO ond J ihn Stuart SIill a famous 
dispatch of Ihol remain proofs of the honcxtv of parpoio 
of the Pntish Nation Hot cvorsinco the Congress arose I j 
advorrtto niid rimlirato the rnasoof constitutional freoih m 
nnil threaten the aatocrotir powtrs snd exrin i\i pnvilogt"' 
if the great Indian Imrmormc^ this latter nlanned for 
these its chinshed possosston has l>egan to rmn fora 
retrogftde laovcnient into tlio policy which thrir nobler 
countrvroon CO years ago, iiKlignsntlr n pudiatoil 

It Is too late myfritnds — t hi late the seifl has liern 
sown IjToadcast has gmniiuiteil is g» rinliiating cm rv 
whene In ram icn trr now erorj v, hen to n pn vs rihI 
disctiDrage higher cdacatinii hr everv in idioas mi^ati 
oQ mar delav I at von rttnnotdevtnr lou may earn 
hatred ri n cannot secart* the cn lavTCicnt nf th ^ who 
now kiM w that tin v are fire Itnti h »>q 1 p-rtv. It is too 
late pot s iilc this fnllr srct-pt the in \ital le and fi n 
iirrn n-^alls rf the p her M*nr ii* llcr pn Irr^t^rrs 
ilcin mtclr ml 'jiti I \tKtsin Jnmi iliwoumgin^ s y m 
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now me cli‘?comngni^, education , be tine to the Ingliei and 
bottei impulses of a Bi lion’s licnit , be time to the edicts of 
50111 «;enates, tlie oideis of our Qiicen-Bmpress , stimulate, 
lioait and soul, as in dais gone bi, education of all kinds 
and of every grade, and then, in lieu of a Frankenstein 
monster oi er on the alei t to destro}* 5-00, j'ou v ill find in 
the educated generations that \m11 lalh' lound 50U, not 
indeed the servile «5cophants tliat ignoiance might have 
furnished 5011, but tine, lo^ml and capable colleagues, 
uhose foiemost aim and cliief glory it uill be to labour on 
equal terms, side b5' side « ith 5 ou, to secure the safety, 
honour and •\^el^are of our common So\ereign and all her 
dominions 

Ml Gr K Gokliale seconded, not as thinking that 
anything would come fiom a Commission, but Com- 
mission Repoits veie useful to students Education 
meant tlie growth of tlie section which worked to 
secure the happiness and contentment of the people 

Truly in the happiness and contentment of India’s 
people lie England’s gloiy and England’s strength , 
and in England’s sense of honour and justice lie, at 
this critical peiiod, all oui hopes and all our aspna- 
tions ” 

With the passing of this Resolution the Congress 
adjourned 

The thud day opened with a Resolution which 
lecited a telegram from Greneial Booth and pioposed 
the leply drafted by the Subjects Committee, which 
was unanimously adopted b}"" the Congress and earned 
as Resolution IX 

Mr W C Bannerji then brought up the repoit 
of the Committee appointed by Resolution I, recom- 
mending that the Congress should continue its annual 
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flittmgs ftnd this seconded by Pandit Ayodliranath 
WAS earned as Itesolation X- 

ifr Peter Paul Pdlai moved Hesolation XI on the 
Forest liaws and depicted the injnry to ngricnltnre 
caused by them m the iVlndras Presidency to wliidh 
he belonged 

TVith a single stroke of the logwlatom pen the 
Forest Laws have oxtingntshed the cornmnnol rights of 
tlio ryot — rights which have been enjoyed from timi 
inmiemonnl — nglits recognised and respected by former 
Governments, and oven hr the British Government m 
former times. By the extinction of comraonal 

rights viHage societj has been rerolatloniscd Under 

pressure of necessity thoj iir© driven to infringe the nil 
omhmcing Forest Irfiws aixl thus stand Imhle to criramol 
prosooution F<ir potty infmigemeDts of these rexalinos 
fort'st ordinances, thoosamb of criminal prosecutions take 
place in mj district 

Asa matter of fact the Forest Laws Imto done 
mure toalunatc tho peasantry from British mlo than 
an\ other thing tho Salt Tux is bad j tho Asaes.'nnrnt 
Settlements ani cnit I bnt tho Forest Lawsstnignt 
ever) point and the unhappy peasant doing as hw 
fon futhi m Iiare done for conntlcsi gtmi rations, finds 
him i If hull'd up os n crinuiial Mr Pillni shoned 
tliat tilt (lo^ emnient had renlin il in 18(K) a InLIi and 
a half from pa^turi fc't s and tlirtn* and a half lakhs 
ns pt nal fetsliv impounding cattle for tri'spasson 
till confi cutinl cmntiiiiinal lands In oni district 
North Arcot daring Jniinnrv to Sejiti inlu r, IflOl, 
TOO 000 i-altle jm nsluMl for want of pa tiin on r and 
nlion thi nnniinl innrtnlit\ Mr 1 illni riK'ountetl n 
nnmWr of ithir grnmnti and aid— lie was nii 
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Indian Christian — that all aj^peals to press and 
Goveinment having failed, then only hope nas m the 
Congress. 

Among other speakers was IMi S 13 Bhate, who 
said that in Ins distiict the cattle weie starving 
because of the foi est adnnnisti*ation, which would not 
even open the old gi axing land tenipoxaiilj'-, and pea- 
sants weie gmng tliew cattle away, and selling 
10 or 12 foi a inpee Mi. Nunbkar spoke, ^^an 
oiigmal inhabitant,” he said, " of a poor hilly village in 
a poor district ” Forests, pingles, wilds, gave things 
men wanted, fuel, ivood, giass, stones, eaith, leaves, 
balk, roots, all had been taken from them, not by 
God, but byavaiicious men Foi hundreds of genera- 
tions they had en]oyed these unchallenged, and now 
they weie depiived of ivliat nature gave them 
Forests weie blessings m the days of Hindu and 
Muhammadan luleis , now they weie curses His land 
was on the hills, but he could not use foi est, brush, 
scrub, though they weie his own He might not use 
leaves Horn his own trees, though he had grown them 
Where might his cattle graze ? The foi est reserves 
weie not fenced, and cattle trespassed, and the owners 
were fined A villagei, having no doctor, tried 
to gather medicinal heibs, he was fined , the herbs 
were all in the foiests Nothing could add to the 
pathos of the simple recital of the facts among which 
the speaker lived The Resolution was, of course, 
unanimously passed 

Resolutions followed of thanks to fiiends living in 
this woild, of giief and gratitude to Chailes 
12 
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Bradlangh, lost to India a cnnae Several voiced their 
deep and abiding sorroTr and all stood m silent 
reverence till the Resolotion was declared earned 
Resolution XV postponed the holding of a Oon 
greaa in London oa a Oenoral fSection was impending 
Funds were voted to the British Committee, Mr A. 0 
Hume and Pandit Ayodb 3 rEnnth ivere elected General 
and Joint General Secretaries, the invitation to 
Allahabad for the nert Session of the Congress was 
accepted, and a vote of thnnLs to the President was 
pas.Hcd Tlin* ended the Seventh National Congress 
Iso one who reads these records of Congress work 
can fad to recognise the single o) e to the freedom 
prospentv and Imjipinoss of the Alothorland ever 
shown b^ the Congress llie intense sjTnpathj H^tIl 
the sufTtnngs of the masses the efTort to gam pn 
niarv cdacation for thorn the protest against the 
InTkS and odininistmtion that were riducing tliu 
peasantry to hopclc’^s povert\, these wi re all clo^o to 
tile heart of tlie Congre<»smnn Noror wa.s then a 
fal or accusation tlmn tlint ttIucIi tried to divide tho 
\ Diet of India from the loarticolnte nuwes wlioso 
lufltrings it proclaiint'd bj calling the Congre-ts a 
inovi mont merely of d^ctintented i*dncnted men, 
wanting jilaco and jKiwer 

IIE80l»UTI0N8 

I nj'Wrnl— That ■ rtnlM In cmiilJrr stMt 

ti th wnrolBR otih JSHh in UbI wh^th r or 

iwTt, il i ■ to dl»r**nl «»*• \BBttAl Jon of th IrvdUn 

\ tb'Ml Cofiirrr tirilil fl r th Hrill h Iud anrl, if hot ■md r 

what <n • t noEnl«^ of I rhlltlr« for g t^tn 

bl pr gh-l ih Ilk f t r C i»ic w <*» Th' Cotnmittr* 

to U* g f 4k • 
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Ex-OiFicio Membfrs 
Tho President. 

The Chaiminn of the Reception Committee 
Tho Gcnoml Secretary 
The Joint Gonenil Secretary 
The Standing Counsels to the Congress, 

Ordinary Membfrs 

Messrs Sni’endmnnth Bannorji Messrs 
Vimraghava Chnnnr 
Hnfiz M Abdnl Rahim 
Gangapmsad Yarma 
Pnngle Kennedy 
Gurupmsad Sen 
D E Wncha 
M B Nnmjoshi 
Hamid Ah Khan 
Yishnu Uforeshwar Bhide 

Representation 

n Resolved — That this Congress reafiirms the conclusion 
arrived at hy all prevrous Congresses, viz , that India can never be 
•well 01 justly goiemed, nor her people prosperous or contented, 
until they are aliened, through their elected representatives, a 
potential voice m the Legislatures of their oivn country, and respect- 
fully urges the people of Great Britain and Ireland, ivhose good 
■will toivards India it gratefully recognises, to permit no further 
delay in the concession of this just and necessary reform 

III Resolved — That this Congress, concurring in the views 
set forth in pre-vious Congresses, affirms — 

That fully fifty miUions of the population, a number yearly 
increasing, are dragging out a miserable existence on the veige of 
starvation, and that, in every decade, several millions actually 
perish by starvation 

That this unhappy condition of affairs is largely due to — 

(a) the exclusion of the people of India from a due 
participation in the administration and all control over the 
finances, of their oivn country, the remedy for i\ hich has been set 
forth m Resolution n , to 

(b) the extravagant cost of the present admimstration. 
Military and Civil, but especially the former , and to 


Murlidhar 
Jlndholkar 
Deo Rao Yinnyak 
Gopal Rao Bhide 
Bipin Knshua Bose 
Dnji Abnji Kharo 
Madan Mohan Malavnya 
Sabgram Singh 
Sankara Nair 


186 


HOW DOHA WBOOGHT FOE FREEDOM 


(c) a ■hort'ftghted mtem of Land Bercmofl Admhiiktrmtioii 
whereby not ohIt u all ImproTement In the eiffrfcultnro of the 
couulj y oo which nlno-tentha of tho population depend for 
anbeiatoaee renden>d Impoaslble, bat tho gradual detorkiretkui of 
that a gfku ltnro aaaored. 

That honce It baa become tmpontlrely ncceaaary — 

titat the coat of the admiolatimtioa be gtooUj rodaced j in tho 
imitary branch hj a anbatantlwl radnctlon of the atandJng army by 
the •□batitntkai of long tonn local European troope Uko thoeo of tho 
Hon. E I Companr for tho proaent abort term Iraporfal reglmenta 
with their hoary coat of retnnltinent in England, In tranapori and of 
oiceaairo mortaHty acnongit Don-orciimatlaed y ntbat by tho 
ceaaatlon of tho gignntio wnate of money that baa gono on now for 
MToral yeara, oo oo-callod Frontier Defencea, and I y a atrlct 
economy in tho Commlaaarlat, Ordna co and Store Drnartmonta t 
and in the Gird branch by the wide anbatitQtkm oi a chea))er 
indigenoat agency for the ortremely ecatly imported Staff | and 
that moajrnm be at onco taken to gire ai waa promised by tho 
Briti h OoTornment thirty yeara ago, flrily and permanence to tlte 
Land nercoae den nd and thoa ^rmlt caj ital and Labuor to 
cembliw to derekrp the agrtcoUnro of tbo coontry which nnJer tho 
rxiati g yatem of temnorary arttlemenU, in recent time* often 
Uati g foe ih rt porloua, In eomo ca^ea onlr ettcnOlDg to 10 and 
l^yrBn,U foo d to he Impoaviblei an i to eaioblltb Agr^Uaral 
Banka. 

That thla CongTe« doea BH»<t eorncMly ontreat th people of 
Urcat Britain and Ireland not to permit any farther karrirka* of life 
by the •hortt’otnlnga of the rrialing doobtirri acll i tri tl >«H*d, 
bill none ih Icm nrvMil fartory a ImlnittratioTi but to In*! t and 
pi-eilJly on theeo reforina. 


Military 

1\ IWoltcd— That tbi Cot»|rTe n mrringaiiL jirericaw 

C mgtr eca I* of ojdiikm that, tucBMira th a Irtioate pn trrtion 
and fllHent tb-fenn of the ctmntry It I dr^IraW ll*at the (Io% n 
mrnt ehimhi ruDrllLal Indian 11*11111. n awl rncounig^ ai I 

Hoallfy the I dia to def ad th Ir born * an I their T rr rn etJi— 

( ) } r pfJ merJ/f tax th rvfra ooder thr trm« trt ai fr 
make them eqoally applk-abt to all re*l 1 ni* In crr%{ ll ral>, 
India, nllh tot di tinrilmi f c i f »«1 rl r rol run to o ore tl 
literal re n ce* m f lirrnrr wh re»rr will nimal hal lloallr 
le*ln I ora nlif ratti rrt|M a dt mal all Itrrnrr grantetl 
OB 1 r the re l»etl ro1e« rf Kf k ftg tenom err *-al 1 only -o (.mt f 
f rol a«e a i alM thnersLoot tl.** 1 mvlo Ul J ri*dlrlk n lu wkU h 
th y am I* oed j 
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(b) l)\ oslnl)liblini^'‘ Milil ir\ Colleges in India, Mlieieat 
natncs of India, ns dcfiiiLd 1 j'\ Statute, inaj lie ediicalcd and trained 
for a niilitai \ tareoi, is roinini'-'^ioucd or noti co7n7)ut>‘^to}icd officers 
(according to c apaoiti and qn ilificntimis) of the Indian arnij , 

(c) 1)\ oi-gnnising, tlironghont tlie inoio iinrliko races of the 
Empire, a sAsteni of Jlilitia senico, and 

(d) h} antliorising and stiinnlating a nidospiend s\stem of 
Volnntecnng, sncli ns obt nns m Gi-cnt Britain, amongst tlie people 
of India 

Taxation and Sxoise 

V Eesohed — That os one step tonards ensuring the ividei 
employment of Indians in the administiation of the conntrj, and ns 
a matter of simple justice to the people of India, this Congress, 
agreeing iMtli proinons Congresses, declares it to be essential that 
all examinations for any and all of the Cml branches of the Public 
Service in India, nliicli at present arc held oiilj in England, should 
boncefortb be also hold simultnnconsly in India 

YI Eesohed— That tins Congress conciu-syMth its predecessors 
in stronglj nd\ ocoting — 

(n) the ixidnction of the salt tn\, by at least the amount of 
its latest onliancemont , 

(6) the raising of the income la.\ taxable minimum fiom 
Es BOO to Es 1,000 , 

(c) persistent pressure bj the Goy omment of India on all 
Proynncial Administrations, to induce them to carry out, in its 
integrity, the excise policy enunciated in pai-as 103, 104 and 105 
of the despatch, published m The Gazette of Ivdia, of 'March let, 
1800, and the intiaiduction of a simple sjstem of local option in the 
case of all villagos 

Iiaw and Police 

VII Eesohed — That having regard to the unsatisfactory 
charactei, in many respects, of the Judicial and Police Administra- 
tion, this Congiess conems yvith its predecessoi-s in strongly 
advocating — 

(a) the complete separation of Executive and Judicial functions, 
such that in no case shall the two fimctions be combined in the same 
officer, 

(b) the extension in many parts of the country, v here it 
IS not at present in force, of the system of trial by jury , 

(c) the yyathdrawal from High Courts of the powers, first 
vested in them in 1872, of setting aside vei diets of acquittals by 
juries , 
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Thanka of Congroai 

XII Rcnolvwl — n nt tbiii CtmKrcw horoby tender* It* Tnc*t 
(i^Tdtefiil icfai wled^mente to Blr W WoildotbOTn, md the member* 
of tho British Conirro*^ Commlttoo for tlte ierTice* rendered by 
them to India dorinp the rast yeor and rwpeetfnlly ur?res them to 
wklon heneeforth the tnhero of thoir asefalne**, by Jntorestln;; 
themrelre*, not only In thoM qaeatfon* dealt with by tho Congrre* 
here bnt In all In Han matter* enbmlttwl to thorn arnl proiwrly 
Touched for In w1 Ich any princljdo accej ted by the Conpre** I* 
InTolyttd 

XIU Rceolycd— That thU Conpre** ™t* on record an expre* 
*ion of tho gTBtltnde folt» throughOQt India, for tho ifprral wrideeB 
rernlcred by tho Into Ur Cbarica Brndlaoph to that comitry’* 
c*asc and of tho deep and nnlrenwl aoirow which his untloiply 
death ha* enpendored j and that a copy of this Roaolntlon sipned 
bytbe Premdint, be tr*n mitted Uirooph tlie British Commltteo 
for piTHQt tlon to Ur*. BmcBanph Donnor 

XIT Readred — That thh Oonpre** hcrohy pots fomany on 
record U high estimate and deep appreciation of tho RTcat aerricca 
which Ur Dadabhai Naornjl baa renlered dorinp more than a 
qnarter fa century to the eanao of Irrdlai that it oi pret ao* It* 
na hnken confid nee to him end It earneat hope that he may 
pnrre sacresvfal at the cnmlap clectiona. In hi# caiMltdataro for 
wmtml I n borr an I, at the aamc time tondera, on behalf of the 
yasl piwtation it reprrwmla, IMia m *t eonll 1 aelcnowb-dpmpata 
to all fn FapUnd, whether In Centrel lins burr or elsewhere wb< 
bare al ied, tr may hi llm to wdn a acat in tl llo se fC mnwio 

porrawl 

X\ II Reeolynl— T1o»t >Ir A. O llnmo and 1 a lit Ar II ra 
nnth am re-elrcteil tlerveml and Jnlnt4i neral Heerel rie* f ir tl 
en uinp year 

Xmi Rewleil— Th ttb nphtb lu linn Salliwal C ••rmi 
do ass^ml te tn tl **flth |>eren»l'*'r at Altahalm I 



CHAPTER VIII 


The Eighth National Oongiess met at Allahabad on 
Decembei 28, 1892, in the same place as theFouith, 
in Lowthei Castle and its giounds, but these -were 
now lent by the Maharaja of Darbhanga instead of 
being leased, hot-foot, to secuie an abidmg-place 
against the effoits of the official elements m Allaha- 
bad The Maharaja had been a warm suppoitei 
of the National Movement, and, as he had become 
possessed of Lowther Castle, he gladly placed it at 
the disposal of the Congiess Theie was laised the 
Pa^nlion foi the Congiess, holding 3,500 chans, to 
accommodate the delegates and the expected visitois 
The countiy was lepresented as follows 


Madras 

38 

Bombay 

77 

C P , Berar and Secundeiabad 

63 

Bengal 

105 

N W P and Oudh 

323 

Panjab 

19 


625 


The Chan man of the Reception Committee was 
Pandit Bishambhaiiiath, whose health ivas ver^’^ 
weak, but who succeeded in deliveimg a shoit but 
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admirable speech After welcoming the delegates, 
he made a tonchmg reference to the loss the move- 
ment had sustained in the passing away of that 
sterling patriot Pandit Ayodfajunath and then said 
a few strong words for the Congress 

bvery true Englishnuin with whom the love of 
liberty i« on mstinct mast rejoice in his hoort to witness 
that that proud day in tho history of the British occnpn 
tion of India has come nhon the children of the soil have 
lesmt to stand upon their feet, and are now claimmg their 
just rights m a constitutional manner Both posterity 
and the history of our morcmcnt when written calmly 
will, I am convinced accord a just appreciation to its 
legitimate aims and reasonable objects, Thoj not onlv 
err but sin and tin cnminaHj too, who itisinnato that ibis 
moTcmeut is calculated to sap and nndenaino tho founda 
tion of constituted aathoritj Ate aro now at the 

fag-ond of the UHb eentorr and In o under t)»o mgis of 
a role wLieh n.'ciwni om nlr lawful agitation by eonsti 
tational oimns llciiet tlic noccssitv of our resorting to 
such a ei urHc \Ahctlur sorb agitation is n blensing or 
a (Tir«t « f the nnv;nt eirilisatioii I do not propono to 
(liNTaKS hero NVi must go n and go on vigonosly and 
tn t rnise t agitotc antil we n"ftcU the goal of our 
anil ition 

Mr P Anondn Clmrlu propoiMHl Air D f AA ncIiQ 
soL'onded thi thK'tJiin of ilr A\ C Ilnniii rji hh 

I n^idcnt It wn put and nnontitiouslv cnrriod and 

lu ttHiV the chnir A tilcgrom from tlio Mahnruju 
of Dirblinnppi ntid which w» Icomod the doh*pnt< s 
to l/owtin r Cattle and « xpri imI his plcntun "that 
the firht HM f this projKrtv ainti inv onjuinng it, 

Imt Ihh n fi r ( »iigr« piirp< ^ 

Mr ICinntrji lu di U\t ring hi^ I rctnleutml ■Addn*^s 
referrfd to tho reatoni for tho non interference by 
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the Congiess ■\Mfcli social questions, and then said a 
few woids on the loss the moreinent had sustained in 
the passing of Pandit Ayodhj anath and Mi Geoige 
Yule, who had been respectively the President of the 
Reception Committee and of the Congress, when the 
Congress met in Allahabad in 1888 He alluded to 
the passing of Loid Cioss^ India Councils Bill, the 
value of which depended on the Rules fiamed to give 
effect to it, and then congratulated the Congress on 
the election to Pailiament of Mi Dadabhai JSTaoro]! 
by the Central Pmsbury constituency — a noble and 
generous recognition of the claim of India to make 
her voice heard He spoke warmly against the 
wibhdiawal of grants for higher education, and 
scathingly against the withdrawal of trial by ]ury 
in seven of the districts of Bengal in serious cases 
Tn closing, the Piesident made a powerful appeal 
on the light of Indians to be heard, in answer to some 
who had said that an agitation of theiis might 
be disregarded because “ it was only a ‘ native ’ 
agitation ” 

Is our voice not to be listened to because, forsooth, 
to that voice has not been added the voice of our European 
fellow-sub]ect8 ? We would welcome, welcome with open 
arms, all the support which we can get from our European 
fellow-sub 3 ects But, apart from that, why is our 

voice to be despised ? It is we who feel the pinch , it is 
we who have to suffer , and when we cry out. It is said 
to us “ Oh, we cannot listen to you , yours is a con- 
temptible and useless and a vile agitation, and we will 
not listen to you ” Time was when we natives of the 
country agitated about any matter, with the help of non- 
official Europeans, the apologists of the Grovernment used 
to say triumphantly “ This agitation is not the agitation 
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of the natives of the conntir but lias been got np bj a 
few discontented Eoropeans don t listen to them it is not 
their tmo voice it is the voice of these Enropeans. 
And now we are told Don t listen to them it Is 
their own voice and not the voice of the Enroponns. 

Tlie Subjects Committee elected bv the delegnte^ 
wns then snbimtrwl to and approved by tbo Congress 
A telegram ivns sent to Mr Dndnblmi Jsaoroji, 
congratulating liim on his t lection to the Ilonso of 
Commons and thanking the electors of Central 
Fmsbnry and the Congress adjourned 

Tlio meeting of December 20 tb liegnn by sending 
n congratulatory telegram to Jfr Gladstone on Ins 
adrd birthday and then tbo IVesident rend out the 
rnle^ for the condnet of bnsine^ 

Tlie flnt IleHolution occepting tbo Indm Councils 
Bill but regretting tliat It did not formnll} rocogniso 
tin nglit of tiui indmn people to eli>ct their ropri*- 
sentntives utis moved by Bai IVilmdnr Armndn 
Chnrln wlio omplinsi ed the rrgri t Hi ijiiotinl 
^Ir ( ladstonc who looked forward to not minl^ 
n noiinnnl but ton real Imng n pri^smitotum of tin 
people of Indm ' nnd Ixird SiHsbur\ who said : 

If »c on to do it 011(1 if it has to lie done If I ns do 
it srstomntindly taking con. that the mnrhlncn 

to U provnlcHl shall pfTert the parpese of gisnijr rrpn^ 
scntatinn not tr omdentnllT constituted lnalKH nrt t> 
►ranll M>ctjnns nf the |sh pie heninnl there lint to thi 
\iTiTJV >'t'r>.ri)?\h and tAtiA of Vhr* ■abnle rf.TnTnUTut> 

of Imlm 

Mr Suruulranntli Ikumirji si^mnding nlludisl to 
tin tatinient (oft< n lieard f-inn ) that tin Congri'^-* 
inoM nil nt vi‘n'< ilt creditiMl and t ntliUHmsiii on tin 



THE EIGHTH CONGRESS 


145 


wane, and remarked that this very Act was due to the 
Congiess, and pointed to other signs of progi'ess 
Ml Gladstone had spoken in 1892 of lepresentative 
institutions as the “ conseciated possessions 
entiusted to the caie and the guaidianship of the 
English people 

We appeal to Mr Gladstone, we appeal to his 
colleagues, to admit us into tins inestimable legacy of the 
Anglo-Saxon race WTierever floats the flag of England, 
Self-Government is the order of the day Wherever 
Englishmen have gatheied together in their Colonies, be 
they in thefiigid zones of the north, or amid the blazing 
heat of the Equator, or in those distinct tracts watered 
b’\ the southern seas, Self-Govei*nment agam is the order 
of the day We aie not Englishmen, or men of English 
race or extraction, but we are British subjects, the 
citizens of a gieat and fi’ee Empire, we live under the 
protecting shadows of one of the noblest Constitutions the 
Avoild has ever seen The rights of Englishmen are ours, 
their privileges are ours, then Constitution is ours But 
we are excluded from them How long is this exclusion 
to last That will depend very much upon ourselves 
If we are true to the traditions of the Congress, and loyal 
to the noble teachings of our great Chief, who, though not 
present in body is present m spirit with us — ^if w^e live 
up to the exalted standard of his noble life, if we con- 
secrate our efforts by the spirit of self-sacrifice, if we are 
unsparing in our pecuniary sacrifices, unremittmg in our 
personal efforts, then the great God who presides over 
the destinies of fallen Hations will, in His own due time, 
pour down upon us, in plentiful abundance. His choicest 
blessmgs , and though we may receive a temporary 
check, and the flag we now hold aloft may drop from our 
sinking hands, I am confident that in the near future there 
will rise up others, who, more fortunately situated than 
burselves, will carry that standard to victory, and 
establish in this luckless land those principles of 
liberty, which, while they will serve to weld together 
13 





HOW ISPIA WHOHOHr K»R niTBDOll 


tho divBonfied olementn of our common Isntionnhty 
wtH at the same time place the Empire of Bntam m tliw 
ctmntrv upon tlie only nnchni\^mo basis npon \ililob it 
can reftt tbe loro ftie gwitifnde, and the contentment of 
0. vast nnd imroeasumlile pojmlntion 

The Resoltitfon was supported J?nju Rnnipnl 
Binhn Hr il B ^lnInJoahl Jfr tJinn Sliniihfir Hu (Is 
iinbararand Abdul Bnbiin nnd i^fouhi Wnlmb-nd-<lin; 
and carried nnaniinoiisU 

Tlie second Ii€««olntion t^pres-jod the deep regret 
of the (Congress with the resolution of tho Govern 
ment of India on t)io Report of the Public Sen ice 
C/omrniasion narrowing even thi proposals mndi h^ 
that Commission It n*ns proposed b) Hr G K 
Ookhol© who pointed out flint tho Report nf tho 
Ouninission nctualU put Indians m a wor*e petition 
than thev wtn in l^for* Tlio\ hnd hnd h) tin 
rules « f IH79 one-eixtii of the whole rKrmtmont” 
eiicli vear nnd an tlwro wen COO-hl posts resi ril'd 
t\wl unresi rved Indians would Imvi hadldojK**ts 
But bi a jugglt* (h<\ fmd onh 10$ stt apart for 
thim 108 should ImiobtM n incorpomtid in tin 

ProMUcml feervm b\ tin Cominis ion for 

Indian onl) Hut tin *Wr<tnn f f ‘'tnti iimim^iKl 
to Imio P$ or 04 of llii'^e k«pt on a ei pamti li^t and 
wMild appoint to tluni und« r tin Art »f lh70 
Jlr Coklmh dnlv snid that lit nns not Kiiri that tin 
di vreimn of tioitrnment would not l>. nlvuMil l*\ius 
India lo ( the n rtaiiiti *f tfn J0‘< or PI appoint 
meiits and tin \ w* n Hindi ili rri tinimri Tin 
nninlH r ri‘C< muirinlwl wn nslun'd, tin hitlnst 
wi r» within M uihI 
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a large and perilous discretion lias been reserved 
by Government to itself which is almost sure to be abused 
And all this as the outcome of the labours of a Commission 
solemnly appointed to do full justice to _ our claims for 
larger and more extensive employment in the highei 
grades of the Public Service ' 

On simultaneous examinations Mr Gokhale spoke 
forcibly and indignantly 

Unfortunately the fact cannot be gainsaid, that of 
late our rulers have been showmg a disposition toregiet 
the promises given us in the past , and I should not be 
surprised if they one day turned round and said that 
these promises were never intended to be carried out In 
that case I say it would be well for them, to openly and 
publicly fling into the flames all these pi onuses and 
pledges as so much waste paper, and tell us once for all 
that, after all, we are a conquered people, and can liave 
no rights or privileges That the Government has, of 
late, been pursuing a policy ’ of retrocession is clear to 
every one Turn whichever v ay v e may, we find that a 
change, and a change for the worse, is commg over the 
spuit of the Government Whether you consider the 
Jury notification in Bengal, or the curtailment of edu- 
cational grants, oi the tieatment accorded to Municipali- 
ties, jmn cannot help feeling that Government is ti eating 
us vith inci easing jealousj'' and mistiust eveiy day And 
unless this regime of distrust is soon changed, unless 
the policy of Government is mspired by moie sj^mpathetic 
feelings, darker days cannot bat be in store for this pool 
country 

The warning was disiegaided Mi Gokhale vas 
looked on as an enemy, and folloived bj’- police spies, 
instead oi being looked on as a fiiend, i\aining the 
Goveinment of dangeis which he, as an Indian, knew 
to exist, but to which the Goveihinent vere blind 
When, out of despan, anaichisiu was boin, his vords 
V ei c 1 enienibei ed — too late 
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Pandit iladan Mohan Mnlnnya seconded the 
Resolution and after giving some figures to show 
the great and inordinate dram of India’s mono) 
because of the inordinate emplo)Tnent of Europeans 
m the higher rants of the Public Service that 
was at the bottom of the increasing povort) of 
the people of this country ” went on to support 
Mr Dadabhai Nnorop in pre'wmg upon the attention of 
Parliament the injustice done to India bv the refusal 
of simnltanoons examinations in Indm and I* ngland 
for the Indian Civil Service The oxaminationa 
ought really to be hold onlv m Indm, since the 
Service was Indian 

It IS sinCTilarlv unjast to compel the people of thw 
country to go 10 006 miles eway from Ihoir eoontrr to noM 
nn exsmmation to qualify themselves for service in tnoir 
own country No other pooplo Uboor under such an 
awful disadvsntsge Must wo alone bo snbjwtwl to it 
bccnuiie we are the subjects of a strong. Power bki 
Fnplandt' Fn;,hind, we know luu» got the stirngth of a 
grant hat she should not use it ns a pant in onf >mng 
unfair terms and condltii ns against o people placed h) 
ProThJrnce uoder her core but should allow her nobler 
instincts to guide her in tins matter as Ihrv hare guidinl 
her m msiiT others and soo that we an gn\ rnitl 
practicaU\ and not roetvij thconticnlly in mnsonnncc 
with those noble pniwipl “s of justice an I good gtirrm 
ment which her honourtsl ‘^rcroign and her statesmen 
haw laid diwnfor tht purpose and which gni 1 her 
in the comlnct of hir own affairs Wc pray onU for 
a fair fid I and no favour 

3Ir (loklinle and IVindit ^^odnn Mohan sjh Vi m 
I8f>2 Twentv thni ri'ftrs hnvi pii isl, and this 
little conce smn 1ms not l*een madi ! Still India 
son* mu t tniMl lOOuO miles on the chanro of 
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entering tliG Indian Civil SeiMce in a competitive 
examination for tlie numbei of posts open every year, 
for tlie privilege of employment in then own country 
And in the face of this, a concession that would cost 
England nothing, and would not touch the funda- 
mental iniustite of hei autociacy here, we aie asked 
not to rai^'G any contiovei ''inl question now', but to 
trust to hei good-wnll that aftei the War she will 
give us Self-Government 

The Resolution wms supported by Mr Jaiiardana 
Raghunath Nimkai, Moulvn Unirao Mnza Hairat, 
and Rai Jotindianath Chaudhuii — who said very 
pertinently 

To serve one’s owm country is a riglit inalienable 
fiom its people So in this view I look upon all those 
appouitments which can be safely given to the natives of 
the sod and which are filled by foreigners, ns so many 
appointments robbed from the people to w'hom the}’’ 
belong by natural right, specially in India, where we 
Indians are most cruelly debarred fiom all the higher 
employments 

Munshi Roshan Lai pointed out the caste difficulty, 
which the Government knew veiy well, and which, 
with the expense incuiied by the journey and stay in 
England, made the nominal opening of the Service 
to Indians of very little value to them The 
Hesolution was earned unanimously 

Mr It IST Mudholkai moved the third Resolution 
on the then already well-worn subject of the separa- 
tion of judicial and executive functions, which has 
since been moved and carried 22 times m vain 
Mr Mudholkar gave his own experience with men 



loO now nrou wEoratrr roE rEm>OM 

wlio were cin\ judges criminal judges and revenue 
officers rolled into one wha«e courts trovelled and 
had to be followed bv the unluckr litigant* or nc 
cused person and who being bnsv men had no 
time to studv intncnte law« and who were not to Iv 
blamed for their ignorance — which can^^ed them to 
give unjust deci ions — nor for their incompatible 
function — which led them to give hc\s*ed deci ton* 
Be quoted the Judges of the Calcutta High Conrt 
who said 

It not unfreqaentlr happen that the chief eiecntive 
llagistrate praeticallr becorot^ the prosecutor and mar 
frequentlr become the Judee thontrh he mar hari 
formed a stwnc opinion -m the eav* behind the bach of 
the 8rru«ed with'^t hannir had the --piyTtoniir if 
heanne his esplanalu n or defence 

It roar be remembered that a stnVing cn e tf thi* 
was mentioned in the la t chapter 

Mr Ambikacharan Morumdar si'conded th» Pi*- 
s-lutiou and de-^cnbed the ronditnn of thintr* m 
Ihngal wher the I tout (rOT»mor over r»»de the 
C iJe and in i<tcd on improp r method winch u|>“ 
set the adrnini trati u of ju tuo Hi inenti ineil 
some flriVicg of nbu i. of proce^ of law hr 

HXi entire nfllctT 

Hon Chindra Ilai upp* rting iciul v nr 
trull that ihi intirfipiuc i f l)i trict I’lffio r* nith 
the ubordinate ^laci tracr hj rrf mne cr e^ t > 
ll • m with aim « plain direv-ti n n*i t > h* w th \ 
an t > K d vid M ha Ir ughl al nt a trido- 

j r»*ad f 1 liner of alann which it i in th inti re^ > 
of cro» 1 Cf \rrnni» nt iti artlr t ullar ” ^Ir K 1* 
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Natu, Rao Saliab Deva Rao Vina3^ak and Mr 
Muilidhai fuithei suppoited, and tlie Resolution was 
earned unanimously 

Ml D E Waclia moved Resolution IV on the 
Currency question, lemaiking that the Congress 
delegates 

earnestly desire at this critical -juneture, tv hen some 
action on the part of Government is reported to be im- 
minent, that it Tvill refrain fiom eithei taking a leap 
in the dark, or adopting precipitately a measure which 
might eventually prove to be infinitely worse in its con- 
sequences than the evils to be witnessed at present 

Ml Wacha dealt at length with the mattei with 
a clarity all his own, explaining the efltects of the 
demonetisation of silvei by Geimany in 1873, the 
beaiing of the Home (foreign) Charges ’’ on India, 
the Sherman Act of 1890, the effect on India of a 
gold standard as jeopardising the inteiests of the 
masses Captain Banon and Professoi Bhagiratha 
Prasad followed, and the unanimous passing of the 
Resolution brought the second day to its close 

On the third day. Mi G S Khaparde bi ought in 
the “Omnibus Resolution,” Ho V, including,' tins 
year. Salt Tax, Income Tax, Excise, claim to com- 
mittal to Quarter Sessions, Police, Arms, Military 
Colleges, Mibtia and Volunteering He was followed 
by the Rev T Evans, Mr Oudh Behan Lai, Munshi 
Sheikh Husain, Mi B S Sahasrabuddhe, and Munshi 
Abdul Qudn, and the Resolution Tvas then carried 
Ml Guruprasad Sen, in moving the sixth Resolu- 
tion, demanding the withdrawal of the Jury Notifica- 
tion in Bengal and the extension of the Jury system. 
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gare a maAq of facta and figures in Bnpport of hia 
motion Mr Baitunthaiuith Sen seconded, and 
glancing at the lustory of the Jury system, dwelt on 
the scandal of suddenly aboliahing a rested right, 
enjoved for 80 years by a sudden fiat of a Lieut 
Governor 

Mr Lakfilvramath Bexbama from Assam said they 
had enjoyed it for 00 years and needed it apecially 
because of the raw and inexperienced Cinhans who 
administered justice in a lawless manner Six other 
delegates spoke and the Ilesolution nros earned 

ifr D b \\ nthn moved and Pandit ifndan Mohan 
Mnlnvija seconded Resolution VII which pointwl out 
that England should boar part of tlio cost of the 
iiiilitar\ ( xpenditare cntisod b} Imperml policy which 
related not to tlie defence of India bnt to llntnin s 
relations with tlio great Loropenn Powers It was 
carru*d 

Tlien Mr Brajeudranath Seal made an eliKjiu nt and 
informing HptH*ch moving IN solution ^ III which 
depneated the diminution of grants for higlior 
iducntion and urgi'd incrensi d <'xj)i nditure on all 
hmnehes of edaentmn Ht brouglil nl undnnt nrgu 
im nls to Ins tlio^is and ridiculed the idea that th( n 
w« re too uinii) graduates who finding no ratht 
iM>wi*d disconttnt England had 22 000 UniverMti 
students out i f a population of 27 inHlion ladw 
1 1 000 out of a populntun of 220 mlllmiiq 

Mr III rand j Clinndm Mnitm n*conde<l 
ill rs K \ Jo'^hi and Hari Pru«nd Chntt rji sap 
|K-rted and thi lutlon was carrnd unanimously 
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The sore poverty of India and the lemedies therefoi 
■were the subject of Resolution IX, reafhiming Reso- 
lution III of 1891 , it "was moved by Mi Baikuntha- 
nath Sen, seconded bj Mi Peter Paul Pillai, 
suppoited by four other speakeis, and earned 
unanimously Resolution X took up the haishness of 
the adininistiation of the Poiest La-ws, Mi Karandi- 
kai moving and Mr P Keshava Pillai seconding, the 
lattei lecounting the grievances he has been strug- 
gling to remedy evei since The Resolution jiassed, 
but the giievances still remain 

Then Mi A Xandy moved — ^Resolution XI — foi a 
Committee of foui delegates, to diaw up a petition to 
Pailiament against the results of the Public Service 
Commission, and this, seconded bj’’ Mi Kali 
Prasanna Kavyavishaiada, ivas earned One thing 
mentioned by the niovei, an Indian Clnistian, may be 
put on record Su Auckland Col'via had admitted 
that some giievances might exist 

But "what as the ad-vace Su Auckland Colvm gave 
foi the ledress of these grievances ? 99 out of 100 
Englishmen v ould have said “ Agitate, and agitate 
strongly, till you attain your object ” Hot so the ev- 
Lieut -Governor He expressed a pious horror of agitation, 
and stigmatised in bitter terms what he called the 
professional agitator, but wound up by advismg his 
hearers, if they had a grievance, to do what ? — to lay 
them before the District Magistrate ’ 

If the Magistiate failed, there ■was the Commis- 
sioner, and lastly the Local Government Still 
Government officials detest agitation, and some 
Indiaifs, even, are afra.id of it 
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HOW IHDIA WSO0OHT FOE PEEEDOII 


Mr Kanhaya Lai and itr Jlnrlidliar moved and 
supported Resolution XII asking for a Legis 
lative Council for the Panjiib Carried Tlien camo 
Resolution XIII thanking the British Coinniittoo 
and Mr Digby and Resolution JdV, prote^ing 
against State-regulated inimomlity m Indm Resolu 
tion XV postponed the English Session of the 
Congress until after that of 1803 and Resolution 
appointed Sir Dadabhni Xaorop as India s repre- 
sentative in Parliament and thanked the electors of 
Central Finsbury for sending him thither Rcso- 
Intiona XITI and \1 III dealt intJj Congress finance 
and \IX re-elected Mr A 0 JIuine and gave him 
Rai Bahadur P Ananda Charlu ns Joint Secrotnrj 
Resolutions XX \\1 and \X11 flio<l the next 
Congress at Amntsar thanked the Mnlmmja of 
Darbhangn for tlu loan ofLonther Castle and con 
firmed the appoinlim at of I*undit Ru Immbhomath iw 
one of the TruBtec^ of the Pi nimm nt I und 1\ illi 
a fiw Words from the l*n*^idrnt and tin usual M>ta 
of thanks the lughth Congn dis'V)lved 

PCsoiiUnoNs 

B«pras«ntJttion 

1 H^^JrrHj-'Ttisl ihl Coii^Ti* wfcllr In ■ lny«I 

th IndJ n Coasrll \rt rrrr Hr «uu-lrH > y tl*f» P rllk rU 
erf On>®t UritaJn ipUInnI l»jr ih pn^ni Pnm/' Mini I r whh 
tin* k of th then Lmt'r *W|vl rr rfPi t f rlnlU— iK I It 
I {ntmdr<| 1 It ir> ji^re Ch lo-oplr uf Icrfla ■ ml lit f i 

I In tho U>tri Ulire Coottrli •— mf rel ih l tl \H {••■-If t-- 

nftt In term osHTHk* t tb tin* if In-iln;rtb I *»«s 

ff|T>*^Pt«tlre« u lb C rrxHI fc *1 lt<>|<e*kwl e lb III nib- 

•rnr l«^fye ffrpnred on'b'r the Krt. «lll In' m iImvIImt* -f 

)Ir Glkd (oe* df<|&rBtliTti I* lfa« Itnaw rf ( mt»m •pj] will J 



itif noimi ]5‘) 

tuh (junto jii'-t u (' to t !n‘ }i< ojiU t'f thi '- 1 omtii \ , fiirtlif r, tliiit i( i)fu\ h 
tliut tilt <(• mil X tnnv ho |M)t>lis)i( (I >ii tlir* otlu ml H irottos, likr 
oihi’r jirojKot <t h irixlnlivi inon-iin Ix'htn' linint^ fiiinlh ndnptml 

Public Service 

11 11* ‘■oU (ol- -^'lmt tlim ( oiiirn’'--. hi j‘oh\ j>lin os oti rcronl tis 

»li i'j> r> uTi t III till' n --'jliitioii of till ftov ( rniiu lit of Imlm oti tlip 
n i>"il of the riihlio "Si mu<( ('oininission, in ilmf — 

(n) \\ Inni m, if the n < oiiiiin iid itioiis of ilio I’lihlu *sorti (0 
( olllllll■•‘■)(ltl lijul h('( n < irnod out in thou intopntt, (lio jmsts 
|ii'oj>n''(>(i to Im‘ (h'lmln (1 from tin* k limliilo of tho .Sliitiito of I8G1 
Monhl lm\i fornir'il ji irt of nil ot^miiiK (1 St 1 V H 0 , f-jiO( mlh rosonod 
for tlio \nti\os of liidi i, llio r<'*‘'oIiiiion of (lot oriiiiionf Ion\cP these 
jio'-fs nltojrcthr r l‘■oI itc d, to whuh njijiointiiioiil r m ho iimdo onh 
niidi r tlie St !tnf( of l^TU, 

(h) Whoixmp, nhile lOS iijijmiiitinoiils tvoi-t* I’ocomiiionded hi 
the Puhlic Sort ic( Coiniiiispioii for the I’nn im ml Sen k e, 03 sm h 
niipotntjiH ntv onh ln\e lutimlh heeii thiinin ojxni to tlmt Sen ice 
the minilKr to In nllotled to \Heiiiii not, hiiMiifr ittheen nnnonneed , 

(i ) Wliere IP, while i Mtnihendiip of tho Honid of Roitnno 
find fi Conitnippioiierphip of n Di\ mion, were recomineiidcd for tho 
Province of Bciifml nn<l pome other Proiincep, the Govonunent hns 
not *n'en effect to tlnp repohitioii, 

(d) IMioreap, while one third of tho Tiidpopliips weic re- 
roinmoiided to he thrown open to the ProMiicinl Sornce, onh one- 
fifth Inve been po thrown ojien 

And this Conjiiropp, nKcm, diPtmcth puts on record its opinion, 
tlmt full jnsuce will never lie done to the people of this c onntrv , 
until the open Competitive Ilxnminntion foi tho Civil Service of 
India n lield pininltniiconph in England and in India 

XT Roeohed — That Mr IV C Bniineiji, Mr P M Melita, 
Mr Siirendmimtli Bannorji, and Kai Bahadur Anaiida Charlii, 
he appointed a Comuiittce to jireparc a petition on tlie line 
indicated hj the petition printed at foot, and that the President 
he authorised to sign it, on hohalf of tins Congress, and send it 
to JIi Dadahhai Naoi-oji, M P , foi presentation to the House 
of Commons 

To 

The Honourable Tlic Commons of Great Britain and Ireland 
m Parliament assemhled 

The humble petition of the President and Members of the 
Eighth Indian National Congxess, held at Allahabad, on the 28th, 
29th and 30th of December, 1892 

JiespcctfvUy Sho7ceth, 
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A'l Ko<oKoil -That tlnw Coui^^iPhu \a(‘\\K (lie tk'cjjost 

coiioc'rn and altinn Ilia n ccJif jmIk \ of Go\ nnuu< at uitli ro^p(Vt to 
Inal hr .Tun, nud iniiiculinh flu ni tioii of ilia Gosornim nls of 
riMipal and in ■uilhdmninj' tlio rifrlil of In il I)\ .lui\ m tlio 

imjont} of n'nmn ofToim'-j, and niosi nwnpt,ffiilh , hut luinij, 
n'TUU'-l ‘'Uoli jiolu % and utliou ns ralKiprudo, rtMciionnn, 
nnd vnjurnins io the la «l iitt<>r<'Pls of tin. i oimtn , and jira\ h that 
ilio h lino miiv he nnoned In the (mhi uiiuent of liulm, and fading 
that, h\ the (io\ eminent in line-land, and lhat, as pnijid for in 
r< solution.- of jinMoui. Comrn Ksi.ft, the nitht of trial h\ fun hi 
extended to tlnoe parts of (lie ronntn mIk re it is luit now in forei', 
It heiri^r the onh aifee^uard for (lie peojihi m tlic jnosont 
iitiPittififat ton tondition of tin adaiiniptrition of f'l iininal .Instu o 
in IJntish linha 

Currency 

tv Ropohed — Tliat haiiiij' rofpird to the diionuti of 
opinion that ]»re\nds on the Ciirrein i Question, and the imiiortniiLO 
of the t|nchtion iteelf, thn- Conj'n (j^sirop to cxpreaR its carnost 
hope, that unless its hands are forced hj the action of am Forei{pi 
Rower, net es=it itin;? a change in theturrenc\, or the Btandard, 
which might jiroie injunons t<i the interests of the country , the 
Goicrninont of India will ixjfrun from taking nn\ stejis, until the 
Inhours of the llmsM iKConfcrenrc hiue been completed and, further, 
that the Go\ eminent will lin hofoio the Rtihlic, for tlificuKsion, tlio 
proposals which Lord IlerMhoirs Coimmttco may recommend, 
before dormito action, if am, is resohed upon 

Confirmation of Previous Resolutions 

V Resohed — Tliat this Congress concurs with its prodoces 
Bors in strongly ad\ ocating — 


TfuratiOii 

(a) Tlic reduction of tho Balt diiQ hy at least the amount of its 
latest enhancement , 

(b) The raising of the Income tax taxable minimum from five 
liiiudred to one thousand , 


Exa sc 

(c) Persistent pressuio by the Government of India on all 
Provincial Administrations, to induce them to cany out, mits 
integrity, tho Excise policy enunciated m paragraphs 103, 104, 105 
of the Despatch, published in The Gazette of India of March, 1S90, 
and the introduction of a simple system of local option m the 
case of all vullages , 

14 
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HOW IKDU WEOUOBT TOB FMEMM 


Lfffat 

( J) Thf I trmlortkm Into the Code of Criminal Procedare of a 
prorinkm etiaHhic »fcu»ed pereon^ In wmrmnt raaea, to dernand 
that 1 b teed of belnp trirt by the Jlafflrtmto they may l» 
cmnmllted to the Conrt of ReMk^l 
PoImv 

(e) The fandamentol reform of the Poltco admlnlrtrmtlon by 
a redortloQ in the nambrra and an increnw in the aalarlet and In 
th qullflratlon of the tower f^radea and their far mote careful 
enli tment i and by the aeloetloD for tho hljrher poati of pontlemon 
f hipher capacities, more In loach with the reajwctal le portion* of 
th comoiimltr and le«i a Idkrted to railitarr pirtcnaloo*, than the 
m*l rritT of etlrt ff Deputy Inapcetor* Qenmwl flnperintondcnta, 
n 1 Aail tani Kuperlnt odenta of PoUco are i 
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Bduoation 

VIII Resolved — That this Congress is emphatically of opinion, 
that it IS highlj"^ inexpedient in the present state of Education in the 
country , that Gei crunient grants foi High Education should m any 
•v\ay be vithdraivn, and, concurring with previous Congresses, 
affirms in the most emphatic manner, the importance of increasing 
the public expenditure on all branches of Education, and the 
expediency, in new to the pi emotion of one of the most essential 
of these branches, i e , the technical, of appointing a mixed Com- 
mission to enquire into the present industrial condition of the 
country 

Poverty and Permanent Settlement 

IX Resohod — That this Congress emphatically re-affii-ms 
Resolution III of the Congress of 1891, and hnnng regard to the 
fact that fully fifty millions of the population, a number yearly 
increasing, are dragging out a miserable existence on the verge of 
starvation, and that in every decade several millions actuaUy 
perish by starvation, deems it imperatively necessary that the cost 
of administration, especially in the military branch of the Public 
Service, should be greatly reduced, and that measures should at 
once be taken to give, as was promised by the British Govern 
ment over thirty years ago, fixity and peimanence to the land 
revenue demand, and thus permit capital and labour to combme 
to develop the agriculture of the country, which, under the existmg 
system of temporary settlements, in recent times often lasting for 
short periods, in some cases only extending to ten and twelve years, 
IS found to be impossible , and to establish Agricultural Banks And 
this Congress, again, most eamestly^ entreats the people of Great 
Britain and Ireland, not to permit any further sacrifice oflifeownng 
to the shortcommgs of the existing, doubtless well-intentioned, but 
none the less unsatisfactory, administration, but to insist, and, that 
speedily, on the reforms, then and now, so earnestly advocated 

Forest Laws 

X Resolved — That this Congress entirely adopts Resolution 
XI of the Congress of 1891, and reiterates its prayer, that having 
regard to the very serious discontent created, particularly in 
Pomnsular India, by the practical administration of the Forest 
Laws, the Government of India do investigate this matter carefully, 
and endeavour to mitigate the harshness of such admmistration, 
and render it less obnoxious to the poorer classes 

Legislative Council (Panjab) 

XII Resolved — That this Congress, m concurrence with the 
first Congress held at Bombay in 1886, considers that the creation 
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of K Lesi li.Ur« OoBocil for th® rrcriDco of Oj* I**ot%b Is ka 
sb*olnt& ftrr Iht |?w»rt BoTcrnment of ttnt PrtMftc® snil, 

harinjr imrtl to ibo fact lli*l n tinilar Coonell has boon cwated 
fr>r ih United Pn>rincr» bojinthatoo time will bo lost in creating 
■ h s CoqndL 
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to Bend, at least, fire hundred pounds out of it to the British Com- 
mittee, to be recouped by subscnphons from the Standing Congress 
Committees 

XVIII Besolved — That, regard being had to the representa- 
tions received from the British Committee, this Congiess is of 
opinion, that a sum eqmvalent in Rupees to two thousand eight 
liundred pounds sterling, be allotted for the expenses of the British 
Committee, for the year 1892 93 , that deducting the money which 
has been received up to now, the balance be allotted amongst the 
different Standing Congress Committees, in accordance with 
arrangements come to with them , and that the sum be i emitted to 
England as soon as practicable 

Formal 

XIX Resolved — That this Congress re-appomts Mr A 0 
Hume, C B , to be its General Secietary, and appoints Rai Bahadur 
P Ananda Charlu, to be its Joint-General Secretary foi the 
ensmng year 

XXII Resolved — That this Congress confirms the appoint- 
ment of Pandit Bishumbharnath, in place of the late Pandit 
Ajodhynnath, as one of the Trustees of the Congress Permanent 
Fund 

XX Resolved — That the Ninth Indian National Congress do 
assemble on such day after Christmas, 1893, as may be determmed 
upon, at Amritsar 



CIUPTFR I\ 

The Nint)i hatJoruil Congress mot nt Lahore — not at 
Amntpiir m chosen b\ th« preceding Congresa — on 
Uecember 27 28, 29 and JO 1893 The pavilion 
ramed on a piece of vacant groand and contained 
4 000 seats which were not able to accommodate all 
who crow(h*d to attend Tlie delegates numbered 
807 and as t^nt bv I’roMnces were ns follows 


Hcnpil 

u9 

N \\ P «nd Oadh 

1« 

Psn;ab 

481 

ItoTnlft> (77) othI 8mdh (47) 

124 

C P and Ihrnr 

JO 

Msdran 

31 
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put no hindrance in the way of their pi epamtions, 
and said that the martial laces of the Panjab were in 
full sympathy with the Congiess movement 

The wand of the magician has touched our eyes 
The history and literature of England have permeated 
our minds, the great heritage of our western Aryan 
brethren has descended on us, collaterally, as it weie, and 
we are allowed at times, grudgingly it may he, to have a 
share m it We happily live under a Constitution whose 
watch vord is freedom, and whose main pillar is toleiation 
We look hack complacently on our past history, and 
glory in it Can we then m the midst of this !N"ational 
upheaval remam quiescent and indifferent ? 

Rai Bahadm Ananda Charlu moved, and Moulvi 
Muhurram Ah Ohiste seconded, the pioposal that 
]\Ir Dadabhai Naoioji, M P , should be the President 
of the Congress, and the whole pavilion was shaken 
with the welcome the delegates offered to the first 
Indian elected to the House of Commons 

After expiessmg his thanks to the Congress, the 
President referied feelingly to the passing away of 
their staunch suppoiter Justice Kashinath Trimbak 
Telang, “ one of the most active foundeis of the 
Congiess,” and ^^its fiist hard-woiking Secietary in 
Bombay ” Even aftei he had become a Judge, he 
always helped with advice He then read a message 
to the Congress from his English constituents, 
expiessmg then gratification with his woik in the 
House of Commons, and spoke of the small appioach 
to representation granted in the Councils and the 
concession of the right of interpellation He pointed 
out that it Avould be the height of unwisdom ” foi 



IW BOW DTDU WBOITOHT rOU rKtlOOM 

tbt Kaling \uthoritie% to nlienate the eduts^ted 
Imlion'^ nnd to 

dn\-e thi^ forc« mto op^KwittoTi itatend of dratnog it 
t tlitir owji ^hIo hr taking it into confident*© find therebj 
Htn ngtlitning their nv,-n fuatidatirm Thit Congrefta re 

f in-HiitK llie nrjHtotmcT nf mtcUcot aiirf the neir political 
ifo ruTitinl li thcni»-eUe)i» vkhith in at pronont deopir 
irrutofol tn It f rtnlor Common KVto tclLi yon — limp it 
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to defend the British Power and their otvti hearths and 
homes Were we enemies of British rule, our best 

course would he not to ciy out, hut remain silent, and let 
the mischief take its course till it ends in disaster as it 
must But we do not want that disaster, and we there- 
foie cry out, both for our own sake and for the sake of the 
rulers This ba il of poverty must he boldly faced and 
remedied 

It has not been faced, it has not been lemedied 
And the words spoken aie as tine in 1915 as in 1893 
]\Ir Naoro]i concluded 

The day, I hope, is not distant when the world v ill 
see the noblest spectacle of a great Hation like the British 
holding out the hand of true fellow-citizenship and of 
justice to the vast mass of humanity of this great and 
ancient land of India, with benefits and blessings to the 
human race 

He said in the couise of his speech 1 shall hope 
as long as I live ■” He is now lU his 91st yeai May 
his hope be realised eie he passes away 

The names of the Subjects Committee Aveie read out 
and approved, and the Oongiess adjourned 

On the second day, ]\Ir H IST Mudholkai moved 
the first Resolution, dealing wuth the unsatisfactory 
results of the Councils Act of 1892 He pointed out 
that some success had indeed been gained, but less 
than they wished Since 1887 leform had been asked 
for by the Government of India, and in three sessions 
Bills were brought into Parliament , m 1892 an Act 
was passed, as the Conservative Government feaied 
that its successoi would bring in a more liberal 
measure That Act did not give the right of election, 
but allowed the Viceroy to make rules, to be approved 
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br tbo SetTwtarj of State and in these there vrae 
n port of a right of election also the right of 
interpellation was granted hot no diacaSsion of the 
aiiKwers nnd the HubniLssion of the Bndget to the 
Counuil iMthout nnv right to vote thoroon Mr G 
K. Gokhnlt in si'CimJing said 
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C Janibulingum Miidaliar explained the grievances 
of Madras The Resolution ivas earned 

Then Resolution II, asking foi a Legislative Council 
for the Pan]ab, i\as passed, and the “Omnibus 
Resolution” followed as Ho IV Di Bhadurji next 
moved resolution V, 11*111011 asked foi the recon- 
stiuction of the Indian Civil I\Iedical Seivice quite 
apart fioni the ^Militaiy He gave a veiy full and 
detailed account of the giievances of Indian doctors, 
as regarded then colleges, then pay, and their 
prospects, being alloived much 11101 e than his time 
because the subject ivas a new one Dr M M Bose, 
Dr Bhalchandia Kiishna and Di Bhugati am Sawhuy 
followed, and the motion was earned, the Congiess 
thereupon adjourning 

The thud day of the Congiess opened on a joj^ous 
note, aftei the usual birthday telegiam to Mi 
Gladstone, Resolution V was moved by the Hon 
Mr Suiendranath Banneiji, thanking the House of 
Commons foi carrying a Resolution in favoui of simul- 
taneous examinations He gave a long list of 
bioken pledges foi whicli he aimigned “the 
Government of India befoie the Bai of Biitish and 
Indian public opinion — before the Bai of civilised 
humanity in all parts of the globe , for the history 
of the Civil Service question is one unbioken record 
of broken promises ” It shows, however, the 
strength of tliQ, Indian Civil Service, that despite all 
the broken piomises and the Resolution of the House 
of Commons, examinations for the ICS are still 
held in England onlj^ Mr Hamid All Khan 
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BOVT U.T1U WROUGHT FOB rSEEDOM 


BfK-ondotl the resolution on bohiilf of his co-religioni«t3, 
nnd TTiis foUovrod b^ Rajn Rninpnl bingh in ft breezy 
itK he pointed out thnt after 35 yeare there were 
20 Indians m the ICS and between DOO and 1,000 
1 uropi-nn^ he Imd been nxCed h) nn Englishman 
whith t (\eTnment lu thought the better English or 
Muhmninndan he ha I aaiwert'd thnt tho English 
r.-n tin better forHucurit\, I'duc'fttion and milways 
but for the wealth of India the Muhamniadnn for the 
MuhauiinadanH beeumo Indians, and tho nchos stayed 
in the ennntr\ nhUo tlie hiiglish earned the wealth 
of the country awny Ho remarked that English 
(.ivilian Hindi India th< ir hnppv hunting ground 
thrj cnim and * ritum to England mth our money ” 
Munshi Ih dmu Irfil nnt tho objection that simolta 
niMi iiaininntnns would mnko tlio I tho 
innu ^wjIv <{ llie IWngoli Itabn \i vboro vras 
tUi bps tion in rn ▼* of Her Maje^tv n Proclnuuilion T 
l*t thi IhngiiUs fill it if th(j could tlicj would 
bave onU tin sami cluinci n» ini n of otln r l’rp\)ncf‘S 
Tibimln In lievi^l to 1» tb«ire4|imli Mr C- \ eiikata 
Hainan Niitiln further supjM rttsl and thi n^solution 
wiis nfrnd 
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and the inagistiate acted as a pioseculoi and ludge 
combined 'i’he Hon jMi H vSnbbaiao Pantulu 
seconded, and mentioned a case m tlie Madias Piesi- 
denc> -svlnch showed that nndei piesent conditions, 
pistice was not done IMr. Ambikacliaian Mozumdav 
'-honed that 1)-^ the etloits of tliat gieat agitatoi 
Paja Pam j\rohan Pai tlie functions had been separ- 
ated, ]mt tliat the}'’ weie le-iiiiited in 1858 He 
proceeded to make a magnificent speecli, exhausting 
the snb 3 ect, which should be caiefiilly studied, foi in 
191 0 the scandal still continues 

Pesolution YII, a piotest against ‘‘ State-ie- 
giilated Immoiality in India,” was niored bj Mr 
D E Wacha, seconded by the Hon Mi 0 0 Mitia 
and earned 

'IMien Pandit Madan Mohan Malavi 3 ’'a moved Re- 
solution VIII, on the peiennial staivation of the 
peasantiy, and begged members of the House of 
Commons, if they would not accept the statistics 
which pioved that the poveity of the countiy ivas 
inci easing, to come over to India, visit the villages, 
and see m what misery the people live Let them ask 
the people what the country was before the Mutiny 

Wheie are the weavers, vheie are those men who 
lived by difFereut industries and manufactures, and wheie 
are the manufactures which were sent to England and 
othei European countries in very large quantities year 
after year P All that has become a thing of the past 
ever}" one sitting here is clothed in cloth of British make — 
almost e\eiy one — and wheiever you go, you find British 
manufactures and British goods staring 3 on in the face 
All that IS left to the people is to diag out a miserable 
16 
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.ind Bilinr, declaiing that ‘^such tainpeimg with 
solemn public pledges ” was “ a National calamity ” 
He complained bitteily of tlie breach of tlie teims of 
sanads granted by Groveinment^ and commented in 
terms none too severe on the dishonour of such 
breaking of faith vitli the public Mr Baikuntlianath 
Sen seconded, and then Sheikh Wahab-ud-dm spoke 
stiongl} as to the Paiijab Then Province had been 
annexed bj’- the British Emjnie 43 years before, and 
they weie fiscally and physically stronger then Tlie 
people liad become poorer and pooiei, and peasant 
and gentleman had scarcely any margin to support 
their families or provide foi the future Mi B G 
Tilak pointed out that m Bombay the increase in 
30 yeais had sometimes amounted to 30 pei cent 
Saidar Gurucharan Singh showed how in the Punjab 
the failuie of a crop meant luin to the cultivator 

I'he family is broken up, their cattle aie sold for 
debts, the breadwinner of the family either dies of a 
broken heait, or lingers in the dark recesses of a Civil 
Gaol under the decree of the money-lender If he has 
any son, the poor youth leaves home in despair and joins 
the armj’', where he ends his days at a handsome salary 
of Rs 7 a month 

These are the conditions which have afforded 
mateiials for revolutionary plots, people who aie 
starving and in despair lend a ready eai to sug- 
gestions of revolt Ml K V Joshi brought evidence 
from the Central Pi evinces, where the enhancement 
had been in some cases from 200 to 300 pei cent, and 
where he had found the people so poor that they were 
living on mowra flowers and the seeds of tamarinds 
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and Bihar, declaiing that ‘^such tampeimg with 
solemn public pledges ” was “ a National calamity ” 
He complained bitterly of the breach of the teims of 
sanads gi anted by Government, and commented in 
teims none too seveie on the dishonour of such 
breaking of faith with the public Mr Baikunthanath 
Sen seconded, and then Sheikh Wahab-ud-dm spoke 
stiongly as to the Punjab Then Province had been 
annexed by the British Empne 43 years befoie, and 
they weie fiscally and physically stronger then The 
people had become pooler and pooier, and peasant 
and gentleman had scarcely any maigin to support 
then families or piovide for the future Mi B G 
Tilak pointed out that in Bombay the increase in 
30 yeais had sometimes amounted to 30 per cent 
Saidai Gurucharan Singh showed how in the Punjab 
the failuie of a crop meant rum to the cultivator 

The family is broken up, then cattle are sold foi 
debts, the breadwinner of the family either dies of a 
broken heart, or lingers in the dark recesses of a Civil 
Gaol under the decree of the money-lender If he has 
any son, the poor youth leaves home in despair and joins 
the army, wheie he ends his days at a handsome salary 
of Rs 7 a month 

These aie the conditions which have alfoided 
mateiials foi levolutionaiy plots, people who aie 
staiving and in despair lend a ready eai to sug- 
gestions of revolt Ml K V Joslii brought evidence 
from the Central Pioviuces, ivhere the enhancement 
had been in some cases from 200 to 300 pei cent, and 
Avheiehe had found the people so pooi that thej" weie 
living on moivra floweis and the seeds of tamarinds 
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Delhi DoveiiiuiGiit College The fees lu Government 
Colleges have been this eai raised fi'om Rs 2 to‘ Rs 12 
pel mensem and they haie also been laised m schools 
The biaveiA of the Panjabis, the Sikhs and the Rajputs on 
the fields of Egypt, Abyssinia and Afghanistan has 
been rewaided by shutting the doors of liighei education 
and the benefits of civilisation on then childien 

Mr S Iv Nail seconded, coutiasting the policy of 
Japan ivith that of Biitain as legaided technical 
education 

Resolution XIII regietted the despatch of the 
Secietaiy of State, sajung that the Executive might 
have to review “ judicial eirois,” a dangeious doc- 
tiine, thieatening the independence of the Oouits 
Rai Bahadui P Ananda Chailu moved it and 
All Kalicharan Banueiji seconded, pointing out that 
the despatch put might above right Eai Jotindia- 
nath Ohaudhuii followed, and Pandit Mohan Lai 
made apoweiful speech, showing how English Judges 
had vindicated the independence of then Oouits 
against both King and Parliament After the motion 
was earned, Mr D E Wacha moved Resolution XIV, 
against the stoppage of silvei coinage, showing the 
e^nls lesnlting, and pointing out that 

the bard-workmg labourers, the overtaxed peasantry, 
aie being impoveiisbed in order that Government ofiBcials 
and usurers may fatten at their expense It robs 

the rjmts , it entails an additional burden on them m 
Older to actuall}^ compensate a microscopic minority 
already in leceipt of salaries vliicli find no parallel in 
an}^ part of the civilised globe 

Mr R P Kaiandikar seconded, and the Resolution 
was earned 
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under uhich tbe}' laboui, namely that the country is theirs 
and not ours The country is ours and theirs , and India 
IS foi England and also foi India , primarily for India 
and secondarily foi England 

Mr W A Chambeis seconded the motion in a 
strong speech, denomicmg the compensation as 
neither Ohiistian, noi iighteons Mr D E Wacha 
suppoited with some telling statistics 

Resolution XVI -was a lequest to the Groveinment 
to put an end to forced laboui , moved by Lala Dharm 
Das San and seconded by Lala Kanakya Lai in an 
impassioned speech He pointed out that forced 
laboui was slavery, and England put down slaveiy 
in Africa, but ivinked at it in India It was foi- 
bidden, but officials used it 

Resolution X\MI thanked Loid Noithbrook for 
pleading in Parliament foi the i eduction of the 
Home (Foieign) Chaiges It was moved by 
Mr Gr K Gokhale, who remaiked that the state- 
ments made in the debate on Lord Noithbrook’s 
motion furnished an indictment, if the Government 
were ever put on its trial , it was admitted that 
burdens 3ustly belonging to England were tin own on 
India, and the Duke of Argyll said the grievance 
should be lemoved befoie India heaid of it, as though 
Mr Wacha had not piotested against it from the 
Congress platfoim ! Home Chaiges had inci eased 
from £7 millions to £16 millions m 30 years With 
part of this the House of Commons had nothing to 
do, but it could deal with the India Office and the 
Aimy The foimer might pass, foi although it paid 
liberally its “ respectable and at the same time useless 
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Then followed a protest against the exchange com 
pensation allowance to Europeans and Eurasians — 
Hesolntion XV — that the Viceroy had called the 
onme of the 20th of June moved bv the Hon 
ilr Snrendranath Bannerji, who charged ' the 
Government of India with trifling inth the interests 
of the people and having been gnilty of injustice to 
the interests committed to its care by granting this 
ftbanrd allowance to its non-domioiled Enropeans, 
It IS a grave charge but I male it deliberately 
The Government he pointed ont never had fnnds for 
reforms. No money to improve the police no money 
to separate judicial and execntive functions no 
money for sanitation 

But when it comes to a question of grunting com 
pensatioD to the Services, then Goreminent In ss noh as 
the richest OoTerument m the world and from whom is 
this money toLen ? Too beard yesterday the story of 
India a porerty related in graphic and earnest lan^sge 
by Pandit Madui Mohan yon heard on the high^ 
omcLsl authority that 20000 000 of pe<mle had died of 
starratian m the Uat few years you heard that 40 000 000 
liTB on one meal a day end now these 40 000 000 people 
will be burdened wit& additional taxation. They will be 
Htinted of their food, of their nee and of their salt in 
order that the highly paid officials of the Goremment 
may be provided with their usual brandy beef and 
champagne. I tliinh it is on unatterahle shame 
are the ehOdren of the soil we are the helots of the 
land the hewers of wood ond the drawers of water and 
we exist for the Semcee, the gods, of the bareaucracy 
Dlostnons men of Bombay men of the Punjab, men of 
northern India, men of Bengal, let us combine, let us take 
a firm stand and let ns not rest till we have succeeded 
in connneing these gods of their iniquities let us not 
rest till we have disenchanted them of the illusion 
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uudei •\\bicli they laboiu, nmnel} that the couiiti^> is theirs 
and not ours Tlie country is ours and theiis , and India 
IS foi England and also for India , primarily for India 
and secondarily foi England 

Mr W A Cliainbers seconded tlie motion in a 
sfciong speech, denouncing the compensation as 
neither Cliiistian^ nor iighteons Mi D E Waclia 
suppoited with some telling statistics 

Resolution XVI Ayas a lequest to tlie Goveinmeiit 
to put an end to forced laboui, moved by Lala Dliarm 
Das Sail and seconded by Lala Kanak^m Lai in an 
impassioned speech He pointed out that forced 
labour was slavery, and England put down slaveiy 
in Africa, but ivinked at it in India It ivas foi- 
bidden, but officials used it 

Resolution XVII thanked Lord Noithbiook for 
pleading in Parliament for the i eduction of the 
Home (Foreign) Chaiges It was moved by 
Mr Gr K Gokhale, avIio remaiked that the state- 
ments made in the debate on Loid Xoithbrook’s 
motion furnished an indictment, if the Government 
Avere ever put on its trial , it AA^as admitted that 
burdens 3 ustly belonging to England Avere thrown on 
India, and the Duke of Argyll said the grievance 
should be lemoved befoie India heard of it, as though 
Mr Wacha had not piotested against it from the 
Congress platform I Home Chaiges had inci eased 
from £7 millions to £16 millions m 30 yeais With 
part of this the House of Commons had nothing to 
do, but it could deal Avitli the India Office and the 
Army The former might pass, foi although it paid 
liberally its “ respectable and at the same time useless 
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and miochievouB old gentlemen ” the item wafl 
comparativelv small Bat the Home Military 
Chargee bad men from £2 inillions to over £6 
iniUione and the recnute which coat the AVnr Office 
£10 per head were charged to India at £10'i per 
mnn IVhen hnglaud borrowed Indian troopa she 
forgot to pal fjr them when India borrowed English 
troopft, nhe paid all ordman and extraordinary 
ex pen see 

Mr D B Chakradev eeconded and the Heaolntion 
wna earned 

Resolution XVIII ask«Ml for the raising of the 
Chief OooTt of the Panjab to a High Court Resolu 
tion ZXK thanked the electors of Central Finsbury 
and Resolntion SS. assigned Rs 60 000 for the 
Bntnih Committee and India Resolntions XXf 
XXn and ‘yX’ITT followed thanking Sir William 
A\ edderburn and the Bnhsb Committee re-nppoint- 
ing Mr A. 0 Hume aa General Secretary and fixing 
on Madras os the meeting place of the next Congress 
Then a vote of thanks to the President was carried 
and wnth a few words from him the Ninth Cougresa 
was dissolved 


RBBOtiUnOIfS 

BsprassotatJon 

I He»ol ed— Thst thJ Ooogiw* whll* tendorfog fU mc»t 

Iwir tla k* t Rii EreoUemey the VlocTOT far thairbendijiWttn 

which he hM ei>de«n>arvd to ulre effect to the Indigo OotomU* Act 
! 1892, regreti to hero to pnt on record the fset*, that like In the 
Rnlea of the Oorernnient of India and In the practice of mewt of the 
Local aorernmeBU, notably la that of the OorenuneBt of Bomhar 

material Ueratlcma are nroeaporr If real effect ta to be giren to the 
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spint of tlutf A(.t, tliut tUc Pai\ 3 nb, one of the most important 
Provinces in the Empiro, is still denied the right to bo roprcsciitod, 
citlici 111 the Yicoroj’s or in ani Ijocnl Council 

X 

lisgislative Gounoil and High Court (Panjab) 

II Resohed — That tins Congress, in concunencc nith the 
lirst Congress held at Bonibai in 1885 and other subhoquent 
Congresses, considers that the creation of a Legislatnc Council foi 
the Proiince of the Paiijab is an absolute necessitj foi the good 
government of that Piovnnce, and, hav ing regal'd to the fact that a 
siniilai Council has been ercated foi the United Provinces, hopes 
that no time will be lost in creating sncli a Council 

XYIII Resolved — I’liat in the opinion of this Congicss, the 
tune has non come to rui«e the status of the Chief Coui't of the 
Punjab to that of a Chartered High Com t, in the interest of the 
administration of justice in that Pi-ovince 

Confirmation of Previous Resolutions 

IlL Rcbolv cd — That this Congress concurs with its pixidecossors 
in stronglj adv ocatiug — (repeats ovactlj Resolution Y of 1892, Eighth 
Congress) 


Civil Medical Service 

lY Resolved — That this Congress is of opinion that the time 
lias arnved when, in the interest of public medical education and 
the advancement of medical science and of scientific work m this 
countij, as also in the cause of economic adniinistnition, the Cml 
Medical feeince of India should be reconstracted on the basis ot 
such sen ices in othei cn ilised countries, wholly detached from and 
independent of the Military service, so as to give full effect to the 
educational policj of Government, which is to encourage education 
for its own sake in every branch, and to raise a scientific modicnl 
profession in India by throwing open fields for medical and 
scientific work to the best talent available and indigenous talent 
in particular 


Liegal 

YI Resolv ed — That this Congress having now foi many 
successiv e years v aiuly appealed to the Gov eminent of India to 
remove one of the gravest stigmas on British rule in India, one 
fraught with incalculable oppression to all classes of the communitv 
tliroughout the country, now hopeless of any other ledress, humbly 
entreats the Secretary of State for India to oiiler the immediate 
appointment, in each Province, of a Committee (one half at least, 
of whose members shall be non official natives of India, qualified 
by education and experience in the workings of the various Courts 
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to de*] with the qnettlun) to prep«i« ewch » ichfine th« 
complete •cpMutkra ot *11 Jodictal end Ei*outl*n fnnotfcm« In tb^r 
own ProrincG with i little addltlanel co«t to tho State M may bo 
prractlcable, and the labmiaelcm oS each ecV^nie*, 'with the com 
menti of the eOTeml Indian Ooremment* thereon to hJmielf at 
Boiuo earlj date which he maj bo pleaaed to fix. 

Proctitation 

Til Hewol ed— That thU Oonffreaa hatin* conalderod the 
Heport fthe ParHamontaiy membora of the India Office Committee 
cm the •nbieot of the Enlet, Ordora and Pmotlcee m Indian Oanton 
raenta witn regard to pro^totfon and conta^ona diaeaae beiebj 
endoiwea their oonclnakraa 

1 That tho ayatem and tnoldental practic*a deecribed in that 
Report and the atatirtory rolea, ao far aa they anthoriaed or permitted 
th aame d d not accord with the plain meaning and intention of 
th reaolatkm f the Honao f Oommema exf June fith, 18SS i end 

1. That the only eflectlTe method of pre'ccntiiig theae ayiteta 
atlo ataipracticea U by axpma leglalaUoo 

Powerty 

VUT Eeeolred — That thla Oongreaa, eoDonrnng in tho riewa 
Mt f rth h) prerkoa Conj^maaea, affirms 

That faDy A/ty mSIfona of the popnlatlon, a number yearlv 
hiCTeasliig are draggiofr oot a miaerable fi:dateDce oo the rttgo of 
atarration, and thatm rery decade aereral milliocis aetnally perish 
bT Btarration, 

And hnmbty orsea, once more that immgdiat e steps be tahen 
to rermedy thi> ralsmltooa state of afTaira. 

Foreai Iaws 

IX, Heaolred— That haring regard to the verr seriona 
discontent created, especially Id P ninsnlar India and m certain 
hilly tracts In th Pan^ab, by the practical dmlnlstration of th 
rarest Iaws, the norernraent of India be most teapeo Lf nlly. hot 
oarnesUy, otrested to inrestigate this matter carefully and endear 
oor to mitigate its harshness and render it less obnoxicnis to tho 
poernr clasMss. 


Perxnanant Battlamaitt 

X Reeolred— Th t this Oongeesa baring on many preTtooa 
occaston urged on the Ooremment of India the neoeadty for 
giring ss was premised by the British Gorernmont orer thirty 
years sgn, fixity ^nd permanence to the Lend Berenoe demand, 
wheretrr this hi not already been cotureded, desires now to 
reiterate mphatically thl recommendation and to call ttentloo to 



THE NINTH CONGRESS 


179 


tho profomid alarm \\ Inch has been created bj the action of Grovoni- 
ment in interfering n ith the evisting pei inanent settlement in 
Bengal and Beliar (in the inattei of the sun ej and othei cesses) 
and mth the terms of the sanads of the pcrmanontlj settled estates 
in I^ladms, and deemuig such tamjiering mth solemn iniblic pledges, 
no matter under n hat protcnces, a national cnlamitj , hereby' 
pledges itself to oppose, iii nil possible legitimate ivajs, anj and all 
such renctionan att icks on pormnncnt sottlemonts and their 
holders 

XI Resolved — That this Congress legiets evtromelj that the 
Goremment of India ha\ e not onlv failed to cnrrr out the pledges 
for a permanent settlement in tlie Pinmiccs in n Inch it does not 
exist (gir en b\ the Secretary of State in his despatches of 1862 and 
1865) but hare also faded to giro effect to the policj ot granting a 
inodi6ed fixity of teiiui-e and imiiiiiiiit} from oiihancoments, laid 
domi in 1882 and 1884- by the Go\ eminent of India, and approred 
bv the Secretnrr of State 


Education 

XII Eesoh ed— That this Congiess is of opinion that it is inex- 
pedient in the present state of Education in thecoiintn, that 
Goremment grants foi High Education should in any nar be 
mthdrarvn, and concurring mth pier ions Congresses, affirins in the 
most emphatic manner, the importance oi increasing tho public 
expenditure on all branches of Education, and the expediency (in 
ruerr to the promotion of one of the most essential of those branches, 
1 e , the technical,) of appointing a mixed Commission to enquire into 
the present industnal condition of tho country , and looking to the 
great iKiverty of many classes of the communit} , strongly recom- 
mends, that in all classes of Government oi Municipal Schools and 
Colleges, all fees shall be reduced in propoition to the moans of 
parents and relations and remitted rv holly in tho rase of rery pool 
students , and, focussing the universal opinion of the Indian Com- 
niimity that undue stress is being laid at present upon mere mental 
der elopment, this Congress earnestly recommends that henceforth, in 
all grades and classes of Schools and Colleges, at least equal attention 
should be der oted to the physical development of the students 

Executive and Bench 

XIII Resolr ed — That this Congress regrets to notice that the 
Secretary of State for India in his recent despatch to the Govern- 
ment of India has enmiciated the doctrine that occasions may arise 
m rvhich it may be the duty of the Executive Government to 
criticise Judicial errors, the Congress being of opinion that such 
criticism IS calculated to shako the confidence of the people in the 
independence of Judicial tribunals 
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HosAtary 

XIV B**olTTd — Thiit tBia Oongraai pUce* oo record It* de«p 
rejiret at tit* rccont haatj IcgtaUtkm f the Goramraent of Indk 
cloalng the lurtlan mint galnat the pnrate eoliuige of aflrer 
wherebT the people of thl* cotintrj- hare been anbjected to forth r 
i direct tJixarton f a bordenenme and Indeflnite chnreotor and 
«TTT of the m )*t Important tindea and IndoatriBa, notnUy tho ItlU 
Indiatry haco been aerioTialj dlacti^mnlaed and Injored, 

XV floaolved— That thia Con|fre*a record* it* erajhatk? 
pcote«t gmlnat the Bichang® CtnnpenaatWm AUcrwance RTanted to 
tbo nndoTntrfled European and Bnrnatan employee* of Oorernment 
(nrolTing an mmnal expendltim of orer a croro of H p***, end t 
the RanVa, to th xtent of £131/100 at a time when the flaaiirlal 
ritnatlofi of the country i* far from aathrfactory and the conntrr I* 
threatened with addltkroal tanthm. 

Foroad lAboar axid BnppUM 

XTT Reaolred — That the Oorernment of India bo tn red» 
once f U to put a itop Ire new and eipcree legUlaticm, (the 
erlatl g prorlticni of the Penal Oode haring jvored inoperattre) to 
the riiting pproaaire ayatem <rf forced laboor (loown • Brpor) 
and f reel contrfh tlon* of etippKe* (known a* fZa*a<7>) wMchl 
deaptte anmeron* Baaolutiona of the Qt^rnment of India, are atfli 
pierelent thrrmgh India 

Thank* of Oongroaa 

Y Reeolred — That thia Congreas dealrea to thank the BrltLih 
Honee of Oomioona f th Ir Joat and wlae rote tn regard to 
Sicnnltaneoa* Hxamloatkma tn Eogtand and in India, and utoet 
earneetlj pray that aagu*t body to Inal*t npon the! order* being 
giren prompt fleet to by the Becretary of 8tat for India nnd th 
Gorernnionl of Indio. 

XTII Hoeolred — That thl Oongreaa t ndera it* moat lucere 
thank* to Lord Nerthhrook for hi* powerfol drocaoy of India 
ckbn to ha e he burden f Horn cWgea reduced, and reapect 
fnllr entreoti tl e Hooae of Coramona to appol t at a early date a 
CommlUee of the! Iloiioorebl Honae to arrlre at aome eqnJtal 1 
eetUenie t f th matter 

XIX. ’aeao'ired-That thh Congreaa tender* It* beet thank* to 
toe Elect r» of Oentrml Pinabury both for tbel kindly armpathT In 
U* bjeet *Tui (or haring »o generonaW accorded to It the ralmble 
aerrlcre of their hoDonrad member U Naoroji wh la deatl ed,the 
1 ^ ^ reprreent both Central Plntotny and IndJn 

1 the Brltlah Hoa»e of rarihiment 
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XXI Eesoh ed — That thi<i Congress liorob} tenders its most 
gmtefnl ncknon lodgments to Sii W Weddorbuin and the members 
of the British Congress Committee for the semcos rendered In 
them to India during the past joni 

Congress Work 

XX Resolved — That a sum of Rs 60,000 bo assigned foi 
the expenses of the Bntish Committee and the cost of the Congress 
Pnblication, Jiuha, and that the BO\eml circles do contribute as 
aii-anged either non, oi hereafter in Committee, for tlie veai 1894 

Formal 

XXII Resohcd — That this Congicss le-appoints All A 0 
Hume, C B , to be its General Secretars foi the ensuing vcar 

XXIII Eesoh ed — That the Tenth National Congiess do 
assemble on such da} after Christmas Da^, 1894, ns may be later 
determined upon, at lladras 


16 



CHAPTHa X 

Thi Congreas of 1894 marked the close of the first 
decade of its work and it came back to Madras after 
seven years to find the fair city stronger than ever 
m her devotion to the work. Re 40 000 had been 
collected by the Reception Committee before the 
Congreas met, and 1 delegatee gathered m the 
hnge pandal which gave accommodation to nearly 
6 000 people The delegatee from Madras Presidency 
of conrse headed the list 


ilsdrtLS 

947 

Bomb^ (128) Smdh (4) 

C Berkr and 'Seoondershad 

1S2 

37 

Bengal 

N W P and Ondh 

30 

13 

Pan jab 

4 


1,163 


Madras is so far eontb that it is difiScnlt for dele- 
gates to reach her but she w one of the beet perhaps 
the best organised circle 

December 26th was the first day of the Con 
grass and the Hon Mr P Rangiah Naidu, 
as the Chairman of the Reception Committee 
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welcomed the delegates, and i emarked that as 
then influence giew, opposition greAv also, and 
pointing as pi oof to the Pailiainentary Blue Book 
on Simultaneous Examinations, showing the “ stiain- 
ing of the lelations between educated Indians and 
the officials,^’ who ciied down the men educated in 
the schools and colleges founded by the British, 
characterising them as a class of disloyal men, 
devoid of influence witli then own counti 3^1011 and 
incapable of dischaiging an}' responsible public 
duty^’ He desciibed the evils winch arose fiom the 
class of Englishmen who came to India merel}'^ to 
earn their living and had no peimanent stake in the 
country, but who influenced opinion “ An absentee 
Government involves a fiightful stiTiin on the 
country’s financial lesouices, an oveigroivn militaiy 
system absorbs one-thiid of the net revenue, the 
Flee Trade piinciples thiust on us have destioyed 
the old industiies, the population has giown in 
advance of the food suppl}”^, and poveity is inci easing 
fiom year to year ” Aftei offeimg waim thanks 
to Colonel Moore, the Chairman of the Madias 
Municipality, foi much kmdly help, he called on 
the Congress to elect its Piesident 

E,a3a Sii Savalai Pamaswami Mudaliai pioposed, 
and Ra]a Ranipal Singh seconded, the election of 
Mr Alfred Webb, M P , an Irishman 

In taking the chan, the President glanced at the 
past of the Congiess, and mentioned the death of 
Mr Charles Bradlaugh, M P , than whom ‘‘ you 
never lost a better nor an abler friend Pew men 
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were ever so sincerely mourned by a larger proper 
tion of the haman race fhere spoke the gratitude 
of an Inshmau to Ireland s true fnend hlr Webb 
pointed to the figuree of Indian taxes spent abroad 
26 |>er cent of your total expenditure No country 
could permanently afford anch a dram He urged 
the well worn arguments on taxation on agriculture 
on representation and concluded by declaring that 
the Congress was in trutli the greatest combined 
peaceful effort for the good of the largest number of 
the human mce that history has recorded ” 

At the conclusion of llr Webb s speech a generous 
gift of Ke 10 000 to the Congress funds from the 
Raja of Ramuad was aonounced the Subjects 
Committee was condrmed aud the Oougrees adjourned 
The work of the second day began with the reeding 
of the rules for the conduct of business and 
ilr D B. Waoha moTed Resolution I protesting 
against the injustice of imposing excise duties on 
cotton goods crippling the infant mill industry of 
India and saenfiemg the lutereets of India to those 
of Lencashire He pmued the Government of India 
for its resistance to the Excise Bill and blamed the 
Secretary of State The tax was unjust and it was 
also impolitic for it retarded indnstrial development 
He lamented the helplessness of the Government 
of India remarking that it might as well cease to 
exJ^ if it was merely the registrar of the ukases of 
the g^eat autocrat for tlie time being nt Westmins- 
ter The Hoit. Jfr A- Sabapati Mndaliar seconded 
the Resolution and it was earned 
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Resolution II, moYed by Mr Baikuntliauatb Sen, 
wlio Lad seconded a similar one m 1893, expiessed 
the alarm caused by the breach of the Gorernment 
pledges as to settled estates, and its inteiference with 
the permanent settlement in Bengal and Bihar The 
Hon hir Hatu seconded, and pointed out how Bombay 
was being ruined by resettlements, the increase in 
SIX Talnqs in the Ratnagin and Albag Distiicts being 
1,200 pel cent The entire assessment in Bombay 
Avas increased by 12 lakhs An amendment Aims 
moved but there Avas no seconder, and the Hon 
Ml Kalyanasundi'am lyei supported the lesolution, 
pointing out that in a countiy where 80 per cent of 
the population cultivated the land, there Avas really 
no unearned increment to be claimed by the State 
Mana Yiki'ama Ra]a spoke for Malabar, where Hindu 
ruleis had imposed no taxation, and there had been 
much trouble oA^er the question, foi a peimanent 
settlement had been gmnted in 1803 and 1805, and 
any mterfeience Avas a bieach of faith Foui othei 
speakers followed, and the Resolution Avas earned 
Mr Seymour Keay, M P moAmd Resolution III on 
lemedying the poveity of India, and said that after 
32 years of close intercouise vinth the Indian masses, 
he Aims obliged to recognise as a cause the enoimous 
cost of an alien Government Some of them had 
tiled to foice an enquiiy in the House of Oomrnon^^ 
into the state of the masses, and then powei to sus- 
tain the enormous cost of GoAminment He shoAAmd 
hoAv tlie Seuet Hepaitment of the GoAmiiiineiit of 
India had been used to obtain figuies to contioveit 
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etatemente that had been made and how they bad 
forced Sir John Gorirt to put the Blue Books in their 
hands He then ffave many figures from these ^ and 
finally declared that India a only hope lay in bringing 
the facts before the English Parliament and people 

Oooe inform them of the tmth and I say and I say 
it with all asanranoe that the great heart of the Engban 
Netion will grant yon both apeedy and effective remedy 

Alfla 1 how often we have heard that but the great 
heart does not reapnond. Bat I believe that an agita 
tion in Britain baaed on facta and figures would move 
the British Bemocraoy Successive British Govern 
ments have long known it but they will not see We 
must reach the Democracy It tnC be reached by the 
little book mentioued below and by the Enghab. 
Dmaiou of the Home Bole League 

Mr Naudi secouded the Resolation and pointed 
out that the highest officials were kept m ignorance 
of facta and even when on tour the addreeses present- 
ed to them contained the views of the offlciaU not 
of the people supposed to present them hence they 
inevitably lived in a roseate atmosphere and were 
angry with any who spoke of the facta Here and 
there a couacientions officer mentioned the facts 
ilr H C Irwin of the Bengal Civil Service wntmg 
of the poverty of Oudh said While the mdliona 
suffer from chronic hunger it would be aa easy to 
make a pyramid stand upon its apex os to regenerate 
them by ornamental legislation or by anything bnt 


‘ A mmlwT of aw firon h» mj Uttla book, India— a 
^ J *0^ PropJo Books. Lot ns se« the effect. 


lioHo 
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putting them beyond the ceaseless piessure of physi- 
cal nant^^ He stoinl} added lhat Oudh had been 
annexed on the plea of the degiad.ilion ot the 
cultivatoi’s , let it not be said that AMth all the 
means in oiii haiuH of i.iismg the peasanti^ of Oudh 
from the squalid povei fy and debasement which foi 
centuiies p.ist have been their lot, we ignobly suffeied 
themtopeiish ” Lala Muilidhar siqipoifed, saicastic- 
ally sa'^ mg that as it vas '‘easiei foi a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle tlian for a iicli 
man to entei into the kingdom of heaven,” the people 
of India should sinely be happv, since ‘‘the doors of 
heaven have been opened to > on while they have 
been shut against all the people of Em ope” The 
pool need not feai thieves As foi facts and figuies 

Go and see those figuies in houses and see then 
squalid condition, pale and miseiable, vith no food to eat, 
and with no dunk to take, and with no salt Well, then, 
IS not that the condition of anchoiites and holy jieople H 
T\Tiat do yon i\ant more '' Why do you ask the Goiein- 
ment for this or that ? You aie an ungiateful people 
Really you aie You ask to be admitted to the Govern- 
ment of jour countiy V^Tiy should you have all this 
botheiation ^ Humeious troops have been piovided to 
protect you and your lives Numeious cml officials have 
taken the care off }oui shouldeis Then what do you 
want more P 

Mr Yislinupada Chattel ]i followed with fuithei 
quotations from Government authoiities, and aftm a 
Telugu speech fiom Mi Paithasarati Naidu, the 
resolution was cairied 

Mr Bardley Norton was called on to move Resolu- 
tion IV, asking for the abolition of the India Council, 
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Without which the re-oonstitntion of the Le^fialfltiTe 
Councils WHS useless At present we stand aand 
wiched between officials in India and officials in 
Europe ” The Council members 

were ewared by the snme official interest, trained in 
the wunft offinol career ateepod in the same official pre- 
judices as the men out here wlio, also with the best 
of intentions, are resolutely endeavouring to thwart and 
nbetmct vour moral material and political reforms 

He quoted some striking opinions of English statea- 
uien oil the way in which the Council and the 
Secretary of State worked no dne seemed to know 
which was the real power 

li the Secretary of SlaU is to be controlled br the 
Ooancil then abolish the Secretary nf State li the 
Ocancil is to be oontroUed by the becretnrv of State then 
abolish the OounuL The dual ezietence is useless, danger- 
ODs, expensive obetructrve 

He gave instances of commercinl incapecity encb 
as sanctioning the Calcutta and B B Bailway against 
Lord Canning s protest guaranteeing interest at 6 per 
cent and when it was practically bankmpt, buying 
it at half a million sterling 6 per cent interest was 
guaranteed on a million eterbng for the Madras Im 
gation Company and as the work never paid its ex 
penses it was purchased for India at par It bought 
at 1 000 per share the shares of the Elphinstone 
Land and Press Company aelling in the market at 
A Conned oi twelve memliers so incapa 
ble at £ 1 200 a year each was dear Then pohti 
cally Mr Gladstone liad remarked 

b^denly in the dork in the pnvscy of the Council 
Chamber I behervo m siisuer to a telegram, withcrat the 
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knowledge of Parliament without the knowledge of the 
country, a law was passed, totally extinguishing the 
freedom of the native press I think a law such as that 
is a dibgiace to the British Empire 

What would Grladstone have said of the deeper 
disgi’ace of the Pi ess Act of 1910 ? Aftei a caustic 
review of the expenses of the India Council, including 
the wages of 28 housemaids, 1 housekeepei and 
3 charwomen, Mr Norton gave way to Mr B N 
Mudholkai, who seconding the Resolution remarked 
that the Council was supposed to protect Indian 
interests, but it had failed and egregiously The 
Resolution was passed, and an invitation from the 
Cosmopolitan Club for the 29th December was extend- 
ed to the Congress 

The thud day, the 28th December, began vnth 
Resolution V, asking for a Select Committee of 
the House of Commons to enquire into Indian 
hnance, and Rai Bahadur C Jambulingam Mudaliai 
gave some striking facts to piove the need for 
enquiry He specially thanked hli Westland, 
the Financial Secietaiy to the Government 
of India, Avhose sophistry and bad logic had 
attracted exceptional attention to the Indian Budget, 
and exposed Sir Richaid Temjrle’s fatuous statements 
Ml H Morgan- Browne seconded, and took up the 
question of the Famine Insuiance Fund, quoting the 
solemn promise of the Government that the money 
raised by the new taxation should Ire devoted wholly 
to Famine Relief .ind Insuiance, and yet out of 24 
crores of rupees thus raised only 16 cioies had been 
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uBed aa promised He touched on the Exchange 
Compensation on the Stores ’ one of the meanest 
and most cormpt departments India iras made to 
pay Bs 120 000 for a ball in Constantinople on the 
gronnd that it 'wofl v?eU for India to be on good terms 
with the Saltan of Turkey — by means of a ball 
ontraging Oriental and Mnsalman >news of decency I 
Mr G Snbramania Iyer nrged that there vnia no 
responsible anthority to control Indian adnunistration 
and remedy its defects and the interests of India 
snSered Sir IViUiam Hnnter in TJte Time# impugned 
the honesty of the Gkirernmont of India and where 
sncb accnaations were made enquiry was needed 
kfter two other speeches the Hesolntion was earned 
The Hon. Mr Sarendransth Bannerji was then 
called on to more Resolution VI on the evergreen 
snbject of Simaltaneons ETaminations and laid 
special stress on the way in which the promisee of 
equal treatment had been broken. He csonclnded 
with R glowing picture of the land of promise on 
which their eyes were fixed 

where thnr fetter* will fell off their badge of 
political slavery will diaappeer wbere order the 

foetenng infloenco of free political institutions, they will 
develop a cinlisatinn the noblest which the world has 
ever seen the emblem of mdisaoluhle union between 
EnglsJod and India, a oiviliiiation franght with nnspeei 
able bleasmps to the people of India and nnspeatable 
reno^rn to the Eng^lish xuunn 

Tlio Hon Rnja Bornpal Singh seconded and was 
followed by Mr R Venkata Snbbe Rao Mouln 
Hafia Abdul Rahim Mr M V Jothi and Professor 
G K Goklinle The last named pointed out that 
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tlie idea of an “ irreducible minimum of Euiopeans 
in the Service had now been boldly put forwaid 
foi the fiist time The Secietaiy of State and the 
Groveinment now said that the higheiSt posts must 
'^for all time to come be held by Euiopeans ” That 
meant ^ 

that the present arrangement should be perpetuated 
and IS, in fact, an attempt to keep us always under as a 
subject race Gentlemen, is it not plamly our duty as 
men not to allow this barefaced attempt to succeed P 
Let our opponents put themselves into our position, and 
then say what they would feel I believe tliey will allow 
that it IS not wrong to love one’s country I believe 
they will allow that it is not VTong to have a high ideal 
for one’s country And then I believe they will allow 
that it IS not wrong for us to be dissatisfied with oui 
present condition Well, gentlemen, the pledges of equal 
treatment which England has given us have supplied us 
with a high and woithy ideal foi our Nation , and if these 
pledges are repudiated, one of the strongest claims of 
British rule to our attachment will disappeai 

Ml Gokhale was fglloived by Mi Ghulam Ahmed 
Khan and kli Sejmoui Keay, who lemarked that 
the Blue Book had “ not a hint oi whispei in it of 
any admission that the natives of India have even 
the faintest light to live on their owm soil, much 
less that they have any piefeiential claim ovei the 
othei subjects of the Biitish Empiie to admiiiistei in 
then own countiy ” The Resolution ivas then 
earned unanimously 

The Hon Mi N Subba Rao moved Resolution VII 
on the leciuitment foi the Judicial Seince, and com- 
plained of tlie system w Inch made men judges with- 
out an^ sufficient tiaining in laiv These gentlemen 
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then supplied some of the Judges of tho High 
Court 50 that litigation has become a qaestioh of 
garablmg and no one can be sure nohnthstanding 
he has a good case that that would be the view 
which would prevail in the Courts Air K G Nntu 
seconded Air A R Kriftbua Iyer supported and the 
Resolntiou was earned. 

Resolution on the Aledical Service was moved 

bv Dr Bahadur]! who proved by definite fig^nres 
and tacts the gross injustice done by fhe pnvileged 
position of tlie memben* of the I ACS to the Sub- 
ordinate Aledical Service thoogb some of tlie latter 
had passed higher eduoational tests than the men 
of the IMS The latter rose from Ra 500 to 
Hi 2 500 while the former rose from Rs 100 to 
Bs 200 He also nrged 

Then there are two other enbstments for the sub* 
ordmate samce — one mUrtary and the erther ctvQ — the 
former being open to Chnetiana ooly Bat see what 
difference the eletnent of religiorrmakee in the treatment 
accorded to the two oltunea. John, the Chnstmn and 
Panda, the non Ohnetion, both >(e©k admiunon to their 
re*pect\T8 twrvicea. John the Ohnatmn, need not know 
more than the High School fourth standard readmg 
writing and enniB, but Panda the non Ohnatian, must 
pnu a much higher teat. They both go through the 
same profesflional course and examination If anything 
Paudu has to undergo n severer examination. Jobn, the 
Chnstian, then begins as a Military Apothecary and 
works under the regitnental Surgeons. His salary 
ranges from Rs. 50 to Ha. 4o0 He may however be 
promoted to tlie uDcoTcnanted grade and given even 
Rs. 760 by being found a post in the Oivil Depart 
meot. His new designation is Assistant Surgeon, 
lAI 8 sud be rises from th© rank of Lieutenant to that of 
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the verdicU given by junea aa before 1872 and the 
removal of tbe Gkjvemment a power to appeal against 
acquittals — that scandalona piecnlianty of Indian law 
Mr K N Deemuki seconded and Mr AmbitaCharan 
Morumdar made a splendid and argumentative sjieech 
in support full of facts The effect he said finally 
of the law was to divide the population into two 
castes European Brahmanaa and Indian Shudras 
and after pointing out that the place where a murder 
was committed decided whether the accused 
should be dealt with as a true citneen or as 
bondsman he fimshed with a passionate appeal 

Str we are judged without evidence and candemued 
without trial ' Alas, we seem to be nobody's care, Evsn 
the ViceroT whom we loyally welcome as a hereditary 
ruler lu h\& aimet j to accentuate the invidious distinction 
of colour has lost no tune m issuing on his own motion 
confidential oircolars to protect tbe rights of those who 
virtually need no protection. But tbou^ the people have 
been long crying for help in this and other connections, 
the Gods are asleep, mud tnere is no responae to their call. 
Is the race of British phflanthropists extmct ? And have 
the mighty builders of this vast Empire left no heritage 
of broad and noble ideals of justice for their sucoessorB P 
"We are not appeabng to Jews or Ccesaoka, but to those 
for whom they proudly say Milton wrote and Sydney died, 
and for vbom the Magna Carts was obtained and, in 
TTiftlnnp our present nppeel, we ore asking not only for tbe 
protection of our life, bberty and property but also for 
the vindieatifm of the honour and dignity of the great 
Bntish Constitution 

Tho Resolution was earned 

Resolution XU the familiaT separation of Judicial 
and Executive functions wasmoved seconded snpjxirt 
ed and earned and once more the status of a High 
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Coiirt was claimed for tlie Pan-jab (No XIII) No XIV 
was on Military Expenditure, and was moved and 
seconded by two powerful speakers — the Hon Mr 
C Sankaian Nair and Mr D E VVaclia Being 
carried, it was followed by Resolution XY on Educa- 
tion, and then came the Omnibus, driven this time 
by Pandit Bislian Naiayaiia Dhai Four other 
speakeis weie the hoises di awing it to victory 

Resolution XAHI protested against the fuither 
powers confeired on magistiates as most aibitrary, 
dangerous and unwise, and was earned after two 
short speeches by Messrs R N Mudholkar and 
M B Namjoshi Re'^olution XVIII thanked the 
Government of India foi its ciiculai in October 1894, 
declaring that fiscal inteiests must be subordinated 
to the needs of the ryots in the management of 
forests, a good lesult of the three preceding Sessions 
of the Congiess 

A Government of India Notification of June, 1891, 
depiiving the Pi ess of libeH}^ m teiritories under 
British administration m Feudatory States, foimed 
the subject of the next Resolution (No XIX), moved 
by Mr P Ramachandra Pillai, one of the delegates 
fioni Secunderabad, a place affected by the Notifica- 
tion, which lan as follows 

"Wiereas some misappiehension has hitherto existed 
as to tlie legulations m foice in teintory nndei the 
administiation of the Govern or- General in Council, but 
bejond the limits of British India, vith lefeienee to 
nevspapcis published vitliin such territorv, the Goveinor- 
General in Council has been pleased to make the following 
ordei 
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1 No newspaper or other printed wort, whether 
periodioal or other eoDtaining pabho new* or eomments 
on pnhhc news shall withont the written permission for 
the time being m force of the Political A^nt, be edited, 
prmted, or published after the let day ra Angnst 1891 
in any local area administered hj the Governor-General 
m Gooncil bnt not forming part or British India, 

L If after the day aforesaid an^ person shall withoat 
such permission as aforesaid edit, print, or publish any 
such newspaper or other work as ^oresaid in any Buoli 
local area as aforesaid the Political Agent may by order 
in writing 

reqniro him to leave eoch local area within 
eei'en days from the date of such order 


(b) and prohibit hiin from re-entenng; such local 
area wrthout the written penmamon of the Political Agent, 
8 If anv snob order as is mentioned in the last fore- 
nmg paragraph be disobeyed, tbe offender shall be 
liable to forcible expulsion from such local area m pur 
suanee of an order to be made id writing by the Political 
Agent, 


It may be noted that at the present time (Septem 
her 1915) Sir Hugh Daly Resident m Bangalore 
has under this stopped an Engbsh paper which has 
existed there for many years Air G Snbramania 
Iyer then Editor of The Hindu seconded and the 
Resolution was earned 

Resolution XX brought up the consideration of the 
"Water-cess varying in aiuonnt at tbe wiU of tlie 
Government and urged that it should be levied on 
some fixed pnnaple It was effectively moved by 
Air G Yenkataratnam, seconded by Mr Y Y 
Avadhani supported by Mr 8 B Sankarain and 
carried 
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A prorf't (Vo XVI) .in;unvt tlic 

(li''fi.uu‘]ii''Oin(Mit ol indi.ui'- iti .S Vlnta — the liisL of 
Jiiatn pio(e>t^ \\a'' mined iioin (hr Chan and t.uiied 
Jle-'olution XXII nomnntiMl .i depui.ii mii to Luid 
l^lgin, the Xiconn , and Ml l'^)\\hM, ( he Sec i I'tai \ of 
Srafe, to present to rhein ''fane ol the Com>;ie‘'S 
resohition" JIe>'olutinns XXIIl and XXI\ , on the 
grant to the Ihiti^'Ii Coninn(l<*e .ind t onve\ mg the 
tliatilcs of th(' Congu*'^^ foi thmrnoik. llt'^-olntnm 
XX \', iG-appointmg ,Mi V 0 Ilnmc ({(meial 
SeciPinr\ , Ile-'olation XXVJ, h\ing tin* nevt meeting 
of the CongIe-^s at Poona, \\eie c.nned Tlie 
PiGsident then moved .in nnpoit.int Ke-'olntion (Xo 
XXYJl) for ‘shaping a Coubtitiition ioi the Congi e^"', 
and leipiGsted the .Standing Congiobs Committee ol 
Poona to di ift amldiciilate dr.ilt iiile^ amoii” tlie 
rem.uiiing .Standing Coinmitti'es toi report, the whole 
to he consideied hy the ne\t Congie>sS 

A vote of thank'- va-. then to the Piesident, 

and with Ins brief leplv tlie Tenth Congiess closed 

RESOLUTIONS 

Exoiso Duty . 

I Hosohccl-- 

(a) T)mt tins Coiigi'cf:': refipcctfullv ontoiR its cmphntit ]iro- 
test ngninst the mjiisticc and impolicy of iinposiiig excise clut} on 
Cottons miinnfncturccl in Biitisli India, ns such excise is calculated 
to cripple seriously the infant ilfill Indiistiy of this country 

(b) That this Congiess j’uts on lecord its firm connction 
that in pioposing this excise tho interests of India ha\o been sacri- 
ficed to those of Lancashiie, and it stiongly deprecates any such 
surrender of Indian interests hy tho Secietary of State 

(c) That in case tho Bvciso Bill becomes Ian this Congress 
earnestly praj's that tho Go\ommcnt of India mil n ith out delay 
seek tho sanction of the Secietary of State to exercise tho pon eis 
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which the BTl eonfen on Gororjunent to exempt all Cotiona from 
twmtiM to twe tj fotua from the operetlon of the Act, 

(d) That the Prceldent bo nnthoriaed to tcloffruph the abore 
BoaolotKin to th Gorernmentof Ijxdlaand to the Se^tarj f State 

PftTixukxient Settl«m«nt 

n Beaolred — 

("o') That th • Oonyr o e a deatroa to expreaJ the prof-wmd 
alum which haa been croat^ by the actioa of Gorarnm nt in Inter 
feniyr with the ri tluff Permanent Bettlement In Bengal aiid 
Beha (in the matter of Rurrey and other cea^ea) and with the 
terma of uiads of permanently aettled eatmtea hi Uadraa i and, 
deem n^ nch interf ranee with aol mn pledfto* e national calamity 
berebr pled^rea haelf t oppoae In all poaalble lefTltlmats wayi all 
tnoh ra^cttociarT attacbi on P rmanent Settlementa nd their 
holdcra, and rvaolrea to petition Parliament In that behalf 

(6) That thl Oongreaa regnta extremely that the Gorani 
ment of India bare not niy faOed to carry emt the pledgee (glren by 
th Secretary of Scale In hU deapatchea of IS6S and 1865) f r Per 
man nt Betti o nt In tbe Prorinoeo tn which it doea not exist, bnt 
hare alao failed to gtm effect to tbe policy of graatlnK mocked 
fixity f tenue and Immonity from e haneements laid down tn 
1682 and 1681 by the 0 rerament of India and approred by the 
SeeretajT f State i and this Oongreaa hereby entree ts the Goren 
ment of India to grant a modified ddty at tenore and Immonity 
from enhancement of land tax to a vnS[ci€<ntl 7 long pea>od of not 
leas than alxtr jeara, ao aa to seenre to landhol^ra th fall beneflta 
of theix own ImproTeraeDta. 

Porerty 

HI Beeolred — That tfala Cong m ae con om rlng In the rlewa 
aet forth in preTtona Ckmgreaaee, fBrma 

That fnllr fifty mlUlona of the popnlatloa a ninnber yeuly 
incraashig re dragging ont a mlaerable oxlatenoe on th rerge of 
rtarratlon, and that, la erery decade aereral millioni actaally 
perlah by starratlon. 

And hnmbly uigc once more that immediate atepa be taken 
t remedy this caUmltons state of affalra. 

India Oonncll 

n Hcaolred — Th t thla Ooogreaa conaiden tbe Abolition of the 
0<Mnrfl of th Secretary of Btato for India, a atpreaenkconatltTiCed, 
th oeoeaeary jwellmlnary t all other ref mat end soggeata that hi 
lU place a Standing 0 mmlttee of IT mbera W the Honae of 
Commoo bo ppolnted. 



TifJ iiN'xn cmc;in 


199 


Finance 

Y Ro'joht'tl — Tliiit tlii9 riniirn'*!**, ^^llll(> llimikinp Her 

■= GoMnnnt nt for tlie pioim^-o line iiiikU' to iijuioini n 
''oh 1 1 Conimittt'e of Mi inhere of I’niliiiiiu tit ti) oiif|iiiri' into tlio 
fiiiiiiLitil e\pt nditim'' of Ituliti, rifrirtJsnii (tii|iiii} with «o limited n 
«! ope ns Hindi qiinte, niid is of opinion flint if the oinpiirt m to honr 
nin pnctunl fruit it must iiKlnde an nuinirt into the uhilit> of the 
Indinn ]iio]>l« to In ir their exisiinp IniaiK ml Imrdciis, mid into the 
hnnntml relations heiwoen Indm ind the United Kinpdom 

XIV lU'sohed — 'J’hnt h ninp repird to the fiut thnt the 
enilnrrT=‘'ed condition of tin' iiimncLH of the toiintri has been 
piNonp cniipe for prn\o anxKt\ for hoino \ e irs ]i i^t, this Conpropb 
reiortls its hrin coiUKtion that tlio onh rt'iiieih foi thi' proFont 
State of thinps ir a niatennl t nrtnilineiit in the cvjienditiiio on the 
Annv Senicew and other ^lIl^^lr\ lv\pendifnre, Home Charpt's, iiiul 
the ooRt of CimI AdmiiiiRlmt ion, ind in Mew of the pin]iosed 
a])pniniment of a I’arliamcnt in CommittLO to in\estipatc tlio 
subject, thifi ConprtsR btronph retoiiiinemlH that the Standing 
Congress Committees of the i-e\cnd Prcsulcmiop and ProMiiccR 
should, so far ns jirictitnble, iimkc arninpements to bend to Knpland 
at least one well iju ililitfl dolepite fi-om tach Prcsukiicj or ProMiite 
to urge such reduction before the Conimittee 

Public Service 

VI Rcsoh ed — 

(rt) That this Congress exjiresscs its deep sonsc of disniipoiiit- 
ment at the desiiatcli of the Seci-etnn of State siijiiiorting the mows 
of the Go\onimeiit of India on the qiioBtion of Simultaneous Exam- 
intitiotiB, and this Congress herebj jiluccs on record its respectful 
but firm jirotest ngninst the tlesiintcli, as, among other things, 
introducing a new jiriiicijilo inconsistoiit with the Charter Act of 
1833 and the Proclamation of the Qiieoii of 1st Noiombor 1868 (the 
solemn pledges contained in which the Secretary of State and the 
Goicriimont of India now seek to ropudinte) by creating a disability 
founded upon race, for the despatch lays down that a inimmiiin of 
European oflicials m the Co\ enunted Son ice is indispensable 

(h) That m the opinion of tins Conpp-ess the cieation of the 
Provincial Sonnee is no satisfactory or permanent solution of the 
problem, as this Scnico, constituted as it is at present, falls short 
of the legitimate aspirations of the people, and the interests of the 
subordinate Service will not sufTei by the concession of Smiultaneous 
Examinations 

(c) That no attempt has been made to make out a case 
against the holding of Simultaneous Examinations for the recruit- 
ment of the Engineering, Forest, Telepiuph and the higher Police 
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Le^laUtlTa Oounolls uid BoIm 

IX E-MolTWi— 

(o) That thu Oon^rwa, In con e t u t once with the proccdlug 
OongreaM*, ooniiden that the creation of a Lo^ilatire ConnoQ for 
the PtoriDC® of the PanJab la an abaolote noceBaltj" for the good 
Goremni nt of that Prorlnce and baTing regard to tho fact th a t a 
Logialative CoxmcQ haa been oreated fiar the N W Prorlncea, 
orgea that no time be loat tn creating aoeb a OocmcH fo the PanJab. 

(b) That thl* Oengreaa, in oanennenoe with the preceding 
Congreaa, la of optnicni that the Btdea now in foioo nnds the Indian 
Ootmofla Act of 1893 are material^ defeottre, and praya that Hia 
Ercelleocy the Tloeroy in Connofl wfU be jdeaaea to hare freeh 
Bolea framed in a I'berai aplrit, with a new to a better working of 
the Ant and nited to the oonditlona and reqatrementa of each 
Prorlnce. 

Voia of Sympathy 

X. Beaclred — That tbia Oongreea wiahea to expieaa its re- 
•peuLful condolence aympathT with the BoyaJ P mfly of Myaoie 
in their recent aad and anddsn nereaTement, and at the aame time 
to tettify to Ita deep aenae of Ibe loea wbiob baa been matamed in 
the dea^ of the Uahaiaja cf Uywne. not only by the Btat« orer 
which h roled with cneb wtadom ahQJty aad beneficence, but alao 
by all the Indian peoplea, to whom hla conaUluUonal rei|p wu at 
oaee a Ttndtnadon of their p--«iin^l capacity an example for their 
aeti e emoUtkm, and an eaneat t their fotare pcditdcal Uhertiea. 

Bdoimtlcm 

XV Beaolred — That thta Oangreaa la raphatieally of opinion 
that it ii inexpedient tn tha preaentatate f Sdneadon in th ooantry 
that Qoremment granta for Kirter Edneation thonld In any way ti 
withdrawn, and, oononrring with preriona Oongreaaea, afflrma tn the 
moet emphatic manner the Impartanne of tmswaaiDg pnhlio 
expenditure cm U farenchee of Ed catiem and the eexpe^enoy of 
eetahllahing Technical Schoola and CoOegea. 

Oopfirmatiem of Prerloma Baaeltrtlona 

AVI Boeolred — That ikiaCongreet covan with Ita predeoeeaoie 
in etrongly drooatlng— preriona («)—(') 

(J) The diacontinnance of th Exchange Oompenaaiion 
allowance granted to ondotnioiled Eoiopean ami Earaaian empioyeee 
ot Goremment, inrolring an annual enenditure of orer a cr or e of 
while the Exoheqneria Ina eonmtioD of ohronlo embartaaa- 

ment, 

(Ij Th glring fleet to th Eeport of the Pariiamentary 
memlwra of the India Ofllce Committee on the aabjeot of the Bolea 
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r^pilited by «rt*ln (iofinad affording •ecnrity to the 

rigbU r Undoimert and of p«T*otw Inreetinj? mooey in Uind. 

6<mth AfrloA 

HI Hfwolrad— That thl* Ooojfrw e*meirt]y entreat* Her 
lai f**ty' GtrmTUuont tn gnnt the prayer of Hor llajeaty** Indian 
aobjecti roddont i the ^ttth AiHcan Oolonloe, by votoing the BIH 
of tJi Oolotual Govomn ent dlaonftmnohitiiig them. 

Dapnt^tlDB* 

XXJI Rewired — That adepnlationcocitlatiDg of the f H idng 
gentlemen be appohited for tho pm pore of p if entlng Hoaoloticnii 
nnmbenjd 1 2,8 6,7 ^0 11 11,10 l4,16 16,17 IB 19 *0 and 11 to 
Hia Hicelloncy Lord Elgin | and that the Britiah Committeo of the 
Kational Oongrwa be reqneated to amng* a dmilar depotation to 
vait opoQ the Seoracary uf Btate for India In Lcmdcm. 

^roai Bea^ <rad Baho Gia Highneas the Uahaimia 
Bahadur of Hnrbbanga, Blr Romeah Ohandre Uitra Kt Hon Ur 
W 0, Batmerjl Hon. Ur Surendranath fiannerjl, Ur J Ohoanl, 
Babn Religram Singh Ur Shoref od-dln, RaJ Jotoadranath Ghan 
<Thnri and Baba R«fVTmthai>«ti> Sen 

From tia JTortX TTad Protrera* i — Hon. Ba^ Eempal Singh, 
and Hon. Babn Ohara Ohandre UJtr» 

From 0*dX — Shefhh Baja Hnaaela Ur Hamid AU 

Khan and Baba Gnkal Cfaand. 

fVwa tXt Pa jah — Sardar Di^l Bhigl Uajlihla, Mr Kali 
Proaanna Bai U Joaaavrala, Bhafk Umar Bnnhah, l^la Unrlidhar 
and Bahahi Jaiahi Bam 

From BoihMv —Bon- Ur P U Uehta, O.I.H- 
From ifi Ontral Pronmen — H n, Ur G U- Ohltnarla and 
Bai Bahadur 0 Narainawami Naida. 

Prom poo*aj — Bao Bahadar V U- Bhide Ur 8 B Bhato 
Ur H B. Unlo and Ur P 1^ Nagpnrkar 

From Barer r— Ea Bahab Beorao Ylnayat 
fVomlfffdrMi — lUnifdkratmRajaof OallonttHoti Ur febapatl 
Uodaliar Bai Bahadur P Anatida Ohariu and Ur Q Babramania 
Iyer 

Ooii^r««s Vork 

XXHX. Beaolrod — That a earn of Ka. 00,000 he aaaigned tor 
tbo erponaoa of th Britiah Committee and tho coat of th Congreai 
pubHcatlon, Jmd*a and thnt the ■ereral eircloa do cajntrfbnte aa 
arranged, dtbor non- r heraaftor in OommlUee foe tho year laXu 




CHAPTER XI 

The Beoond decade of the life of the National Congress 
opened at Poona the great capital city of Maha- 
rashtra, on December 27, 1896, and it sat for three 
days December 27 28 and 80 the 29th bemg omitted 
as a Sunday No less than 1 684 delegates ^rere pre- 
sent and there was a huge crowd of ruitora. The 
delegates were distriboted as follows 


Bombay (1,246) Sindh (H) 1,257 

Berar 0 P 131 

N W P and Oudh 24 

Beu^ ol 

Pan jab 8 

Madras 116 


1584 

Tlie proceedings of the Congreas opened as nsnal 
with the welcome address of the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee Hao Bahadur V IL Bhide a 
noble and venerable man of seventy years of age 
wbo after a word of welcome asked Professor G K 
Goklmle — os I am a very old man — to read his 
speech At Poona it was he said that Mr A 0 
Home had find disonssod the scheme of the Congress 
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wlfcli Ills Indian friends , Poona had been first 
chosen for its gathering, though the meeting had to 
be transferred to Bombay , and it was fitting that its 
second ten years’ cycle should begin there The 
speech was a paiticulaily fine one, commencing mth 
a lemindei that a bundled years befoie Poona had 
been the ceiitie of a Confederac}’" which held together 
the continent of India fiom the Himalayas to Cape 
Comoiin, from Dwaiaka to Cuttack, and vindicating 
India’s Nationhood Met there weie they, he said, 
* to " do all that is in their power to build up the 
great Indian Nation, which has been then aspiration 
by day and dream b}'- night, and which, if not fulfilled 
before their eyes, will certainly be accomplished in the 
near future ” It was for them to -justify those hopes 
and aspiiations, realise the dream of a united 
and fedeiated India ” The Hon Mr Surendranath 
Bannei]! had been chosen as President, a man who 
“ 30in8 in himself all that is good and enlightened in 
young and in old India,” holding “the foiemost 
place in the heaits of what may well be called the 
hope and blossom of coming years — the hearts of 
many thousands of students ” 

The Hon Mr P Ananda Charlu proposed. 
Dr K N Bahadui]! seconded, and Mr P N 
Mudholkar supported the election of the Hon 
Ml Suiendranath Bannerji, and it was canned by 
acclamation 

Ml Suren diauath Bannei 31, after a few graceful 
words of thanks, leferied to a difference that had 
aiisen as to the Social Conference — put an end to by 
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the tolerant and wise action of ilr Justice Eanade — 
and said that the Congrese was not of one social 
party rather than another 

It IB the CongreBB of United India, of Hindna and 
3IiihaxDmadanB, of Chnstiann, of Parsis and of SiLhs, of 
thoee ^ho Tronld reform their social customs and those 
Tfho ivonld not. Here we stand upon a common platform 
— here we haTe all agreed to bury onr social and rebmoos 
differences ind recogfnise the one common fact that being 
snbjecta of the same Sorereign and living under the same 
Goremment and the same political institntions, we hare 
common rights and cammon grievances. And we have 
called forth this Congress mto existence w^th a new to 
safegfoard and extend our rights and redress onr 
grievances 

The President then enmestly besought the 
delegates to shape a Constitution for the Congress 
In 1867 the Congress appointed a Committee to 
consider what rules if any should be framed They 
reported and a Resolution was passed to opculate 
the suggested rules to the Standing Congress Com 
mittees who were to work on them and report to the 
next Congress of 1888 That was passed in Madras 
and nothing was done till the Congress returned to 
Madras m 1804 although at Lahore in 1898 a wish 
fora Constitution wus expressed In 1894 the Stand 
mg Committee at Poona was requested to drawnp and 
circulate rules they drew them up at the last 
moment and sent them round, but there were no 
reports from the other Standing Committees Let 
them form a Committee to frame roles and report on 
the lost day not circulating them to the Committee 

That IS the old plea for inaction We shall not 



thi. in\i\rn cosnitfss 200 

lia\e ini;\ rulo'^ at .ill if wo iiro to lope.it tlip liujilo^'S 
cvp^niuont of forinci 

Turnmp' to Xntional nllair'-, tin* j^O'-idonl pointed 
out the uttoi maclequacy of the CounciK Act of 
1892, foi ni^t.uice, llengal, with a jiopulaiion of 70 
millions, had 7 tdected niemher" 'J’he right of inter- 
pellation had been u<.efnlh e\(‘ici'-ed 'Die ineniberH 
were .illowed to talk about llio Jhidget, but might not 
nune am re'' 0 lution thereon lie (lion di''CU‘'^ed the 
ireinendou^^ increase* of tlu* military ovpendituie duo 
to the frontier and othei wars earned on b} the 
Go\ eminent I'lie w hole ]iolicy was both w long and 
rmnous "Let me tell the Government of India, in 3 our 
name, that the true scientific fiontier against Eussian 
invasion docb not be in some remote inaccessible 
mountain, which has jet to bo discoveied, 1101 is it to 
be found in the House of Commons, as some one said, 
but it lies deep in the heart of a lojal and contented 
people ” 

Having consideied other points of expenditure and 
the woeful povertj of the people, the Piesident touched 
ommpoit duties, the exchange compensation allowance, 
the question of industiies, and the then sitting Royal 
Commission to enquiie into Indian expendituie He 
spoke bitteily of the exclusion of Indians fiom the 
higher branches of the Services, especially the Aimy, 
“this ostiacism of a Avhole people, ” and quoted Sir 
Henry Lawuence “If Asiatics and Africans can 
obtain honourable position in the armies of Russia 
and France, surely Indians, aftei a tiied service 
of a centuiy under England’s baniiei, aie entitled 
18 
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to the same boon nay justice ” He renewed 
many other mattera in the field of Indian politics 
and urged that they should be made party questions in 
the English Parbament After expressing gratitude 
for the improvements so far made the President 
conclnded 

Nevertheless we feel that mach yet remams to be 
done and the impetuB mnet come from England- To 
England we look for inspiration and gmoance. To 
England we look for svmpathy m the struggle. From 
England must come the •crowning mandate which will 
enfranchise our peoples. England is onr pobtical guide 
and our moral preceptor in the exalted sphere of pobtioal 
dntj Engbsb history has tanght us those priDaples of 
freedom which we ebenah with our Itfe-blood. We have 
been fed the strong food of English constitntional 

freedom We have been tanght to aibnire the eloquence 
and genius of the great masters of English pouticoJ 
pliiloeophy We have been brought face to face with the 
struggles and the triumphs of the English people m their 
stata^ march towards constitutional freedom- Where 
will you find better models of conroge devotion and 
ancnfice not in Rome not m Greece, not even in France 
in the stormy days of the Hevolution — courage tempered 
b\ mution onthuamam leavened by sobriety partisanship 
sofloned by a large-hearted chanty — all subordinated to the 
one predominating sense of love of country and love of God 

ITie noblest heritage which we ran leave to our children 
and our chOdren s children is the heritage of enlarged 
rights, safeguarded by the loval devotion and the fervent 
enthnsiajm of an emancipated people Let us so work 
with confidence in each other with unwavering loyalty to 
the British connection, that we ma^ nccomplish this great 
object withm a measurable distance of time Then will 
the Congress have fulfilled its missiou — -justiflod the hopes 
of those who founded it, and who worked for it — not, 
indeed, b> the superaessioa of British rule in India, but 
by broadening itibssis, liberalising its spirit, ennobling 
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its cliaractei, and placing it upon the unchangeable 
foundations of a nation’s affections It is not severance 
that Ave look forward to — hut unification, permanent 
embodiment as an integral pait of that great Empire 
which has given the rest of the world the models 
of free institutions — that is Avhat we aim at But per- 
manence means assimilation, incorporation, equal 
rights, equal priA ileges Permanence is incompatible 
with any form of military despotism, which is a temporary 
makeshift adapted to a temporary purpose England is 
the august mothei of fiee Nations She has coimred the 
world with free States Place'> hitherto the chosen abode 
of barbarism, aie now the home of freedom Wherevei 
floats the flag of England, there free Governments have 
been established We appeal to England gradually to 
change the character of hei rule in India, to lilicialise it, 
to shift its foundations, to adapt it to the newly-developed 
enAoronments of the countiy and the people, so that, in 
the fulness of time, Indi.i may find its place in the great 
confederacy of fiee States, English in their origin, English 
in their charactei, English in their institutions, i ejoicing 
in their permanent and indissoluble union with England, 
a glory to the mother-country, and an honour to the 
human race Then aviII England have fulfilled her great 
mission in the East, accomplished her high destiny among 
Nations, repaid the long-standing debt which the West 
OAves to the East, and covered herself vinth imperishable 
renowm and everlasting gloiy 

The speech Avas an exceptional!}'' fine one, both foi 
matter and mannei, keeping throughout a high leAml 
of sustained eloquence, and it was enthusiastically 
cheered The Subjects Committee Avas appioAmd, and 
the Congiess adjourned 

On the second da}'', Mr Ghosal inoA’^ed, and 
Ml Jaishi Ilam seconded Resolution I, Avhich oidered 
that the diaft lules fiained by the Poona Council 
should be ciiculated, Avitli instructions to report to 
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the General Secretary and Standing Counsel three 
months before the next Congrefls and it was earned 
unanimously 

ilr Baikunthaaath Sen moved Hesolntion II stating 
the opmion that the enquiry on Expenditure could not 
be satisfactory unless evidence were given other than 
official and Anglo-Indian The value of the Commis- 
sion did not lie m the examining of accounts but in 
an enquiry into the piolicy which was at the root of the 
expenditure This view was supported by the 
seconder the Hon. Mr Jambulmgam Mudaliar who 
pointed out that enquiry should be made mto the 
enormous Home (Foreign) Charges and the purchase 
of all stores in England instead of developing 
manufacture.^ here also into the trans frontier 
warfare and the scientific boundary search Why 
should the enquiry be heard in camera bke an 
indecent divorce suit ? there was nothing private 
about it Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya spoke of the 
]oy with which India had welcomed direct Govern 
ment by the Crown believing that the transfer meant 
a share m free institution and an improvement of 
the condition of the people But the bureancracy 
which ruled them forced them to doubt if they were 
right in them ]oy Far more attention was paid to 
India there whs a keener desire to see that no 
injustice was done and the interests of the people 
were more considered before the Crown took over the 
Government "When the East India Company applied 
for the renewal of them charter every 20 years 
a Paiiiamentary Committee enquired into their 
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ndmimstration and lefoinis A\ore made But t.ince tlie 
C^o^^u took tilings over, flieie had been no such 
enquirv They said to England 

If Aou do not think us hi to govern oiusolves, if a ou 
think AAC cannot undoi si md oiu oaa n hnancos, and sa}' a\ hat 
A\e cm and Avliat aac cannot spend, (onsidoiing as hat our 
means are if sou tliink aou aio liettei judges of it, pray 
deA'ote a little tune and attention to the consideration of 
these inatteis If aou cannot iind time to do so, permit us, 
pr.iA, to do it "WliA make us suffer In icason of aoui 
inabilits to attend to oui concoi ns, and bj pioAcnting 
us fiom attending to them, from doing sshat AAoaic most 
auMous to do, not only in our oaaui inteiests but in the 
interests of tlio GoA'ernnient as aaoII 

The eloquent speaker concluded 

I ask Englisli gentlemen, I ask the people of England, 
to seiiously consider the position in aaIucIi India is placed 
That position is simplv this Educated Indians, 
lepiesenting the cultured intelligence of the country, 
huA'e been praA ing for an enquiiy, a full and fan enquiry, 
into the administi ation of this countij during the last 
forty A ears AVe IiaA^e impeached that administi ation on 
almost every conceivable ground AV'e chaige the 
GoA^ernment of England, Avith having saddled us Avith an 
unnecessarily costly evpenditnre on the Civil Service of 
India , AA'e charge them Avith havung forced upon ns a 
crushingly heaA^y military expendituie , Ave charge them 
AAitli indulging in a great AA'aste of India’s moneA’’ beyond 
the borders of India , aa e charge them AAuth Avant of 
fairness in then dealings aa ith India in the matter of 
the Home Charges , nay more, A\e charge them — the 
Government of India, the Government of England and 
the people of England A\nth them — Avith being responsible, 
by reason of their neglect to adequately perform their 
duty toAvards India, for the loss of millions of lives Avhich 
are lost in every decade from starvation, largely the 
result of over-taxation and inefficient administration 



214 


HOW rraiA WEOUOHT FRETOOU 


We charge the people of Boglaiid becanae aa some one 
hee gaid, 

Hear hm ?e senates, bear this troth snbhme 
He who allows oppression shares the crime 

If the English Parliament, if the people of England 
who have solemnlv taken upon themselves the duty of 
governing Indio, try reason of their neglect to do that 
dutj pnperlj allow any loes of life to occur in India 
which they ooald prevent, they are surely answershle be- 
fore God and man for that loss of lifa In tbe face of 
such an impeachment does it become the great Fuglish 
people and the English Parlimnent to give us a lame 
Commission, to enc^uire imperfectly into one branch only 
of this administration V Would it not become them rather 
to stand up, lake true Engliahmen, and sav We shall 
face all these various charges, and either prove them to be 
untrue or admit that tbev are true and make amends for 
thenL The charges ere not of a light nature nor are 
they lightly made, and if the English people do not cure 
to enquire into them in the interests of their Empire, if 
the? care not to do so id the interests of aiwenng 
hnmanitv if they do it not, oven as a matter of duty let 
them do it at least for the sake of the honour of England 
which I hope and trust is still dear to everr 

Englishman. 

The Resolution was then carried 
Finance was stiU to the fore and Resolution III 
dealt with Civil and Mibtary expenditure If the 
Commission would not go mto policy the Congress 
would and Mr Wacha pointed out that Sir 
James Westland had Berioosly misrepresented the 
facts by saying that the inoreftse was due to the ex 
change and that General Sir Henry Braokenbnry had 
joined him by saying that out of 62 lakhs of increase 
were due to the fell m exchange© Mr Wacha 
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gave the official figuie*?, piovmg the inaccuiac}' of 
the statement beyond po'^sibilitv of dispute 

Mnnshi Shaik Hn^'sain ‘-etonded, j^lr S K Nair 
and Di In N Bahadur]i snppoi ted, and Tlie Resolu- 
tion -was carried nnannnonslv 

Resolution lY, the perennial sop.ii al ion of Judicial 
and Evecntive functions, was moved, this yeai b}’’ 
^fr !Mano Mohan Glio'^e He added to the arsenal a 
statement by i\rr James, a Comini'^sioner, in which he 
said that the union nas “the mainstay of tlie Biitish 
powei in India” — a sonv confession The Hon 
Ml 0 Setalwad seconded, four other delegates 
suppoited, and it was cairied 

Mr W C Banneiji, in proposing the extension of 
the J-ury S3'stem (Resolution V), made a new point in 
urging that a judge, translating m his mind the 
vernacular of a rustic witness, was too engrossed ivith 
the language to properly'" attend to the witness, 
Indian jurjmien, understanding the language, would 
watch the demeanour of witnesses and ivould distin- 
guish truthful speech from false He feaied that the 
strange changes which were being introduced into 
criminal procedure would shake the faith of the people 
in the administiation of justice Mr Venkatasubba 
lyei seconded, and Mr Venkatiao Gutikar, in sup- 
porting, pointed to the pra« tical identity between the 
Panchayat and the Jury, and the Maiathi proverb * 
“ The Five are the Voice of God ” Sir Thomas Munro, 
in 1825, noted that the juiy system was likely to suc- 
ceed in India, because the Indians were accustomed 
to sit on Panchayats, and were “ m geneial sufficiently 
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expert in exanuning and weighing endence ’ The 
Beeolntion waa earned after three more speeches. 

Mr Seymour Keay m an able and fiery speech 
mored Resolution TI on the gag^ging of the Press at 
the will of the Resident in Indian States (see Noti 
fication in Chapter X) In the State of Hyderabad 
several presses had been rumed and in that State 
bigger than the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland there was not even a rag of an English 
newspaper published ” Mr Ramaohandra PiUai 
from Secunderabad seconded and IXr V V Modak 
spoke of what hod occurred m Mysore, and Mr A- L 
Desai in Kjathiawcr The Reeolntion was passed. 

Mr Kabobaran Banner]] with great courage 
bronght np SimoltaneonB Examinations once agam 
(Beeolution Vii) oomplainmg that the deafness of the 
Goveiniaent reminded him of the Bengali bogey 
khaun khotia ” the ontter off of ears only it 
was the Government whose ears were ent off Three 
other speakers followed and the Resolution was passed 
The last Resolution on this day was the eighth, 
deolftnng that if England continued to nse Indiana 
in trans-frontier expeditions England should share 
the expense This mdnbitably just proposal was 
moved by Mr H A- "Wndia in a very ngorona and 
sensible speech condemning the "forward pohov'* 
advocated by Lord Roberts, Mr Curxon and the 
brothers Younghnsbend It was evil m policy and 
illegal in practice for no right existed to use Her 
Majeatj^e forces beyond the frontiers without the 
sanction of Parliament Asia was swept off the 
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surface of the globe, and Europe was advancing North, 
and South and East, “all that remains of the living 
Client” was contained m Japan , Russia and France 
threatened England in India! Mr D G Padhye 
seconded, Mr W A Chambers supported, and with 
the passing of the Resolution, and a telegram to 
Mr Gladstone on his 87th birthday, the Congress 
adjourned to December 30 

The opening of the Congress on the third day was 
particularly interesting in view of subsequent events, 
for it asked the Biitish to protect the Indians in South 
Africa, and Mr G Parameshvaram PiUai dealt 
specially mth the disabilities imposed on them in the 
South African Republic — then existing Mr All 
Muhammad Bhimji asked if, m new of Her Majesty’s 
Proclamation, it could be contended that the competi- 
tion of coloured traders with white ones was to be stop- 
ped by disquahfying the former ^ Mr J M Samant 
declared that the Act disfranchising Indians in South 
Airica was an insult to the whole Nation, but that the 
only hope of redress lay in appealing to English- 
men 111 England, “whose sense of Justice is not 
perverted and not contaminated by the slavery- 
producing atmosphere of Afiica, or the tyranny- 
producing atmosphere of India” Mr Vithal Lax- 
man complarned that whrle Englishmen kept the 
peace m ten itoiies subject to them, “their idea of 
justice becomes changed and one-sided when 
the question of race comes, justice is set aside 
01 IS at least one-sided ” The Resolution was 
earned 
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The tenth Resolntion moved by Mr B N Mudhol 
kar dealt with ngncnltural mdebtednesa and urged 
that meaanres shonld be taken to lessen this indebted 
ness without depriving the ryot of his right to dispose 
of land if he chose Mr B P Xarandikar dealt 
specially with the ngidity of the revenue system 
The Resolution waa earned. 

Then followed Mr V R Natn with Resolution XI 
which asked that members m making interpellations 
might be allowed to preface a question with a short 
eiplanation and the proposal was seconded by 
Mr N V Qokhale supported by Mr P 8 Siva 
ewami Aivar and carried 

Resolution Xll was on the Medical Service and 
was again introduced by Dr K N Eahadnrji and 
as readers do not need as much repetition as is 
necessary for Govemtoente it is sufficient to aay that 
it was seconded by the Hon Mr B G Tdak — 
whose speech being m Marathi is not reported — 
BuppMiTted by three other delegates and canned. 

Resolution XIII on the danger of the method 
proposed by Government for snppreasmg law 
touts was moved by the Hon Mr N Subbaran 
Pantnln seconded by Rai Jotmdranath Choudhun 
supported by Mr M V Joahi and two others and 
passed 

Mr M N Somarth moved Resolution \TV on 
fiiity of land tenure and ably summarised the 
arguments of an immense question m the very 
short time at his disposal Mr G Venkataratnam 
seconded and ilr B G Tilak and another supported 
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Mr Paiidurang Bapu]i, an agi iculturist fiom Berai, 
made a poignant speech, telling liow the lyots of his 
Piovmce hved , the Suivey officer leported they 
were happy, and though a few Distiict officeis, to 
their honour, repoited against the pioposal, the 
assessment was raised He said 

1 give the following information from the Berai 
Revenue Report for the year 1894-95 Out of the entire 
Beiar soil nearly 77 lakhs of acres are brought under 
cultivation Population of Beiar is about 28 lakhs and a 
half Two acres and a half, therefore, of the land undei 
cultivation, are used up by each individual Javaree and 
cotton are the common ciops These two crops find place 
in si\ty-eight out of a hundred acies of land under 
cultivation During the year under report, one acie 
yielded 107 seers of lavaree The same area produced 
44 seers of cotton In the market javaree was selling at 
214 seers per lupee, wliile cotton was selling at 9 seers a 
rupee It is thus clear that the entire produce of the 24 
acres of land which could be appropriated by a single 
individual was worth about 124 rupees Rou the total 
amount of land-ieienue in Berar is a little aboie 72 lakhs 
of rupees Each individual has thus to pay to the 
Government about Rs 2-8-0 Deducting this amount 

O 

fiom the value of the produce at his command, he finds 
only 10 rupees, out of which he has still to defray the 
expenses incident to cultivation This mode of looking at 
things gives us an idea of how the cultivatoi liv'es Upon 
the trash of some 7 oi 8 silv'er pieces he is doomed to liv e 
one long yeai, shifting as best he can, thiough vaiied 
seasons, and battling vitli risks and dangers that human 
life IS liable to meet viith It is bettei to imagine than 
1 ealise the keen pain and anguish u hicli is the lot of the 
cultivating classes This situation is not a u hit altered 
It IS the same all the vears of their life 80 per cent of 
the Beiui population live upon the soil I ask lou, ladies 
and gentlemen, vihether voii really think, with these facts 
bofoie yon, that the Berai people aie happv and wealthv ’ 
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Are they not steeped, OTer head and ears m deep 
misery and iroe ? The Government exnends annually 
between 40 and 60 mpoea on acoonnt of the maintenance 
of a single conviot. The lawleas and mart dangerous 
foe* of human peace and safety are circumstanced five 
time* better than the peace-loving and law abidmg anb- 
jeots. It IS strange how snoh a state of things can 
ne tolerated hy the benign and moat impartiid British 
Government Now these observations apply to tbe 
state of thongs as it once existed while the old 
assessment rates were m force I leave it, ladies and 
gentlemen to yon to conceive how cheerful^ the 
contemplation of enhancement on the pert of the Govern 
ment would be welcome to the impoverished ryot ' 

Hr Bhagirath Prasad from the Central Provinces 
further supported and the Resolution was passed 

Tlie same gentlemEn moved Resolution XY pro- 
testing against the retrogradepobcy of theGovemment 
m nominating a member for the C P to the Supreme 
Council without any comraltation with tbe ProvinceB 
be WM supposed to represent Tbe Resolution was 
seconded and earned 

Resolution XYI against the Exchange Compensa 
tion was moved by Hr AmbikacharaD Moiumdar m a 
charactenstiCBlly fine speech he oonoluded by saying 
that "there ought to be reaiion in nil thing* — even in 
the administration of India nnd that if Pay to 
Pension from Pension to Compensation is to be the 
eatabhihed order of finanaal progress of the Govern 
ment all that we Indians can say is, call it by 
anv name you please our legal phraseology has bat 
one expression for it it w illegal gratiflcalion ” 
Mr A. C ParthaBarethi seconded and after two other 
speeches, the Hesolntion was earned 
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Resolution XVil thanked the Government for 
recognising the grievances of third class iTiilway 
passengers, and asked them to proceed fiom recogni- 
tion to lediess Resolution XV ill repeated the 
protest against Forest Grievances, and XTX was 
against the Salt Tax Professor G K Gokhale, 
in moving, compared the piosperous Manchestei 
merchant ivith 

the starving, shrunken, shrivelled up Indian ryot, toil- 
ing and moiling from dawn to dark to earn his scanty 
meal, patient, resigned, forbearing beyond measure, 
entirely voiceless in the Parliament of his ruleis, and 
meekly piepared to bear whatevei burdens God and man 
might be pleased to impose upon his back 

Mr A D Upadhye seconded, saying that while 
they could do, at a pinch, without cloth oi hut, they 
could not do without salt , a basket of salt ivhich 
cost 1 pice ( Jth of an anna, oi of a penny) cost 5 annas 
in British India ‘‘What enormous ciime have we 
committed that all should be put to this unbeaiable 
punishment of going without enough salt from yeai’s 
end to yeai’s end ^ ” he concluded 

Tlie twentieth Resolution was on Education, lepeat- 
ing previous demands and was cairied The twenty- 
fiist, supporting import duties on cotton, was moved by 
Mr Wacha, “the fire-biandof Bombay,” speaking out 
of full knowledge, seconded by the Hon Mi P 
Anaiida Chailu in thiee sentences, and suppoited by 
Ml Tulsi Ram, lepiesenting the hand-wea vei s of 
Madura, and by one othei speaker, and earned 

The Omnibus (No XXII) was driven this 
yeai by Mi All Muhammad Bhim]i, seconded by 
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Mr !N M Saraarth and supported hy Rai Sangavani 
who said be was an orthodox Hindu devotee retired 
from the world but he opered up to God a meek and 
suppliant heart devoted to the interests of my country 
and to the salvation of my race ’ Verily, a devotee of 
the ancient type intent upon the welfare of the 
world Othera supported and the Resolution was 
earned 

The hour waa Inte and Resolutions XXTII to XXVI 
were rushed through passing the grant to the British 
Committee thankmg it appointing Mr A. 0 Hume 
and Mr D E. AVacbo as General Secretary and 
Joint General Secretary — the omission of this last 
officer in the prenone year had not worked well — 
and fixing CalcTitta for the meeting of the Congress 
m 1896 

A V )te of thanks to the Chair and a few eloquent 
words from the President — especially urging the 
young to carry on the work to “ be entrusted to tout 
care and to your keeping —closed the meetmg and 
the Eleventh CongrasB rose 

RaeoLxmoRB 

Cannes* Ooastltatdon 

I ne«ol od — That fh dinft rnloa In rtgird to th cotutlhrtion 
nd w rting of th Indian Nattonal Oonf^o**, u framed Ijv tho 

INxma Conxroai Committee in accordtnes with the raeol tiem hi 
that boh If f the Init Cocffrm, be rfnmlated by fbo Poona Com 
mittc© t all the Stan ling Oongieta Committee*, with Inatrnctloirt 
to report t tbo General Sw^rtarr anl the Standi g Oouneel at 
leaet three monthi before the next Congreaa. 

Ftnnno* 

II Roeolrwl -That thl» Oongrow I of pinion that the n 
(oln It th E prodhare Comml ion will not bo »tlafact rr to the 
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people of this country, nor be of any practical advantage to the 
Grovemment, unless the lines of policy which regulate expenditure 
are enquired into, and unless facilities are affoided and arrange 
ments made for receiving evidence other than official and Anglo- 
Indian And this Congress also feels that the enquiry would, m all 
probability, yield better results, if the proceedings were conducted 
with open doors 

III Resolved — That this Congress again records its firm 
conviction that in view of the embarrassed condition of the finances 
of the country, the only remedy for the present state of things is a 
material curtailment in the expenditure on the Army Services and 
other military exiienditure, Home Charges and the cost of Civil 
Administration , and it notices with satisfaction that expert opinion 
in England has now come over to the view of the Indian Parlia- 
mentary Committee that growth m mihtary expenditure is a more 
potent cause of Indian financial embarrassment than the condition 
of exchange 

YIIl Resolved — That in view of the great extensions of the 
British power on the North-West and North-East of the proper 
frontiers of India into regions not contemplated by Parliament when 
it passed Section 66 of the Government of India Act, the Congress 
is of opimon that over and above the sanction of Parliament neces- 
sary before the revenue and forces of India are employed outside 
'the frontiers of India, the interests of India absolutely demand that 
the expenses of all such expeditions should he shared between 
England and India Without some such additional guarantee, the 
forward Military policy will involve India in hopeless financial 
confusion 


Legal 

rv Resolved — That this Congress again appeals to the 
Government of India and the Secretary of State to take practical 
steps foi the purpose of carrjnng out the separation of Judicial fi-om 
Executive functions in the administration of justice 

Y Resolved — That this Congress news with alann the con- 
stant changes that are being made and threatened on the subject of 
trial by Jury in this Country, and, regard being had to the fact that 
no demand for any such change has been made hv any portion of 
the population of British India, trusts that the Bill now before the 
Supreuio Legislative Council on the subject will not be fuither 
proceeded vntli , and this Congress, reaffirming resolutions passed bv 
foimer Congresses, also trusts that trials by Jurv will bo extended 
to districts and offences to which the system at present does not 
apply and that then verdicts should be final 
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OoapoioQ of the Frees 

VL ttesolT^d — Ihst this Cangress, belnj of opinion that the 
Gkrrernmsnt of India NotiBoabon of £SUi Jons 1891 In the ForeIn 
Bepartment, gagging the Press in territories andor British adminls* 
tratJcm in Natlre Btates, is retrograde arbltnirj and misohleroas in 
its nabire and oppoeed to soond statesntansh p and to the Ifbertj of 
the people, again enters its mphado protest against the same and 
Txigea its canceUntion withont delay 

Pnbllo Sarrloe 

TTL Besolrrd — That this Oongresa, conciurlng with prerions 
Oongressea, again records its deep reg ret that the labonra of ths 
Pobli Berrtce Ooninilssion hare praetiaaBy prored reld of any good 
resnita to the people of this ooantiy and repeats its ecmrlotlon that 
no satisfactory aolotion of ths qnaatton is jxiasible nnleas effect is 
giren to the resolnOon of the H use of dommcns of Jane 1693 
In farenr of h Iding th ooinpetitlre examinations for the Tndtan 
CItO Serrloes slmnlteneonaly tn India and England. 

Sontb JUriosi 

IX. Besolred — That the Congress deems it n e r t wary to record 
iU nwst soleQD pretest sgafnst th dlaahfUdea songht to Imposed 
on Indian settl rs in enath Africn, and it earaeatJy hopes that 
British Oorerem at nd the Gorernomt of India wul eome for 
ward to gnard the ioteirsU of these aettien tn the nine spirit in 
which they hare always interfered whenerer the interests of their 
British burn mbjeots hare been at stake. 

Xiand Twnore 

X. Besolred— That, in the opinion of this Oongren, any pro- 
posal to restrict the ri^t of nrirat alleMtion of lands by legtsla 
tion as a remedy for the relief of agrionlfaiTel indebtedness wiU be 
a most retrograde moasuro and will, in Its distant ocmsoqnsnces, no* 
only check Imprerement bat redoee th egrioaltorml pepnlatlon to a 
conditkm of stBl greater belpleesneea. The indebtedness of th 
agric Itarist classes ansos portly from their Ignorance and partly 
from the pplfcatloo of a too rigid system of fljcd rerenne imcm 
ment whloh takes little acooont of tbo flnetoating esmditlons of 
agrienUnre In many ports of India i and the tree remedy most be 
sonjrht in the spread of general ednoation nd a rolaiatlon of the 
rigidity of the present system of rerenao coQeotions in tboso parts 

f th country where the Permanent Settlement does not obtain. 

XEV nosol ed — That this Congresses express Hs firm oonrlotlon 
that In the Interests of the coostty It Is heolnt ly nsco^u i that 
there shocld bo greeter fixity fat the tennre on which 1 «>m^ {« in 
ths t mposarfly settled districts than exists at present, end that 
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Government shonld impose on its oim action restrictions agamst 
enhancement or assessment similar to those Trluch it has deemed 
necessary in the interests of tenants to impose npon the rights of 
piavate landlords in permanently settled estates 

InterpelMtion 

XI Eesolved — That this Congress notes with satisfaction that 
the right of interpellation, vested in non-official members of the 
Legislative Conncils, has, on the whole been exeimsed in a spirit of 
moderation, which has secured the approval of the authorities here 
and in England , and the Congress, being of opmion that the 
practical utility of interpellations would be greatly enhanced, if the 
members putting them were allowed to preface their questions by a 
short explanation of the reasons for them, urges that the right to 
make such explanations ought to be granted ^ 

Medical Service 


Xn Eesolved — 

(a) That this Congress notices aith satisfaction that its news 
in regard to the urgency and lines of reform in regaid to the condi- 
tion of the Civil and Mibtary Medical Semoes of the country are 
being endorsed in influential Medical and Military cii'cles, and that 
m the mterests of the public. Medical Science and the profession, as 
also m the cause of economic administration this Congress once 
again affirms (1) that there should be only one Military Medi- 
cal Service with tv o branches, one for tlio European army 
and the other for Natii e troops, worked on identical lines , 
(2) that the Civil Medical Service of the Country should be recon- 
stituted a distinct and independent Medical Seivico, wholly detach- 
ed from its present Mibtaiy connection, and recruited from the 
open profession of Medicine in India and elsewhere, with a due 
leaning to the utilisation of indigenous talent, other things being 
equal 

(b) That this Congress further affirms that the status and 
claims of Ci\ il Assistant Surgeons and Hospital Assistants require 
thorough and open enquiry with a viev to the ledressing of long 
standing anomalies and consequent giaevances , and the Congress 
notices with regret that in their recent scheme of tho reorganisation 
of the Chemical Analyser’s depnitment, the oft admitted claims of 
Assistant Chemical Analysers haio been apparently oierlooked by 
Government 


Iiegal Practitioners 

XIII Resolved — That this Congress, while fully svmpathfsfno^ 
with any genuine effoit v Inch the Go\ emment may make for the 
suppression of law touts, nev s v ith grave alarm those provisions 

19 
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■of the Btn to ■inemd tlw l>g«l Pnuititlonart Act, wnr pending the 
OODcdentlcm of the Bopreme Legiilebre OonaoQ, which propoee to 
inTMt Diitrirt Jadges and Rerenne CommiMkmen with the power 
of legal pT»ctitlonere and, in caaea coming nude the Act, 

to throw tho entire harden of ptoring their famocence npon the 
latter i and ttita Oongreea, being of opinion that the proriaiona of 
the Bin are caicnlated to prelodtclallr affect th independence f 
the Bar and to I wer the poefticni of legal practitkmera in th ejea 
•of the pnblio without, in any way helping t aoppreea law tonti or 
<o further the enda of juatice nrgee ft thoold be dropp ed 

R •pr*a*iLtAtton 

XV Beaolred — That thia Oongreea pnta on record fta emphatlo 
protwt againat the retragnde poUoy that the Qoremment of India 
ure thia time followed in nommatfng a gentleman for the Central 
Prorinoca to the Bnprema Legialatire Council withont aaking Local 
£odlea to make recommendaDona for asch nommation and eameetly 
bopua that Oorornment wiD be pleeard to take early atepa to gfre to 
the Cantral Prortnima the Mine kind of ropreaentation that it 
already granted to Bengal, l Udi m a, Brabay and the V W 
Prorinoea. 


F.Toh>nga Oosip«nmtlon 

XYL Beaolred— That thia OongreM rvpeata it* ivoteet of the 
last two yean againat the grant of Exchange Oompen»tion allow 
aaeo to the ondom tailed Boropean and Eoraaian empJoyeet of 
Qonmment, inrolrlng now an annnal expenditiire of orer a erore 
and a of nipeea. 

Tblrd Olman Panaangara 

XvlL Hoaolred — That this Oongreea, while thankiag tha 
Ooremment of India for recognialng the grierance* of third olaaa 
Saltway Paatengeia, from whom tto laigeat portion of raflwaj 
xerenue la doi+red, in their recent reeolotlona on the rubject, deairet 
to exproM iU horw that Oorerament will take effeotire atepa to 
bring aboat an eariy redreM of thoee grleraiviw. 


PSirast Admlnlntratloii 

XTIIL BeeoiTed— That this Congreea la of opinion that tho 
aetloei of the Foreat Ilepartmont, under the mJea framed hr the 
different Prorincial GoTommenta, peeindldallT affect* the inhaWt- 
an.U of the rail pnrta of the cwmtiy hy anblec^g to the 

aimoiwnce and oppieatkm of fotert anbordiitatee in Tarlona war*, 
which hare led to mneh dbcoetent thronghant the eomtrr 

rf foTCTt cnuorrmiKT u In il„ „,oliam of 

ISM to Lo not to Knm tlo ioto™ hot to 

eonaerre the foreata to tha Intenwt chiefly of the agrlcnltural claaaea 
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and of tlieir cattle The e'nstmg set of rules subordinate the latter 
consideration to the formei and an amendment of the rales with a 
TieT\ to correct this mischief is, in the opinion of the Congiess, 
urgently called foi 

Thanks of Congress 

XIX Resolved — That this Congress tenders its thanks to the 
Secretary of State for India foi his promise of September Isat to 
take an early opportumty to i educe the Salt Duty, and, concurring 

ith previous Congresses, once more places on record its sense of the 
great hardship which the present rate of salt taxation imposes upon 
the poorest classes of the countiy — a hardship which renders it 
incumbent on Government to take the first opportunity to restore 
the duty to its level of 1888 

XXIY Resolved — That this Congress hereby tenders its most 
grateful thanks to Sii V'' Weddeibum and the other members of the 
British Congress Committee for the services rendered by them to 
India dunug the present yeai 

Education 

XX Resoh ed — That this Congress is emphatically of opinion 
that it IS inexpedient in the present state of Education in the country 
that Government grants for Highei Education should in any way be 
withdrawn, or that fees m educational institutions, wholly or parti- 
ally supported by the State, should be inciensed, and concmimg 
with prenous Congresses, afhrms in the most emphatic manner the 
importance of increasing public expenditure on all branches of 
Education and the expediency of establishing Technical Schools and 
Colleges 

Excise Duty 

XXI Resoh ed — That this Congress is of opinion that the 
objection taken b'\ Lancashire manufacturers to the exemption of 
Didian yams below “ tw enties ” fi-om excise dutj^ is not w ell-founded, 
and trusts that the Goi oniment of India wall stand firm m its policy 
of levying import duties for reicnuo purposes, as such levy does not 
conflict in anv w aj' wuth principles of free trade 

Confirmaticn of Previous Resolutions 

XXII Resoh ed — That tins Congress concurs with its prede- 
cessors 111 stiongly ad\ ocating (prenous (a) tomes in XIX , pre\ lous 
(b) (t) (d) are repeated, becoming (a) (b) (c) , prcMous (e) is 
omitted , prcinous (f) (g) (h) (i) become (d) (e) (f) (g), prcMous 
(j^ and (k) arc omitted ,) finallj , a new item is added 

(h) The logulations of the imposition of the ‘Water-tess bv 
certain defined principles affording security to the rights of land- 
owners and of persons iiiiesting inoiiei in land 
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Cougr%am li?ork 

XXm Ha*olT«d — Tbj.i » nim of Ba. 60 000 b« uifgned for 
the oxpenM of the Britiih Oonunlttee and the eoct of the ^m^rea 
tfablWtkm, India, and alaofartiM expeasea of tiie Joint^Ganernl 
BeontaiVa offlo*, and that the aeranl diole* do contribute aj 
anrnn^ed, either now or heraft tn Committee for the jear 1800. 


Fonn*l 

XXV Beaolred — That thla Oongnaa reappolnta Ur A, 0 
Huma, OB to be ita Oeneral Secretary and appotata Ur D E. 
W oha to be Ita Joint Qeneral Secretary for the enauln^ 7*^ 

UTL Boaolred — That the Twelfth Co Kr«*a do aaaeuble 
on aiKh day after Chiiatmaa Day 1806 aa may be later determined 
npon, at OalcuttL 



CHAPTER XII 


Calcutta had been chosen for the holding of the 
Twelfth National Congress, and it opened its four days’ 
sitting on Decembei 28th, 1896 The delegates 
numbered 790, the premier place being, of course, 
taken by the Presidency in which the Congress had 
its temporary home The delegates were distributed 
as follows 


Bengal 

N "W" P and Oudh 
Panjab 

C P , Berar, Secunderabad and Ra 3 putana 

Bombay 

Madras 

Ijondon 


605 

60 

7 

31 

52 

28 

1 


784 


The Congress was welcomed by Dr Rash Behan 
Ohose, for the President of the Reception Committee, 
Sir Romesh Chandra Mitia, was, unfortunately, too 
111 to be present Dr Rash Behan, however, read 
the speech which Sir Romesh had prepared, 
and which opened with the expression of his 
belief that, despite all the difficulties surrounding 
their work, “ British Justice vivified by British 
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magnanimity wonld ensure its nltimate tnomph 
Difficulties of Government were alTrays great how 
much greater were thej when the Govemment 
IS a Govemment hy foreigners alien in man 
ners and customs sentiments and feelings to the 
subject rpce Hence the need for the Congress 
which showed the Government how India was 
feeling AVe offer help but no menace to the 
Govemment He regretted the hostility and the 
snspicion of many of the rulmg bodv who claim^ 
to know their thongbts bettor than they knew them 
themselves As to the absurd statement that the 
Congress did not represent the masses it presup- 
poses that a foreign administrator in the service of 
the Government knows more abont the wants of the 
masses than their educated countrymen ” In all 
ages it had been true that those who think must 
govern those who toil and conld it be bebeved 
that this natural order of things does not hold good 
in this unfortunate country f The masses were not 
familiar with western methods and the educated 
Indians alone could explam these to them No 
foreigner could touch the inner life of the people ' 
The times were difficult The land was suffering 
from famine what is called the plague hod 
appeared in Calcutta Famine was a recurring 
trouble and there was a widespread idea that the 
country was being impovenshed by excessive tata 
tion and bj over-assessment m the districts that are 
not permanently settled A feeling reference was 
made to the passing away of ilr ilano ifohan Ghose, 
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and a few woids of deep admiiation for the Queen- 
Empiess, who had ]ust overpassed the limits of any 
previous leign, closed the address 

The Piesident of the Congress, the Hon, Mr. 
Muhammad Eahimatullah Sayani, was then proposed 
by the Hon Pandit Bishumbarnath, seconded by the 
Hon Rao Bahadur P Ananda Chailu, and elected 
with enthasiasm 

The President referred to the oiigin of the Con- 
gress as due to the fact that there was a consensus of 
opinion amongst educated Indians that the political 
condition of the country needed vast improvement, 
and that there were serious giievances and disabilities 
to be 1 einoved 

'I'hey keenly felt the desire for vholesome refoniT„ 
and discussed with freedom and candoui theu political' 
condition, vliicli they considered to be degrading Their 
intellectual attainments recoiled against ■s\hat they con- 
sidered to be political subservience , their educated 
notions revolted against political disabilities , and their- 
lioaits aspired to attain a higher National ideal of citi- 
zenship under the beneficent rule of the British, -uhich 
they liighB appreciated It rv as an ideal worthy to be 
encouraged and fostered by all right-minded and 
]ubtice-loMng Englishmen, and took complete hold of 
them 

He then analysed the declarations of the Congress 
leaders, noted t lie subiects dealt with in the discus- 
sions, and showed how' fioin the Act of 1813 onwaids, 
England had recognised the diitv of fostering edu- 
cation in India, giving extracts to piove that free 
institutions were pioniised, and that the Congress 
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was therefore bound to win, if the people of India 
are true to themselres ’ 

In fact, a more honest or sturdy Nation dooa not exist 
under the sun than this English Nation and there ought 
to ho no doubt whatever as to the ultimate conceasion of 
our demands, founded as such demands are on reason and 
justice nu the one hand, as on the declared policy and the 
plighted word of the people of England on the other 
The President then considered the views of Musal 
mans m relation to the Congress and controverted 
their objections and then proceeded to consider the 
condition of India its heavy taxation contrasted the 
differences between the financial treatment of Indians 
and EngllBh and quoted many passages from eminent 
Engbahmen to show the poverty and over taxation of 
India the miuoua dram upon her resources the need 
for change and the sad results financially of a century 
of Bntish rule He then proceeded to deal with the 
famine and condemned the payment of the land 
revenue m cash as having a pernicious effect on the 
ryot whereas paymient m kmd aliFays left him food 
enough for himself and his family He pointed out 
that the evidence which was being given before the 
Royal Commission on Expenditure justified the 
position taken np but oomplamed that the discussion 
of budgets in Legislative assemblies was purely aca 
demio since the moat pungent criticism had no effect 
The President concluded with a few words on the 
deaths of some Congressmen during the year and on 
the 60 years Jubilee of the Queen Empress in the 
coming June The Subjects Committee os elected 
was approved and the Congress adjourned 
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Tlie fir'Jt Resolution con\e>od the congiatulation 
and hope foi long life to the Qneon-Einprc«;s, moved 
b} the !Mahaiap of Xatoie, seconded bv Pi nice 
Zaigani-nd-Dovlali, ‘^uppoited b^ Saidai Shinnant 
Slin Ya'^udev Pao Haiiliiii, and earned b> acclama- 
tion Then came the ‘•econd Resolution, of thanks 
to Sir William Y'^eddeiburn and to the British 
Committee, welcoming to the Congiess its delegate 
!Nfr AY S Caine All Came, in replying, dealt with 
the Expenditure Comml‘^‘?lon, and hnance in India 
Not map])! opi lately he asked the Congiess Standing 
Committee to be moi e i egulai in its payments for the 
supjDort of the Avoik in England 

Resolution III brought up the sepaiation of Judicial 
and Executive functions, moved by Mr J P 
Goodiidge, C S, seconded by Mr N N Ghose, 
supported b}’- three other speakeis, and earned 

Resolution lY intioduced a new and impoitant 
question — the proposal to give gieatei fiscal responsi- 
bility to the Piovincial Goveinments, only a fixed 
contribution to be levied by the Supreme Government 
on each It was moved by the Hon Mr Bal 
Gangadhai Tilak m a shoit but effective speech, in 
which he desciibed the airangement between the 
Supreme Government and the Local Goveinments be- 
ing like that between an intemperate husband and his 
wife, that when the first had indulged all his 
extra^mgant habits, he asked his wife to suirendei all 
her savings As the Congress was takmg up the 
subject for the first time, it should confine itself 
to the mam principle, limiting the powei of the 
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Supreme Govemmeut to draw on Provincial re- 
sonrces to a lixed amount levied on a definite and just 
basiH 

Rai Tatindranath Cliondban seconded and dealt 
■with, his own Province Bengal showing how unfair 
a proportion of revenoe was taken by the Supreme 
Government and how every five years it appropriated 
the Pro'vinoial savings gamed by careful adminis- 
tration thna makmg important pnbhc works of utility 
impossible of execution Mr G Parameshvararn Pillai 
emphaaiaed the hardships of the system and Pandit 
Madnn Mohan ifalaviyB urged that the progress and 
happiness of the people depended far more on good 
Provincial administration than on the doings of the 
Supreme Government and that the former was sacri 
Seed to the latter If the latter appropriated the 
funds of the former it should also asimme its res- 
ponsibflitiea He showed how the Government of his 
own Province was crippled, and education specially 
Buffered- The Keeolntion was earned 

After this excursion mto the new the Congress 
returned to its old demand for Simultaneous Bx 
amiuatious m Resolution V an§ not even Mr G 
Subramania Iyer the mover conld find new arguments 
for it Professor D G Padhve Beoonded it and two 
more delegates supported it and tlien it achieved its 
anniuil passing Even now in 1916 this minute con 
cession remains nngranted 

The Hon- Mr A M Bose proposed Resolution VI 
which was as he said "brand new, for it protested 
against tlie new injustice just perpetrated in the 
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scheme foi le-oiganismg the Educational Service, as 
being calculated to exclude Indians fiom the higher 
grades of that Seince It would be an astoundmg 
thing, weie we not so habituated to it, that Indians 
should be systemically kept out of the higher and 
better paid positions %n their vicn country, and that 
this should be done as a mattei of couise Mr Bose 
asked indignantly if the cause of pi ogi ess m India 
was “ not only not to advance but to be put back ? 
Is the future to be woise than the past ? The scheme, 
dealt with for the first time, divided the superior 
Educational Seivice into two — the higher, the Indian 
Educational Seivice to be filled by persons appointed 
m England, and the lowei, the Provincial E S to be 
filled in India Before 1880, in Bengal, both Indians 
and Europeans in the higliei Seivice received the same 
pay both began on Rs 500 pm In 1880 the pay 
for Indians was reduced to Rs 333, and in 1889 to 
Rs 250, although the Indians had graduated in an 
English University The highest pay foi the Indian 
now was to be Rs 700, howevei long he might seive, 
while the Englishman had Rs 1,000 at the end of 
10 yeais Tliese invidious distinctions caused the 
most biilliant Indians to refuse to entei the Service 
The new scheme fuither bailed Indians out of 
Principalships of ceitain Colleges, reserved for 
Englishmen The year of Hei Majesty’s Jubilee 
should not have been selected foi this retrogiade 
policy He appealed to the Congiess to protest 
against this policy of exclusion, and to fight against 
it, and then ''tins attempt to fix on the brows of the 
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people of this ancient land a new sti^a and a new 
diBabihty shall fail as it deserves to fail 

The Hon Rai Bahadur P Ananda Oharln seconded 
the Resolution formally and supported by three 
other gpealcera it was earned 

Resolntion VII on the extension of the Jury 
System was moved by Mr Hem Chandra Bai m a 
very short speech in which he quoted the opinion of 
Sir Cecil Beadon as long ago as 1867 that the system 
should be universally adopted as it would prove of 
decided benefit to the Courts and would mcreese 
public confidence Mr R P Kamndikar said a few 
words only in seconding and the Resolution was 
earned 

Another long and vainly urged reform that of the 
Salt Tax was moved as Reaolotion Viil by Mr R J) 
Nagarhar seconded by hL 6 Raroaswami Gnpta 
and earned whereupon the Congress adjonrned 
The third day opened with telegrams of aympathy 
and adhesion and then Mr G ParameahTaram. 
Pillai was called ou to move Besolntion IT, protesting 
against the disabilities infiioted on Indians in South 
Afnca, and calhng on the Governments of Her 
Majesty and of India to protect them He spoke 
strongly and bitterly as was natural after desCTibing 
the infamous Act passed in h»atal which compelled 
Indians who had gone thither either to renew the 
indeTitUT© wbenever it expired or to pav nearly half 
their annual earnings to the State The Garernment 
of India liad ngroed to this monstrous measure 
which would convert a large class of industnous 
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people into lie\editarv liondMiien Sti.inge A\as the 
po'^ition of Indians 

In India, no aio poumttod to become membeis of the 
ImpLiial Legislntno Coiim il In England, o-ven the 
doors of th it unyiist nssemblv, the House of Commons, 
aie open to us lint in South Afnen, no nie not permitted 
to tia\o] nitliout n pass, no nio not alloned to -walk 
about in the night, no are consigned to locations, we nio 
denied admission to the first and second classes on 
1 iilwa\s, we nie dm on out of tiauicais, we aiO pushed 
off footpaths, wcaie kejit out of hotels, we aie icfused 
the benefit of the public paths, we aie spat upon, wc are 
hissed we are cm sod, we aic abused, and we me sub]ected 
to a ^allet^ of othei indicrnitics whuh no human beinjr 
can patiently endure 

He pointed out that Indians were niged to show 
eriteipiise and go out into the woild, and this was 
the result They had bettei lemain heie, if the 
Goveininent w'onld nob piotect them, “ till the mei cifnl 
hand of pestilence oi famine lelieies an overbmdened 
Empiie of its suiplus population ” 

]Mr Y H Apte seconded, saying that they weie 
told that England’s mission was to laise all fallen 
and downtiodden laces Who would believe it in 
the face of South Africa ^ Mr E, D Mehta support- 
ed, and the Resolution was earned 

Resolution X bi ought up the giievances of the 
Medical Services, moved by Di Xiliatan Sarkai, who 
-with Dr Golab Chandia Bez Baiiia, and Di P 0 
Handi, recounted and urged the facts which Dr 
Bahadui]! had laid before the previous Congiess It 
Avas carried 

Resolution XI was the Omnibus, and it was 
proposed by Mr All Muhammad Bhimji, and seconded 
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by Dr Nibarfln Chandru Daa, It attracted fonr other 
snpporters and was passed 

Then the gnm spectre of femme stalked into the 
Confess with Reeolntion XII and the Hon Mr 
Suxendienath Bannerji andertook the sad task of 
movmg it Had the Government accepted the policy 
nrged upon them by the Confess there would have 
been no femme Dord £lgm the Viceroy had spoken 
of the prosperity of the Central Provinces but what 
was their state as described by eve-witnesses f 
Consider the rise of the death rate dnnng the last 
two years from 25 to 97 in one case from 44 to 138 
m another from 86 to 140 m a third The Chief 
ComnuMioner spoke of femmes as visitations of 
Providence bat they oame through the blunders 
of our Rulers The speaker proved from figures how 
much better off Indian labourers were m the tune of 
Akbar than now and femmes were Nature § reminders 
to Government to mend their ways. 

The resolution was seconded by the Hon Rai 
Bahadur P Ananda Charln who enquired after 
Lord Lytton s Famine Fund. The failure of one 
monsoon had reduced the country to staiwation 
Nine other speakers followed giving details of relief 
work and pomting to the causes of femme m tlie 
dram the over taxation the lavish expenditure the 
destruction of industnea the mauj evils against which 
the Congress was ever protestmg 

Resolution XIII dealt with the normal poverty of 
Indm BO closely related to the femmes people 
nononh} half-starved have Lttle resistance power 
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Avhen complete stai ration comes Mi E IST 
Mudliolkai moved it, uiging Peimanent Settlement, 
Agncultuial Banks, laismg of minimum foi Income- 
Tax, and Technical Education Mr N M Samarth 
pointed to the danger, showing the riots which were 
breaking out, from the desperation of the people He 
laid stress on the insufficiency of the food-grams in 
the countiy, the giomng poveity of the people, and 
the mistaken policy of the Groveinment An amend- 
ment was pioposed, and the Cougiess adjourned, but 
it Avas next day withdrawn, and the Resolution 
•earned 

The fouith day opened with eleven resolutions still 
to dispose of, but the hardened Congressman is 
accustomed to rush his last fences Mr Kalicharan 
Bannerji led off with Resolution ^XIV, asking for 
Teaching Universities in particular, and improvements 
in the Univeisities in general He pointed out that 
the Universities afforded no post-graduate facilities 
for teaching or study, and noted that the successes 
■of Professor J C Bose and Dr Roy had been ivon m 
despite of disabilities and discouiagements The Acts 
■of Incorporation fettered then Universities, and they 
■could not do as they would Goimrument said the 
matter was not uigent, he prayed the Congiess to 
make it so 

hir Shivaram Mahadeva Pianjapi seconded the Re- 
solution veiy biiefly, but made a good point '^Wliat 
IS this Congress ? It is a Congress of the Educated 
Education is the Soul of the Congress ” The Re- 
solution was earned 
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Mr Jogendra Ctandra Ghose proposed Resolnhon 
XV asking for the Repeal of the Inland Emigration 
Act He spoke of the miaenea of the coolies m 
the Assam Tea Gardena that he had seen and said that 
he had seen men and women jamp off the steamers 
into the Brahmapatra to escape In 1886 the Chief 
Commissioner of Assam had said that in re- 
mote and nnhealthy tracts the planters cannot do 
without a Penal Act So an Act had been passed 
punishing with imprisonment a man who after 
r^istration refused to go or who deserted or 
refused to work. Recrmters enlisted the coolies 
sometimes kidnapped them constantly chested them. 
In the gardens both men and women were beaten 
The death rate o£ coobes under the Act was more 
than twide that of non Aurt cooliee- There was no 
difficulty ID getting labour at fair wages and the 
wage# under the Act were unfairly low 

!Mr Bepm Chandra Pol Beconded saying the Act 
was not needed except for oub-of the-way and 
unhealthy places, and none had a right to force the 
coohes to these Mr Bajani Kanta Bartar was 
snrpnsed that the British who had abolished slavery 
allowed tlus disgraceful Act on the Statute Boot 
Its provisions were barbarona, and the coobes so 
dreaded them that one man not long before had cut 
his throat as he was being marched m a gang to the 
railway station The Resolution was earned 

Resolution XVI asked that the Executive Councils 
of the Governments of Bombay and Madras might 
have three members instead of two Mj G 
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ParaInesh^ aiain Pillai \\Iio moved, pointed out that 
a ‘sympatlietic Governor v as often ovei-iulod bj the 
two ciMhan Conncillois If tlieie veie thiee, and 
the thud a non-ciMlian, the Goveinoi and the non- 
cndian could %ote against tlie civilian pan, and the 
Go^ ernoi ’s casting ^ ote u onld decide The Eesolution 
vas ‘-econded bj" ]M] Ah Muhammad Bhini]! and 
cairied 

!Mr G Subramania Iyer moved Ecsolution XT^GI, 
which piotested against the Gtiveinment policy of 
shoit settlements of Land Revenue, and asked that 
at least 00 3 ears should sepaiate levisions The 
Goveininent had piomised that Peunanent Settlements 
should evei3Mvheie bo intioduced, but the pioinise 
remained unfulfilled Mr J P Goodiidge seconded, 
speaking from his ovm expeiience as a Settlement 
Commissionei, and said that the iJiesent policy 
involved a breach of faith, and was economically 
indefensible The Resolution was earned 

Mr S P Sinha moved the eighteenth Resolution, 
stating that it was desirable that no Chief should be 
deposed without tiial befoie a Public Tribunal, 
satisfactory to the Biitish Government and the Indian 
Chiefs A Chief had no safeguaid against an 
oppressive Resident He might be deposed without 
trial He had no appeal to the House of Commons. 
Such depositions caused disquiet and were impolitic. 
Mr Came seconded, and said that the only thing he’ 
could discovei as the reason for the late deposition oh 
the Mahara3a Rana of JliaUawar was “ a petty dispute 
between a pioud and sensitive Piince and an 
20 
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exceedingly foolish Besidunt ’ He did not know if 
the deposition were justified or not for tJie facts were 
concealed 

Besolntion XCX asked that the Central Provinces 
might have an elected instead of a nominated 
member in the Supreme Legislative Conncil It was 
earned 

Besolation X ^ expressed the satisfaction of the 
Congress over the delegation of Mr J) E, AVacha to 
give evidence before the Hoyal Commission on ei 
penditnre and was moved b> the Hon Pandit 
Bishambhamath who called him onr Indian 
Fawcett The Besolntion was seconded by Air 
Q K Gokhale who said that he wanted to pav 
my own humble tribute of admiration of 31r "Wacha 
for the splendid work he has been doing all these 
recent years He spoke of their admiration for 
his nnfiagging energy for the painstakiiig character 
of his work and above all for the indomitable 
courage which always characterises him and for his 
nnnvaUed grasp of financial questions The Hon 
Eaja Rampal Smgh and Mr Came also bore testimonv 
±0 llr Wacba’s great capacitv 

Mr TT C Bannerji id Resolution yXT voiced the 
‘Congress continued confidence in Mr Hadahhai 
I^aoroji and hoped that he would be re-elected to 
the House of Commons the Resolnhon was seconded 
and carried 

Then came the final Resolutions, voting Rs 00 000 
to the British Committee re-appointingitr A,0 Hume 
nnd Mr I) E AVacha as Ueneral and Joint General 
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Secretniies, and fixing on Ainraoti as the place of 
meeting foi the Tim tcentli Congress 

I’lie Congioss lose aftei a iinnnh pioposed and 
seconded Aoteof thanks, and t lie presentation of a gold 
isatch and chain to the Piesident b\ his Aruhammadan 
admireis, and his speech in lepl} 

Thus cMidcd the 'Pwellth Xational Congiess, 1896 

RESOLUTIONS 
The Queen-Empress 

1 hosohod — Tliat (his Con"! ess (Ilsuls to jilaco on coLord its 
htiiiihle t ong’i’stiiliitions on Hei (Inuioiis Majesl\, tlie Queen 
Lniprcss, JiiMiiH- attained the hivtittli \ ea of In i it ign, the longest 
and the most hcnc/itcnt in the annals ol tin Kinpirt — a jcign 
associated Mith the iiio«t important adiniKCs in limiian h ijipiness 
and cmlisntion The Congitss e\pi esses tlic hope that Her 
Jlajcst} mat long be spaicd to reign o^ei lici jicople 

Thanks of Congress 

ir llcsohcd — That this Gongit,ss desires to conicy to Sir 
^\lllIal^ Wedderbuiii and tho othci inoiiihei’s of the Biitisli Com- 
mittee its most gititoful thanks for then disintei-osted sornces in 
the cause of Indian Political Adcanccmcnt and nccoids its hearty 
■welcome to Mi W S Came as the Delegate of tho British Com 
mittee to tins Coiigicss 

Legal 

III Bosohed — That this Congioss notices inth satisfaction 
the suppoib of public opinion both in England and in India, winch 
the question of tho separati »n of Judicial fiom Executive functions 
in the administration of justice has leccned, and this Congi ess 
once again appeals to the Go\ ernment of India and the Seciaitary of 
State, to take practical steps for speedil-v caiTjang out this much- 
needed rofoim In this connection, the Congress desires to record 
its deep regret at the death of Mi Mano Mohan Ghose, w^lio made 
this question tho subject of his special studj^ 

Yll Eosolved — That this Congress having regaid to the 
opinion of the Jurj Commission as to the success of the system of 
Trial by Jury, and to the fact that wnth the progiess of education a 
sufficient number of educated persons is acTiilablo in all parts of tho 
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eormtrr ooncmning with prerlom CcmgrB»e«, U of opinion that 
Trial by Jury ihooid Iw extended to dutrlota and ottoncoa to which 
the ■yatem at preeent dooa not apply and that tho rerdieta ahonid 
be final 

XTUL SeaolTed— That In tho opinion of thl Otmgreaa It £i 
dealiabl that m fatnre no Indian Prime or Chief ahaH bo depoaod 
0*1 the gronnd of mal-adminletrmtfcra or miaeondoet until th fiict of 
anoh mal-admlnlatration or ndaeonduot ahall hare boen eetabllthed 
to the aaitiafaotion f a Publio Tribunal, which ahaH command tho 
ccnlldenoe alike of GoTemmont and of the Indian Priocee and 
Ohiefi. 

ProvliutiJil Finanoa 

TT Benolred — Goniddemif that tho Local Ooremm nta are 
entruated with all brancheo of adm latntion excepting Army ex 
penditure anperlor anperriBi n and concrol here and in Eo^dand, 
and the payment of i tereat on debt, thla Longreaa la of opinion 
that the all tmenta made to th ProrlncIaJ Goremmenta on what ia 
cadled the Prorioolal Adtuatmenta are Inadeqoate and that bi ri w 
f the rerialan of the Quioqueomal Prcmnoial Contract, which ia to 
take plaoe In 1607 the dm haa arrired when a furthirr atep ahonJd 
be taken in the matter of flnanoial decemCraliHition. hr Lnring th 
napooafbUity of the financial adm olatratloD of th dtfforent Prorin 
cea pnedpELDy to the Local Ooremmenta, the Soyrreme Oorem 
ment rece+rlng from ea b Local Oor mment ctdIt a fixed eontri 
badoQ levied bi aocoriance with aome definlt and equitable princf 
pie which abouid not be UaU to any dlatu banco daring t^ cur 
rvDoy of the period f cootraet., ao aa to aecure to Q rem 
menta that fiaoai oortainty and that drantoge ariatng from the 
normal erpanaian of the lerenaoa, which are no cwwntial to all real 
progrota lu th dereloptneot of the Teaoorww and the aati^fantory 
adminiatratkm of tb dderent Prorlncea. 

Pabllo Barrloa 

V BeaolTud— That tbi Oongreaa, coocurring with piwioaa 
Congreeae# again rocorda Ita deop regret that the laboon of the 
Public Berrtco Oommiaal n hare piacticaDr paored rold of any 
good re* U to tho people of thla country and rep^ta lu censTiedon 
that no Mtiafaotory eel tkm of the qaeadon {a poedble nnleea Boot 
la glren to (be Keeolatkm of th Houao of Commona f tho 2ad 
June 1603 in faroor of holding th eompetltl o examlnatlonB f rtbo 
Indian CIril Scrrlcca, W Clrfl, Kedleal Police, Engineering 
T Jegrajth, F real and Aocouata, both In India and in E gland. 
Thl Co grea* would once agal rBapcctfolly nrgo cm Her Knjemty 
Ooremment that tho Reaalotfon f tho Houao f Cormnona ah nld 
be apoedfly carried ont aa a act of Jnatico to tho Indian people and 
aa the o ly adequate f IfUioont f the pledgea made to them. 
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VI Kesohed — That this Congress hereby lecoids its protest 
against the scheme reoiganising the Educational Soince ■which has 
just received the sanction of tlio Secretarj^ of State, as being calcu- 
lated to exclude Natives of India, including those ■who have been 
educated in England, from the superior grade of the Education 
Semce to ■which they have hitherto been admitted , for in the 
■woids of the Resolution — “In future Natives of India who are 
desirous of enteiing the Education Department vnll usually be 
appoiutod in India, and to the Pronncial Service ” The Congress 
prays that the scheme may be so recast as to afford facilities for 
the admission of Indian graduates to the superior grade of the 

Educational Seince 

* 

X Resohed — (a) That this Congiess notices ivith satisfaction 
tliat its ■views in connection mth the urgency and the lines of 
reform in regard to the condition of the Civil and Military Medical 
Semces of the countrj'^ hare been endorsed in influential Medical 
and Military ciicles , and in the interests of the public, the Medical 
Science and the profession, as also in the cause of economic adminis- 
tration, this Congress once again alBiins ( 1 ) thac there sliould be 
onlj one 'Military Medical Service “with two branches, one for the 
European aiany and the other for natiie troops, n orked on identical 
lines, and ( 2 ) that the Civil Medical Semce of the country should 
be reconstituted as a distmct and independent Medical Service, 
V holly detached from its present Militan connection, and recruited 
from the open jirofossion of Medicine m India and elsewhere, with 
due regard to the utilisation of indigenous talent, othei things being 
equal 


(h) That the Congiess further afirnns that the status and 
claims of Cnil Assistant Surgeons and Hosjiital Assistants require 
thorough and open enquiry mtli a 10011 to the ledrcssing of long- 
standing anomalies and consequent grioi ances 

XVI Resolved — That hai mg regard to the wisdom of the 
policj ot apjiointing to the Goi emorships of IMadras and Bombni , 
statesmen from England to the exclusion of the Sernces 111 India, 
and 111 new to the utilisation bj those Goieinors of the power of 
giinngwhen nocessai’j a casting vote allowed them bj law, this 
Congress is of opinion that it is desirable that the ExcLUtne 
Goi eiaimonts of those Froi inccs should bo administered hi the 
Governors with Coihicils of thiec members and not ot two 
members ns at present, and that one ot the thiee Councillors 
must be other than a member of the Indian Cnal Sen ice , and in 
new to carrying out the object wathout additional cost, this 
Congress would suggest th it the olheers commanding the forces 
of those ProsidLiicics bo declared mciiibcrs of the losjKctn o Gouncils, 
as the Commanders in-Chiof of Madras and Bombni were, hefoie 
the Madins and Bonibai Armies Act of 1*^01 was passed 
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Sa.lt Tax 

VIII Rok)! ed— That thi Cooffrem once ■traJn jlaco* on re- 
cord t* kcnta of th Rrwit hardship irhioh the preeent r»to of Balt 
Till Impoaei upon th poorett clatae* of the country ■ hardship 
■which render* it inonmwmt Dpon th Quremmeiit to tate tho 
earhett opportunity to reetore the d ty to the lerel of 1608 

Bontli Africa 

IT- UaaolTcd — That thla CongreM once again deems it neoe*- 
ttTT to record ts moat aolemn pmteet againat the dlaablltlea 
impoeed on Indian eettler* In 8 nth Africa and the invidlona and 
hamllinttntr diehnctlon* tnado between them and Enropean aettl r*. 
and appeal to Her Jlajeatra Gorernin nt a d the OoTemment of 
India to gnard the fcnisrreat* d Indian aettlera and to relie e them 
of the dlaibOltlM to which they are aobjected. 

Oonflrmatloxi of Prarltnia RMolntiona 

XI KeaolTed — •That thla Oongroaa concur* with lt» predecea- 
aor« In atmcLglv droeat og — 


Erctae 

( ) Pnrriftent [ i iu — urn by the Gorwmment of India on all 
Prowooial AdaunimUlona t Indoca them to carry out in it« 
Integncy the evise poUcr ^traiwlated In peragnphi 103, KM tad 
KA of th Deapatch pabllahcd m T7i Qwttt ^ 1 djs (rf 
1800 ol the i trod ction of a ritople lyatem of efleotiro lo^ 
opcWm. 

Lcpof 

(b) The hitrodoctkm Into tho Code of Orimi al Procodarn of a 
proTrrion ennhllng censed p e n mna In warrant casaa to d mand that 
innend of being tried by the Magietretr th y maT be committed to 
the Coort of Seaakjnt. 

Ult y 

( ) V modiflcatloB of the roles and th Arm Act to a* to 
make them equally ppUeablet all realdcnU i r Tiattora to lodla 
with nt dlatinetkm of creed caste or cotoor » to cnanre the ITboral 
conceMkm of licences whrrorer wild anlitmls habltnally rteatroy 
b man life, cattle nr crnp#i and to niak* 11 lIceBrea, granted under 
the reri«ed rnlea, of life-long tenare rororablo only n proof of 
mianso anti rail J throogfaoot th Prorinctal i fisdktkm i which 
they are leaned i 

(f ) The eatablUhment of Military OoHegos in India, whereat 
A tl e* of India, as dofl ed by 8tat to mty bo edocat«1 and tml ed 
tor a millla'TT career asC rntnissionod non Commltskmed oBcer* 
(accord ng to caj^dey a d qullficatlun ) in the Indian army j 
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(c) Tho anthoiisnig niid stmiulntmg of a ^videspread system 
of -volunteering, such as obtains in Gieat Britain, amongst the 
people of India 

Gompensafwji 

(/) The discontmunuce of the grant of E-^change Compensa- 
tion Allo-wance to the non-domiciled European and Eurasian 
employees of Goveniment 


India Council 

(g) The abolition of the Council of the Secretary of State for 

India 

Pioiincial Council and High Court (Panjab) 

{li') The establishment of a High Court of Judicature and a 
Promucial Legislatiie Council in the Punjab 


Coeicion of the Pieb^ 

(i) The unthdrawal of the Government of India Notification 
of 2oth June, 1891, in the Foreign Department, gaggmg the Press m 
Temtones under British administration in Native States, as being 
retrograde, arbitrary and mischievous in its nature and opposed to 
sound statesmanship and to the liberty of the people 

Poverty, Famine, and Bemedies 

XII Resolved — That this Congress deplores the out-break 
of famine in a more oi less acute foim throughout India and holds 
that this and other famines -u hich have occurred in recent years 
are due to the great poverty of the people, brought on by the drain 
of the -wealth of the country which has been gomg on for years 
together, and by the excessive taxation and over-assessment, 
consequent on a policy of extravagance, followed by the Govern- 
ment both in the Cinl and the Military departments, which has so 
far impoverished the people that at tho first touch of scarcity they 
are rendeied helpless and must perish unless fed by the State or 
helped by private chanty In the opinion of tins Congress the 
true remedy against the recurrence of famine lies m the adoption 
of a policy, -which would enforce economy, husband the resources 
of the State, foster the development of indigenous and local arts 
and industnes -wfliich haie practically been extmgmshed, and 
help forward the introduction of modern arts and industries 

111 the meantime the Oongpnss would remind the Government 
of its solemn duty to save human life and mitip^te human suffer- 
ing (the pro-visions of the existing Famine Code being m the 
opinion of the Congress inadequate as regards -wages and rations 
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and opproMlvti ai reffardi taat work) and, wmild apjwal to the 
Goremment to redeem tta pledges bj reatoring the Famine 
Inauranoe Pnnd (keeping a aepaimte aceonnt of It) to Iti original 
footing and to pplj It more largelj to its original porpoae n ^ 
the immediate rellei of the famine stricken people. 

That In rlew of the fact that prirate charity hi England is 
readr to flow freely int thlsoonntry at this awfol Jnnctnre and 
considering that large olaasea of snfferere can onlr be reached by 
prirate oiu^ty this Oongross desires to enter its moat emphatic 
proteat sgainst th manner in which the Gorornment of Tndt a is 
at present blocking the war and thts Congrrsa humbly leutiues 
to expreaa the hope that the diaastroos mistake oommltted by 
Lord Lrtton s Goremment in the matter will not be repeated on 
this occuioD 

Tm Resnired — That this Congress once again would desire 
to call the attention of the Gorernmont to th deplorabl condlhosi 
of the poorer Isasea in India, fuD forty mlUtons of whom, accord 
lug to high nfftciaJ sothoritr drag out a miserable existence cm the 
rerge a! starrati u even Id normal yrara, and the Ccaigresa wtmW 
recommend th following amcmgat other measorea for the anseliora 
tlcm of th Ir eonditicm 

(1) That the P rmaneBt Bettlement be extesded t those 
parts ^ the cmzntrr wh re It doea not exist at th present time 
and reatriotkins be pnt on irrrrr SMrssriiniili in Uioae parts of India 
where t mar not be advisable t extend the Permanent Settle* 
nent at th preaout time so as to leare the ryots sufficient to 
maintsm themsetrea. 

(2) That HgricultarBl Banks be ostabHshed and that greater 
facilJtlos be ctnrded f obtaining loans nnder the Agrioultnral 
Loans Act. 

(3) That the minimum hiooroe assessable under the Inoome. 
tax Act be raised from fire handred to on thoonud. 

(4) That technical aehoola be established and local and 
tndlgenioni man factnros fostered. 

Bdonatlon 

ITF Resolred— Th t tbe time haring come when greater 
facilities are Imperatlrely reqalred fo Higher EdooatloB and the 
projwT derelopment f tho Indian Intellect Jhan what are at 
present offered by examlustioos alone, this Oongrcsa Is of opinion 
that the Acta of IncorporatioB of th HniTTriitles of Calcutta, 
Msdrms nd Bombay should bo amended su as to proride for the 
introdnctlon f teaching functions and for a wider acopo of 
learning and so as to snlt generally the roqnlreTneTits of tho 
present dar 
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Migration 

XT Eeqolvecl — That having' legaid to tlie facility of inter- 
course bet-wocn all paits of India and Assam, this Congress is of 
opinion that the time has noi\ ainietl uhen tlie Inland Emigi'ation 
Act I of 1882, as amended b-y Act VII of 1893, should ho repealed 

Permanent Settlement 

XVII Resell ed — That this Congress enters its emphatic 
protest against the iiolicj of Go\ eramcnt, in Provinces where the 
Settlement of Land Eeienne is periodical, to reduce the duration 
of the Settlement to shorter penods than had been the case till 
now, and prays that the Settlement should be guaranteed for long 
periods, at least foi sivtj 3 oars 

Representation 

XIX Eesoh ed — That this Congress puts on rocord its em- 
phatic protest against the letrograde policy of tlio Government of 
India followed last year m nominating a gentleman for the Central 
Pronncos to the Suprome Legislative Conned without asking local 
bodies to make recoinraondations for such nomination, and earnest- 
ly hopes that Government mil be pleased to take early steps to 
gne to the Central Provinces the same kind of lepresentation jbhat 
it has alreadj' granted to Bengal, Madras, Bombay and the North 
Western Provinces 

Rxpenditrare Commission 

XX Eesoh ed — That this Congress desires to place on recoid 
its sense of satisfaction at the delegation by the Bombay Presidency 
Association of Mr Dinsliaw Eduljee Wacha, Joint General Secretary 
of the Congress, to givo evidence before the Eoyal Commission on 
Expenditure, and the Congress has full confidence that Mi Wacha 
mil give accurate and adequate expression to its views on the 
questions which form the subject of enqmrj 

Parliamentary Representation 

XXI Eesolved — That this Congress again expresses its full 
and unabated confidence in Mr Dadabliai Naoroji as the represen- 
tative of the people of India, and hopes that he w ill be re-elected 
by liiB old coiistitnencj of Central Finsbury or any other Liberal 
constituency 

Congress "SSfork 

XXII Eesolved— That a sum of *Eupocs sixty thousand be 
nssignod for the expenses of the Biitish Conimittee and cost of 
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tbe Congre« Pablicatton, Ind a jiod ilw fcir tlie oxpenM of the 
Joint Oonerel BecretEry ■ Office end tb*t the eerer*! circlee do 
contrlbate u airenged either now or hereafter In ooraiohteo fir 
the yea 1807 

Formal 

XXIII Reaolrod — That thi OongreM leeMolnti Itr A, 0 
Htun to be Geiwrel Secoetary and JJr D E IVacha to be Jouit 
General Secretary for the enaning year 

XXIV Reenlred — That the Thirteenth CcmgrcM do aaaeniblo 
OD aooh day after Ohrlatmaa D y 1807 aa may be later detennlsod 
apon, at Amranti, Berar 



Cl^APTEK Xlll 


The 27tlij 28tli and 29fcli of Decenibei, 1897, saAv tlie 
Thirteentli Naiional Congress; in meeting assembled 
at Annaoti, Beiai 692 delegates had answeied to the 
call in that ten ible -s eai of disties^ 'J'he number 
was smallei than usual, but the ohicials put eveiy 
possible difhculty in the wa} of holding the Congress 
— partly because of the wild outbinstof suspicion and 
hatied which followed the muideis of Mi Rand and 
Jjieutenaiit Ayeist, and paith because of the quaran- 
tine established in the fiist fear of the plague Theie 
was even doubt if the officials Avould allow the Con- 
gress to be held, but the steadfastness of the Recep- 
tion Committee and the caie they took in their 
arrangements finally triumphed The delegates 
were distributed as folloAvs 


Beiar, C P and Secunderabad 

593 

Madras 

38 

Bengal 

33 

Bombay 

17 

X W P and Oudh 

10 

Punjab 

1 


692 
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The Congress waa welcomed hy Wr Kbaparde 
Chairman of the Roception Committee and he opened 
with a brief account of the eaddest year that India 
hod known for long famine had ravaged the land 
plague had appeared in a form anknown for eentn 
ne* a minona frontier war had hampered finances 
floods fires and earthquakes had added their terror^ 
Glovernment and people were united m their effort* 
to ^ell 0 ^ e the distress caused by so many natural 
catastropbea when two deplorable murders commit 
ted at Poona roused tbe distrust of tbe Government 
a panic over a supposed widespread conspiracy arose 
State prosecntious began and unexpected deporta 
tions >nth a proposal to amend cnminal procedure 
Under snob circumstancea they met tie only bright 
spot in the year was the Jubilee of her who gave 
the ilagna Carta of 1868 He called on tbe Hon 
Mr Surendranath Bannerp to propose the President 
of tbe Ckmgrefts 

Mr Bonnerji m a few words nobng the gravity 
of tbe tunes owing to tbe reactionary tendency of the 
Government and the need for a stateaoian to guide 
their deHberations proposed the Horn ilr C Santa 
ran Nair an lionoured and lUaetrions leader of the 
Congress movement ’ 

Hr \[ \ Josbj seconded, saying that they 
needed that jear especially in tberr President 
unswerving devotion to the Congress unquestionable 
lojTilty and unblemished poreonal character These 
the) found in the President proposed Pandit 
ifadnn Mohan Malaviya and Mr C H Setalwad 
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suppoited, and tlie Resolution was carried with great 
enthusiasm 

The Piesident opened his speech 'with a few gi ace- 
ful woids of leference to the Jubilee of the Queen- 
EnipiesSj and then passed on to the cry of sedition 
suddenly laised by a section of the Anglo-Indian 
Press against the whole class of educated Indians He 
pointed out the impossibility of a class brought up on 
the English classics by English professois, studying 
English histoiy, reading English books, newspapeis, 
journals, not acquiring English conceptions of 
duty, of rights, of brotherhood They knew that 
class and lace divisions, degiadation and misery, 
had been cured in England by free institutions, and 
they believed that snnilai results would follow them 
heie To denj^ India i epresentative institutions would 
be to Ignore the principles, foi which the noblest 
names in Bngland^s history had toiled and bled She 
could not close the schools, nor pi event her papers 
circulating, with denunciations of tyianny in them 
Mr Chamberlain had been holding up to admuation 
Wallace, whose head was stuck up as that of a traitor, 
Biuce, guilty of a foul muidei. Emmet and othei lush 
leaders, executed for tieason by the English Grovein- 
ment “ It is impossible to aigue a man into slavery 
in the English language ” Theiefoie they -wished foi 
the continuance of British rule, that India might 
take her place in the Confedeiacy of the fiee English- 
speaking Nations of the woild 

The President, gratefully recognising the magnifi- 
cent aid sent to stafving India by Great Britain and 
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other coniitnea said theyconld not shut tlieir eves to 
theneedof torning the energy whuoheonght to relieve 
to a removEil of the causes of famine At the root of 
these famineeia tlie great poverty of India In Jlodraa 
m a favourable season there was no gram for 5 milbons 
out of a population of 28 rndbona Was that to 
continue P Permanent Settlement and Retrench 
ment were two of the neceasary reforms Mnch of 
the eipenditore was doe to the idea that the 
English were a superior race holding India by the 
sword To US this idea la hateful and therefore we 
insist upon equabtv before law and Government 
These distinctions cast a slur on our loyaltv 
accentuate race prejudjcee m a most invidions form 
and relegate Indians to the position of an inferior race 
and silently ensure the emasculation of our manhood 
The Colonies justified their bad treatment bv 

our degraded position m our own country On 

this rare queation no eonceaaion it poeaible No com 
promise can bo accepted so far as it bes in na. We must 
insist on perfect equality Inequobty means race inferior 
ity national nbasemeDt Ai^msrtion therefore of all 
citH rights conforrod on EDglishmezi, removal of all 
disabilities on Indians as wuch — these must be our aim- 

The President then referred to the distress and 
anger caused by the plague measuree m Poona the 
forcible intrusion of soldiers into the ladies quarters m 
Hindu and Ituliammadan lioines and their entry into 
family temples 5Ir Natn a leading Poona Bardar 
had sent formol written complaints to Government 
appealing to them to interfere The outrages went 
on and the President of the PIngne Committee was 
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iiairdi^r^d Tho Aii^lo-Iudi.ui att.ukfd tlio 

A'aniactilcii Pu'^-s niid the aducatod Jiidi,ui‘'j ".i i^.igg- 
nig A(t ^\.^bloudl^ deiii.iiidcd, f]ia of unjwrting 

education to the Indmn- ^\a‘' (juebtionod, llie l^rcss in 
Knirland ^\a‘' uoikod, .uid flu* I'anopo.in'' noK'tliionn 
into a panic’’ 'Die ic^'iilt na‘^ Innienl.ible ')’)ie 
brotlieis N^atii wcic aiiesled and in prison witli- 
oufc Inal, Ml 'J'llak and tlu' }k]ilois of two ^'elna- 
ciilai p i‘ V cic jiiobccntcd ^li 'J’llak was tned 1)} 
a pul ge and a ]ur> <^f (i Janopeans and 3 Indians^ and 
A\ac, of com "-e, com icted (i votes to3,.iiid w as fci cated 
as an oidiii.ii^ ciiniinal (lo\ eminent had not aiiswei- 
ed the cpiestion as to the foundation of the complaints 
made Bat India was asking it, and posteiit^ would 
ask it To tiv to stop pi ogress ‘'mat compel iindei- 
giound passages or its overflow'” 

Sliall we be content to haio India ns it is, or shall 
Ave go on and do all in oui power to lift it to a higher 
level'’’ Yeais of suhiection,nai , weniai eix-n sa^ seivitude, 
have sapped the stiength of the liidinn Nation, dwaifed 
its growth, and stnpped it of all that was grand and 
noble in it, and if India is e\er to occupy a better 
position than she fills at the piesent moment and 
take her pi open place m the scale of Nations, it must be 
entirely due to the zealous efforts of liei educated and 
enlightened men 

The warnings of fclie speaker as to the lesults of 
repression Aveie unheeded, and progress ivas diiven 
underground Mi Tilak was embitteied, but not 
terrified, and took his place among the martyis of 
liberty The bnth of the Extremist paity may be 
dated fiom the plague outrages in Poona, the ansiver 
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to the ]aat appeals by the Nata Sardars for invostiga- 
ticm by impnaonment without trial — emc© a trial 
would have proved the truth of their complaints 
— and the tmwiae Press prosecutions 

The Subjects Committee was approved and the 
CongToes adjournod, 

On the second day the business began with 

a protest against the frontier policy and a request 
that if the Imperial policy required these trans frontier 
excursions the British Exchequer should bear most of 
the cost Mr D E Wacha moved Besolution I eoi 
bodying these views and aa he said the subject had 
really been threshed out They had protested annually 
agamst the miUtan expenditure incurred by frontier 
war* The Resolution was seconded by Mr Q- 
Subramania Iyer and earned 

Resolution 11 was closely knit with the first and 
asked the British Parliament in view of the distress 
caused by famine and plagne to make a substantial 
contnbution to the cost of tho War then going on 
Mr Baibunthanath Ben m moving it urged that 
India was living from hand to month and that the 
famine had dislocated her finances moreover the 
evidence laid before the Expenditure Commission 
justified the hope that Britain would hear her share 
Mr Jaishi Ram seconded and the Resolution was 
earned with the addition that a petition embodying 
the two resolutions should be sent to Parliament 
Pandit Modnn "Nlohnn Malaviya moved Resolution 
HI which os he said cryitalliflod the exprossions of 
opinion uttered at previous Congresses on the right 
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to vote on Budgets, the i eduction of Military and Civil 
Expeiiditiii e, and a shai ing between Britain and India 
of all costs incurred m then common interests India 
had to pay for the annexation of Buima, foi foreign 
wars, let theie be dnect Indian lepiesentation on 
the India Council to vote against these charges 
Ml Hiiendianath Datta, in seconding, said that some 
good had come out of the Expenditure Commission, 
since its members had become convinced of the 
poveity of India, and this should lead to the 
establishment of an effective contiol ovei Indian 
finance The Resolution was further supported and 
earned 

A wise innovation was adopted, by the Omnibus 
Resolution, No IV, being moved fiom the Chair, as 
having been thoroiighl) discussed at previous Congress- 
es , foi the same reason. Resolution V on the Public 
Seivice Commission, and Resolution YI, on gagging 
the Press in the Feudatory States, weie put and 
earned The same procedure might well have been 
adopted with Resolution YII on Permanent Settlement, 
which was, however, moved in a very long speech by 
Ml John Adams, seconded by the Hon Mi D S 
Gaivel, supported bj^ three other speakers, and 
carried 

Ml J Choudhuri moved Resolution YIII, another 
veiy old stager, the separation of Judicial and 
Executive functions, and Mi C H Setalwad in 
seconding usetully pointed out that both the Hon 
Mr Pheiozeshah Mehta and Mr Butt had for- 
mulated schemes which showed that no additional 


21 
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expenditure need be entnilBd by carrying ont the 
reform The Resolution waa earned as ivns 
Reoolotion IX, moved from the Chair on the cauae 
of famine being only removable by n policy of 
retrenchment and reform 

"With ^.hiB the CoDgTa‘« adjourned 
On the third day the President opened the 
proceedings by pnttmg from the Chair Resolution X 
expressing thanks to (ireat Bntain the Colonies 
the United States and other conntnes for help given 
to relieve the famine and also for the services 
rendered in India bv Eogbsh and Indians 

Gratitude was right and fitting bnt the heart 
aehes that the India tlie droppings of whose soil 
fed distant Nations” in the 18th century should at 
the end of the 19th be a beggar asking at the doors 
of happier Nations for bread 

Resolution XI asking for three members instead 
of two in Executive Connens and one of them a 
nou-officisl iras moved by the Hon Mr N Snbbo 
Ran Ho pointed to the necessity for plading an 
Indian m each Executive Council nud commented on 
the fact that men like Deiran Bahadur Snuivaea 
Raghava lyengfar shonld have to go to Baroda and 
Sir T Madhava Bao sncceMively to Travancor© 
Baroda and Indore being shut out of high service m 
British India 

ilr hi C Kelknr seconded and the Reeolntion 
vras earned 

Rosolntion XII was moved bv the Hon Hr Suren 
dmaatli Ikinnerji and dealt with the exercise by 
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Gorernmetit of the special poweis given by the 
Regulations of 1818, ^19 and ’27, and uiged the 
Government of Bombay eithei to tiy oi lelease the 
Sardais ISTatu, whom they had kept m custody foi 
five months (This teirible power is exeicised in 
India still, the old lettief de cachet of Bouibon times, 
and anyone suspected by Government may be, and too 
often IS, suddenly swept out of sight, disappears, and 
there is no rediess ) Mi Sui endranath Bannerji, as 
was fitting, spoke waimly 

We legard the quartering of the Punitive Police at 
Poona as a mistake We regard the imprisonment of Mr 
Tilak and of the Poona Editors as a still greater mistake 
For Tilak my heart is full of sympathy My feelings 
go foith to him in his prison house A Ration is in 
tears Englishmen have won for themselves the 

Magna Carta and the Habeas Corpus The principles 
which underlie those concessions aie embalmed in their 
gloiious constitution The constitution, I have no hesita- 
tion in saying, is ours by birthright , born British subjects, 
we are entitled to the privileges of Biitish subjects Who 
will filch away these rights from us We are lesolved, 
and this Congress will take the pledge, you and I will 
entei into a solemn League and Covenant Let it go foi th 
from this hall, let it impregnate the public mind of India, 
we aie lesolved, by every constitutional means that may 
be available to us, to assert under the Providence of God 
our rights as British subjects, not the least important of 
which IS the inestimable right of personal liberty 

Biave and true woids, but as fiuitless in 1897 as in 
1915, and to lemain fiuitless until they img fiom 
one end of India to the othei Now, as evei, is it true, 
that only 

They have lights who daie maintain them 
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Rightly did the eloquent speaker say 

Brother delegates, aecuntv of life end property are 
the great fonudationa upon irhich rests the rust, the 
fftopendone, the colowal fabric ot Bntish rule in India 
■What becamea of these mcstimahle bleaiong* if at any 
moment your property may be confiscated and yon may 
bo arrested, Wept in matody for months together 
-without a trial and mthont e word of orplanation P 
What becomes of the boasted vnnnt of the boon 
of personal liberty and personal security under British 
rule under these circumstances f 

Mr R, K R Onma seconded the Resolution and 
quoted a remarkable statement of txird George 
Hamilton In Indio, almond irithont warning an 
apparently peaceful population might suddenlv 
become as dengeroos as onminal lunatics, with but 
one object before them — to morder the class aben to 
them This \ncked statement made on the House of 
Oommons bv Lord George Hamilton Secretary of 
State for India is one more proof of the profound 
Ignorance of India which seems to be the qualification 
for the Secretaryship If the aharaefol slander were 
aa true as it is false eren a cnniinal lunatic liu'^ to be 
brought to trial not kept indefinitely in prison 
untried Messrs P Kesava Pill^ Alfred Nandi and 
V Kale further supported and the Resolution 
was unanimously earned 

Resolution XUI brought up by Mr IW 0 
Bannerjj protested against the proposed changes in 
the law of sedition ns dealing an irreparable blow to 
liberty of speech and the freedom of the press He 
moved it m an Qtgnmentntiye and powerful 
speech showing the unfairness in matters called 
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seditious, of tipng an Indian before an English 
•|uiy, who might not even know the language of 
the accused, or by District Magistrates, officers of the 
Grovernment thieatened by the sedition He thought 
the pioposals would be foiced into law, and he said 

We must go befoie the Biitish public We must 
explain to them how the agents they have sent to govern 
the country on them behalf and in them name are dealing 
with the people, tliat is, deabng in a mannei wholly 
unworthy of the British name and the British love of 
freedom And if we can convince them that we aie right, 

I have no doubt that the British Hation will rise in them 
wrath, and free us fiom the tiammels which Lord Elgin 
and his councillois are forging for us 

]Mj- Mudholkar seconded, in an able speech, point- 
ing to the danger of the loose form of words em- 
ployed, urging that the measure was retrograde and 
most mischievous Pandit B Nairain Dhar quoted a 
minute recorded by Loid Hobhouse in 1876, in which 
he pointed out that any attempt towards even-handed 
justice was met by the Anglo-Indian press with 
outcries and menaces, compared to which the com- 
plaints of the native newspapers are gentle murmurs ” 
Similarly, Sir James Pitzjames Stephens, asked 
by certain “Native Associations’^ how they could * 
tell whether they were infringing the law, said “ Gro 
to the English newspapers , wliatevei they say, you 
may say, that anybody should want to be more 
offensive than they, is inconceivable ” 

Mr A C Mozumdai was astonished that the petty 
calumnies of newspapers, poisoning against Indians 
the mind of the Groveinment, had been so successful 
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as to lead the State itself to charge them with 
sedition. 

Born of a people wboi*6 ancestors often sacrificed their 
omi children for the snppoeod welfare of their Kings, we 
diitdaui to learn lesaona of loyalt/ from thoae whose 
liberties oro bathed and consecrated m royal blood. 

After two other gpeakere had addreaned the Oon 
greaa the Beflolotion was earned 

Hr John Adam moved Resolution XIV agamst 
the proposed mcreaae of the powers of the Polioe 
and analysed at great length the pixivisiona of the 
Onminal Procedtire Bill then pending Three other 
speakers followed and the Resolution was carried 
After a bne! recess a telegram was sent to 
Mr Gladstone on his completion of his 89th year 
and then Resolution XV thanking the Government 
for giving a Legislative Oonnefl to the Panjab and 
regretting its limitations, wne pnt from the Chair 
and earned 

Resolution XVT pointed ont that legislation for 
Berar was passed by the Executive and requested it 
might be passed in the Supreme Legislative OoimcD 
No XVn asked for the extenaion of the acope of the 
Famine Ckmiinission to enquire into the causes and 
prevention of periodical famines Hr Ramanjalu 
Nnidn moved it noticing the Madras famines of 
18W *70 V7 78 *91 and *07 Nothing had been 

done to prevent these recurrences Fourteen times 
as inac)i was spent on raflwava as on irrigation while 
if tlie mono) invested in milwnys were used for im 
gation famine ironld disappear Professor A h Sathe 
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‘seconded, iiignig that the loot of tlie recurring 
faimnes inu'^t. he found .ind dt'^tio\ed It ^\as the 
lesull of a centun's hungling ]Iaih\n\s helped 
Knglivli trade, nngation helped the i;vot I'lie 
llo'^olution ^\a^ earned 

lle'^olution XA’llI e\prcs‘'nig confidence in I^Ir 
Xaoioji A\as moved !)> tlie lion Jlai Bahadui 
P Ananda Charlu, ''ccondcd h\ ]\ri ^fotilal Gho'^e and 
earned Be^olutions XIX .ind XX, the usual thanks 
to Sii ^Villiain AVcddeihuin and the Bntish Committee 
and the Aoaily giant, and the i e-a])pomtment of 
Ml A 0 Hume and l^Ii D E "Waclia woie moved 
from the Chaii and coined, and Be^olution XXI fixed 
the meeting ol the next Congiess m Madias 
The final Eesoliitioiis, XXII tlianking the Eeception 
fox the '!iicce‘=s of singularly difhciilt vork, and 
XXIII the vote ot thanks to the Chau, were 
enthusiastically earned, and the Piesident, xvitli a 
fexv kindly A\ords of recognition, declaied the 
Thirteenth National Congress dissolved 

RESOIiUTIONS 

Military 

] Resoh ed— Tlmt tliis Congress c-qii-cssos its deep nnd earnest- 
conMction that tlie present Frontici policy of the Got ernment of 
India IS injurious to the best interests of the British Empno im 
genoml, nnd this country in particulai it nivohos fieqnont 
Militarj expeditions beyond tlie present liiliits of the British Indian 
Empire and causes great loss of lalnable li\ es and public money 
it thciefore entreats the Biitish Nation to put a stop to this aggios- 
sive policy and to lay dorni, that if such expeditions are found 
necessarj , thej being foi Impennl pin poses, the majoi portion of 
their expenses should be defrayed by the British Exchequer 

II Resolved — That in i leiv of the fact that the calamities of 
famine and plague have dislocated the already seriously embarrass- 
ed finances of this country, and crippled its limited resoinces, nnd 
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tKai- the iUlttary opCTirion* carried on boyond the North West 
Frontie are for the protecrion of Imperial Inloreeta, thla Ckm^freaa 
pntyi the British Pari asieot will pending the sottlajnent of 

the principle on which the Military ohaigea axe to be pportioned 
betwean Qroet Britain and India, bo pleas^ to maho a snbatantial 
oontribritlcm to the coat of tb prosent W 

TT, A SaaolTed — That thla Ooogreaa antborisea the President 
to submit a petition to Parilament, embodying the praye contained 
in Beoolntkrna I and II under his hsuid on Its behali 

Slxpandlfeor* OommUalon 
TTT. Baaolred— That thla Oongroaa rejoices that the “ Boral 
Conunlsdcm on Indian Bxpendltme Was pleased to decide to 
admit the pnbllo to Ita proceedlnga, and further daaliea to eipreas 
Its gr%t fal acknowladgmenis for the opportnairr alTordad by th 
HononraUe Cotnnilsslcm to repewentattm Indian witnesaea, to 
state fnllj- the ease on behalf rf litdla. With regard to th thre© 
dirlaloiis of th referroce th Oongreas destrea most reipeo t fnlly to 
fnbmlt the f Uowtng praysra for the fariMirabl conslderathm of 
the HoDOnrahle Oommlnion 

(I) As regards th maobhieiy to einttrol Indian Bxpenditnn h 
is prayed 

(1) — that the non-ofiolal memben of the Tlceray's Ooimcn 
may be made more directly lepieeenl tire of th ladisn people 
anc{ that they m y bare (he right to more amendments and dlride 
th Ooonoil upon the Prorlaloiu of th Budget; (Z) That a.«nlfl 
oinit ntnnber of repreaentatire Indiana of position and experienoe 
mar be nominated to (he CooiurQ of the Secretary of State on the 
recotnmsndatkm of the elected membora of the Tlooror and Locnl 
lieglalatire Oonncfls ; and (9) that each year a Select Oommlttoe 
of th Honae of Commons may bo appointed to enquire Int nd 
report upon, th financial condition of India | 

(8) As regard* th pregreea of Expenditure It is prayed that 
th unitary snd other unpredocUre eipcmdltare be reduced, that 
IsjT^er amounts be spent io promoting th wortaro and pregross of 
the people and that ^arge ssrtng and more efficient admlnistra 
Uon mar bo obtained,’^ (h sobstltntkm, as far as prectlceble, of 
Indian f European ngonry in th higher gmdea of the Pnhllo 
Bcrrico I and 

(3) As regards spportlonmoiit of charges, it 1 preyed that 

th Imperial Trons ry itay bear a fnlr proportion of all xjKmfllture 

in which th ommem Int rest# of India and the rest of the Empire 
are Inrolred ; and that rtpoedally the expense of the present war 
beyond th fro tier may be largely borne by the Imporinl Eiche 
qoer lastly that it be an Instrocdon t the President to submit a 
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tn[>\ of tlu^. 'Uo'^ohitiou, vuidor his own si^niiiiuT to the Chiiiiniin 
of tin Hoijil Coniini'-cioi) MUh tin loast ])inciKnl)lo (h'liu 

Confirmation of Previous Resolutions 

IN 1{< — 'Hint tlii-» Cotiirri'ev com iir.- u itli Its ])) odei os- 

pors in nih o( (itinjLt (IV)ii (o) (i ) (<;) , (/i) oniutinfr 

]’ro\incm1 C oiincil, uliu Ii lind hocn irrmfed ) 

And this Conttross, coiunmnir i\ ith its jirodocoHsoi s ncoids us 
protests f(i)— (d) VI, VllI, 1\, MX.) 

And tills Conj'rcss, nlco coiiciirnnp I'lth its pi-edecessors, 
c\pn sscs Us tirni coinictuin 

(n) (IS'llj X) 'J'liiit in the intcrtsts of the public, the 
Mediciil Sc unit', and the Profession, ns nKo in the enuHo 
of cconoinn ndininistmtion, (1) there should be onU one 
Jledical Nlilitnii Sej^ nitli two bnnehes, one for the 
European Arini and one for Nntue 'iTOops, woiked on 
idenfic.ll lines, (2) the Cud Nfcdunl hen ice of tlie eountn 
phoiild be n constituted ns u dintincL and indejicndent Jlcclital 
Senico, wholly detached fi-oni its jirescni* Militnn connection, 
and reel lilted from the open profession of inedicine in Inclm 
and clscivherc, with due icgard to the utilisation of indigenous 
talent, other things being equal , and (.3) there should be a 
thorough, open emiuin into the status unci elniins of Cm) Assistant 
Surgeons and Tlosjntal Assistants with a new to the icdrcssing of 
long-standing anomalies and consequent griecances 

(h) (1890 XIY) 

(c) (189G XY) 

(d) (1890 XYIII) 

(c) (1896 YII) 

Public Service 

V HesoUed — That this Conga css concuriing wath pionous 
Congresses, again records its deep regret that the Inboui-s of the 
Public Sore ICO Commission Imee pmctieallj proved void of any 
good result to the people of tins country, and repeats its connction 
that no satislactoiy solution of the question is possible, unless 
effect IS gie en to the Jlesolutioii of the House of Commons of the 
2nd June, 1893, in fn\ our of holding the competitive examinations 
for the Indian Civil Sercices, vis, Cinl, Medical, Police, Engiiieei- 
ing, Telegraph, Forest, and Accounts, both in India and in England 
This Congress would once again respectfully urge on Her Majesty’s 
Government that the Eesoliition of the House of Commons should 
bo speedily caincd ont, as an act of Justice to the Indian people, 
and as the only adequate fulfilment of the pledges made to them 
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XI Hwolred — ITut, h&Tinfr ^ vlnicnn cJ tho 

policy of ■pjxnntiiig to the GovorwJnMpi of Uadw and Bomboy 
■tntetmen from England, to tfco «ix.laafcm of the Se r rioCT la Indfk, 
thii C-ongw^B u qI optnion that It 1 desltable that the Execntire 
GoTwroment of thoae Prorfucoa abonld b* edminietered br the 
Goremora with Councils of thieo ^ombera and not of two limn 
bera, M at preaent and that no of the three ConncOlora ahonld be 
other than a metnbe of the Indian 01 I Sorrlro 

OoAvolon 

PrtM 

Y1 Ewolred — That thia Oontrreaa being of optnioa that the 
Gomrumant of Indm \otiflralloa of £. (h Jnno, 1891 in the Foi«lini 
Department, gagging th Pteet In Tomtoriea under Britiah ad 
mi^tration In Sartre Btatea, (a retrograda, arWtraty', and mlachier 
oat In ita QAtnre and oppii^ to aoand alateamanahip and to the 
liberty erf the people, again entara Ua emphatlo protoet agaiuat the 
tame, and urgee Ita aaoceUatfoD wltboet delay 
Lttin* da OachH 

TTT. Beeolred — That thla Cong i aae reapectfullr lepreeate* 
th ex nnae W the Ooremment of th ♦atjaorutnary wwera roetod 
In them by Bengal Begulatfon m of 1A18 MadnuBegnUticni n 
of 1819 nd Bombay Regulation \X\ of 188* at e tiue of peace 
and quwt, and ubmila that och powen ahnuld be exerctaed anlr 
under auch luniutiona at will eurare thetr being pnt In force wilti 
the ntznoat iroumvpecrton and cere and under o aenae f the high 
eat reapocdbilltT bV the Qoremroent 

(«) Thie Oongreee therefore orgea that none of theee Regn- 
latkmt alwold be jKit tnlo force except aftc potifioatkin by the 
lyoenl GoremTuent concerned that the droumatancea contemplated 
by the preamble of the Begulatkma exlat Ic It* Pr or l MO or In eom 
defUdte area withtn th Pforlooe and that tt Intend* If neoeaaary 
to exordao the perwere reated in It a^d further th t In no caae 
bould aoch poweri extend U> Voeptng a pereem arreated under 
them In coatody for a Mriod jf 1 ngcr than three montha without 
hia being brought to tr( 1 before a Oo^ of Jaatioe, 

(6) That Ihie Congreae, while feeling that tb Gorernment 
of Bombay nnjat harv acted undo a aenao of rwponalbilrty In 
aiTTatlng the Bardara N tn tmd r Bombay R gulatioii XXV of 1B27 
la T t of opWcm, that, flr awnthe Imrlog now lajwed from reh 
arreet It la the duty of tho Oorenunent, in the 1 tereeta of JnatJea, 
ami alao to eUay tl e dieq lot end tmeaalne^ which haabeen created 
fn tho mlnda of th people at large by th arroat, t bri g thorn — 
th BenlfiT* Natu— to trial will oat letar or If the Gorommont 
hare do anfflejent erMeaee egafaat them to place l«foro a Court of 
Joatice to releaae them. 
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Xni ed — Til It (In*: Coiifri c‘'‘. \ic\\r wifli nlnrni niid 

njiMot^ till' tlinntri'v jirojKi'^t'd in the f M'Jliiitr liiw of Hoditimi up 
defined in f'Pition 12 Ji, niul of tm ulntin^ f iKe rojiorl'' as defined 
in ‘'ootion ')()j of tin Tndinn P( n i1 ( otle, jind i*- of ojiinion tlint 
Simon IJlnof the Indiiin I’ennl Code I’eqnin's anundinoni, not in 
tlio din't tinii offrrintii ‘itrinnenee hnl in lliiit of fjrcatei fricdoni, 
nid if th(' 1 iM (if '-(•dition in India is to he iiiadi the same as it is in 
Kntrlniid, the idniinisti'ntioii of it oti/,'lit tola safe^nirdcd siib 
stintiilh III the saiiii nav ns it m then, ii:, that the li lal of 
ncciiFt>d jieiFoiiH must alnats hi h\ jnr\, at heist om half of whom 
should he persons of llie « line nalioiinhti as tlie ai ni«ed, and that 
till ir Mrdiet should he unanimous \nd this Coiifri ess ptroiiftly 
proti sts air nnst i asps of s(>ilitioii hi iiif' madi' ti i ilile h\ Maj;i°ti“itcs 
and not In Conns of Sessions and llifth Com ts eMliisn eh , ns 
hintofon, and ajraiiist the jiioposal to imist Distiut Jlafristiates 
with the J 10 W 11 of talliii"’ upon pi rsons w ho, 111 till ir ojimion, dis- 
scniinnli dis ifTiction, to find sure tits of frond ludiaMonr foi twcho 
months This Con/rn ss is fiirlbti of oinnion that thi chaiifreB in 
the law now jirojiosi d, will lit iiltof'etlier at \arinnre with the 
jiledges gnon h\ Sir .Tamts Pit/ Tames Stephen when pnssiiiR- 
Soilion 12-11 of the Indian Pi nnl Code thioiifrh the Conntil, and 
avill deal in iiToparihIt blow to liheitt of sjieecli and fi-eodom of 
the I’loss, thus retarding the jntigrcss of the tnmin\ and ti’oating- 
terror instead of confidentc in the iiiindB of the pcopk 

Tint a tojn of tins llesolntion he Hiibmittcd to the Logislatno 
Council In the Picsidciit. 

Crnmnal Procedure 

XIV Ilosohed — That this Congress desircB to record its pro- 
test against the Cnminal Proccdiiii Bill of IS97 now ponding be- 
fore the Impoiml Legislative Council, as being n ictrogadc and 
reactionnrj measure, winch will add to the nlroadv largo powers of 
the Police, int ost l\ragistratcs at itli a diet retionary autlionta wdnch 
tliea do not now possess, and curtail the powers of tlio High Couits, 
all to the extreme prejudice of accused persons 

Permanent Settlement 

Yll Resolved — That this Congress enteis its emphatic protest 
against the policj of the Goaeniincnt m Pi-oainccs where the 
eettlemont of land leacnue is poiiodical ui reducing the dumtion of 
the Settlement w hile enhancing its amount, and eviiressos its firm 
conviction that, in the interests of the coantrj’’ it is absolutely 
necessary that the land levenne in sncli Provinces should he 
permanently settled 
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Vin Retolved — Th»t thU Oon^yret* notloet with •atUf^ctlon 
tko tapport of poW^e opittlcm both fa England and in India which 
th goMtion rf the laparatlcm of Jodldal and EmcntlTo fnnetkjna 
In the admiidatratlon of Joftlrt ha rtCi»iT«d, aad thli OcaiffTW 
once ag^in appealt to the Go^rumant of India and tha SoOTtarr 
of Stale to prajrtloal atapa for carr^in^ ont the nraoh needed 
refomn 

FArobtA 

EX. Eeaolnod — That tht Oonffreaa ia rI d to note that the 
Gornrnmont of Izidui haa appolated a tamloe Conuniaalon and 
bojiea that tbo Commianon inatltnle a eoarohlDR enqniiy Into 
the matte , At the aacra time th OonRToaa once a^n de alfga to 
repeat ita oonTictloa that fasnnea axe dne to tho ereat porerty of 
the people brooght on b? tho dmfa of the weaJtii of the country 
-whlcn haa been gnlnR on few yeara together and by the eicaolre 
taxation. andorvT aaaeaamoQt conaagoeet on apoIicT f Ttmragance 
followed hy th GoTemtaaet both In the OlrQ and UDltarr tiepnrt- 
manta, which bare ao Car Unpoeurlahed th pw^ple that, t the dni 
tovh of acardty they are reedared helplena ana muat pariah, onleta 
fed the State or h Iped by pritate charity In tte opinion of 
thl Oc«f(naa (he boe reenedr agnhut the recnrreace of famina Uea 
In the adoption of a poUoy whfah would enforre economy hujbaztd 
the rcaoorcee of the State foatcr the deralopinect of Indlganoua 
and local rU ad icdoitnea, wb h hare pncthmUr been oxtin 
gniahed, nd help forward th rntrodootl n of modem arta and 
Loduatrle*. 

XVil. Hoaolred — That thie Oongreae pram that the aoope of 
the Famine GontmiaaKm ppolnted by the OoTemment of Inlia be 
extended, eo ae to Include en enquiry fato the caoeee of porfodlcal 
famines and the remedies for tb prevenUoo cf the tarn 

X, Resolred — That this Gonoyeea eipreeaea its heart felt 
ffratitttde to the British pnbllo and to tb peoples of the Bntl h 
Colonies, tbo United States of Xmerica and other foroiKn countries 
for tho generous aid afforded by thorn to the stairinfl' mllUoTis of 
this cotmtry during tho lato drmdful Haltarion of famine and also 
wishoa to fdace on rorord Ite biffh apfireeiadou cd the sorrices which 
maoT men, nd women — Fogileh nd Indian — residing in this 
rtmntry rendered, and the peenntary help they oaro for tho mllef 
f thoeo afSlctod hr that caiaiiiity 

And that it be an Instruction fa the rarioos OongroM Coniinlt 
teen to raise a am of a iboiunnd pounds, to be sent to th I«rd 
ilayox f Lo don on behalf of tho Congress in order that ha might 
bo pleased to put eom memorial In some con^plonons part of 
London xTwesaJng th praHtodo ol thn pooplo of India for tho h Ip 
rendered them during the tfmo of the last f mine 
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liogislativo Council (Pnnjab) 

W — n’Imt fhiF Coiifrro*-!-, tliniikniff Oio 

fiovoniinoiu for jrniifinf^ (lii> imon of n Lo^Mslatn e Council to (ho 
Pnnjiil), jihirce on ixionl it*, n ;rivt tlmt (lun linM- not oxtoinUd to 
the Conncillor' thi' nirht'- of intt t|)t>]hition, mil to tlu jicojilo (ho 
nijlit of rt I onniit inhiifr (’onmiUon foi noniiniition, siu h as aro 
on]o\orl h\ (ho ronia illors and pt ojdt in tlio otiur T’iumiuos 

Borar liOgislation 

XVI hi soIm d — That (ho Ih-oMiioo of Horn, tlioiiffh not a 
in of Hritiph India, ic adnnniston d h\ tlio fiotoinor (lenti il-in- 
Council in tlio qnne nnt as an\ poi tion of Hritish India, hut the 
important nork of loftislafunt for tin I’loi mi o is ]iorfoi mod In the 
r\eiuti\t nipto id of hi the Lepri<=latm Cornu il resiiltwift often m 
nnsuitahle and incoin onient UffiKlatioii Tins Coiiftress theiofoie 
Innnhh jini s that fo lonpr as Bern is idmnnstoK d hi the Goi ernor- 
Goiu ril in Council all Ians and orders hai in<t the force o{'laii, 
intended for Bcrai, sluinld he emitted hi the Snpi cine LegiRlntno 
Counnl, in the Fame iiai as those foi British India jimper 

Parliamentary Representation 

Will BeRolicd — That this Congi ess again e\]n esses its full 
!ind iiimhated eonhdcaee in Mi Dadiihlioi \aoroji ns the rcpioscnt- 
atne of the people of Indi i, and hoiies that he mil bo le-eleetod by 
Ins old Conptitiieni 1 of Ccntnil rinslnirj or nni other Liberal 
Constitiionci 

Thanlts of Congress and Congress Work 

XIX Resolied — That thiF CongrcRs dosiies to coni ei to Sir 
Wiliam Weddcibiirn and the othci meiiiheis of the British Commit- 
tee its most grateful thanks foi their diRintcrestod seinces m the 
cause of Indian political adinnceinent 

And that a sum of Bs 00,000 he assigned for the expenses of 
the Biitish Committee and cost of Congioss publication, Indw, 
and also for the expenses of the Toint General Soerctarj^’s Othce, 
and that the seioral eii-elos do conhihiito an arranged, either now or 
hereafter in Committee, for the year 1898 

Formal 

XX Resolved— That this Congress re appoints Mr A 0 
Hume, C B , to bo General Secrctaiy and Mr 1) E Waeha to be 
Joint General Seci-otniy for the ensuing year 

XXI Resolved — That the Pouiteonth Indian Xational Con- 
gress do assemble on such daj after Christmas Daj, 1898, as may 
later ho determined upon, at Madras 



CHAPTER XI\ 

Titb iourteenth Seesioo of the Isational Congress 
was hel'? in Madras on December 29th 80th and 
Slat 1898 The clouds were gathering on the 
pohtical lioruwn coercion was ahoiriDg its hideons 
face ensuring the growth of socret conspiracy and 
alienating from the Government Tehich confessed its 
weakness by employing it all that was beat and no- 
blest in the land The ^miue and the plagne had 
eieroised a depressing influence in the coxiDtry and 
the dislike shown to the vivifying influence of English 
education had increased The nnmber of delegntes 
fell to dI4 distribnt-ed as follows 


ITsdras 

519 

Borar C P and Hyderabad 

18 

Bomba) 

27 

h r 

11 

Bengal and Asaam 

88 

Penjab 

1 

014 


The Gongrcvs met on December 20tlt and was wel 
corned by the Cbaimian of the Reception CkiinmiUee 
the Hon Atr Js Snbljamu Pantida wlio after a few 
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wolds referring to the loss of Mi Griadstoue, the 
Mahaiaja of Daibhaiiga and Sardar Dayal Singh — 
two towers of strength to the Congress — dwelt on the 
value of the Congress as an inter pi etei of the Indian 
mind to the British G-oveniment and to England 
He complained of the attitude to the Indians of the 
officials, who saw conspiracy where there was none, 
who narrowed personal liberty in times of peace, 
brought in laws against sedition, and made distinctions 
between the Biitish-born and the Indian subjects of 
the Queen-Empress He pointed out that the func- 
tion of the Services was not to shape the policy of 
the State, but only to caiiy it out when declared, and 
that then inroads on Government should be checked 

The Hoii Rai Bahadur P Ananda Chailu, C I E , 
proposed Mi Ananda Mohan Bose as President, 
Mr R H Mudholkai seconded, Mr John Adam and 
Ml Jaishi Ram supported, and the election was 
earned by acclamation 

The President opened his speech with a very 
beautiful tribute to Mr Gladstone, who had passed 
away during the year, and then said a few words on 
the aiiival of the new Viceroy, Lpid Ouizon, who had 
landed at Bombay on that day, expressing a hope — 
not destined to be lealised — that when he left the 
country, he might cany with him some of the love 
that followed Mi Gladstone on leaving the world He 
then turned to the unfoitunate tendency which was 
showing itself, winch would become disastrous if not 
checked However sIoav piogiess towards freedom ivas 
in this country, it had at least been almost continuous 
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Twenty years before they had a brief reaction m the 
Veroacniat Press Act of Lord Lytton but it was 
qtucVly withdrawn now they had had two j ears of 
re-action a reversal of the wise and beneficent policy 
of the past In the Ldacational Service Indians had 
been admitted to the highest gpmdes on exactly the 
same terms as Englishmen abont twenty years ago 
their pay was reduced bnt the highest grades were 
still open to them. In 1800 the year of the Diamond 
JnbUee they were excluded from some of these 
appointments for the first time their status loivered 
and their pay further rednced. In this same year 
the Engineering College of Roorkee was closed to 
Asiatics of pore descent whose domicile was in one of 
the three Presidencies 

It IS quaint to notice in this that Asiatics of impure 
descent were not exclnded I To give privileges to 
lUegitimaLy is peculiar to the Government of India 

The next great wrong was the impngonment of the 
brothers hatn who had been lying for 18 months 
in prison without trial England pointed at Russia 
with scorn for similar deeds and everyone felt his 
perreonal liberty injecore where such me<isur©3 were 
^allowed Agam there was the new law of sedition 
and the changes in the Criminal Procedure Code 
wluch put public speakers and editors of newspapers 
on a level with rogues and mgabouds liable to be 
called on to furnish security for good behaviour 
and allowed n Dutnct ilagistrute the head of the 
police to try cases of sedition Many other retro- 
grade measures had been passed^ among them the 
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Calcutta ^Municipal Bill, winch proposed to take away 
almost all poA\er from i Coi])oration ^\ Inch had used 
its powers with luaiked thus stnking a severe 

blow- at Local Self-Go\ ei nmeut The Piesident then 
Cl incised the Frontier pollc^ of the Goveinment, 
ctippling by its cost eAcr^ inleinal icfoiiii What 
waste be tlie future policy of the Gocernment — back- 
waid or forward ^ 

Aie we to niarcli barkwaitL into tlie methods of 
despotism, to the weapons of coeicion, to the polic}- of 
distinst 01 we aie tonuuch onwaids in tlio patli which 
wasti-aced out by those noble Englishmen who ha\e been 
the foundci s, the consolidatoi s, the sa\ lonrs of the Empue, 
the ])ath which leads to ad^anclng and not to receding 
freedom, to gientei tiust m the people, to rights enlarged 
and not to concessions w ithdrawm 

Alas > the first altei native has been chosen, despite 
the one item of the Council Reforms, wnth much of 
their value juggled out of tliem by the policy of 
distrust 

In a letter teceived by him while in England, the 
President said, from a gentleman who had taken no 
part in politics, the following occ lined “Are you a 
friend to Biitish Rule? tiy youi best to induce the 
authorities to withdraw the suicidal policy of Govern- 
ment If you aie an enemy, well, my advice is keep 
quiet and let things take their course ” Mi R C 
Dutt had lately said that he could haidly lemembei 
any time “ when the confidence of the people of India 
in the justice and fair play of English rulers was 
so shaken, as it has been rvithin the last two yeais ” 

The President eloquently uiged on the Biitish tn 
give up coercion, and to 
22 
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find the path of safety of honour of matual ad\'an 
tage, and the truest and most abiding glory m going 
formirda m fearless confidence, trusting the people, 
extending the bounds of freedom, not forging new fetters 
but gradually removing thoae that exist, not taking away 
bnt addmg to the n^ta of the people helping on the 
oanse of India s regeneration with the passionate longing 
and the loving aidonr that oome from the oonscionsnees 
of a dnty and a solemn responsibility from on high 
The edncated classes of India are the fnende and not the 
foes of England, her natural and necessary allies m the 
great work that lies before her 

The President further tonched on various reforms 
and snggested the direct representation of India in 
Parliament urged that the Congress should work 
continaonsly thxonghout the year and choose special 
items to press each year He conolnded with a noble 
peroration on God and the Motherland ’ and sat 
down amidst enthusiastic applanse 

The Sab]ects Committee was then approved and 
the Oongreas adjoamed 

On the second day December 80th the first three 
Eesolutions expressing gnef for the deaths of 
Mr Gladstone the Maharaja of Darbhanga and Sardar 
Dayal Bingh were moved from the Chair and passed 
by the audience standing up m solemn silence 

The Horn Mr C JambuUngam Mudabar moved 
Kesolntiou TV a protest on the law of sedition which 
bad been passed in the Supreme Legislative Connoil 
aigamst the stcbbom opposition of the non-officml 
jnembers and an nnprecedented ngptation m the 
iconntry He traced the history of laws against ledi 
lion and the introduction of the words liatred and 
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contempt,” which mcluded all ciiticism of Govern- 
ment, since criticism implied that the action criticised 
Avas against sound reason oi common sense , also 
Indian Native subjects, not Eurasian or Anglo-Indian, 
might be punished on return home for Avoids spoken 
abioad The effect of this and of the “good 
behavioui ” clauses Avas that an Empire Avhich had 
been consolidated “ bj confidence and goodwill has 
been conveited into a Government of suspicion and 
distiust A peimanent bitterness of feeling has 

taken root ovei the land, over its Avhole length and 
breadth ” He concluded with a hope that the new 
Viceioy Avould repeal “ the iniquitous legislation of his 
piedecessor” Mi Taiapadu Bannerji seconded, 
and the Resolution Avas supported by Pandit K P 
Kavyabisharad and Mr T Venkatasubba Iyer, and 
caiTied 

Resolution V Avelcomed Lord Curzon and expressed 
a hope that he Avould govern according to the best 
traditions of British rule , it was moved bj'- the Hon 
Mr Suiendranath Bannerji, who, referring to speeches 
delivered in England by the neAv Viceroy, said that 
these speeches mspiied a hope that Lord Cnizon’s 
name might be linked Avith those of Bentinck, Canning 
and Ripon Such was the friendly feeling which Lord 
Cuizoii changed into bittei hatied The Resolution 
AA^as seconded by NaAvab Syed Muhammad Bahadur, 
suppoited by the Hon Rai Bahadui P Aiianda 
Chailu and the Hon j\ti D S Gaiud, and carried 
Resolution AH, on Permanent Settlement, Aias 
moA'ed by Mi G A^eukataratnam, aa^Iio showed how 
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tbe promises of Government as regards the land had 
been treated as waste paper and pointed oat that 
the ryotwari tenure had been so changed as to have 
lost its valoable charectenstics 3Ir M E Bodaa 
seconded^ and dealt with the retrograde land pohcy 
in Bombej shown by the legislation. The Khots 
were being forced to give op their villages hecanse 
the assessments they were compelled to pay to the 
Government were far higher than the rents they 
received from their tenants A Khot who received 
Ra 700 for a village had to pay Rs 2 000 and so 
the Khots gave up the villagea and the Government 
attached them. By legislation the Government were 
confiscating private property enjoved for long and 
under sanads from Mnsalman Emperors The 
Besolntion was earned 

Resolution VTI dealt with the Frontier policy of 
the Government and was moved in a spirited speech 
by 3Ir G Subratnania Iyer who condemned this 
mischievous and dangerous Frontier piolicy a 

policy prompted by that spint of aggression abroad 
and repression at home which has prevailed for aome 
time ” All improvements at home were starved for 
want of the funds wasted in foolish aggression If 
the WOTS were made for Imperial purposes then let 
Bntain pay the coat and leave Indian money to be 
spent on Indian needs Hr Cham Chandra Ghose 
seconded quoting English opinion civil and mihtary 
against the forward policy and asking the Government 
to retam to the policy of Lord Lawrence and Lord 
Ripon and find a scientific frontier in the hearts of a 
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lo\al and contented people Tlie Resolution was 

Gained 

!Mr W A Chambers, in moving Resolution VIII, 
against the establibhment of Secret Pie^-s Committees, 
said tliat, as an Englishman, lie could not undeistand 
such an institution being establislied in any country 
adniinisteied bv his countiymen He gave as an 
example an aiticle published in the Roiiibay Pie- 
sidency, vhicli had dravn dovn on the Editor a 
lettei from his Hagisti-ate , the aiticle and letter 

were sent to Sii William VVedderbiiin, and came 

into his o\Mi liands He took them to the Editor 
of a large London papei, vho chaiactensed the 
article as innocent, and the lettei as '' monstrous ” 
He said to the Editor This is the sort of 
thing that is taking place, not in Russia, not in 
Germany, but m a countr}’’ foi whose Goveinmeiit 
you and I are responsible ” In his own paper, he 
had always been ready to correct any mistake he had 
unwittingly made, and all Indian Editors would do 
the same if tieated with couitesy and candour. Mr 
H C Kelkar seconded, and asked for the indignant 
vote of the Congress against “ the hateful institution 
of the Press Committees, which are only a thinly 
veiled Press censorship, and as such a distinct dis- 
grace to British Rule in India They were part of 
the re-actionary policy adopted by the Government, 
the natural sequel of the amendments to the criftiinal 
law The Resolution was carried 

Resolution IX continued the protest against re- 
action, this time witli regard to Local Self-Government, 
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tte promiaea of Gorreromwit as regards the land had 
been treated as waste paper and pointed out that 
the ryotwari tenure had been *o changed a* to ha've 
lost ita valuable characteristics Mr il R Bodas 
seconded, and dealt with the retrograde land poUcy 
in Bombay shown hj the legislation- The Khots 
were being forced to give np their viUages because 
the asaeasmenta thev were compelled to pay to the 
Government were far higher than the rents they 
received from their tenants A Khot who received 
Rs 700 for a village had to pay Rs 2 000 and so 
the KhoU gave np the viUagee and the Government 
attached them By legislation the Government were 
confiscating private property enjoyed for long and 
nnder eauads from Mosalman Emperors The 
Resolution was csmed 

Reflolntion VJj. dealt with the Frontier policy of 
the Government end was moved in a spirited speech 
by ilr G Snbramania Jyer who condemned ” this 
mischievous and dangerous Frontier policy a 
policy prompted by that spint of aggreesion abroad 
and tepreasion at home which has prevailed for some 
tune " All improvemonU at home were starved tor 
want of the funds wasted m foolish aggression If 
the wars were mode for Imperial purposes then let 
Britain paj the cost, and leave Indian money to be 
spent on Indian needs Mr Cham Chandra Ghose 
seconded quoting English opinion mnl and military 
against the forward policy and asking the Government 
to retnm to the pohcy of i»ord Lawrence and Lord 
Ripon and find a scientific frontier in the hearts of s 
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loyal and contented people The Eesolution was 
earned 

hlr W A Chambeis, in moving Eesolution VIII, 
against the establishment of Seciet Pi ess Committees, 
said that, as an Englishman, he could not undei stand 
such an institution being established in any country 
admmisteied by his countiymen He gare as an 
example an article published in the Bombay Pre- 
sidency, which had drawn doivn on the Editor a 
letter from his Magistrate , the ai tide and letter 
were sent to Sir William Wedderburn, and came 
into his own hands He took them to the Editor 
of a large London paper, who characterised the 
article as innocent, and the letter as “ monstrous ” 
He said to the Editoi “ This is the sort of 
thing that is taking place, not in Eussia, not in 
Germany, but in a country for whose Government 
you and I are responsible ” In his own paper, he 
had always been ready to correct any mistake he had 
unwittingly made, and all Indian Editors would do 
the same if treated with courtesy and candour Mr 
IST C Kelkar seconded, and asked for the indignant 
vote of the Congress against “ the hateful institution 
of the Press Committees, which aie only a thinly 
veiled Pi ess censoiship, and as such a distinct dis- 
grace to British Eule in India ” They were part of 
the re-actionary policy adopted by the Government, 
the natural sequel of the amendments to the ciiflimal 
law The Eesolution was cairied 

Eesolution IX continued the protest against re- 
action, this time witli regard to Local Self-Government, 
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by the introdnotion of the C-ftlcntta ilanicipal Bill 
and the Bombay City Improvement Trust iilr G S 
Khaparde moved it remarking that Lord Eipon 
maugnrated a pobcy of Loc»l Self Government 
but the eiecntive officers spoiled it in carrying 
it cmt To Calcutta they gave a Master Servant * 
m the shape of an appointed Chairman who 
controlled everything and to Bombay a Ser- 
vant Master a Municipal Commissioner who acted 
as a paid Secretary bat did not take his orders from 
hie employers thus he declined on one occasion 
to prodoce the records of the Mnnimpality for the 
inspection of the Municipality I Mr Khaparde made 
a thorough, and witty erpcwnre of the devices of the 
officials to make Self Government a sham Mr J 
Chondhun seconded remarking that the fault of the 
Calcutta Corporation was that they did too mnch and 
wore out their official chairman The Lientenant-Gover- 
nor complained that they were over sealoos they did 
their duties with a great amount of self eacnfice and 
seal, ^nd that the Commissioner could not keep pace 
with them Mr B S babasrabuddhe supported 
and noted that in Poona the number of nominated 
members bad been increased and the candidates 
rejected by the people had been nominated by the 
Government The Resolntion was earned 

Resolntion IX, in favour of the separation of Exe- 
cutive and dadicial fnnctions was put from the Chair 
and carried 

Resolution X, for the reorganisation of the Civil 
and ilibtar} iledical Service so closely associated 
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■vMth the name of De Bahadur]), was moved by 
Dr 2^ili-atan Siikar, seconded by Dr T M Nan, and 
earned, vnth a rider ovpie‘>sing giief at the loss 
sustained by the Congre'^s and tlie country in tlie 
nntnneh doatli of Dr K N Bahaduiji 

Ml Gr Paiaineslivaiain Pillai moved Resolution 
XII, piotesting again-^t tlie ditsabilities indicted on 
Indians in iSouth Afiica, showing I’ow tliey weie 
becoming greatei as time vent on In 1894, they 
were deprived of tlie franchise in Natal, the disabili- 
ties of Indians m their own countiy being carried 
ovei to Natal In 1897, the law compelled them 
“ to choose between perpetual bondage and an odious 
poll-tax ” Mr Gandhi had begun his agitation 
— none knew then how fai it would go — and three 
additional disabling Acts had been passed, in Avhicli 
Indians weie not named, the Colonists being ashamed 
openly to take so unfaii a course, but the Piime 
Ministei of Natal, Mi Harry Escombe, was not 
ashamed to say that “no Government dreamt of 
applying the law to Emopeans The object, 

hoAvever, was to deal ^vith Asiatics Some people 
said they liked an honest straight! oi ward course. 
Wlien a ship was heading against a mnd she 
had to tack, and by-and-bye she leached her 
goal When a man met difficulties he fought against 
them, and, if he could not knock them over, he went 
round them, instead of breaking his head against a 
brick wall The Tiansvaal Republic was restiicting 
them to “locations,” and these iveie assigned to 
them outside the towns, where lefuse wa^s shot, and 
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thej had to reside m these places amongst 
dung heaps ’ In some Colonies they might not 
walk on footpaths nor tmvel in 1st or 2nd class 
railway carnages nor possess native gold nor 
be out after 9 p zn. nor travel withont passes The 
Viceroy Lord Elgin consented to the cruel Natal 
law which 11 years before had been declared 
to be a grievous wrong to which the Govern 
ment of India would never consent The 
Secretary of State for the Colonies Mr Joseph 
Chamberlain had promised help bnt had never given 
it The Secretary of State for India Lord George 
Hamilton had charactensed us as a nation of 
savages ’ so no help could be looked for from him 

I think it u a standing a tihsme and a 

scandal that wa Her Majerty's beloved sobjeots who are 
constant enough to compete with her English snb^ects 
in (frett Britain and enter tbe House of Oommons, shcnJd 
be treated as an inferuHr order of beings, fit onlj’ to be 
hewers of wood and drawers of water to the domineering 
white population in the Oolonies. 

The Resolution wus seconded bv ilr R D 
Nogarhar supported by Mr Bameean and earned. 
The Congress then adjourned 

The third day December Slst began with the 
reading of a telegram of thanks from Lord Cnrzon to 
the Congress for their cordial message of welcome 
It II pathetic to read of Lord Curaon expressing the 
hope that when he left India some one present at his 
arrival might be able to testify that donng my 
time I have done something if it even be bat bttle 
for this land which next to mv own country is 
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nearest to my heait” Who tlien imagined that in 
1905, i\rr Gokliale, as Piesident of tlie Congiess, 
would declare tliat Loid Ciiizon^s iiile liad been 
the worst India had suffered uiidei since that of 
Aurungzeb ? 

After the leading of other telegrams, Kesolutioii X 
nas moved by Mr D E Wacha, on n hat ma}’’ be called 
Ills own subject, the Indian Cunency question He 
said that few lealised how niiicli each peison was 
affected bj’’ altemtions in the currency, foi the 
subject was highly technical and difficult of appielien- 
sion The Amended Coinage Act of 1893, closing 
the mints to the free coinage of silver, passed in half 
an hour by the Simla Legislature, without any re- 
presentative of India being summoned, was the 
starting point of a wrong couise It was the Home 
(Foreign) Charges that weie the disease, not the 
currency Then came attempts to fix exchange value 
and to prop it up by the Gold Bill Frontier policy, 
famine and plague exhausted the cash balances 
Mr Wacha analysed the financial conditions, and 
showed that unwise policy, not currency, was the root 
of Indian distress Mi G Subramania Iyer seconded, 
pointing out that Government looked only to ex- 
change, Anglo-Indian merchants only to tiade , none 
considered the people Taxes were levied m silver, and 
the ryot would have to sell 60 per cent more of his 
produce to gam the inflated value of the rupee He 
did not regard the gieat flow of English capital into 
the country as an advantage, foi it inci eased the 
“diain”, Indian capital should be invested here, 
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and then the gain would be real The Resolution 
was earned 

Resolution X I V on the composition of the Executive 
Councils of Bombay and Madras was again brought 
up Mr V Kriabnaswanu Iyer proposed Professor 
Paranjpe seconded it and it was earned 

In Resolution XV the demaud for the repeal of the 
three objectionable Regulations of 1818 19 and 27 

was once more urged — they etiU flourish ! — this time 
by Mr P B Sondara Iyer There was nothing new 
to be said about it by hiro or by Mr John Adam 
the seconder or by Bai NaJinaksba Besu Bahadur the 
supporter and it was once more passed Then the 
President put Resolutions XVI and Xvil on SimulU 
neons Exanunanons and the F'reas Cngging Act 
respectively and they were earned Sir R N 
Mndholkar proposed Resolution XVTD m favour of 
Technical Education it was seconded by Mr M. 
Baikuntbanotb Sen supported by four other speakers 
and earned 

The Horn Mr Ratnasabhapeti Pillai moved 
Resolution X I X on the Constitution and working of 
the Oongreas askmg the Standing Committee to form 
Provincial Committees and appointing a Committee 
to consider the draft Constitution circulated by 
the Reception Committee of Madras and submit a 
definite scheme to the next Congrea.i to be the first 
subject of discussion The Hon Mr Surendranatb 
Bannerji soconded Mr Ashnni Eumara Dutt and 
Mr iL V Joshi supported and the Resolution was 
earned. 
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T{e''olution XX;, the Omnibus, li.ul passengcis (n) to 
{q) dospite those ]mt from tlic Clmir, i( was movotl by 
^fr Grnbb, seconded In Mi .Tohn Adam, snppoiied by 
^lessis llnbibulla .Sahab, and \ (’ I’ai thasai adhi 
Xaidn, and caiiied Kosolntion XXI, tlianking the 
rTOveinmcnt foi giantnig a Jjeitisl.itn e Couiuil foi the 
Panpib and legrotting that its powei" weie smallei 
than those of ofliei Pi (O nu os, and J^esolution XXII, 
on Legislation for Beiai, weie ]mt fiom tlie Cliair 
Then V (J Desikachaiiai mo\ed Pesolution 
XXIII, asking th.it plague exjiendiliiie should come 
out of Goveinnicnt and not out ot local funds , it was 
seconded In i\ri G B Ph.insalkaij .ind earned 
Resolution XXIA”^, lenening the expiession of con- 
fidence in ]\rr Dadabhai Naoio]i, Avas mo\ed, seconded 
and earned The Piesident put fiom the Chair 
Resolution XXV, the .annual vote of thanks to Sir 
William Wedderbuin .and the Bntisli Uomuiittee, and 
the funds foi the latter, and also Resolution XXVI, 
leappomting Messis A 0 Hume and D E AVacha 
as Geneial and -Joint Geneiai Secietaiies Resolution 
XXVII accepted the invitation of Lucknow" foi the 
next Session of the Congiess, and Resolution XXVIII 
moved b}" Mi Bhupendranath Basu, thanked the 
Reception Committee and the A^olunteers 

The last Resolution, No XXIX, conveying a vote 
of thanks to the President, ivas moved by Mr G 
Subramania lyei and unanimously passed The 
President acknowledged it, in an eloquent and 
touching speech, and the Fouiteenth National 
Congress was dissolved 
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BHSOLUnOKB 

Th« Orl«f of OoBfroaa 


TTtHKm EvxBi Oladttont 


L B®#olred — Ttmt till* CangrwM le cor dj lU profcmnd nijrr«t 
at the Imparable laaa that the Britlah Empire and the cMuWl 
world at lar^ hare Kaatained hj the death of ilr W E. Qladatone 
the greatect etateaman of modern ttnwa, and a warm and genuine 
friend of homanltj and desire* to erprea* iU aenae of gratitude for 
tha ijiDpathT which ho nnlformlj erfnced toward* th fforta of the 
Indian people in aeouring a more liberal and prDgreaaire Govern 
ment in India j and that a. capr of the foregoing reaoiatkm be for 
warded to hi* eon, Ur Herbert Qladatone 

ilakaraja oj ZlorMo pa 

IL Eeaolrad — That thU Oangiuaa deeply moomi tha great 
loci the ouuntry ha* coffered by th aad and untimely death of the 
late Uaharaja of Darbbxuga, Btr T a Hhuum a iij Bingh Bahadur, 
Q C L£. The Oongreaa placet ou record iU high appredatkm of 
hi* readr and enligfat«Ded pabllo apirlt and hli literal andcaihoBe 
beaefactkoa, and deaire* to fire axpreaalaB to ita feeling of grat! 
tude for the geoecou and unfafUng vupport whieh the Ccmgreai 
moremnit reoeired at hi* hand* | ai^ that a oopy of the foregoing 
raaolution be forwarded to MaharaJ Eameehwar Bingh, the 
brathe of the deceaced Uaharaja. 


Daml B aph 

m Hoaolred— That thi* Oangrea* expreaae* ita profound grief 
for the great kn which tha peoplo of the country in general and 
thoae of the Panjab in particular hare anatained hy the disoth of th* 
late Bardar Dayal Bingh of Lahore nd place* on record It* high 
appredatloB of th public aplrit and the liberal aupport he gave in 
forth ranc* of the pcouceaalre morementa which tended to ame 
Uorat the condition of the N tl e* of lodla. 

[Bee alao (e) of He*. XI ] 


Cnm mxU Procedrr* 

IT Rcaolred— That thi* Congnma refreta, that, In deaplto of ita 
pro^t t lU laat alttl g od the protect f many public bodie* and 
ml«nt men, EngU*h and Indlam the amendment* propoeed In the 
Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Oodewhlch ara 
calc^ted to unduly enlarge the power* of the Police and of the 
Magi»tmoT to fetter the Croedasn of th Pieaa and to reatr^ liberty 
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of ppcoch, hn\c l)cen c'lrrn <} Ihronpli iho Inijiorinl Logifilntnc 
Coinitil, nnd nrpc*? then rcpoal 

Pn < 

VIII Rc'-ohid — Tlint thij' Conirrt “-s is Mroiiph of opinion tlint 
the csnibli'iliniont of Sotn'i I’li'-' Coinmittoo*' in rcifain part*? of 
India IS hiphh olijotlionahlo and llKOll‘^l‘:tcllt n illi tlio spirit of 
British administrition 

XVII BesoBod — Tliat ilio Goicrnniont of India \otification 
of 25th June, IS91, in the Foreipn Dop n tmcni, pappmp the Press 
in terntones niider Britisli adniinistrition in Nntue States, is 
ititropradc, arhitnin and inicchie\oiis in its imtiiio, and oiijiosed to 
sound stntosnianship and t<i the lihcrti of the poeplc, and oiiglit to 
be cancelled nitliont delai 

Lf'ttrch dc Cachet 

XV Bosohed — Tlint this Coiiprcss respoctfullj urges upon 
the Goieniment the neoessitj of repealing Benpal Ilognlntion III 
of 1818, Madras llegulation II of 1810, and Bonibaj Regulation 
XXY of 1827, inasmuch ns the principle and proiisions thoieof 
are contrary to the tnulitioiis and bonse of justice of the Go\ em- 
mont of Her Jlost Gracious Majestj, and indeed of all cinlisod 
Goiemnients, and iiiasmncli as thej aie a standing inenaco to the 
liberty of the subject 


Lord Curzon 

V Rcsohed — That this Congress accoids a respectful 
■welcome to Lord Curron, notes with gnititude His Lordship’s words 
of sjmpatln for tlio people of India, and tiusts tho policy of 
progress and confidence in the people w hich has chametonsed the 
best traditions of Biitish rule in this country w ill be followed 
during his Lordship’s tenure of othce in India, and authorises the 
President to wire the foregoing resolution to His Lordship at 
Bombay 

Permanent Settlement 

VI Resohed — That this Congress regrets extremely that the 
Government of India have failed not only to caiTy out the pledges 
(gii en by the Secretary of State in his despatches of 1862 and 1866) 
for Permanent Settlement in the Provinces in which it does not exist, 
but also to give effect to tho policy of granting the modified fixity 
of tenure and immunity from enhancement laid down in 1882 and 
1884 by the Government of India, and this Congiess hereby 
entreats the Government to grant a modified fixity of tenure and 
immunity from enhancement of land tux for a sufficiently long 
period of not less than sixtj’’ years, so as to secure to land-holders 
the full benefit of their owm improvements 

I 
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HlUtaiy 

YIL Bc#olred — That thla Oodkic** oipro*wi lU deej and 
caraMt ocmrictKin that the FronUo policy partin'^ for eome year* 
pttit by the GorenunoDt of India f* tojarion* to it* be»t I tere*ti, 
taatmiiDh a* t Inrolre* thl* cocntiy In freqtfcnt mlUtary expedJ 
dfwi. betotKi It* n tnral Ihnlta and tfe prartleal ttarration of the 
itQ d^mitratlon I and that, a long aa the policy I not radically 
rerenwd, and a return made to th older and the only aaf poUoy 
of keeping within the ataintory Umlta of the coontry all 
declaratkma, no Tirrt r howare oonfldentiy made, about the ceaaa 
tion of frontier troobloa and th fiH ndly ttltude of frontier tribe*, 
are entitled to little weight, aa eridenc^ by tho ocvmi e u ooa of the 
laat f w wMka In the Swat Valley which neceaaitated the holding 
in rmdineaa f a conalderable bodr of troop* mpoving fro«h burdeoa 
on the Erchetperi and that of all the rpendltnro which theao 
military erpeditiou* may Inr Ins n deqnate hare ahonld be 
borne by the Brltiah Eionoqoer 

Ifooal Boff-Oaramment 

IX. Beaolred — That tbla Oongroaa ejpreaae* It* deep aenie of 
diaappraeal of th reaetiooary f Ooreroment with regard 

to Local 8elf*<7oTammeae recently Inangarated by the istrodnetfon 
of the Oaiontta Uunidml BIU Into the Bengal Legtalatfre Cotmeil, 
the oreation of the Bombay Otty IffiproTement Trut without 
adequate popolar r e p reee u tation, and It* artkm tn other direction*. 

Itetfal 

X Reeolred— That thia OongmM notlcea with aaUafactioa the 
cnpport f pubUo opinloo both In England and in India, which th 
craeatkm of the aeparation of Jodlolal from ExecnUre fonctioua In 
admit! tatrmti n of ^oatkw haa receired i and this Oongrea* once 
gain ppeala to the Oorommetit ot India and the Sooretary of 
State to take practical atepa for apeedfly carrying out thb mnch 
needed reform. 


Pobllo B«rTlo« 

XI Beoolred — (a) That tbU Oongren la of opinion th t the 
nrwcntconktitnUcmofth HigherOlril JledJcal BerTkelaanomalona, 
Ind fen fbl in principle, (ajariona In it* working and Tninnrnwain j 
coatly I that the tlm haa azrimd. when., tn the the pah- 

lie, medical edncaticra and the adrancement of the medical aorrico 
and ■tiemtifle work in the oonntry aa Ik In the canae of economic 
admlnlioatlcm, the Oiril Uedlcal Berrlce of India boold be 
reconrtnictod n the !«*{ of an h Ben-rice in othe oiriUted 
conntriea, wholly dctacbetl from and I dependent of the Jlllh i-r 
Sendee 
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Uonstary 

nil H£»otT©d — (a) That, haring nf;ajU to the fact that 
the principal canae of the loot bj exrhanRe la the ateadj growth In 
the deroBJida on Indm for ezpendltnre In Engiaod, thla Conffmaa la 
of opinion any artrflelaJ dorlce for meeting that loai either by 
changing the c mr ep c y t a beary coat or cootnotlng the internal 
onireDcy moat dd to the |reaaiire of India monetary re aoarces 
and to her trading dlaadrantage. 

(b) That the ly real rebef liea I carrying ont practlenlly 
the priwipie, affirmed by compotenl otboridea, of E gla^ bearing 
an equitable ahare of that expendlnm 

(c) That the Congreaa regieta that, aare Ur Bomeah 
Ohandni Ihitt and Ur UerwanJI Haatamjl, competent and qualified 
TTidl«T> repreaentatlTea hare not yet been InTlted aa witneaaei to 
r e pie eent the Indian riew of mattera on the anbject which now 
engagea the attentlao of the OnrTcncy OommittM of which Bir 
H nty Fowler la the Preaident. 

(d) That th Preaident be anthoaiaed to rtqneat Sir WHliam 
Wedderbom, Chairman of the Bridab Congroaa Committee to eom 
mosloate thii Beaolotlon to Sir Henry Fowlar Ohalmian of tba 
Onmocy Oommisee In London. 

Bdooation 

Snn Eoaolred — That thJa Oongreaapkoe# cm record Ita deep 
conrietion that th cyatem of tcehnical edoDatkm now in rogne ia in 
adeqoate and tmaatlaf ctory and pmy^ that, haring regard to the 
porerty of the peopl and the deolfaw of tndjgencnu mdaacriea, the 
Oorernment wQl hitrodoce a more elaborate and fflcient me of 
technical inatractlcm and net apart raore frmda for a better and 
mon anccoaafol working of the aame 

Oon^eaa Work 

Tl X Boaoired — f ) That all the Standing Oongreaa Commit- 
teea be reqoeated to lorm Ontial Committees in their reapectlTe 
ProriDcea, for th ppointment of genta and doptkm rf other 
meawnea, for ftntberfaig th bjecta of the Ccmgreaa, aoch Central 
Commirteea anbrnittiag aimaally at th meeting of the Oongreaa a 
report of th work canM ont In their Prorincaa daring the year 

(b) Th t the Bunding Oongreem Oommlttcea at Itadraa, 
Bombay Nagpur Amraotl, CalcaUa, Allahabad and lAhoie bo 
reqncatcd to hike meoauiea to giro early effect to tliU Beaclution. 

(c) And farther that a Committee oemalating of the 
following gentl men, eteloai of the Prertdont and ta Preaidenta 
now In I dla who hall be c offic membera be appointed to 
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consider the draft constitnhon ciraulnted bj’' the Reception 
Committee of lliidras imd submit a dehnite scheme to the next 
Congress, and that this do foim the first subject of discussion at 
the next meeting of the Congress 

(1) Mr Asmni Kumara Dutt, Bengal 

(2) Ml D E Wacha, Bombay 

(3) Ml Jaishi Ram, Panjab 

(4) Mr Ganga Prasad Varma, Ondh 

(5) Pandit Maihm Mohan Malavij a, Nortli-West Pranuces 

(6) Ml Raghnnath Pandiirang Karandikai of Satara 

(7) Mr Bapu Rao Dada, Central Pramnces 

(8) Mr G Subramania lyei, Madras 

(9) Ml R N Mudholkai, Berar, to act as Secietaii to the 

Committee 

Confirmation of Prainous Resolutions 

XX Resolved — (I) That this Congress concura mth pienoiis 

Congresses m strongly adiocatmg — [1897 (a) — f^)] 

That this Congi-ess, conciuring intli pienons Congrasses 
records its protest [1897 (a) (b) (d)] 

And that this Congress, concmaang, etc [1897 (h) (c) (d) (e) as 
(a) (b) (c) (d) and (e)] That this Congress is of opinion that it is 
desirable m the interests of the people of this conntiy that the 
Criminal Pi-ocedure Code should be so amended as to confer upon 
tlie accused persons, ivho are Natii es of India, the right of claiming, 
in trials by Jury, before the High Court and in trials mth the aid 
of assessors, that not less than half the nnmbei of the Jury, before 
the High Court, and in tiials mth the aid of assessors, that not less 
than half the numboi of the Jm^j or of the assessors shall be Natives 
of India 

(f) That the action of the Poiest Department, under the rules 
framed liy the Different Provmoial Groveinments, prejudicially 
affects the inhabitants of the rural parts of the country by subject- 
ing them to the annoyance and oppiession of Forest subordinates in 
various •ways, •which have led to much discontent throughout the 
country that though the objects of forest conseiwancy, as announced 
m the Resolution of 1 894, are declared to be, not to secure the largest 
revenue, but to conserve the forests in the intoicst chiefly of the 
agncnltural classes and of their cattle, the existing set of rales 
subordinates the latter consideration to the former, and an amend- 
ment of the rules mth a mew to correct this mischief is, in the 
opinion of the Congress, mgently called for 

(g) That the minimum income assessable under the Income- 
Tax Act, be raised fiom five hmidred to one thousand 
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LaflBlatiT* Qotmoll 

XXL BMolrod — Th»t tl»U Confraw, while tliAnUug the 
Goremin nt (u tn Beubrtkn IT 189^ ) 

B«Hur legislation 

\X11 HeeolTwi — That the Pror ince of Berar tlioagh not a 
part of Bridih India, (a« In Baeolatlon Xv L, 1897 ) 

Plagae Elzp«adlttir« 

XXIIL Beeolred — That the adopticm of meaeore* ayalnet the 
jiUffxie hemg a matter of Imperial concern and recognlaed at anch, 
tMi r-iugre«« 1* of opinion that tha aipcnditnro incurred in 
'onnecticm thereof ahonld be boni Ijt the OoTeminent and not 
charged to the fundt of the local bodle*. 

ParUamanfcarT B sprint taticm 

XXIV Baeolred-That this Oongteta aKun erpr ea aea Ita 
foil nd rmabated otmAdetwo tn Ur Badahhal HacmH u the 
repmestadre of the peoplo of UkUa, and hopes that he be re 
alected bf U4 Id Conatiraetiej of Cental rinabcry or an; other 
LTberal Lontdtoency 

Th anks of Oongran and Oongrosa 'Sor'k 

TT~7 Besolred — That thl Oongresa dealres to eonrey to Bir 
Wflliam TVeddertrarn and the other mermbers of the British 
Ootnmittee ita most grttefol thanka for thslr diainterested serricee 
in the rauae of Indian poIltJoaJ adraDeement 

And that a sum of Rs 60,000 bo assigned for the expenses ol 
the British Committee and the coet of the Congresa pnhHeatkm 
JaJui, and also for the emenaes of the Joint Gwaral SeCretaiy s 
OECUro and that the aerarai otcles do oontrtbnte, as arranged, either 
cow oc hereafter in Committee, for the jea IBUO 

Formai 

XXVI Resdred— That tbia Congross ro-appotnt# Ur A- O 
nnme C B^ to be Qewial aecretary and Ur D E Waoba to be 
leint denftiel fio cr etary for the ensof^ ;ear 

XXVIL Roaoirod— That the Fifteenth Indian hatJocal Don 
gr*^ do aaaemhle at Loolmow on such dar after Ohrlrtmas Bar 
In 1599 as ma; bo late determined upon. 
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CHAPTER XY 

In tRe ebb and flow of Anglo-Indian feeling against 
the National Congress, effoits to embaiiass it were at 
fiist made in Lucknow, but these weie put an end to 
by the wise and hberal action of the Lieutenant- 
Goveiuoi, Sir Antony MacDonnell, who in this mattei 
showed a libeiality which he has since, unhappily, 
left behind A veiy good feature was the presence 
of no less than 300 Muhammadan delegates fioin 
Lucknow alone The Pandal, elected in the Shahmina 
ground, accommodated some 4,000 peisons, and was 
fuUy ciowded when the Congiess met The Piesident 
elect, Mr Romesh Chandra Lutt, had a splendid 
leception on his ai rival on the evening befoie the 
date fixed for the Congiess, and on the 27th of 
Lecembei, 1899, 740 delegates assembled in the 
Pandal They weie distiibuted as follows 


X W P and Oudh 

601 

Bengal and Assam 

b7 

Pan-jab 

26 

Bombay and Sindh 

36 

Berai, C P and Secunderabad 

6 

l^fadias 

12 


740 
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The Chairman of the Reception Committee, 
Mr Banfli Lai Singh welcomed the delegates and 
then handed his written apeech to Pandit Bislian 
Narayan Dhar to read being himself m feeble health 
After thanking the Lientenant Governor for his 
help he deprecated the attitnde of the officials towards 
educated Indians and the re-actionarj pohcy of the 
Government You are foreigners in the country ” 
he said to the hostile officials Yon do not and, 
from your eiclnsive way cannot know the mind of 
the people and the people do not know vonr mind ’ 

Bat you have, by your ©ducotional pohcy which has 
immortalised the name* of Bentmck and Macamlay created 
a considerable class of men filled with your ideas and 
aspirations, eonverasnt with yoar mannem and enstoma 
attached to voor rale by every tie of dnty and interest, 
who are deeiroos of acting as mterpretere between yon 
and the people placed onder vonr care and, m order to 
carry out this oDject adopt tboee methods of constitu 
tional agitation which yon youreelve* have taught them- 

After touching on the question of Congress 
organisation the Chairman called on the assembly 
to elect their President 

The Hon Pandit Bishambornath proposed Lawab 
Bagar All Khan seconded Hr 'Wacha and others 
supported the election of Mr Romesh Chandm Dntt 
Ci E as President and he took the Chair amid 
great acclamations. 

The President began by deUvenng a message from 
ilr A il Bose the Inst President and reading a 
letter from "Mr AY S Came m which he said of the 
Indian people ify bebef in their future as n great 
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Self-Ciovei ning poiti<ui of Mu> Biitisli Einpno, and inj 
conviction of tlien n.itui.il cap.itifv foi Solf-Gotein- 
inont deepen'? and stiensifthens ever> \cai ” Aftei 
refeinng to the jia'^sing .in.n of Di Bomesh Cliandia 
Mitin, lie touched on “lliecieed of tlie Congie''S,” 
and then noted tjiat Jie nas in J^ondoii at tlie Queen’s 
Jubilee and =aAv tlie piocession of tlie lejiresentatn es 
of the Biitish fhnpne, including India, and he lieaid 
it reinaiked that, nhile e^el y >Self-Govei ning Colonv 
A\as pio^peious and liappv, India w.is sullei mg fiom 
famine, and “ doubts ^^ele e\ple^sed it Biitish Buie 
111 India liad been altogetliei <i blessing foi the pool 
ciiltivatois and labouieis of India” He then con- 
demned the Sedition Ijaw of 1898, and uiged that 
theie Mas no bettei Avav of ci eating sedition than Im 
siippiessmg fiee discussion, neivspapeis and meetings 
Educated India, Avliile loyal to the Biitish lule, 
sought '^a laige measure of Self-Cxoveinmeiit ” and a 
“position among the modem Nations of the eaith ” 
He giieved o\mi the nuthdiaival of Self-Government 
fiom Calcutta by the Municipality Act, passed in the 
first yeai of Lord Cm icon’s administiation , he believed 
the Viceioy had good intentions, but he did not 
know the Indian side of the question Tuiiiingto 
the famine then pi evading, he uiged that the cause of 
famine was not mciease of population — Germany and 
England inci eased faster — noi was it the fault of the 
peasant, the most frugal and provident cultivator on 
the face of the earth , if he borrowed at high interest, 
it was because he had nothing to eat , the cause of 
famine was the heavy assessment, and the desti action 
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if Village indaetnea by free competition 'sNntU English 
machinery One-aiith of the gross prodnce of the 
land was its proper rant «hown bv the eTperience of 
tlionaandB of years Famines would cea.M) were this 
the assessment The President passed rapidh over 
other causes of poverty the Mihtorv and Civil iSemces^ 
etc the Indians being nrtnaUy foreigners in their 
own country far as control o\er its admini tmtion 
was concerned and then he dealt with administration 
problems The country which had organised village 
'>}lf Government and carried it on for S 000 years 
was now TurtuaUy ruled through the police the 
hated link between the Ihstnct officer# and the 
people He pointed out the deficiencies in Moinoi 
palitiea District Boards Provincial Legislative and 
Executive Councils and finally urged that no country 
conld be well governed if the bands of its people were 
tied up To prevent distress and dwasters it was 
necessary to concede Self Government for that only 
c?oald consolidate Bntish Bole m India 

The President closed hiB speech by annoaiicing the 
release of the Natu brothers and called for the 
names of the members of the Subjects Committee 
The list was Landed id and confirmed and the 
Congress rose for the day 

Tlie second day^s busineas began with the presenta- 
tion by Mr ifodholtarof the Report of the Com 
mittee appomted by the prenons Congre. < to con 
sider the draft constitution and to submit a definite 
scheme Mr "Mndholkar said that the onlj new 
thing wns the crention of a Central Body to crntrol 
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and cari\ on Congie^^^ ^\olk dunng rlie \eai Tlie 
di'^cu^Mon on tlie Eopoii/ ■w as adjoin ned to flio next 
day, to give t]ie del(‘gates tune foi considemtmn 
Mr Anibikacliaian ^[o/aundar then mo\ ed ]?e- 
^oliition I, tlie ‘^epai'.ihon of E\ecnti\ e and Jiidu lal 
Pnnction^, a ‘Subject voin tlneadbaie, but, nece'^'^aii- 
ly, bronglifc np foi the hfteentii tune Mr Agabhe 
■seconded, Afr S .Sinha, I\funshi Kasii-nd-din Alnned, 
Pandit Sliani AMiajana, ]\rr A C Paitha'^aiathi 
Akaidu, and Mi ^bdul Pahnn all ‘'iipported it Need- 
les? to add that tlie Pesolntion na'^ cairied 

Eai Saliab Lala Muilidhar introduced Resolution II, 
on the Paiijab Land Alienation Bill, and uiged 
that to foi bid the jiiopiietor to sell Ins land vas to 
Avoisen his position, as he ivoiild not be able to boi- 
row in Older to cultivate it Lala Kaniiaihia said 
that the land had always belonged to the people , the 
King had a light to a shaie in the pioduce but not 
to the land, and the levenue was a tax, not a lent 
Ml Phansalhai supported — the Act i educed the 
value of land to its piopiietoi — as did Kawab 
Hashmat Husain, and the Resolution was earned. 

Resolution III, asking that Biitam would contri- 
bute to the cost of maintaining the large British 
forces m India, rvas moved by Miss Garland, a 
delegate sent by the British Committee She uig-edl 
that the forces in India were unnecessarily large, so 
far as India was concerned, and that if so many 
ti oops were kept her e because India was a convenient 
military base for Imperial purposes, then England 
should bear part of the cost, and the money saved iii 
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India fould be nsed for Indian reforms She then 
apobe on behalf of the British Comnuttee on the 
general aitnation 

The Hon "Mr Baiknnthftuath Sen seconded point 
mg out that aa 10000 men had been removed from 
India for f jreign service it was evident that the} 
had more men than were needed Messrs Patvardhan 
and Han Ram Pandav and Pandit GjTineshvBra 
Shastri supported and the Resolution was earned 

Mr D K M'oeha moved Resolntion IV against 
the introdaction of a gold standard mto India He 
said that the question of cnirenci reform had been 
diacnsped thrice before lu the Congress Lord 
Canon thonght that gold would flow into India from 
all gold prodaemg conntries so that every ryot in the 
conntrv wonld become prosperous and the fifty 
millions who go withoot one full meal a day wonld 
be happv The root of India s poverty was the 
vearlv dram of from 80 to 40 milbons which should 
remain and fructify in the coontry If more foreign, 
exploiters flowed in the profits wonld go abroad 
Onlv mdigenons wealth was fnutful The silver 
valne of the rupee had been depreciated while its 
nommal I’alne was enhanced Silver had sold at a 
rupee per tola hot now only at 10 or 11 annas so 
silver trinkets in which the more prosperous stored 
their «avings had diminished in saleable value 

Mr Ramaswanu seconded Mr Sitamm Seth sup- 
ported and the Resolution was earned 

Resolution V on the separation of the Military 
nnd Civil Medical Services was briefly moved by 
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])i Xiliataii Saikar, ‘^pfonded In l)i 'F ]\I Kan 
and caiiipd, Mhercnipon the Conp;ie‘>'' adpuincd 
On rlie o])f'ninp: of tlio rlind da\, flip Pip^idpnt 
announced that the concjdpration of tlio Constitution 
would l>e taken up on the inoiiow, and lie called on 
I^fi iS V Bliate to move l^p-'oliifion ninth 

dedal ed that the jniiiciple enihodicd in the Foieign 
'IVlegiaphic Pied'S l\fpc^nn;e‘' Bill nas ojiposed to the 
polK\ followed 1)^ the ikitish Govei nnient as to the 
unip'^rutted disseininatuai of useful knonledge and 
infoiination j\ri Bhate said that the nieasnie had 
keen proposed ton a ears liefoie, hut was pigeon-holed, 
and Its eineigence now w’as due to the change in the 
feeling of Govcinment tow aids Indians It Avas 

intended to pieA'ent news tabled to this coiintn being 
punted Ija' the A'^einaculai Press Hap Ria/.-ud-din 
Ahmad said that the Bill AA’-as bi ought in at the 
instance of a feAv Anglo-Indian neAA’-spapeis, and 
pi evented newspapeis lepiintmg Eeutei’s pi ess cables 
foi 24 houis aftei then* publication in papeis Avhicli 
snbsciibed for them The Resolution aa'es earned 
Resolution VII, disappioving the i e-actioiiai y 
pobey of the Calcutta Municipality Act, AA^as appro- 
piiately pioposed''by Mi Surendranath Banner]! He 
Avas obliged to say that the hope of the preAoous Con- 
gress, that Lord Cuizon AA’-ould reverse ‘’dhe policy of 
repiession and leaction which is now in the ascendant 
in the Councils of the Empire,’^ had not been realised 
The Viceroy had lately made a noble speech 

We cannot bring ourselves to believe that a ruler so 
S} mpatlietic in his utterances, so generous, so large-hearted 
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m hifl newa, so keenly appreciatire of tlio sittifttioii -vnll 
countonance a policy opposed to the best tmditious of 
British rule, repugnant to ftU that i« hij^est, nobleht and 
truest m British statesmauship Read that spooch 

contrast that speech with the policj The speecli how 
noble how genoroua, how sympathetic the policy how 
narrow how ilHberal how un English 

^Ir Bannerji then went on to speak words as true 
to-day aa they were tme then wordw of wise warning 

Sir who are the men who ore bitterly dislnjal — the 
men who say ditto to every messnre of Government who 
in season and out of seeson sing the praise J Govern 
ment who suffer and suffer m the sQenc© of hitternesa of 
unknown and unknowable sorrow ir those who like 
myself, give erpreasion^ frank erpression toourgneian 
rea, raise the danger signal and call the attention of 
GoTemment and press for remedy P Sir in these days 
I am perfectly sure the greatest bnlwark of all the 
Gtrreminetits, be they rDOigenons or be they foreign 
is the contentment, the grabtnde end the aifertion df 
the people How is the affection of the people to be won 
except by the removal of gnerances, and hrw are the 
people to remove their grieranceg except by the adoption 
of constitutional means or the*Bdcmtion of revolntionary 
measures P We are th© friends of Keform because we are 
the enemies of Hevolution We have made oor choice 
let our enemies make theirs Do they wish to belong to 
our camp or do tliey wish to belong to the camp of 
revolutionists ? There is no intennediarv step between 
Reform and Revolution- For you must enlist rourselvea 
under the banner of Reform, or you must take your place 
behind the standard of RovcJt and Revolution 

True loyalty to the Empire now as then consistfl 
in open speeoli on dangerous gnevunces for Goiem 
ments flattered into error by sycophants — who 
secretly hate them the more bitterly for their 
own degradation in the flattery — sleep until the 
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accamulation of hatied rises in fuiious angei and 
awakes them, too late In frank and open speech no 
dangei luiks Suiendianath Baku analysed the Act, 
and showed Iioav the civic rights of Calcutta had keen 
destroyed The gulf ketween luleis and inled was 
widening 

Theie is reaction in their polic}', leaction in opnnon, 
reaction along the entii’e line, leaction is the oidei of the 
day They would fain undo the past Thei vould 

fain roll hack the tide of progress which has ‘^et in v ith 
such irresistible foice Shall we let them, shall ue pei- 
niit them, to pi ore false to the noblest tiaditions of their 
ovn race ^ 

Ml Na/ni-ud-dm Kamui-ud-dni seconded the Be- 
solution, audit was cained 

Resolution VIII piotested against the piohilntion 
imposed on manageis and teacheis in aided Iii'-titii- 
tions^ foi kid ding them fiom taking pait in jiolitical 
movements oi attending political meetings witliout the 
consent of the Directoi of Pukkc Instiuction It vas 
moved ky Mi Kalichaian Banneiji, seconded bv 
Dr T M Han, suppoited by thiee othei ''jieakeis, 
and earned 

3Ii G C iMitia moved Resolution IX, on the vell- 
voin suk 3 ect of Local Option Mi A C Bartha- 
‘:aiathi Haidn seconded, and it vas suppoited b\ I^Ii^s 
Gailand, Pandit Rataniiath, and Mi Ram Piasid, and 
earned, closing the woik of the thud dae 

On the foul til dav, the Pie'^ident put iioin tlie 
Cliau the Rules of the Cnugie^s Constitution, a-' 
follows, foiming Resolution X 
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1 1 ) Ttio ol Ject of tb* Indian H t oml Oongrw* tb 11 be tt> 
promnt by caJnitltTitifmal mcfitm tbo hiterortfi and tho -woll beio^ 
of the rxxjple of the Indian Itmpiro 

( ) It haH ordlnoHly meot once • Tcer at tneh time a d lo 
oxah p'lfl'e « *>1011 Viam been Ti*«lTed on by tho U t procedlnj? 
ConcrrvM Pronded that the Indian Conjirp^ Oommlttco oa hero 
nafte pro dded for Tn*y in com of ncceoalty olianjre tho place or 
fim f th C u i ii rr e M ptoriilod aUo that In cnae of em rpetKJT the 
Indian C njjmfa CorOT^ttce iubt conTe e an cxtmordhMry oc^aion 
of tK Cmprepa f mob time and place a« may bo fctennlnel 
hr then 

( 51\ It »hall conmiit of delegate* elected bv pc Utlcnl owoaa 
tkra 0 -ithfr bodi a, end by public meatlnga 

(•il It offo. ra hall bo manfli^ed by a Oommlttoo atrlod the 
Indian Oemgre* Oommlttoo conoiotln^ iif 46 m mberm oleoted hr 
the Ccmtrrew*, 40 of whom h 11 be oleotod upon the recomm nda 
rlon of th d n tent E^mrlo lal Co ujre** Comm tiee*, and, Ln the 
aWnro f » ch Commltteoe br the deleumte* f tho reipecHTe 
Ptemnee* n Corurre** aoaemhled, la th mauneT herelabclow laid 
I wn th t • to «ay 


F r Bengal trKlocUafr Amur 8 

For Bombay liKladtnfc Sind B 

Fo Medr* oclcd n^ Set ondenbad B 

Tor N Wootem Prnrlucoa locladln^ Dndh 6 

For Panjoh 4 

For Borar 8 

For CentJol Prtmnce* j 


Tb t rm of office erf tho tnornbon of the Ooininlttee hell ba 
th period mtorrenl g belwoon two ordinary meeting of the 
OouKTOa* 

(61 The Indian Co preu Committee hall meet t 
three time* a year onco hnmwU tely after the Oonjtmo, once 
dujfnp tl e year between the montha of Jn»o and October bji may be 
detirmlned upon by tho C mmlttee and cna» Immedl t lyhefccra 
the Conffro* at *och place oa the Con mlttee may find conrenJont. 

(61 Tho Indian CoDfnraa Oommlttee ihallhayocm Hcmoiary 
Kecrefarr ml a paM A**f Unt Recretary with critabl office atoll, 
for whk h a am of R*. 6 000 oh 11 be granted annually one half of 
which •hall be prorfded W tho Reception Oommlttee of the place 
where th hot Oimprenia li Id nd th other half by the Bnceptkm 
Comtaicteo of tho i loco where th ne t onceoedloB Oongrtwa i* to 
be hold 

Th Secretary t tb I dlon National Confirtwa oholl bo tho 
n norary Sccrctarr of the Oommlttee 
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( 7 ) ProMncial ConfriOPS Cominittons slinll lie oipainged nt 
the cajiitalfi of the dilTei-cnt rropi(lciicicP niul PioMiueR ot India foi 
tlie purpopo of canning on the A\ork of ])oliti(al ediuation, on hneg 
of genoi'al ippreciation of Hntipli ride and of cmiPtnutional 
action for tlie remoial of its detetts, tliroiigliont tlie leai bj 
organising Standing Congro'-R Coinnntfeop, lioldini' Pioiincinl 
Conferences, and hj Piich othei iiieaiiP as thej iin\ deem pi-ojiei, 
in consultation nith tlie Indian Congress Coniinittee, foi 
furthering the objects of the Congi-css Thei shall be lesjion- 
sible agents of the Indian Congress Cominittee foi then lesjiectne 
Provinces, and shall subiiiit annual i-epoits of tlieii noik to 
that Committee 

( 8 ) The nomination of the Piesident, the dinfriiig ol 
Ecsoliitions and all other biisiiioss in tonneLtion nith the Coii'jie'ss, 
shall be done bj the Indian Congress Committee It ‘shall al'^o, 
subject to the approial of the Congress, fnime inles foi the 
election of delegates, the election of ppeakeis, and the conduct of 
the proceedings of the Congress 

( 9 ) Rules and e-lan s shall be framed by the Pixn incinl 
Congress Committees for the election ot membeis, the conduct of 
their omi proceedings, and othei matters appertaining to then 
business All such rules and b^m-lans shall be subject to the 
approval of the Indian Congress Committee 

( 10 ) A Committee, styled the Biitish Congicss Committee, 
shall be maintained in England, 17111011 shall ropieseut theie the 
interests of the Indian National Congiess The amount reqiusite 
for the expenses of the said Committee shall be determined and 
voted bj' the Congress, and the amount so loted shall be raised by 
the Indian Congiess Committee in siuh manner as mn^ be 
determined upon by that bod-^ from time to time 

( 11 ) The Indian Congress Committee shall take such stejis 
as they may deem fit to raise a permanent fund foi canying on the 
york of the Indian National Congiess, and such fund shall be 
invested in the name of 7 tiustees, one from each Pi-ovince in 
India, to bo appointed by the Congiess 

The 45 membeis of the Committee were then chosen 
Resolution XI, thanking Sii William Weddeibuin 
and the Biitish Committee, and Resolution XII, 
asking, as often befoie, that the Executive Councils 
of Madras and Bombay should consist of thiee 
membeis instead of two, one of the three to be an 
Indian, weie also pnt from the Chan and cairied 
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Ke>iolatiOD XIII, moved by Sfr Mudbolbar urged 
a_ remedies for famine curtailment of expenditure 
development of indnatries and the lessening of land 
asses ment He gave the figpires of ilr Dadabhai 
Nauroji and Sir AV Hunter on poverty be showed 
that the public debt bad increased m 60 years from 
26 to nearly 270 crores of mpees Pandit Madau 
'\Iolmn Malaviva followed pleading the cause of 
the peasant and nrging that Government ought to 
foster native iiidnstnes and native arts ” After Haji 
Shaik Hn-otam had spoken in Urdu ilr Chmtamani 
said that that thev were firmly convinced that 
the c**) tlv extravagant and unnatural system of 
adnimiatratiou ivas the root cause of the recur 
nng tainines The povertv of the people was 
bevond challenge leas than half a million per 
sons were assessed to income tax m 1897 althongh 
every ne was assessed who had an annual income of 
Em 500 (£88 63 ) Mr S Dev supported and the 
Eesolution was earned 

Mnnshi ‘Muhammad Sujjod Hussain drove the 
Oiiinilms tins year and before it was seconded by 
ilr 'i atindianath Choudlion the President read a 
telegram of thanks to the Congress from the Natu 
brother for the sympathy shown to them Mr B H 
\air “^ijed Ab Uaat and Mr Krishna Badev ‘Varma 
supported and the Resolution was cijmed 

Mr Enmadiandra Pillai moved and Mr ifaliesh 
vum l‘rii*ad seconded our familiar friend of gagging 
the Pre<i$ in Indian States as Resolution and 
RcMilntiou XYI prensed the necessity for Technical 



Th* n‘ tn \TH < ^ > 

)<>!i ,)ml 5ljuikN-(l Mr M'.iPt (*>i hi'' ''jiU'ii'lid 

trifi 

Ih XVII, I’.uijih I' (kiuJKil 

ic-tn* .t-Mi'- . XVllI, Ik'iar \tliiiu)i''ti itidii , XIX, 
}tl.iLru‘ ‘ . XX, • 'inlidf'm t m Mi Ikul.vhhai 

X i<*r •>: . XXI. ri -<'h ( n<>n of ,\!i \ n Jlinno .uul 

Ml !> !' \\ 'u Iiii t' uti<I .htmt (hnoial 

n t ri no* ill )<tu from tin Chau 

Ih'-ohut ui XXII iji|iouii<<d .ui XtraiM \ HI ICii'rhtiifl 
to vi;h tlu* r»nti'>h Cominittac to di''- 

"(“liiuitt I’lfoi mat loll on IihImu ''nlijci l a uoik that 
Iia'' ii'i \ti h( ( ji doin' cltm 1 1 \ 1 1\ It wa'' i ai rmd, 
and R' I.tKK) '■iili'-t ilia d 

Ik.n '''ilinh Ijal.i Mmltdhai thou in\iti'd timCoii- 
p:rc“" to mcft ID JjahoK* till followin^^- yai I’andit 
Bi‘'lian XaniMiiia Dluit mo\ cd tlu* \oteol thank'? to 
the* Pro'.idunt, aOio icvpondod in .i low ^ri';ip(4|ji] 
w ord '■ 

Mull tho‘' 0 , tho Tifti until X'ationnl Conerross di*'- 
ed 


RESOLtJTIONS 

Legal 

J lliJii tliiH Coiifri'C'ts notice K itli (-atisfiitiKiii tlie 

'•iijilKirt fa imljlu opinion, Imth in lInKlnnil iind in Imtin, nhich tlic 
question of tlic ^oJ>llntlon of tJie Judicial from flic Exotntno 
fiinctioiii in the admiiiistrition of jiiatiLC lias rcccn ed , and tins 
CongTC'^s, viliilc' thankin'' Lord Hobhoiiae, .Sii Itithard Gailh, Sii 
JJichartl Couch, .Sii OhailcH Scr^'oant, Sii 'WLlliam ]Maikbx,Sii 
tolin Bndd Phcai, Sir John .Scott, .Sir Roland K Wilaon, 
Ml Hcrl)'>rt J ReiTiolds, and Sir 'William Weddorbiini foi prcscntiiif' 
a petition to the Sctrctar_\ of State in Conned to effect tlie nuich- 
iiocdod BCjiiuation, carnefitlj liojios that tlic Got oinmont of India 
mil "uc their oailicst attention to tho petition nliicli lias been 
fomarded to them, and mil take inncticnl steps foi cnir^ ing out 
this much needed lofoim 
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sot 

XfUjd TAnur* 

n aewl ed— <o) That tU* Congrow regrotfl the latrodoo 
rfpp into the Supremo LogUUtlr® Coonol of » Bill to ataottB tho 
Law rolAtiog to agriooltoral land I the Paoifth with M rlew to 
rettnrt fcUenatton of land ai propo^l in the Bill bj m 1« or 
mtffijtago, whkjh u ealcrUatoU (I to decrtarto the credit of tho 
Agrlciiltnpiale aad IjmOholderaj (2) to make them nwre rraour-olcee 
on accoont of their tnablUt^ to meet tho orer increfulntr Stato 
demtuida upon their Irnd j and thli OonjfreaJ of opinlcra timt tho 
prorfaioTi to giro retrtwpTOtiTB effect to the BQl !• inequitable and 
tmfair 

(b^ That thii Oongrcaa rccommonda that real relief l>e aff 'ird 
ed tq thq cnltlTatlbg oUaaea In ihe^ llomng way that where tho 
GovpmiD at ia the rent reoelrer the rme propoaed in ISbl, 
prohibiting any adranceokent except on tho gnnmd of nw In 
pncoa, be enforced and that where prirate lanalorda are the rent 
reoeirera, aome prorltion to prohibit ondno enhancement of re t be 
made, 

(c) TUa Gcaigroaa forthnr reaolrea that a Oommittee mi 
dating of the Prealdent, tir Jalahi Bam, Ur \ Gnpta, Hr ITaeha, 
UosaM UaxlLo Lai, llr Uodhotkar ajid Ur Shanlor he 

asrpobited and mpowered to anbmlt a repreaeniaHon to the 
Oorenunent, poinX^ oat the ananiiable nature of many of the 
psoriakm of the Bd. 

HUlUry 

m, Beaolxed — That whereas It la conddered aafe and pm 
dent t withdrew large bodiee of BntUb troopa for aerriceoataide the 
Btotutory limits of India thia Coqgreaa la of opinion that the time 
has come when th Indian tax payer ahoold he granted acme relief 
out of tha British Enheqner towards the cost of nrinhatntng In 
India so large a force of Enreitean aoldisra. This Congress sees no 
bJectioD to the location of British trccipa In India as a zrserTe foroe 
for tha whole of the British Bmpfro but is of opinion that th time 
has ooToo for the transfer of the tost of 20,000 British troops firna 
the Indian to the British Exrheqne 

MashtaJ7 

rV EesDlrod — (a) That heriDg regard to the fact that the 
{wlncfpal caosoof loas Or Erohange U th* steady growth of tho 
d msnd B th Indian Kxebeqoer for expendltnre In England, thi 
Cosipres* regrets the tntrodnctIuQ of a gold standard in India on 
tie recommendation f th Cnrreimy Oommittee for tho pinT«f«e f 
^irerentlng th loss by exchange bd i of ophikm that th n w 
n fTiTOTB Is oslmlatcd to Increase the gold obligations of India. 
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enterpnw •nd orpanlmtlfm foe the pmS of edneotion in till 
conntrv And thU Oongr e i* hopoa that the llndroe end Ikimbaj' 
Oct rocaentff will t*k at ps to roi orn from tHa edocaUonal rolet 
a d th gr»Jit-f nJd code the prorleioiu t tbo elTei.t 
brve 


Lotiftl Option 

I5L UoaolTOd— Thatth » CooRroai of ciptnton that etringont 
meaeur?* Vald I'* rate bj- the Qorertiroeiit ra grnnthjg liconcfi 
to retail Ilqanr ihopa, n d that nr nich hopa ihoidd be e^bli bed 
onj-wbere m In 11* with nt tnUng^ the eonw of th Inhabitant* of 
the pl*pe 


Con^rM* Gonstltviitm 

X Rewlved — ^That thU Ooa/Tro** adopt* the followliiff rule* 
rtdardhiff the Oon^ritntlon f ibe Congroia i— ( Bee pp 800 801 ) 

IThUBBRS OF THE IMJIAh CONOBER9 COUJinTES 
Appointed by the Oongrw* de the abo e Reecl tkin* 
Qkitiul Mubu* 

Ur W C BaniKfrjl 

The H n, Bumdreoath Ban erjl 

The Hoa ? AnandA Oharlo. 

The Hon ? 11 Uehta. 

Ur Ua(Qi the 


BaxotL 


Ur A- W Boae 
Ur Kali hArnn Baruiorji 
U Bhopepdra hath Boao 
Th B n Balknnthanath Pen. 

U Ami fba haran U inmdnr 
Ur J Ghoeal 
M Vewl 1 Kuma D tL 
ii nipnarnir HI he 

h W P A ftrnn 

Th Hoo Pnndit Bl hambl am th 
Bab On g* Tm*nd Tama. 

Pen lit U dep Uoh n Muladrii 
U A N 1 

Jlr Bl hnn N myen Db*r 
Ur Hail* Abd r Rahim 
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liO’M W 

Mr O I Wn. 1 . 1 

'I 1h H'M) •» * It tit3ri\ iti It 

■Vlr \\ \ t Hiinl I r< 

'ilr Ji '^3 '' n lui 

^^r O ij \ttiji Kit It* 

\ 5 r t 111! ino H ■'< ' il"" I'l 

’'Ir 1 ! J’ K'li'iinii! ir 

'Tr i (hill 1 It K''i III < Ji tin) 

IM *MI 

I III 1 K iiii'iii I iJ 
'^inl ir Oh itdii '^imrh 
l^ihi H trki-h'iii It (I. 

^lr hii'lii 1* nil 

( 1 STl \I I'j ll\ ISO » 

''Ir 15 ijiiii-iii Ji III 1 
'Ir nil if.ir(()i l*ni>- 111 

Mr I! \ Kill til 

III I \(t 

Mr 1 )( (ii'i'i \ mil' ik 
Afr M ^ Ill-ill 
''Ir (i ‘s Kliiipirili 

M MM 

Till* Him G \ ijitU ijrh iMu linn 
'Iln* Him (- ImiihuIiiijXani M mliilini • 

'Jill* Him O \ ciikaiiiintiiiim 
Ml C Sankiinin >iiiii 
Mr P Uiuigin Jnuilu 
'Mr P II uiicliiiiKln Pillni 
Mr G Siibniiii mill I31.1 
Ml Y 11 ^ 1 11 Mtuiibiti 

Congress "WorK 

XT TIfi-olioil — Tliafc Huh Coiifj’THS'i ii’t.ogni-oH t,lio talimlilo 
pen ices of the Britisli Coinmittco in tlie i aiipc of f he jioojile of 
Inilia, and cxprehscs its niiabutcd conhdeiite in Sir TVillnim 
AVeddoibuni and the otlior monibers of tlio Connnittee 

And tbo sum of lls GJ -,000 bo assigned foi tlio expenses of 
the Bntisli Committee and the cost of the Oongicss publication 
India 
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YY TT BtfMlrvd — That &n be epnointed fn England, fur 

the pmpoee of orynnleuig h» concert with th Britleh Congre*> 
Cominltiee pobllo meetlngt for the dlejenjlnatfon of Infom atk» 
oct Indian matterf and that ftmda bo nlaod for the porpoae 

F&mlnA 

Xm Heeolred — That thJ Oongreea while gratofallj rccog 
nlaing the ondearonra m do b? the Indnn and Prorlncial GoTcm 
manta t tare hmnan II! and reUore dlrtreaa at the pr eaeat famine 
ufg ea the adoption of the tm® remedT to Imp ru ee the condition of 
the coltlrmtlng claaaea and prerent the occortenco of famine thia 
Ckrogreaa recommenda the curtailment of pnblic oipcndlhiro, th 
derelopm nt of local and IsdlgeDoaa In dnetnea and the moderating 
f land aateeam nt. 

Conflrmiition of Pravion DMoIatloTu 

XIV Beeolred — (I) That thia Ooaigiwa coocnra with preTioaa 
Oongneaoa m etrongty adrooadng— [(1^7 (6) — ( ) and (f)j 

(IT) That thie Ccmgreaa coocfurioig with prerloni CongreaaM 
record* ita piota« — [( 1807 ( ) nd (h)] 

( ) Agai (t the retrofndo p<>Hoj of the Qorernment of 
India hi nomloatliig a genUeman for the Oentral Frorineea to 
the Boprem Oooncfl wltboot taking local bodiee t mate 
rocommeadationa tor aoch b minatkm, otertalnhig th ««nieat 
bopo that the Oorermnent wfU be pletiaH to take earip itepe to 
gire to the Oentnl Pronocee th bdid kind f reproientatlcm that 
t ha* alreadj gmnted to Bengal, Uadre* Bombay and the ^orth 
TTeatem Prnrfi^ea. 

(d) Agalnrt th labonr law of ^taem, nt the Inland 
Emlgratlcni Act I of 18SS, oa amendod Act YTI of 1893> 

(ni) ThIa Congreea ootKarrlog with prenoca Congretaea ox 
pretaea Ita conrktkm — 

(o) That haring regard to tho opinion of the Jnrr Com 
mlaalon aa to tho rocecaa f the patem of tri 1 bp Inrp and alao tho 
fact that with tho p rogre aa of edocaHon a fnmdent ntnnber of 
edocated pereon* U anllAbl In all parta of the coontrp tho ajitem 
of trial bp Jnrj ahonld bo extendea t tho dlatrlcta and offence*, to 
which at preaent it doe* not applp 

(>) That thl Cong i e w la f opinion that It 1* dewlrable la 
th Intoreata of th people of thl coontry that tho Orfm aaJ 
Piocedoro Code ibonld be ao amended a to confer npon cenaed 
peraoot, who are b Hrea of India, tho right of clalml g In trial* bp 
JuTT bef re the High Court, and In trial* elth the aid of aaaeaaora, 
that not len than half theunmber f the j oron or of the aaaaaaori 
•hall be Xatirea of India. 


4 
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(c) That the action of the Forest Department under the mles 
fr&mecl by the different Provincial Governments, piejudicially 
affects the inhabitants of the rnml part of the conntiy by subjecting 
them to the annoyance and oppression of Forest suboidinates in 
various ivays,and these i ales should be amended in the interests 
of the people 

(d) That the mmimum income assessable under the Income- 
Tav Act, be raised from five hundred to one thousand i upees 

(e) That no satisfactoiy solution of the question of the 
emploj’^ment of l^atives of India in the Indian Civil Seivioe is 
possible, unless effect is gi\en to the lesolution of the House of 
Commons of June, 1893, in favoui of holding the competitive 
Etaminations for the Indian Civil Semce simultaneously in India 
and England 

Coercion 

XV Resolved — That this Congress is of opinion that the 
Govemment of India Notification of 26th June, 1891, in the Foreign 
Dopaitment, gagging the Press m Territories under British adminis 
tration in Native States is retrograde, aibitiaiy and mischievous m 
its natuio, and opposed to sound statesmanship and to the liberty of 
the people and ought to be cancelled 

Education 

XVI Resolved — That this Congress places on record its 
conviction that the system of Technical Education now m voguo is 
inadequate and unsatisfactory, and prays that, having regard to tho 
povoit> of the people and the decline of indigenous indnstnos, the 
Go\ eminent Mill inti-oduce a more elaborate and efficient schomo 
of technical instruction, and sot apait more fnrds for tho successful 
woiking of the same And this Congiess desires to expiess its 
grateful ajiprcciatioii of the patriotic and munificent gift of 
Jli Tata for the pioiuotion of tho higher scientific education and 
i'o«eni’ch 

legislative Council (Panjab) 

XVII Resohed — That this Congress mIiiIo thanking the 
Go\ eminent foi granting the boon of a Legislatn e Council to the 
Panjab, places on racord its regret that they hai e not evtended to 
the Coiiiicilloi s the right of interpellation, and to the ncoplo the 
right of recnimnending Coniicillois for noniimtion, snch as arc 
enjmed In the Councillors niid the pcojile in the other Proi inces 

Berar Eegislation 

XVIII Resohed — Tlint this Congro'^s is of opinion that so 
long a*: Berar is administered bv the Go\enior-Gonoral-in Council, 
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■n l»Tn »nd onion haring the force of laTn httenled for Berar 
ihoold be eoBctod by the Supreme LogUlatire Ccmndl, in tho nmo 
yny M thoee for Brittih IndU proper 

Bxp«iidltare 

XIX, Reeolrod— That the adoption f mceinro* ogelart tho 
plague being an Imperial ooticem and rrtcogniaod ni anch, thia 
Oongren la of opinion that tho eTpendltuie Imrrrwl In oonnectJon 
therewith thonld be borne by tho Ooremmeut and not charged to 
the fonda f tho local bodlea. 

ParllamcntApy BaprAaaBtatloo 

XX. Beeoired — Thnt thia Congreea erpmeaea Ita inialatod 
confirtcnco in Hr Dadabhai NaoroJ aa the reproaentatirB of tho 
people f India and hopoa that h will I* ro-eleoted by bla 

Id conatlhrOBcy of Oentml Plnabnry a y other Liboml 
ConatitnenoT 


Fopmal 

XXL Beaolred— That thJa Oongreae re pnointa Hr A. 0 
name 03 to be General Saoretnjy aj»d Mr D H Waoha t be 
Joint Geoenl Secretary for the oaohiff year 

The Oon^roM accepted the f TiUrton to Uihore for Ita 
16th Betaion. 



CHAPTER XVI 


To the far noitli had the Oongi ess travelled for its 
Sixteenth Sessioiij and it met at Lahore on Decembei 
27th, 28th and 29th, 1900, in the first yeai of the 
twentieth centiirj'- It met in the Bradlaugh Hall, 
the Hall built in loving memory of a gieat English- 
man and a gieat servant of India 567 delegates 
had answered to the call, a goodl}" niimbei for the 
long ]ouiney into the chill of the Punjab m midwintei 
But if Punjab winters are cold, Panjab hearts are 
warm The delegates were grouped as follows 


Bengal and Assam 

38 

X W P and Oudh 

39 

Panjab 

421 

Bombay (28) and Sindh (29) 

57 

C P and Secnndeiabad 

3 

Madras 

9 


567 


Rai Bahadur Kali Prasanna Roy was the Chairman 
of the Reception Committee, and Avelconied the 
delegates warmly, but alluded with giief to the 
passing away of Sai dar Dayal Singh the year befoi e, 
and of Ml Jaislii Ram, “the light and bfe of the 
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Congress caase m this Province ” He rightly claimed 
the Congress os the only true interpreter between the 
mlers and the ruled and it was necessary that it 
should reach England and teach the British people 
the greatness of their responsibility m taking the 
Government of 800 millions of people Hindus had 
no need to agitate under their oivn rulers nor under 
the Mnhammadana who selected their most trusted 
counsellors from among Hindus But the times have 
changed and the alien Government now ruling over 
ua has entirely different ideas and constitobons The 
English Government though democratic at home is 
imperialistic and bureaotmtio here So agitation is 
the rule If we wish to bve upon two meals a day 
we must conform our ways to tlieirs and carry on an 
agitation with untiring and persistent zeal ” 

The Hon Mr Sarendranath Bannerji proposed aa 
President the Hon Mr N Q Chandravarkar one 
of the Judg^ of Her Majesty s High Court of 
Bombay The propo al was seconded by Lain Hans 
Raj supported bv Monlvi Mohurram Ah Chisti 
the Hon Mr C Yiparaghavachanar and Mr Bansi 
Lai and earned unanimously 

The President after a few words of thanks turned 
to tlie consideration of the condition of the country 
During the year the country had been suffenng a 
terrible famine jnsti^nng the repeated warnings of 
the Congress of the increaBing poverty of the masses 
the Viceroy had said that the weakness and 
incapacity for resistance of the people took the Local 
Government by surprise ** but it was the outcome of 
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felie long poverty The necessaiy changes weie not 
made, the levenue collections lemamed iigid, the 
agraiian problem was not faced The Panjab Land 
Alienation Act, ]ust passed, tied the lyot to the soil, 
but did not enable him to live and flourish on it 
Both agriculture and industiy needed to be helped 
to improve, and to this should be added economy in 
administration The Congiess should help the 
Groveinment Avith facts, information and practical 
suggestions, so as to enable it to pursue a large and 
libeial policy 

The Subjects Committee was then appioved, and 
the Congress adjourned 

On the 28th Decembei, Mi B N Mudholkar 
moved Eesolution I on the Congiess Constitution, 
making slight changes in the numbei of members in 
the Indian Congress Committee assigned to each 
Piovmce, the Eesolution was seconded by Mi V E 
Nambier and carried 

Mr Gr Subiamania Iyer moved Eesolution II, 
asking for an enquiiy into the economic condition of 
India, with a view to discover and adopt remedies foi 
the oft-iecuiring famines Labouieis left India foi othei 
countiies, and developed the prosperity of othei lands 
by then industry, but they were ciuelly ill-used there 
Millions of people had died of famine, and millions 
more were left peimanently deteiioiated The causes 
of such famines should be examined, and remedies 
adopted 

Mr E N Mudholkar seconded, and gave statistics 
on the poverty of the people, and showed how the 
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enhancement of the land revenne pressed on the 
peasantry jet nothing was done At least eome effort 
should be made to grapple with the qnestjon after 
obtaining information Mr B G Xilah said that 
some blamed the ryot for his poverty but the not 
was much the same as he had long been Bnt if you 
took away the produce of the land and did not g^ive 
it back to the land m some form more material than 
prestige and advice the conntry innat grow poorer 
and poorer Tliat mia the Congress new Moiilvi 
Mnhnrrtim All Cliiati supported m a vigorous speech 
and Mr Joseph Benjamin followed reporting what he 
knew of the famine-stncken districts in Gnjerat and 
of the efforts to collect the revenue against the adi ice 
of the Commissioner and the Collector who had stated 
that the people c*ould not pa\ Mr Chur® Mam from 
Hissar a £amine<strickeu district m the Panjab, 
gave testimonv that the people borrowed from the 
money lenders to pay the Government tax Tho 
Besolntion was earned 

Resolution III on throwing open the higher grades 
of the Array to Indians and asking for Militorv 
Colleges was moved by Sardar Man Singh who 
pointed to the lovelty the bravery the devotion 
shown by Indian soldiers fighting her ilajeaty s 
battles in Ihrah m Burma at present they are 
shedding their blood m China, for the service of the 
Empire Lord Roberts liad said that the Panjabi 
soldiers were os good as the British 

These aords were spoken in 1000 We are re- 
peating them in 1016 In other wars since 1000 
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Indians have shed then blood They have nevei 
failed England in hei need And still they aie kept 
out of the commissioned ranks, and still ve aie told 
“ Tiust in the gratitude of England ” 

Sardai Guicharan Singh followed, on the same old 
lines — young men of maitial laces, olfeied the rank 
of a Jamadar He recalled the march of the Sikhs, ivho 
maiched 580 miles in 22 days undei the burning sun 
of June to the lescue of the haid piessed Biitish at 
Delhi and ai lived, Sir Hem 3 '^ Bainaid said, “in 
peifect oidei and lead} foi immediate seivice,” a 
maich to which he believed “ theie is no parallel on 
lecoid^’ The resolution was suppoited bj’’ Sardai 
Ra]endia Singh, Ml Kaiandikai, Mi Kiishna Baldeo 
Vaima, and Hafiz Abdul Rahim, and earned 

Mr S Sinha moved Resolution IV, on the sepaia- 
tion of Judicial and Executive functions, and made 
a veiy able speech, reviewing the whole histoiy of the 
controvers}^ and concluding by saying that the Govern- 
ment must lest on the affection of the people, and 
that that could “only be seemed by confeiiing upon 
them the boon of justice, not the justice which we 
enjoy to-day, half milk and half water, adulterated 
justice, but real and iighteons Biitish Justice ’’ 

The Resolution was seconded bj" Mr Chad Behan 
Lai, suppoited by Bakshi Ram Lubhajm, Messis A 
Choudhuri, 0 T Ohiiitamani, Kali Piasanna Kav^a- 
bishaiad, and earned 

Resolution V condemned the piactical exclusion of 
Indians fiom seveial of the Public Services, and was 
moved by the Hon Mi Suiendianath Banneiji ma 
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long and eloquent speech He contrasted the policy 
of the h uglish Rulers with the pobcy of the 
Roman Empire of old and the policy of the great 
Aiber 

In the cose of Akbar the gnmdsonj of those who had 
fought agniDst hie grandfather become the captruna of hia 
army the Goremora of his province*, the confidential 
odneer* of their Sovereign. It was a pobcv of trust and 
confidence a policv ishich wa* aanctifiea by the immediate 
snccessora of the great HughaL I am sorry that in the 
cose of the Fngliah Ruler* of India it i* no longer a policy 
of trust and confidence bat a policy largely leavened hy 
mistruHt and sospiciom Oar fathers, as soon as their m 
teUwta wore stimulated and their self respect enhanced 
^ the education which they received at the hands of 
Engbshmeu commeaced on agitation against tbeir excln 
Sion from these high offices. Therefore this question 
come* to ns in the light of a heritage In earrmig 
on this agitation, we are performing an act of filial piety 
rendering obeisance to the adored memory of oar eires, 
for what momone* in Bongel are more lovw or respected 
than those of Kristodas Pal and Ram Gopal Gbose or 
what name excite* greater reverence in Bombay than that 
of Dadahliai Naoroji P 

The epeaker gave figares of the proportion of 
Indian* in the higher appointments in the Services m 
Bengal In the Forest there were 24 high appomt- 
meqte 2 of which were held by Indians in the Opium 
77 Indians 8 the Coatoms 88 Indians 2 Preventive 
Branch of CnstoioB 157 Indians 0 in 100 apprentices 
to tins 1 Eurasian m the Surrey Indians 0 Super 
tntendenU ol G%o\?. Q hy tbe TelegrapIiB '20 

appointments Indiana 4 m the Police 102 Indians 
5 Calcutta Pobce 10 Indiana 1 and all this in face 
of the Proclamation of 1868 
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Mr Gr Snbiamania Tvei seconded, and said that 
the statements made might he lepeated of j\radias 
Tlie Resolution nas suppoitod by Pandit Eainbha] 
Datta of Lab 01 e, and earned 

Resolution AM, moved by La hi Duaikadas, le- 
gi etted the suspension of theiiglit of electing Fellows 
by the giaduates ot Calcutta Univeisity, and tlie non- 
can) mg out of tlie pioMsions of tlie Act constituting 
the Pan3ab Univeisity Mi Hem Chandia Rai 
seconded foi Calcutta, Mi Bepin Behan Bose foi 
Allahabad, and AIi Rustam Cania foi Bombay The 
can png of the Resolution closed the second day’s 
work 

The thud day opened with a statement by the 
Piesident that at the Sub]ects Committee it was 
decided to postpone the discussion of the Pan3ab Land 
Alienation Act so as to watch its woiking foi a yeai, 
since the Hindu and Muhammadan delegates dis- 
agieed on it 

The seventh Resolution, thanking Lord Curzon foi 
his famine policy, his i egulation as to issuing shoot- 
ing passes to soldieis, and his pioceedings m 
the Rangoon and O’Grara cases, was moved by 
Mr Suiendranath Bannei]i, who guaided himself fiom 
being supposed to appiove the Yiceioy’s policy 
outside the points named in the Resolution He 
warmly blamed that policy ivith legard to Local 
Self-Grovernment, Education, and Land Legislation 
But 111 checking outiages on Indians by Europeans 
and in famine lelief, he had done well Mi Rustam 
Gama seconded, and the Resolution was cairied 
25 


81 B now INDLi, WEODODT FOB PESEDOU 

Reeolation Viii on Teclinical Lducation IX on 
Berar Legislation X tbe OmiubuB and XI on a 
promiBed annual contribution from the British 
exchequer to India were put from the Chair and 
carried 

Resolution XIT on gmng half a day at each Con 
gresa to the discussion of educational and industrial 
problems was moved by Lala Lajpat Baiin Urdu and 
the speech was unfortunately not reported Mr Duni 
Chand seconded laying stress on the need for 
practical work and the Resolution was carried 

Mr D E acha shortly rooved Resolution XITT 
appointing a deputation to wait on the Viceroy to 
aubnut to him a raetnorial drawing his attention to 
the ResolntioELS of the Congreae regarding the need of 
separnting Judicial and Executive functions of 
dealing with the problem of Indian poverty and of 
enquiring into the growing impoverislmient of the 
peasantry ilunshi Murlidbar seconded and 
iloulM Muhurram Ab Cbisti supported with equal 
brevity The Resolution was earned 

Lola Har Bhagavnn Das moved and ilr Taraknath 
Mitra seconded Resolution XIV that the Panjab be 
constituted luto a Regulation Province It was 
earned 

Kumar M "N Choudhuri moved Resolntion XV 
asking for legislation ngniiist liquor urging that 
the placing pf cheap liquor within the reacli of 
the poor caused immense evils Drunkenness which 
had been a heinous crime liad become a pleasant vice 
inseparably linked with western civilisation and 



THf NiMjfMir fONr.K'f^s "19 

Ko‘']i.!l> ('hniul).i Son had i nmjd.uiu'd (liai (ho 
Gu\ 01 nnionl had lirouf^hl Sh.ik‘'))fM o .uul M il(nn totliom 
Inif al'-o In.iiuU hotth“' 'Du' ICvi i‘'0 (’oinniis'^uni of 
] 8 S> •'InuNcd iho ^io.i( iiu lo.i-'O of dnink(‘nuo‘'sainonp; 
iho lahonnii'r w hoxi« ‘.unpin it\ , iiiiux (nu o and 

indn^^t 1 ions 1 iahi( s w (m i* f id mg aua\ ni( li t In' inci ('n-^o 
Lala Bom l^ia^ad ‘^oo^»ndod, and llio Ho‘'olnlion ^\a‘^ 
caiiiod. 

]vo‘^oln(ion W'lj ( oniri a( nlating ^Ii (’amo on liis 
olottion to J*ailianion( , and Itosolnfion X\G f a‘'‘-igning 
1 ?^ jOjOOO lo the lJn(i‘'li Coniiniltoo and \\ 01 o 
]mt fioin the Chan andiairiod 

lte''Olnlion X^G]] condoinnod the nmv Itnlcs i osti ic t- 
ing the adnii‘''?ion oflndiaii^; to Coopers Bill College 
and Rooiki, and ^^asmovodb^ ^fr J Cliondhiin, n ho 
pointed out flint Coopoi’s Hill College i\.is limit Mitli 
Indian iiionov, but only two Indians a yo.ii might 
enter it Indians went lo England at ,i gient cost of 
soci.il saciilice and nionoy, .iiid w'eie told “Intel- 
lectually }ou may be om equals , ■^till, so fai as the 
appiopiiation of the fishes and loaves of voui countiy 
go, you aie not ” Tlieltooiki legnlation also placed 
special lestiictions on Indians “ The policy puisued 
b}^ Goveinment with legaid to the Coopei’s Hill and 
Eooiki appointments is both unjust to us as a 
Xation, and iinwoithy of a Goveinment wdiich 
piofesses to administei the countiy in oiii intei- 
ests ” Ml A C Paithasaiathi Naidii seconded, and 
Mr S M Paran]pe supported, he uiged that, aftei 
all, Indian buildings wmre not so bad, before Coopei’s 
Hill existed, they lasted for many hundreds of 
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years "We Indians and black men can do ’ these 
things 

Onr hnmblo aspirations are for preparing onr roads 
and bnilding onr bridges, so that Indian badges and 
Indian roads mav be prepared and bnilt by Indians. We 
never aspire to go to Soatbampton and prepare the roads 
for Southampton We do aspire to build bridges 
over the Tliamea If we do not wish to go to England to 
perform these things natnmlly the question may be 
asked whether Indians may not be allowed to constmct 
their own roads and tbeir own bridges. 

A modest request enoogh after all The Resolo 
tion was pnt and carried 

Resolntion XLX, thanking Scr WiRiam Wedderl^nrn 
Mr Dadabhai Naoroji and Mr A. 0 Home for 
their great aemcea was pot from the Chair and 
carried amid lotid clieers Resolution XX on South 
Afnca was also put from the Chair and earned 

Mr Thaknr Dos moved Resolntion XXT asking 
that quabfied Indians might be placed on the 
Committee to consider the propoeal to estabhah 
Agncnltnral Banks the Resolntion was seconded 
by Pandit G^yaneshvara Shastn and earned the 
latter gentleman remarking in his two-minutes speech 
that It was a horse-race to-day Certainly the 
work went fast 

Resolution XXJI lamenting the loss of Bakshi 
Jaishi Ram was pot from the Chair and earned 
nnanimonsly 

Then Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya moved 
Resolution XIIT on Permanent Settlement he said 
that in the midst of much to admire and to be grateful 
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for iu Britisli Rule, tlie note of distiess aud poverty 
was sounding louder and loudei Fiom living and 
moving among the they knew how they 

existed undei the piesent system He ciiticised the 
answei of the Viceio}'- to the Madias Mahajana 
Sahha, pointing out its unfairness in ignoimg all the 
suggestions foi lemedying poverty made by the 
Oongiess Bengal had escaped famine by its Perman- 
ent Settlement, and othei Provinces should be given 
similar lelief 

Mr V R Nambier seconded the Resolution, and 
it was cairied 

Mr Bhupendianath Basu moved Resolution XXIV, 
criticising the Indian Mines Bill, making a speech 
full of sound wisdom Some objected to political 
agitation and urged them to turn lather towards 
mdustiial development “They say Dissolve your 
Congresses and Oonfeiences, shut up your news- 
papers , and, like dumb beings woik out youi destiny , 
devote youi whole eneigy to the consideiation of 
industrial questions ” But, said Bhupendianath Babu, 
industries were doomed without political freedom 

Wheie IS the country in the woild, I ask you 
assembled delegates and visitors, which would put counter- 
vailing duties upon its own pioduce, in order that foreign 
produceis may he put on terms of equality ? I ask you, 
where is the country that will put a duty upon an article 
of consumption like sugar, in order that foieign pioducers 
and merchants might be benefited ? I ask you, again, 
vhere is the country that will intioduce and undertake 
factory legislation in older to suppiess and lepiess 
factories, and make their woik difificult ^ Therefore those 
who pin their faith upon industry alone must beware 
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Ooooh, Sir Olttrl** Sement, Sir WHUun llaikby SIi* Jolm Bndd 
Pbmr Sir John Scott, sl Boliodff iTlUon itr Herbert J BeTuold# 
tnd Sir William Weddoibtira for p re aenUrtff a pctltfon to tie 
Secretary of State tn Oonnrfl to effect the mooE needed eoporatlon 
eamoetly hopet that the Qorernmant of India irfU giro their 
eariieet attention to th petition which haa been forwarded to 
ttniTn and wDl take praoth^ atepc for ipeedily carrying oot thti 
much needed reform 

PobUo Barrio* 

V ficeolred — That the Oonffro« regret* the piractical e»cla 
don of nattrea of India from the higho appointments in the Po l ice, 
the Pobllo Worfci, tho State EaOwaya, the Opimn the Onrtoma, the 
T legraph the Sorrey and other Departments, and prays that foil 
Jnstlce M done to tha clahna of the people of India in regard to 
these appolntmenta. 

XVIXL Beaclred — That, In the opinion of the Oongreas, the 
new raloa reatricting the norober of Indians eligible t qnallfy 
themsolTBa for employment tn the E glneexing Branch of the 
Indian Pnhlie Works Department, Ihrongh the Ooope Bill College 
to a maximra f two obIt Id a year shonld be withdrawn as a 
matter of bare jostlce to the people of Dili connhy and that the 
•aid Oollem iboald be m de araQabio oqn^y for tha ose of all 
nhjaoti ca Her Ualesty and the Ooagreas is further of opinioD 
that the InWdioas dlrtmetl n made between Indian and Jnglo- 
Tadlgns as regards the guaranteod appomtments in oonneetion 
with the College at BocHd ebonld be withdrawn and that these 
ppohitments a^mld be made anilable t all Ber Uajasty's Indian 
■nojeeta tn all parts of the country 

EU*otloii of nnhreralty Follon 

TL Besolred — That this Oongrev regrets the sntpendon of 
the prirfleges accorded tn th gradoaies of a certain standing of 
the Ualontta Unirorsity to retorn F Hows to the UnlTerslty and 
th fact that effect is not gleen to the prorislonj of tha Act oon 
■titnting tho PanJab UnlrersI^ with regard to th election of 
Fellows by th Senate and Is f pinion that It is desirable, In the 
Interests of sound edocation, to confer the pririloge of leoting 
Fellows open the gradoate# of Indian DniTeialties where It does 
not exist, and of extending it where It doe* exist, 

ThsLXika of Oom^aas 

V 11 Resolrcd — That this Congress desires to record Its 
gratitude to H. E. the Viceroy for th benerolence of his fsml o 
nolioy and f r his firm re*ol e to nphold th interests of rdsr and 
JratJco as orldenced hi tho regnlatlotis recently isaaed regarding 
the grant of shooting passes to soldiers and his proceedings in 
connection with the Bangoon and O Oara emsM. 
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XI Resolved — That this Congress, while expressing its 
grateful acknowledgments for the annual contribution of 
£ 257,000 promised to be made from the British to the Indian 
Exchequer in accordance mth the recommendations of the majority 
of the Royal Commission on Indian Expenditure, respectfully 
desires to point out that foi doing adequate justice to the claims 
of India BO far as admitted by that Commission it is necessary 
that she should be granted the arrears payable on this account for 
the past many years, and prays that the British Parliament will be 
pleased to make this grant 

XIX Resolved — That this Congress begs to recoid its high and 
grateful appieciation of the services rendered to this country and 
the Congress movement by Sir William Wedderbrnm, Mr Dadabhai 
Xaoroji, and Mr A 0 Hume, and to exjiress its regret at the retire- 
ment of Sir William Weddei hum from Parliament, where he render- 
ed great and valuable services to this country, and hopes that ho 
may soon return to Parliament to renew his labour of love for the 
people of India 

dduoation 

VIII Resolved — That this Congress places on record its 
conviction that the system of Technical Education now m vogue is 
inadequate and unsatisfactory, and prays that, havung regard to 
the poverty of the people and the decline of indigenous industries, 
the Government will introduce a more elaborate and efficient 
scheme of technical lustmction, and set apart more funds for a 
successful working of the same And this Congress desires to 
express its grateful appreciation of the patriotic and munificent 
gift of Mr Tata for the promotion of higher scientific education 
and research 


Berar Hiegislation 

IX Resolved — That this Congress is of opinion that so long 
as Berar is administered by the Governor-General in Council, all 
laws and orders having the force of law, intended for Berar, should 
be enacted by the Supieme Legislative Council m the same way as 
those for British India pioper 

Confirmation of Prexaous Resolutions 

X. Resolv ed-;-(I) That this Congress concurs with previous 
Congresses in strongly advocating [1897, (h) (d) (e) (g)] 

That this Congress, concurrmg with previous Congresses, 
records its protest [1897, (a) and (6) , 1899, (c) and (d)] 

This Congress, concurring with previous Congresses, expresses 
its connction [1899, (a) to (c)] 
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JSdoasitlon and Indoairy 

Ilf Ba^olred — Th t the Congi« berebr ipprire# of tl o 
»nggo*Hcm prsamted bj tho Indian Coognm Commlttoo for the 
contideratioQ of tbit Bcokn that at loaat half a dar at each annoal 
Beaaion of the Confp-aaa b« derotad to th« condderatlon aiad dta* 
cottkm of the Indwrtrial and Edocatlonnl probloTO* of the country 
PnrthcT roaolred tlxat annually two Cotnmitteei bo appointed by 
the CoDjjroW, one for Edocatfonal and oi e for ludi atrial niblecta, to 
eonalde and ropmat mean for the Ed cation and I doatrUI 
impnJToment of the country nd to aaal t therein and that to each 
OoTum ttw a Secretary be annoaHy appointed. Thaae Oomm ticca 
dlride themaelrea into Prorlnctal Ootnmlttoca with powe to 
add tu their number 

Daputatlon to the Ifloepoy 

Xnr. Reaol ed — That Ih f Uowtng M morial be aubmltted 
to Hla ExcaUency the Viceroy In Cooncil br a depotatlon con 
alattog of th# f Howlng gwntlamen 

Hon Pil If hta 
Bon W 0. Banneril. 

Eon. AnarvifL Chaiiii. 

H a. Suwndrenath fiann rjl 
Hon. Ifanahi Ifadho IaJ 
U R. y Undh tkar 
Ur B. >L 8 yaoL 
Ur Harblabaji I«L 

Tor* ExciLUtacT 

Re on behalf f the delegate# aaaombled at tb KKh Seaakm 
of the fndian Hatianal Oop g rraa t Lahore in December laat hare 
the bonoor to anbmit moat re»peolfally ferr tb conalderetlon of 
Tour Ercallency In Covncll the ceompanying Bnaohitlcina peaard 
by that aaaemblr and apedally the following qoeetlona which 
hare lorff been before tb country and which tn tbe oplnlnn of 
the Ooog r ea a , now await a apoedy aol tKm of a practicol and 
bancficenl charmete 

1 The qneatfon f (he extrem fealrablHty of ■eparattng 
Indicia] from Eiccutlre fnoctfona ha# n w been ao well recognUod, 
nd there eiUt aooh a atrong conaonraa of opinion on tbe eobjoot. 
oOcial and Don.o(Qc>aI that your Uemorlalleta are earneaUy f 
hope that th Oorernmeat wfU be pleaaed at an early date to 
Introdoce thU popular reform In the admlnJetratlon f th 
ooontry 

£. Tbo increaring porertT of the peasantry I the groate 
part of fbe country and their conaeqo nt Inability to malntnln 
theanDfr## without State and ^riTatn benarolence at th# r# f y 
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outset of scarcity or famine, js another pressing problem Your 
Alemorialists are fully an are of the fact that the senous attention 
of the Goremment lias been engaged on it, and they trust that 
some efhcacious remedy mil be soon found which may greatly 
contnbute to mitigate that severe por erty, and enable the peasantry 
to better lesist the strain which years of bad harvests or scarcity 
may entail on them, 

3 That in inew of the condition to which the recent 
famines have reduced the lyots, the Government will be so good as 
to cause an exhaiistiie enqniiT to be instituted into their growing 
impoverishment by means of an independent Commission 

Panjab c 

XTV Besohed — That the Congress respectfully urges upon 
the Government that in its opinion the time has come when the 
Panjab should be constituted into a Eegulatiou Province 

Liquor Legislation 

XV Eesolved — That this Congress views with grave alarm 
and deep regret the rapid increase m the consumption of intoxicants, 
specially liquor, in the country, and the Congress is of opinion 
that the cheap supply of liquor, etc , is alone responsible for this 
The Congress, therefore, fervently appeals to the Govemiiient of 
India to pass measures like the Marne Liquor Law of America, and 
introduce Bills like Sir Wilfrid Lawson’s Permissive Bill or the 
Local Option Act, and impose an additional tax upon intoxicants 
not intended to be used as medicine The Congress records its 
firm conviction that if the Government do not take these practical 
steps immediately, the moral, material and physical detenoratioii 
of those classes, among whom liquor, etc , have obtained a firm 
hold, w oiild be inevitable , and as intoxicants hai e already affected 
the great labouring class, the benevolent intention of the Govern- 
ment to help the growth of the Indian Aits and Industries would 
bear no fruit The Congress gives great importance to this ques- 
tion, which, it strongly believes, is intimately connected with the 
material progress of the country, and emphatically protests against 
the cheap supply of liquor, etc 

Congratulations of Congress 

XVJ Resolved — That this Congress offers its siiueie and 
hearty congratulations to Mr W S Come on his election to 
Parliament, and expresses its confidence in him as a trusted 
fiiend of the people of India and a promoter of their best 
interests 

Congress Work 

XYII Eesoh ed — That a sum of Rs 30,000 be assigned for 
the expenses of the British Committee and the cost of the 
publication of India 
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Sontli JUrloft 

XJC RetolTBS— Tlxat thJi Oong re w onco more dmwB tho 
ittMtlom of the Indian Gororrunent u well oa of tb Secretary of 
State for India to the frHeraiM^ea of the British Indians in Bonth 
Africa, and earneatlj hopoa that In tIoit of the re-arrangement of 
the bonndaiiea in that Oontinent and the incorpcratlon of the late 
Boo Bepnbllci into the Britlah Dominions, the diubflitiea nnder 
which the Indian settlors laboofTKl hi those Bopmblios and as to 
whtoh Her Majeatrs Gorernment owing to their independence In 
hitamaJ matters f It powerieaa to obtsdn redrosa, wDT now no longer 
exist, and that the earkiai tnconrenl noe canssd to the settlers in 
Katal, among oth rs Iry the Immigration Bostxiohon and the 
Dealers Lice&oea Ants of that Col dt which are manifestlr 
Inconsistent with the fimdamentnl principles f the British 
Oonstitntion as alao th Proclamation of 18JSS, will he materially 
mitigated. If not entirely romored 

TrwHawa on Oommlttea 

XXI Heaolred— That th Congreae begs to suggest to 
the Government of India (bat qoalUled Indian members, 
repreaentlng the different Proriacea, may be nominated to the 
Committee recently f rmed, in eonnectioQ with th propoaal of 
starting AgTfsoltml Banh* In India. 

Borrow of Oon^oao 

XXIL Besolred — That this Oongr e se desires to pnt era record 
ts deep sense of the lots astaJned by the death of Bakshi Jalsht 
Bam wh was one of the staunch snpportors of the Oongrees for 
many a yoar and rend red Talnable eerricca to It in oo nectlon 
with his own ProriDce. 

Parmuient 8«ttl«ment 

XXin Besolred — That while thanking the Gorernmeot of 
Iivdln for its intention to fneestigat the qnesti n of the incidence 
and prcMore of the land asseaameot aa affecting the well being nd 
resources of the agricoltnml popolation, the Congress respeotfnlly 
nrges oposj the Gorernmont the dosIrabU ty of Inclnilt g within the 
Bcofw 01 the oemtampUtod inresdgatl n the question of periodical 
settlement of asseasments and the necereity repeatedly pointed 
out by tho Onugeesa of matisig It Mrmaaant. Thl Congresa 
farther praya that tbs Gorernment of India may be pleased to 
publish the opinions incited from Local Gorornments and 
Adminlstretkms, on th inblect referred to in pare ■* of the 
Besolntlon of the GorerniBent of India (Berenne nd AgricoJUiral 
Department) published in Tks OostHt qflmd a dated 2£nd Dooember 
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1900, and allow tlie public an oppoitunity to make their repre- 
sentations theieon befoie the Goromment decides whether further 
investigation is necessaiy oi not in the terms of the said 
Resolucion 


Indian jyiines 

XXIV Resolved — That the Congress respectfnlly snbmits 
that the provisions of the Indian Mines Bill, so far as they impose 
restrictions on the employment of labour, be omitted, and* that the 
penal provisions theinot may not be put m force for a period of 
5 years, and that, in the meantime, mining schools be opened in 
snitable centies where young men may quahfj themselves for 
employment nndei the Act 


Formal 

XXV Resolved — (a) That this Congress appoints Mr A 0 
Hume, C B , the General Secretary, and Mr D E IVaoha, the Joint 
General Secretary, foi the ensuing year 

(h) That the following gentlemen do constitute the Indian 
Congiess Committee foi 1901 

BX-OFPICIO MEMBERS 

1 The Hon V C Bannerji (1885) 

2 The Hon Dadabhai Naoroji (188R) 

The Hon Bndi-udm Tyabji (1887) 

(Nolv Jndge, Bombay High Court) (Dead) (1888), 

3 Sir William Wedderbiirn (1889) 

4. The Hon Pherozeshah Mehta (1890) 

5 The Hon Ananda Charlu (1891) 

The Hon W C Banneiji (1892) (Second time). 
The Hon Dadabhai Naoioji (1893) (Second time) 

6 Alfred Webb Esq (1894) 

7 The Hon Surendianath Bannerji (1895). 

8 The Hon R M Sayani (1896) 

9 The Hon 0 Sankaran Nan (1897) 

10 The Hon A M Bose (1898) 

11 EC Dutt, Esq (1899) 

The Hon N G Chmidraiarkar (1900) (Now Judge, 
Bomba'i High Court) 

12 D E Wachi, Esq , General Secrctaiy 

1 1 Alfred Nimdv Esq , Assistant Secrotarj 

14 Cliaiinnn of the Reception Committee, Calcutta 

15 Sccretaij of the Reception Committee, Calcutta 

16 President elect of the Congiess for 1901 

26 
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Hon. Bai Baliada P Ananda 
Ohttrio, 0 IJB 
Hon. 0 VljIart^ti*Y»ch»rI. 
Hon. Bai C Junlm 

Unffam Undalnr 
Hr V Rjrn 2J»mbJer 
&Ir 0 Bnrtmnkm )I non. 


Hj T 0 Do»It*cli»rinr 
Mj 8. Kaatorireoff* Ijoi^ir 

DSKAt 

Hr M, V JctthL 
Mr R. K Mndholknr 
Itr G 8 Khflpnfdo 
Mr D V BhjflQWEt 
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aliaiap Balia cinr Jfpose tlie President He 
Hatoie, the Chaiiiii" tlie hfe and soul of tins 
cee, welcomed then the Congre'^s to elect 
ech, saying that he Rai Bahadur P Ananda 
3 honom offered to 1-Mudholkai suppoited the 
e great ambition of d Avitli loud applause 


lose yIio tlnnlv, those a 
ar their countiy” H 
he Passing of the Ctie 
die Magna Caita of Ind 
sympathy foi an alien 


a began his addie'js ivith 
ite to ]\rr Justice Paiiade, 
aAvay on Januaiy I7th, 
a nolile and spotless 


liberal in its spiiit, ‘jo m. 

AAOuld alone have avo ^ Q'^een-Einpress, 

unflinching loyalty of President McKinley, 

Hational Oongiess, the Sheshadii, the 

and aspirations, boin ii*® pioved “that states- 

link the name of Yicto is confined to one 

Her Majesty’s siiccesso Piesident, after 

Indian subjects by his Aidio on his 

his reign be a continuat of Piinces and 

Speakei then alluded f^^ne, 

Calcutta, but the auth**^ of 

philosophically, instead ^ AAdiich funds 

fads of science, isolatic® ^P®ot, in relief He 

tion, and the advice were relieved in 

The officials Aveie uncha^^ peop e who paid 47^ 

away titie-hunters, bui^* 7^^ 

T i- time of the peiiodical 

and wealth suppoited „ „ ^ 

,, , ,, 1 ^ j causes of famine, and 

that they had opened^^^^ Salisbury, m favoui 
connection Avith the cultivator There 

hoped, a permanent fe,he causes of the present 
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agranan condition, for recent legislation mis dis- 
aatrotiB Irrigation Worta were essential and they 
should be preferred to raflways which were not on 
nnnuied blessing ” Irrigation increased ogncul 
tnral wealth while railways only distributed it Agn 
onltnral Banka were at Inst recognised os useful and 
here he advocated the system adopted in Egypt The 
export of gram prevented a aofficient storage in the 
country Adverting to the condition of the mosses 
and the average rate of ngricoltnral wealth per head 
of the population the President complained that 
Government shrank from pubbshmg details which 
could be exaramed the Doke of Argyll had said that 
of chronic poverty and of permanent reduction to the 
lowest level of subsistence such as prevail only 
too widely among the vast population of rural 
India we have no example in the western world 
Improvement was impossible so long as absentee- 
ism, which 19 the principal feature of British rule 
exists” the annual extraction of 80 to 40 orores from 
the country without any hope of return was the 
greatest obstacle to Indian prosperity 

The fact i» India la not free to choose ita own 
administrative agency Were it free, is there the 
aligbtert doubt that the entire administratiTe agency 
would bo indigenous, living and tpendisg their idomes m 
the country t' India, I repeat is not free and, therefore, 
it has no choice in the matter The governing authontie* 
in tbe first place havfi most strangely willed that almost 
all the higher poets ahall be h^d by men who live a 
whDe hero and then retire to their own country Even 
another great modem Asaatio power Busaia, is not known 
to import wholesale Russian agency to oury on the 
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AAOik of ndiuinislration in flic distant pioAinccs of Centinl 
i'ksia ’ Blit we aio told that tlie Kiiiopean agency 

15 exticmelw limited It counts no nioie than 17,300 
persons Tine But contiast the annual cxponditui e of 

16 crores lucuiied on their account with the 2^ cioies 
earned by Indians Did England sit quiet A\hile the 
Plautageiiets weie filling all the high ofiites fioni France 
to the great disadvantage of the English theniseh'cs ? 
Was not England pauperised a\ hen the Papacy was 
lampaiit and abstiacted millions fioni it annually, as 
history has lecoided Would Eimland rcfiain from 

* O 

complaining, supposing that the position of India and 
England Aias to-day iCAeised ^ 

India was pool, and was “luled at a cost unheard 
of m any part of the civilised Avoild ” 

The President then turned to finance and analysed, 
wntli masteily skill, the taxation and expendituie of 
the coiintiy, in wdiich Indians had no voice Theie 
must be industrial development, although impiove- 
ment would be sloiv since the loot of poverty lay in 
political causes “'Insane Inipeiialism,^ to use 
Mr Moiley’s phrase, with its mischievous policj'' of 
letrogiession and lepression is in the ascendant for 
the moment But this policy of political insanity'-, I am 
fiimly of conviction, must soouei or later give ivay to 
the foimer policy of sound liberalism, modified in 
confoimity ivith the maich of time and the niesist- 
ible logic of events Indians have never been slow 
to recognise the benefits of Britrsh lule But it 
would be uni eason able to ask them to sing eternally 
its praises and transfoim themselves into its un- 
qualified panegyiists No doubt we have a good 
Gtivernment, but it is not unmixed with many an 
evil The desire is that the evil may be purged 
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away and that in the coarse of time we may have a 
better Government 

The bubjects Committee was approved, when the 
prolonged cheers had ceased and the Congress rose 
for the day 

On tlie second day the first Resolution was pnt m 
three sections from the Chnir expressing grief for 
the death of the Queen Empress, tendering homage 
to the new Sovereign and lamenting the loss of the 
Hon Mr Justice Ranade 

After two letters had been read Mr W C Bannerji 
moved Resolution n on the maintenance of the 
Bntish Committee and gnaranteeing a circulation of 
4 000 copies of India He made a ngorons speech m 
support of the Congrea*' and was followed bv the 
Hon ^»Ip P M Mehta nofortunetely nnreported the 
text not having been received back Rai Bahadur 
P Ajianda Cbarlu Pandit Madan Mohan Malanya 
and Monln M All Chisti supported and the Resolu 
tion was earned 

It IS interesting to notice that the speakers all 
defended the Congress from being less enthusiastically 
supported than before The complaints made now 
were made then when the Congress is now supponed 
to have been at its best All movements include 
cruekers who belittle the present in comparison with 
the post The main reason for this perennial 
depreciation is the fact that they are themselves older 
and loss energetic and do not realise that the 
yonngers now supply the eothnsiasm they have 
lost 



THE SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 


330 


Mudholk.ir moved Kesointion ]]I, on Indian 
poveitv All non* agieed that tlic inas^Jo^; v'ere sinking 
inoie deeply into tlie qiiagnine of poveity, and the 
census of 1901 shoved that in Ine Provinces the 
population had .ictiialh deci eased fioin the number 
leached in 1S91 A million people died in tlie fam- 
ine in excess of the oidinary moitalil^, in sjnte of all 
the elToits of Goveinment, and if tlie people weie not 
inab-ject poveitj’’ such a lesult could not have acci ued 
The Commission of lb74 found that it was the revenue 
polic}’’ of the CTOveinment that vas mainly lespon- 
sible for the degiadation of the lyots In Berai theie 
was a general enhancement of 30 pei cent In the 0 P 
from 100 to 200 pei cent Wheie 80 per cent of 
cultivable land had been brought undei cultivation^ 
theie should be a Peimanent Settlement on the lines 
laid down by Lord Ripon in 1882 

Ml G Yenkataiatnam seconded, and dealt vutli 
Madras In 1862 the Madias Government declaied 
that “theie can be no question that one fundamental 
piinciple of the lyotwari system is that the Govern- 
ment demand on the land is fixed for evei ” A^aiious 
promises weie made and hopes held out in 1865, 1867, 
1868, but the 1862 policy was foimally negatived by 
the Secietary of State in 1883 Things weie going 
steadily from bad to Avoise 

Ml G Snbiamania Iyer took up the sad stoiy, and 
gave moie figures, remarking that the reason that the 
lyots could live at all was the “tropical climate where 
life can Liigei on the scantiest of subsistence But 
is the lifers function of the Indian ryot to live 



840 SOTT nrOLA WBOOOHT fob 7MEI>0M 

and die merely Uke a brute f la he not a human 
being endowed with reaaon sentiment and latent 
capacity f ' The peasant had sunk to a lower and 
a lower atandard of Imng There were 

neerly ^00 miUioiui of people living a life of chrome 
starvation and of the most abject ignorance gnm and 
silent in their Boffonug withont eest in life withont 
comfort or enjoyment withont hope of ambition living 
becaoM they were bom into the world and dying because 
bfe could no longer be kept m the body 

ilr B pal Chondhuri supported, dealing with 
Agrionltural Banka and Mr Gnhn followed in 
Bengali the RosolntioD being then put and earned 
Dr Gour proposed the Hon ilr Snmvasa Rao 
seconded Messrs Ambikachamn Hosnmdar and 
Kali Prasanna Kavyabiaarad supported the hardy 
aonual of tbe separation of Judicial and Executive 
functions to which we cannot afford more space 
Mr Kabcharan Bonnerji moved Resolution Y 
asking that eminent Indian lawyers should be added 
to the Judicial Committee of the Pnvy Oounoil for 
Indian Appeals The law of the Coarts ’ was not 
always in accord with the law of the people ' and 
long eatablised rules were set aside ilr P S 
Sivaswami Iyer seconded it os an extension of the 
principle already appbed id the High Courts The 
Resolution ivas carried 

Mr Gandhi moved Beaolntion VI on Sonth Africa 
fLH a petitioner on behalf of the Unndred thousand 
Bntisli Indians in South Africa ' He told the now 
familiar tale of Indian grievances and the Resolution 
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seconded by jMi A Pillai, yas earned, and the 
Congress adjourned 

On tlie thud da\, j\tr S Sinlia moved the seventh 
Resolution, uiging ^ ,n ions niatteis of Police Refoun, 
and he dvelt on the .Klmittance of Indians to examin- 
ation foi the Police SeiMCG, the leciuitment of In- 
spectors and Sub-Inspectois, and asked foi a laiger 
number of Indians in the higher grades Mr Y R 
I^ambiei seconded, laying sriess on the need foi 
education in the lower giades, and the employment of 
Indians ylio understood their own countiyinen in the 
higher Five othei speakers suppoited, and the 
Resolution vas earned 

Resolution VIIJ letiiined to the famine, which 
brooded over all heaits, and was moved by Mi C 
Subramania Iyer He dwelt this time on the need 
for industiial independence, and pointed to the rapid 
industrial improvement in Japan since 1868 How 
could India adjust her industrial condition as Jajian 
has adjusted heis to new needs ? India must eithei 
go forward or perish He made pi actical suggestions 
for founding technical institutions and foreign 
scholarships, and a careful suivey of indigenous in- 
dustries 

Ml IST M Samarth seconded, and Mi H K 
Ramaswami Aiyai supported, giving histones of past 
famines and analysing the causes of famine , the Reso- 
lution was further supported by Messrs Jadunath 
Majuindar and Joseph Benjamin, and carried 

Ml Suiendianath Bannerji moved Resolution IX, 
demanding the wider employment of Indians in the 
27 
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Pobbc Services, It iraa seconded by Mr Abdul 
Kesnn and carried 

Mr Dmt moved Resolution X on tbe cost of Bntiab 
troops m India in a brief speech and ilr C 1 
Ohintaraani seconded mth eqnal brevitv ITie resoln 
tion was supported by Mr Smedlev m a discursive and 
breeiy speech which he concluded by saying tliat he 
believed m Home Rule for Ireland and Home Rule 
for India He appealed to the young men to be 
determined and ask for Home Role for India 

Theee resointions seem to me to be makmg so small a 
demand that they will be glad to allow yoa these bttle 
things to keep you off from Home Rule lly last 
word u “ Go m for Home Role for India ” and the 
blessing of God rest upon your efforts 

"We are taking Jlr Smedley's advice in 1916 

Dr Sarat K Mnibck moved Resolution XI 
approving of the formation of a Cadet Corps for 
Indian Princes as a atep to the establishment of 
ililitary Colleges ilonlvi M Ab Chieti seconded 
Mr K B Vsnna supported and the Resolution was 
earned 

Resolution XII dealt with Education and was 
moved by Mr Y R Pandit who condemned the small 
expenditure on Education by the Government 
Mr B G Tilak seconded urging that Education 
should be made thorough Mr A Chondhnn and 
Mr llahesvara Pmsad seconded and it was earned 

Ihe thirteenth Resolution urged the raising of 
coolies’ wages in Assam and the abobtion of the 
penal legislation affecting them It was moved by 
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Ml Jogi'iidni Clinndl.i wlio, liinis( 4 f .in 

elnplo^el of coolie laboiu, {iiofe^tccl -ipini^t the cruel 
tre.itinent of (lie coolu>s, \\ lio died in Imndii’d'', 

\\liile 111 tlireo \ejirs he h.id onh lo‘'t t^\o of his 

* 

l.nboiirers in the .Sundei b;ni>., oiu' fioin cholei.i ;iiid 
one carried oh b\ .1 tipfer lie jilended for nistice, 
so that the rule of Eiiirhind iniirht last “ I feav this 
out of inv great lo\e foi >oti I'higlishinen — lest '^e 
foiget, lest V* foiget 

Ml. Bepin Ch.nidr.i P.il seconded, urging t lie repeal 
of the Pen.il Labour Lan, .iiid conibin.it ion to defend 
the coolioh !Mi Lalit Moh.in Ghosal liaMiig 
suppoited, the J?esolution \\.is earned 

1 ’he medical giie\ances \vere again brought up in 
Kesolution XIV, moved b\ Mi X l^annciji, 
seconded by Di Nili.itan S.iikai, and earned Tlie 
fifteenth Kesolution iiiged tlie needs of agiicultuie 
and Avas ver) brieflj’’ moved, seconded, and sup- 
poited by Messis Yatindianath Choudhuri, C.ama, 
X K Kamasvami Ai3'’ai, Moulvi Khoja Muhammad 
Xooi, Di Sureshvara Mukerji, and earned 

Kesolutions on the Economic Question in India 
(No XVI), on Cui reiicy Legislation (No XVII), Aveie 
earned, but were too complex to be effectively dealt 
with in the last lusli of the Congiess Resolution 
XA^III asked foi the establishment of a Mining 
College, and Kesolution XIX, the Omnibus, was put 
fiom the Chair Kesolution XX re-appointed Mr A 0 
Hume and Mi D E Wacha, and Kesolution XXI 
accepted the invitation of the Hon Mi P M Mehta 
to the Bombay Presidency 
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Then came the rotes of thanks to the Eeception 
Committee and the President and the President s 
reply bringing to a tJose the Seventeenth National 
Congress, 


BBSOLimONS 

Tho D*%th of tha Queen Bmpren 
L Eeeol ed— ( ) That Hii* OomCT®** dealrca to expr©*» iti 
profound ■ o rrow at th doath of Her Jlajeetr Queen Empirea* 
Victoria and ta aenaa of tlie Imiporable Jo«a which th Empire haa 
uatamed therebr TLla Congreaa recalla w th ffratitude Her late 
UaJeatj’a deop poreonal ajnyaithj with th people of India, aa 
eridenced by her gieanout Proclamation and by rarioot other 
mearoret and pereonal acta ooatoeiTed In th taro plrit of anxioua 
aolkntnde fo tho w Lfare of the peopl of India. 

(b) That thla Congmaa t nd ra It* respectful h mag* to Hit 
Oradoai Majeaty King Edward TII and undo III Hajetty'a bene- 
flcent reign hopefoQy knki forward to the ■trengtheoing f free 
xnatitiitlcma, the eepanaioD of iMpolnr righta, asd the grnduaJ bni 
complete redemption f the prom neacontnlned in He late ITajeaty a 
Proclamatlcm 

(e) That th a Cengreea deairee to place n record Its d ep 
aense of regret at the great loaa that the counlry haa anilalAed by 
the untim Ty death of th Hon. U Jnatice Eanade 

Work of the Oon^rau 

IL Reaol ed — (a) That the Oongreaa J of pinion that t i 
eaaentimi for the aiuceaa of It work, that tb re hoiiid bo a Com 
mittee in London ting o oncert with it, and weekly journal 
puhllihed In London, propagating ita riewa, nd thJ Congreea 
roaolrea that Ha Hntiah Committee oa ai preee t constituted, and tho 
Journal I dta as nnblUhed by it, be m&lntalimd and contin ed, and 
the coat be raised In accordance with th foUowtng •ohemo 

(b) That a. circulation of 4j000 copiea of I dia be aecuied by 
Uocathig 1 600 copies to Bengal, 'TIO copies to iladras, 200 oopica 

to the K W ProTinces, 60 copies to Ondb tOO ropiest the Panjab 
460 copies to Beror and th Omitral Prori oera, and 1 OOQ copies to 
Bombay th rot of yroriy nbacmptlun being Ea. 8 

(c) That the f llowing genti mon be appointed Secretariee 
for the Circles ogalmt wbltb th ir names appes and be held 
ro^pousfbl forth sum doe forth oopiiesofJad tssigned to their 
respeedro Olroles nd tho money b* paid in adTanca in two half 
yauly instalmauta. 
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Bengal ' 

Mr Surendranath Bannerji 
Ml Bliupendi’anath Basn 
Mr Baiknntlianath Sen 

Bombaa 

Hon Mr P M Mehta 
Mr D E Wacha 
Hon Mr G K Gokhale 

Madras 

Hon Mr Snnirasa Rao 
Ml Vijiaraghai acliai i 
Mr Y Rjtu Nninbier 
Mr G Subianiania lyei 


Berab & THE Central 
Provinces 

Mr R N Madholkar 

N TV Provinces and Oudh 

Pandit M M Malaviya 
Mr Granga Prasad Varma 
Mr S Smlia 
Mr A Nnndy 

Cawn pore 

Ml Pnthvinath Pandit 
Pan JAB 


Lala Harkishan Lai 

(d) That vith a view to meet the balance lequired to defray 
the expenses of India and the British Committee a special delegation 
fee of Rs 10 be paid by each delegate m addition to the usual fee 
now paid by him, with effect fi-om 1902 


Povrerty and Remedies therefor 

III Resolved — (a) That the Congress once again desires to 
call the attention of the Goiemmeut to the deplorable condition of 
the poorest classes in India, full foity millions of whom, according 
to high ofiicial authoiitj , diag out a miserable existence, on the 
lerge of starvation oven in normal jears, and this Congress recom- 
mends the follow mg amongst othei measui'es for the amelioration 
of their condition — 

(2) That the Peimanent Settlement be extended to those 
parts of the country whoio it does not exist, that restrictions be 
put on o\ or assessments in those parts of India where it maj^ not 
be advisable to extend the Permanent Settlement at the present 
time, so ns to leaie the lyots siifiident to maintain thomsehes 
on, and that these Settlements of laud rei oniie be guaranteed foi 
loiigei periods than is the case at present 

(3) That Agiiciiltiual B inks be established and greater 
facilities be accorded for obtaining loans iindei the Agiicultiiral 
Loans Act 

(4) That steps be taken to imjiroie the Agricultme of the 
countr} and in connection vith this, this Congre'^s exhorts all 
landed propiiotois in the conntrj'' to pax gienter attention to the 
agiicultunil needs of the country and adopt such measures ns are 
in their poxxor to meet them 
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O' Tb»t th<> mtnimoTn ino'iw on<ltT tW 

T*t V<m b(‘ r»Wv\ frvvm Kk V.X> i K IjCVW. 

^e^ Tb»i «>i<* drain •>? ihc coontTT W tn fwl, ■» 

IraiJt jn rrt« W the i^lW nwijJortnent f tlw c^ndrm of tw* •>dl 
<n ih» rnNx V'n>v>'^ 

\IM Rf-sdrt'd— T>i*t iW* C nCWM Uj^nn-i lio mnwwtK'o 
•4 f»Tn Tto (Q A TtH>^v IT *o»to f tth Ihn ftjrV'nt Ind s In txNvnl 
vrara, «nJ rov\>rJ* It* di Wrato ^wokiK'ni iluit f taiiw** In InJu 
*rr train) )■«■ \)) r iho croAt fvnrMT >f tho Krv'C+.'il on 

V< iltod-\)n* daHinhjrm'Ti »m AnJ lnJa*JrioA «nj tW drain 
ik *r<-Alt)> of t>i '\nintrT h* cone on ( tj- rrara nnd (S) 

tv oww'tx (ATAikAtand 'vifT-A»AO*Mnont >f UnJ. cvntto^jiwnl i« » 
jyvJvT -4 vtrarauratv'i' f tlvionv) br tho Innvrom^it K^h m t)in 
•<rfl atxl ml) t*rr VrATiTwnti^ Ka* »v far ItnrKnvmWJ tlw 

pisvpJo that At thn firat t vta h vf Aonmty thov art* ontJms) bo)plo«* 
An) mntt |>n*h nnV’^ fsl br tho ''t*t 'T hf)po») hr pnr*t<' 
oharlrr In th 'lAnntn vftM t 'incrw thn iron Totnodt- Afr*lt»J 
tbo to. ntretAX' ’f fatnlTA I ra In tSv Avi*pjA'*\ d ' a rvdxnr wik h 
irv'nU nf -Tv-f «w i> » ho I-atkI tho rrA'ntv'o* f tho '^tnto ttnjnv'^ 
ttw AfTATJtara >010.1^ fiAtArtlt rrtfra) uid d<-ra 'p'wn) 

•4 indt^rrivoi *«• oJ ganof At l Mv *. n<i hn)f* f >rAnt>l tntt''* 
lov'tik'n S Ttf"» ^^^^^3rTw*. 

O' Tb»t tht t mcTo** toj-AvA** that a “ r^amlno I nkoa *“ 
h»* S-on f'cotod »n U-ThVot A ih A braivh In UrarTv'''4. ov-otii^trajs 
4 dtntrcpiw'tnvl jow frv* a ) jaWwas nnJ thf* 1. nyrtoA* drrin'A b 
I^AvT to ma'sv) t* cratlurV' A. tho tnrmW-ra t lit I onm f xr 

thotr •TTtipath »l«h fam nrv*irait« **• rrra In In itn. and ii«o 

rarorai ns^ trntnmtb- ixravtAral aat In nhah thor hart «< i lit»v> 
AA)of-« tv th ta*X 

IV R*o.>tr«sJ-T>>at iho O.ojirrt'*# m.'o Axnin trvvovlA It* 
•VI'S rato cTtlnk-m that tho A( 7 «Ararfc-« 4 Jada-i*) And Krrv'otlto 
ftttkiK-’r* l< fwvoAAArr In tV Intorrat* tf rijAtOvoa And tiS 'ton! 
Ad*>lnKTT*tA-« 4 joatv'o iho iXv^CTora b m-T«vTtn>l tn thb yank-ot 
Vt ht^ and d tJtr^ratahM aiV'tIiW lot iaat<)T f*Tantar ntih tit 
A*halAn-tratt -n f Titrhi*) jnaiw In IndrA. «xk h a* U'od H 'Wu-cjo 
Ktr IvKhard i nh. tmurn Xarkhr Mr J rara Jatvlint 
Mr Rrmvvda And •oh r* Tht I •oucrv’wt end.'T*tard» that O 
Stt^AO o tsTA onhrr tho >tn*kVTalk>n *4 tho v^Yremternl of 
Ittvha Ard h> ha: rctratd tv tho •v^mdro#* tf tho po-tK-ljvr InTrirod, 
t^ Atianlcniv f r.a>.a loatlTnrtu "(a l o •ah^ AndAK-roA^to 
i)io AOTTOTv'^a n>.un.v* of fhCaro of jwkv' to*ah nc ftvm iho 
'vTobiixati.'Ai if Jod nal and Pvocnntf ftootx'cs thb Cv-cacw** 
apyoA t ibt Itv'orrntrvnt -if Iouja t. tntrv'doco l^l maaVwoA.'d 
rff-rev AhKh h Svn tvx dvbvod fAtilr I'-n.'isth iV (vv 4 
kt« of jtoAtl^o And ih woAkontt^ f tho twattro l^v m -TAtront^ 
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but chiefly bn the score of expense, which it is believed will not 
be heavy and which in any case onarht not to be an insnrmonntable 
diflicnlty 

V Resolved — That this Congress is strongly of opinion that 
the Judicial Committee of the Piai’y Council should be strength- 
ened so far as appeals from India are concerned and this Congi’ess 
respectfully ventures to suggest that Indian lawyers of eminence 
should be appointed as Lords of the Judicial Committee to partici- 
pate in the determination of appeals from India 

South Africa 

YI Resolved — That this Congress sympathises with the 
British Indian settlers in South Africa in their struggle for exis- 
tence, and respectfully draws the attention of His Excellency the 
Viceroy to the Anti Indian legislation there, and trusts that while 
the question of the status of British Indians in the Transvaal and 
the Oi-ange River Colonies is still under the consideration of the 
Rt Hon the Secietaiy of State for the Colonies, His Excellency mil 
be graciously pleased to secmn for the settlers a just and equitable 
adjustment thereof 

Public Service 

VII Resohed — That this Congress notices mth satisfaction 
that the question of Police Reform is now under the consideration 
of the Gkn erament and that it is one of the tn oh e questions i\ Inch 
His Exellency the Viceroy pi-oposes to deal mth during the term of 
his Viceroyalty. The Congicss repeats its conviction that no 
satisfactory' refoian could be effected unless the Police nere re-organ 
ised on the follon ing lines 

(1) That the higher ranks of the Police should be recrmted 
more largely than at present from among educated Natives of India as 
by statute defined, who, being conversant v ith the language and 
habits, thoughts, and life of their subordinates, would be in a posi- 
tion to exercise a more effective control over their subordinates 
than IS exercised at present 

( 2 ) That the pay and prospects of the subordinate ranks of 
the Police should be substantially inipioied so as to render the 
Service moro attractive to the educated community' This Congress 
IS of opinion that the mdoi employment of educated Indians in the 
subordinate ranks of the Police upon higher pax and xvith bettci 
prospects can alone contiibute to the ofliciency and integritv of the 
Police 

(.3) That tlie compe(iti\e examination held in England for the 
recruitment of the pronncial branches of the Police Service, should 
be thromi open to nati\ es of India, instead of being confined to 
candidates of British birth 
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HOW UTDIA WROUGHT FOB FEHHX)!! 


TT Haaolred— That th« OonKrtM onoo ■gain records fti d«p 
regret that the Uboore of tl ® Publlo 8oiTi« CommJwlon hare not 
jToduced tha remlti which ^rore antidpatod and this Congre** 
repeat* it* canriction that do Kitirf ctorr *010110(1 of the question la 
possible nnl©** effect i* giTen tt theHoaolntlon of tho Ilonio of Ootn 
mon* of the 2nd of June 1803 tn faTour of hold! g tho fuamltmtlon* 
for tho Indian OMl Serrice simnltaneooalj in Lngland and India 

That, in thl* oonnectlon, thla Oontfro-a desiro* to expreM It* 
profonud dlaappointmont at tho Tw>l»oy of tho Oorernnient in respect 
of the wider employment of hallrea of India in the higher office* of 
th IUdot OItu Sorricoa, aoob as tho PoHco the Cnstoma, the 
Telegraph, th Foreat, the Sorroy the Ordum, aa InroW g their 
ptaotlcal exclniion froro these offlcea, and aa boing opposed to the 
terma of the Queen Proclamation and the recommendations of the 
PnbUc Seirice Commiasion j and thl* Oongress praxe that the 
Gorernment wID bo pleased to take eoriy tepa to remedy the 
injostioe done to the claim* of the people of this country 

XTV Eeaolrod — That tbla Oongroas i* of opinion that In 
the InterosU of the public th medlc^ aerrico and th profeislcin, 
a* well M In the caoae of economical admlnJitradon, it !* necesaarr 
(1) that there ahonld be only fnw Military lledkal Serrice with 
two branches — one for the ihjropean Armr and the oth for the 
Katlre Troops worked m dentil line*) and (2) that the Oirfl 
Medloal Serrice of tha eouotry boold be raocastltoted aa a distinct' 
and iodapeodent Medical Berrice whoUr detached from It* piiHttt 
mOitarr connectioo and recroited from th profeaikn f nedicino 
in Indm and eliewhere du irgard be! g had to the vtQiantion of 
indigenoo* talent. 

That thl* Congrea farther affirm that the ■tatn* and olalnii 
of Oirll Aaalctant Burgeon and Hospital hreiatanta require a 
thoren^ and open enquiry with a riew to redressing long^standi g 
■nomalle* and oonaaqnent griersnoea. 

BtUttary 

i. Resolred — That fnaamnoh aa large bodies of Brltlab troopa 
hare, with perfect aafetT nd withoat ImpertU ng tho peace of the 
conntry been withdrawn for aei'< k e ontaldo the statutoiy limit* of 
Britiih India, thU Oongreas i of opinion that the Indian tnT payer 
ahoold bo granted aotne reli f out f the Brltlab Eachequ toward 
the cost of maintaining hj Indie the present itrength of uraEoropeen 
•hmiy : — the claJ i* of dnaxHlal Jostice t India demand the tran* 
fe f the cost of s portion of British troops from the Indian t the 
British Exchequer 

H. Eesolred — That thl Congress desires to expn>ms itsajjpre 
riatiem of the action of the Qoreniment ia forming a 0 (kt Oorps 
consisting of tho represontatlTes of Indian Princo* and Noblemen 
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and regards it as the first instalment of a policj which will cnlmi- 
nate in the establishment of Military Colleges (as recommended by 
the Duke of Connaught) at which Natives of India may be educated 
and trained for a military careei, as commissioned and non-commis- 
sioned officers in the Indian Army 

mduoation 

XII Resolved — That this Congress notices with gi’eat satis- 
faction that the subject of Education m all its divisions is receiving 
the earnest and careful attention of His Excellency the Viceroy, 
and this Congress trusts that in constituting the proposed Education 
Commission, His Excellencj mil be pleased to give adequate 
repiesentation to Indian interests by appointing a sufficient number 
of Indian gentlemen to be membei-s of the Commission 

Assam liabour 

XIII Resolved — That this Congress while thanking the Govern- 
ment of India for its benevolent intentions, regrets that immediate 
effect has not been given to the proposal made by the Government it- 
self to enhance the coolies’ wages in Assam, although such a course 
was strongly insisted upon bj the Chief Commissioner, and was im- 
pemtivelv demanded by the plainest cousiderabons of justice to the 
coolies , and this Congress is farther of opinion that the time has 
come when the Govemment should redeem its pledge to do away 
v\ itli all penal legislation foi labour in Assam 

Agriculture 

XV Resolved — (a) That in view of the fact that it is agri- 
culture alone that enables the vast masses of people in the v^irious 
provinces of India to maiiitain themselves, and m new of the 
cxcessiv e cost of British rule, this Congress is of opinion that the 
Govemment should bo pleased to bestow its first and undivuded 
attention upon the department of agriculture, and adopt all those 
measures for its improvement and dev elopment w Inch have made 
America, Russii, Holland, Belgium and sov eral other countries so 
successful in that direction 

(t) Til it this Congi'ess bogs to dmw the special attention 
of the Government to the recommendations of Dr Voolskor, who 
was sent out to India in 1889 to enquire into the condition of 
Indian agiicnltiire, and pmvs that early effect may bo given to the 
same 

(c) That this Congress further jiraj s that the Gov ornment 
would bo jiloasod to establish a largo number of expenniontal 
farms all over the countrv, ns well ns scholarships to enable 
Indian students to jirocccd to foreign countries for the purpose of 
learning the methods of improvnng and developing agncultural 
resources which are in v ogue in those countries 
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and regards it as the first instalment of a policy which will culmi- 
nate in the establishment of Military Colleges (as recommended by 
the Duke of Connaught) at which I^atii es of India may be educated 
and trained for a mihtary career, as commissioned and non-commis- 
sioned ofidceis m the Indian Army 

fiduoation 

XII Eesolved — That this Congress notices with great satis- 
faction that the subject of Education in all its divisions is receiving 
the earnest and careful attention of His Excellency the Viceroj'^, 
and this Congress trusts that m constituting the proposed Education 
Commission, His Excellency will be pleased to give adeqnate 
representation to Indian interests by appointing a sufficient number 
of Indian gentlemen to be members of the Commission 

Assam Iiabour 

XIII Resolved — That this Congress u hile thanking the Go\ em- 
niont of India for its bene\ olent intentions, regrets that immediate 
effect has not been given to the proposal made by the Government it- 
self to enhance the coolies’ wages in Assam, although such a course 
was strongly insisted upon bj the Chief Commissioner, and was im- 
peiativolj demanded by the plainest considerations of justice to the 
coolies , and this Congress is further of opinion that the time has 
come when the Goveniment should ledeeni its pledge to do away 
mth all penal legislation foi labour in Assam 

Agnoulture 

XV Rcsohcd — (o) That in now of the fact that it is agri- 
culture alone that enables the mst masses of people in the larious 
pronnces of India to maintain tlieinseh es, and in non of the 
cxccssn 0 cost of British rule, this Congress is of opinion that the 
Goieniment should be pleased to beston its fiist and undinded 
attention upon the dopnrtmenc of agriculture, and adopt all those 
moasuros for its improvement and deiolopmont n Inch have made 
America, Russia, Holland, Belgium and several other countries so 
successful in that direction 

(6) That this Congress bogs to dmn the special attention 
of the Goi eiainieut to the recommendations of Di Yoelsker, who 
nas sent out to India in 18S9 to enquire into the conditiou of 
Indian agriculture, and prai s that curlj effect inav bo gn en to the 
same 

(c) ’J’hat this Congress further praj s that the Government 
nonld bo jileasod to establish a largo number of cxpcnmental 
farms all oior the countiv, as v\oll as scholarships to enable 
Indian students to jirocccd to foreipm coiintnes for the jmrpose of 
learning the methods of impronng and de\ eloping ngricultunil 
resources vliicli are in vogue in those countries 
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of the fact that the toiulcncv of recent legislation on mining, 
nnmelv Act VII of IWl, is, that all Jnclinn iniiies must bo kept 
under the «uociMsion of mining evpcrts, this Congress is of oinniou 
that a Go^ eminent College of Slining Enginoering be established 
m some suitable place in India nftoi the model of the Kojal School 
of Mines of England, and the Milling Colleges of Tapan and the 
Continent 

XIX Kesohed— (1) That this Congioss concurs with prOM- 
ons Congi esses in stronglv adiocating — 

(a) The raising of the minimnm income assessable under 
the Income Ta\ fi-oin Es 'iOO to Rs 1,000 [lOOO (a) to (d) ] 

(II) Tiiat this Congress, concurring nitli proiioiis Congiesses, 
records its protest — [1000, (a) and (h) ] 

(III) That this Congioss, concniiing i\i(h pieiioiis Congiesses 
expresses its opinion — 

(a) That the system of Technical Education non m logue 
IS inadequate and nnsatisfacton , anil jirajs, that haiing regard 
to thepoieiti of the people, the decline of indigenous industries 
and the iiccessit) ofreiiniig them, ns also of inti-oducing nen 
industries, the Govonimont mil be pleased to iiitiodncc a more 
elaborate and olhcient schenio of technical insti notion and set 
apait more funds for its snccossfiil noiking [1900, (a) and (5) ] 

(d) That the action of the Foiest Bepaitment undei the 
rules framed by the di&cront Pronncinl Gmornments prejudicially 
affects the inhabitants of the roral jiarts of the country by subject- 
ing them to the annoj nnee and oppression of Forest subordinates 
in \arious naj^s and that it is necessary that those rules should 
be amended so os to remedy the gnovnneos of the people in the 
matter 


Formal 

XX Resolved — That this Congi ess i-e appoints Mi A 0 Hume, 
C B , to be General Secretary, and Mi D E 17acha to be Joint- 
General Secietary, for the ensuing yeai 

XXI Resohed — That the Eighteenth Indian National Congress 
do assemble nftei Christmas, 1902, on such day and place m the 
Bombay Piasidency as may be later determined upon 



CHAPTFR Win 


The National Congreas meeting at Ahincdabad m 
the Bombay Presidency on December 23rd 24th and 
26th 1002, began its work on an earlier date than 
erer before m conseqnence of the Coronation Darbar 
of the Kmg Emperor Edward held on January 
let 1003 in the Iraperml Citj of Delhi For tlie 
eecond time an Indastnal Conference was held in 


connection with tlie Congress and it was opened on 
Deoembor 13tli by H H the Cmekwnr of Baroda- 
always deroted to the welfare of India There were 

471 delegates present of whom no less 

than 287 

came from the Abmednbad Circle They 
tnbated as follows 

a ere dis- 

Bombay and Smdb 

418 

iladrsfl 

12 

Berar C P and Hjderahod 

United ProTinoes of Agra and Oadh (former- 
ly N W P and^dh) 

J6 

5 

Bengal 

20 

Panjsb 

0 


471 


The Chairman of the Reception Committee Dewan 
Bahadar Amhelal Desai welcomed the Congress 
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to the cd?pital of Guzeiat, Guzerat was an industrial 
and commercial legion, and the two teirible famines 
through which it had ]ust passed had aroused 
it to seek the reason of such honors^ neaily 25 
lakhs of people had died out of a population of 
less than a crore They saw one reason in the huge 
amount of wealth diained out of the country Many 
of then people emigiated, and they found that their 
inferior political position hampered their trade^ and 
that it was therefore necessary to agitate politically 
They had many cotton mills, forced to pay the unjust 
excise duty, and* they felt that commercial pursuits 
without political action were suicidal Agricultural- 
ists suffered under inelastic revenue conditions, and 
all asked Wliy aie we so pooi ? ” Hence Guzerat 
turned to the Congress 

The Hon Mr P M Mehta pioposed, the Hon 
Ml S Nair seconded, and hh S N Pandit supported 
the election of the Hon Mi Surendianath Bannerji, 
and he took the Chair amid immense applause 

After alluding to the Congresses pieviously held in 
the Bombay Presidency, Mi Banneiji alluded to the 
Coronation Daxbar to be held at Delhi, and remaiked 
that the 1858 Darbar at Allahabad, that of 1877 at 
Delhi, that of 1887 at Calcutta, had been maiked by 
declarations of wider libeity to Indians, surely the 
Darbar of Delhi in 1893 would grant some substantial 
concession to the people 

The question, however, whicli concerned them most 
was the Bj^port of the Unneisities Commission, which 
had aroused “ alaim, deep, genuine, and all-pervading, 
28 
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DOW rKDIX WaODOUT POE PEEEI>OM 


felt by all sections of tbe odiicnted cbmmnmty 
tbroogbout India by Hindus and ifuBalmans alike " 
Tbe nobleet gift wbicK British rale hna conferred 
upon India is the boon of high education It lies at 
the root of all our ptogroea The President then 
analyp«d the Report, p<»mting out its deficiencies and 
condemned tbe new poliry towards the Universities 
he however put mneh trost in the Viceroy, who 
would he hoped remedj the points protested against 
by the Indian coramumty Ho then turned to the 
economic problem and asked whether it was true os 
Mr Digby asserted that Indui liflff undergone steady 

material retrogression under British rule * and 
declared that hehmd tlie econonuc policy luy tlie 
entire problem of Indian adiciDiftration A Com 
miBBion of Enquiry should be issued to settle the 
question la the country getting poorer dav by 
day f ' An enquiry had been held m 1880-81 under 
Lord Ripon and a second during the ViceroyuUy of 
Lord Duffenn but the reirnlta of those enquiries 
were withheld from publication 


Now these euqoinee either prove or diaproTS the 
klle^tion that the eountry is becoming poorer under 
British rule If the) disprove the allegation notbiug 
wcmld be more natural than that the mlera of India 
nbonld haaten, bv thetr pubhcation to refute a charge 
which uiTolTes so aenoaa a reflexion upon than* own 
administration. If these enqnmefl do n6t disprove the 
chaiw nothing would be more natural than that they 
shoold keep back the evidence of whioh they are m 
poaaeeaicm lo withhold from the pubhe the result# of 
ihe»Q enqumea and the evidence on which they are based 
raises a procumptiou against tbe roseate view of the 
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economic situation The presumption is stiengthenecl by 
the steady refusal to hold an open eiiquiiy, and it assumes 
moie or less the complevion of definite proof, in view of 
facts the significance of ■which cannot be ovei looked 

The President then dealt with the teriible le- 
cnrience of famines, growing woise as time went on 
If such famines happened in Europe, what would be 
said ? But India is beyond the pale of civilised 
opinion, and her calamities do not appaiently stii 
the conscience of even the great Nation mto whose 
hands hei destinies have been consigned by an all- 
wise Pi evidence ” “ Destitution is the root-cause 

of Indian famines ” The people, if they weie noi- 
mally prosperous, could buy food when ciops 
failed 

But they are absolutely resourceless, sunk in the 
deepest depths of poverty, Imng from hand to mouth, 
often starving upon one meal a day, and they die in their 
thousands and hundreds of thousands upon tlie first stress 
of scarcity, and as the situation deepens they die in their 
millions and tens of millions, despite the efforts of a 
benevolent Government to save them 

The President urged that the Government should 
seek to check the growing destitution by 

(1) The revival of oui old industiies and the creation 
of new ones , (2) the moderate assessment of the land- 
tax , (3) the remission of taxes which press heavily upon 
the poor , (4) the stoppage of the dram, and the adoption 
of the necessary adminis'fcrative measures in that behalf 

The President then consideied Industries, Land- 
Revenue ^.Assessment, Remission of Taxation, the 
Dram, and other subjects, and urged that if the 
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HOW nroiA wBouonT tob rREEHcm 


people had a voice in the expenditure economy would 
result He eaid m conclnaion 

The tnmnph* of liberty arc not won in a day 
Liberty i* a jeftlmu Goddess, oiacting ju Ltr woTBlnp and 
claiming from her votanes prolonged and awndnona d©- 
vohon Hoad history Leara from it the inestimable 
lesaon of patienro and fortitado and the self sacnflcing 
devotion which a cf nstitnlional straggle for conrtitntional 
liberty in\olTee Need 1 impress these lessons upon a 
ppcplo who Imre presented to the world the nohlest of 
these virtne* )! Every page of Indian history is resplen 
dent with the touch of eelf obnegation The re- 

sponsibilitios of the ftfesent the hopes of the fatnre, the 
glones of the past ought all to inspire ns with the noblest 
entbnsiism to serve our countrv Is there a land more 
worthy of semce and snenflee f TVhere is a land tnor© 
mterastmg more renerated ui antignity more rich m 
historic traditionfl in the wealth of rebgiona, ethical and 
•pirvtusl ccnoeptioos, which hare left an endoring nnpreaa 
on the cir^aation of mankind P India is the craale of two 
religions. It ii the Holy Land of the East Here know 
led^ first lit her torch Here in the morning of the 
world the Vsidic Rishis sang those hymns which re- 
present the first yearnings of infant humanity towards 
tbs divme ideal Here was developed a literature and 
language whi h still excite the adimrotion of mankind 
— a phuosophy which pondered deep over the problems 
of 111© and evolved solations which satisfied the highest 
yearnings of the loftiest minds. Here, m»n first essayed 
to solve the mystery of life and the solution wrapped in 
the noh colcrors of the poetic imagination and clothed 
with the deeper signifacance of a higher spmtual idea, 
bids fair thanks to the gemns of the greatest Hindu 
scientist of the age, to he accepted by the world of 
science Prom our shores went fca*th those missionane# 
who, fired with apostolio ferrour traversed the wflds of 
Asia and established the ascendency of that faith which 
IS the law and the religion of the Nations of the far East 
Japan IB our spintuaJ pupiL China and Ribena end the 
islands of the Eastern Archipelago turn with roverand 
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6} 68 to tLe land wheie was born the Piophet of their 
faith Onr pupils have out-distanccd us , and here 
are we, hesitating, doubting, calculating, casting 
up moral results to satisf}’' ourselves that our gams 
have been commensuiate to our saciifices Such 
indeed has not been the royal road to political en- 
franchisement The tiiumphs of liberty have not thus 
been won Japan is an object-lesson which thiusts itself 
upon the new' Read hei history , note her wonderful self- 
sacrifice, her marvellous jiow ei of adaptation, her patience, 
her fortitude, her indomitable eneigy and persistency, 
and let the most ancient of Eastern nations derive inspira- 
tion and guidance from the youngest, which has solved 
the riddle of Asiatic life and has harmonised the 
conservatism of the East with the piogiessive foices of 
the West Despotic rule lepresents a stage of 

transition, the period of wdiich should not be unneces- 
sarily prolonged But transition must give place to 
permanence All signs point to the conclusion that the 
period of reconstruction has now ai rived The forces are 
there, the materials are theie, they lie in shapeless 
masses Where is the man of genius who wnll com- 
municate to them the vital spark and transfoim them 
mto a new and a higher and a grander organisation, 
suited to our present requirements and fraught wuth the 
hopes of a higher life for us and a nobler era for British 
rule in India ? The statesmanship of !Mr Chamberlain, 
bent upon the work of reconstruction and consolidation in 
South Africa, will pale before the splendour of this 
crowning achievement We plead for the permanence 
of British rule in India We plead foi the gradual 
reconstruction of that ancient and venerated system 
which has given to India law and order and the 
elements of stable peace We plead for justice and liberty, 
for equal rights and enlarged piivileges, for our 
participation in the citizenship of the Empire , and I am 
sure we do not plead in vain , for the Empire, thus 
reconstituted and reorganised, wnll be stronger, nobler, 
richer far in the love, the gratitude, the enthusiastic 
devotion of a happy and contented people, rejoicing in 
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Hovr INDIA wwmflirr fob pbubdom 


thoir mdisHoloble union wiib Englftnd QT>d glorymp m tbe 
ncli promises of ateadt end nnmtormptoti progress 
toTTarda thmr high under the protection and 

guidance of that greet people to whom in tho counsels of 
ProTidence hna hoon assigned tho high tDission and the 
consecrated tosh of disseminating among tho nations of 
the earth, the great thepnceless the inestimable bluasmg 
of ooustitutioiuil bberty 

tVlien the oheera evoked by the eloquent speaker 
had snbaided the SubjecU Committee was approved 
and the Congress adjourned 

On the eecond day Reeolntion I offering homage 
to the new King Emperor and Resolution H ex 
pressing sorrow for the passing awav of hlr R M 
Sayani and kir Ranga Naidu were put from the 
Chair and camed 

k[r G Subramanm Iyer moved Resolution IH 
drawing attention to the poverty of the people and 
suggesting remediea He pointed out that there had 
been a time when the population of India was so 
flourishing that foreign visitorB envied it and when 
arts and industriea fioonsbed The East India Com 
p»ny had deliberately eaenfleed India twthe com 
mercial advantage of England had discouraged in 
dustnes and encouraged sgncnlture, so that India 
might produce raw materials for the manufacturing 
industries of England that policy had destroyed 
Indian, indnstnea and Government which had in 
hented it aboold reverse it "What is being done T 
The gold mines of Eolar are worked by European 
capital They yield 20 orores of mpeea worth of gold 
annually, which is taken to another country When 
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m niiotlioi 20 or 30 \oais all llio <^ol(l i<> diig- tip juul 
cm nod in\a}.\\hat \\illr<Mnani people of sni o 

but ''tfUH*'^ ' fbi\eininen( oiiold I'* prr>(e(l Indian 
\\ cult li, not nlIo'\ it to Ikm arned n\\n\ 'I'lie splendid 
gift of Ml 'J'ata for stnnlific research and liaining 
had not been ntibs(‘d Furthei, I lu‘ tajntal existing 
in the country in suinll ainnnnls sjjojjld In* gatliered 
into bulks and used for indnslmil and .igiunltnial 
purposes 

n’lie ITon Mi Ihnrajn seconded, and dealt i\it,h 
ie\emie nsses'-inent, the e\er fiuitful souice of 
poicrti ]\fr ]\r K I’.ilid laid shessontlie inonci- 
fainine in Indii, and contiastod the boginning of t,he 
18tli cunt nr\ , i\ hen ]ndia expoi ted to lOnglnnd inoie 
tlmn .1 inillion and a lialf stoiling worth of jin^ce 
goodsj and tlie end of the ninelconl li, when slie 
imported 28 niilbons wortli of mannfaetnied cotton. 
It. IS this destruction of liei niannfactni c's wlncli has 
irapoi ensiled India “The rndiiin Ibuhvays and 
Fiee Trade have betw'een them mined oui aitisan 
classes” The Hon Mr Goculdas K Paiekli also 
suppoited, showing liow' the heavy assessments threw 
land out of cultivation The Pesolntion w'as cained 
The fourth Resolution thanked tlie Famine Union 
in England for its eifoit to secure an enquii}’- into 
the economic condition of typical villages, and en- 
•doised its request It wasmoAmd by Mi G Ragliava 
Iyer, and he showed the need for enquir^q in ordei 
that an accuiate judgment might be foimed on leliable 
facts and figures He also suppoited the publication 
of previous enquii les Mi Peter Paul Pillai seconded. 
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now nroix wsouout foe pbbemu 


pomtvng to the frequencv of famines in India- 
Mr Y R Natn and Mt Bhaiahanlcar Yntiabbni 
unpported and tLe Resolation was earned 

Reaolation Y appealed to Governmont to secure 
better treatment for the Indian settler* in South 
Africa and Mr D P Tliatoro gave a graphic picture 
from hia own experience of the couBtant and intoler 
able 111*10115 to which all Indians were subjected 
the Indian is bated and inanlted both in public and 
private life* Mr Krishna Iyer seconded and 
three Muhammadan residents in South Africa 
Measrs Ghulara Ha<<in Mnakhan Haji Snleimau and 
Bap Sumar hanng supported the Resolution was 
earned 

The sixth Resolution protested against the Cnrrenoy 
Legislation of Id08 and wns moved by Mr Vithaldoa 
Bamodardas fhakarsoy seconded by Mr G Snbra 
mania Iyer and supported by Mr Sornbp Karaka 
who said It had Uterally killed the mill mdnstrv it 
earned 

Mr N M Saniarth moved Resolution YI con 
demning the new burden imposed on India by 
increasing the pay of the Bntish soldier and the 
suggestion of an increase in the British troops 
quartered in India the Resolution was second 
ed by the Hoa. Mr Srinivasa Rao supported by 
Mr Piukauthauath Sen and earned Whereon the 
Congress adjourned 

On meeting for the tlurd day the Congress found 
itself face to face with sixteen Resolutions and the 
onanal race began- Mr J Chondbun ihoved 
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In Besolntion X tho inadeqoacy of the representa 
tion of experienced Indiana on the Police Ooramission 
TTas regretted Mr S Smha pointing out that there 
were only two Indians outside officials and of these 
one was a C I E always seeking to please English 
men and the other a Maharaja as yet untried 
Unless the gnavauces of the people touching the 
Police were placed before the Commission there 
would be no reforms Mr Krishnamachan seconded 
Messrs N N Mitra M K Padhyn S B Bhagrat 
supported and the Resolution was earned 

Resolution XI was on the separation of the 
Judicial and Eiecutire Functions patiently mored 
by Dewan Bahadur Ambalal Sekerlal seconded by 
Mr Ambikacharan Morumdar — who said they could 
not afford to be tired of discussing it as long as the 
administration tired them by practising it — supported 
by Mr Rustam KL R Cama and Pandit K P 
Kavyabisbarad and earned 

Resolution XII passed a well mented condemns 
tion on the ayetem of appointing to Distnct Judge- 
ships Ooyenanted CmLans with little knowledge of 
law ilr Jogendranath Mukerji moTed it giving 
instances of judicial ignorance Air A. M Advani 
in seconding added to these and Mr Hardeoram 
Nanabhai Haridas complained that lope and facts 
were nselesa before the Aesustunt OivrliBn Judge they 
had to rely on adjectives The Resolution was passed. 
Once more the reduction of the Salt Tax that most 
iniquitous burden on the poor came up as Resolution 
Xm and was moved by Mr 0 T O^ntamani m a 
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terse and forcible speech, and seconded by Mr J V 
Desai, Tvho lemarked that, in Guzerat, salt cost 
Re 0-1-3 per maund, and the duty on that quantity 
was Rs 2-8-0 The Resolution was earned It is 
astounding that these things should be pointed out 
so constantly, and no lediess should be gamed In a 
Self-Goveined countiy such giievances would be 
removed 

Once moie the Congiess, in Resolution XIV, 
voiced the grievances of Indians in the Public 
Seivices Mr G K Setna moved, Mr Abdul Kasim 
seconded, and it was earned 

Railways weie the next example of the exclusion 
of Indians in the highei branches of the Service, and 
Ml Govindrao Apaji Pa til moved Resolution XV, 
remaiking that theie would be less loss on the 
raihvays weie it not for the high cost of Euiopeans, 
and caustically leinaiking that Indians might become 
Assistant Collectois and Collectors, but not Tiaffic 
Inspectors Mi S M Patel seconded, and Mi M K 
Patel having suppoited it, the Resolution jiassed 

Mr D E Wacha brought uji the standing giievance 
of the Excise Duty on Indian-pioduced cloth in 
Pesolution XVI, saying that he voiild lefei the 
Congiess to his previous ‘speeches on the ‘'ubject 
Seth Mangaldas Cirdhardas seconded, and the 
Resolution vas carried 

Resolution XVII, on the l^Iedical SerMces, asking 
foi theiefoims previoush demanded, v as moved b\ 
Di A Erulkor Salomon Dr Joseph Benjamin 
seconded, and it vas carried 



304 


HOW iHDii wBouanr fob nnnrooM 


ilr N C Kelk*r moved tlio eighteenth Resolubon, 
urging Government to throw open the higher grade* 
of the Army to Indians and to ettabliah ililitar} 
College? These request* hod long been Inrlcing m 
the teclusion of tlie Ommbus but nowcarao out once 
more on their own feet were seconded by Br Joseph 
Benjamin and carried 

J be President then drove in the Omnibus (Iso XIX) 
and ReRolution XX on the British Committee and 
India and both ware earned Thanlca were offered to 
Bit IViUtam M edderbum and the British Committee 
in Resolution XXI and the reappointment of Messrs 
A 0 Hume and D B Wacha as Secretaries was pnfc 
from the Chair as Resolntion XXM He also put 
ReitoluUou XXIU fixing the Nineteenth Congress at 
Madras 

A vote of thaukfl was moved to the President who 
acknowledged it in a felicitone and eloqnent speech 
specially appealing to the younger generation to take 
np the work of the Cougroas and bo bring about tbe 
reahaation of tbe Isation a hope* 

With hzs inspiring words ringing m their hearts 
the Eighteenth National Congress dissolved 

BHSOLXmOHB 

to th» Ortmn 

I He*olT®«l — Thut thfl OoDfUMM lK>gt to tfluder lt« rMpsctfol 
hoTMtro to HiJ JIa*t Q«o1cjb» llsjestj Stag Emperor Edwmrd Til 
oe tie occeikm of the approechinp Coromitkm. DerW to be held 
at Delhi on I t JaDaai 7 1003 and hnmMj tnuita that in« Hajeat^ • 
re gn vUI be an era of poaro pnwperitj and contentment tbronffh 
ont the Erapha and 'irlU bo marked by tbe gradual bat coiupiete 
rrfdemptfcm f the plodffea eontalood hi Her late Hajealy Proda 
matfon and re-afBrtned in Hia Uajaatya jiactona to the 

Indian people 



THE EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 


365 


Regret of the CongresB 

II Ilosoh ed — Thnt this Congress wishes to plncc on record 
its gront regret at the di'nth of Mr R M Sudani, one of its past 
Presidents, and of Mr P Rangm Niudu, who did \ ahiahle sen ites 
111 \aiioii8 cap icities to tlio interests of this eoiintrj 

Poverty and Remedies 

JIT Rcsohod — TJiat tlie Congress eaincsth desires to draw 
the attention of tlio Goiomnient of India to the great jioi ert} of 
the Indi in peojilo, which, in the opinion of tlic Congress, is inaiiih 
due to llie decline of indigcnons arts and nnniifacliircs, to the drain 
of the wealtli of the oouiitn w Inch has gone on for } cars, and to 
o\c(*Rsiio taxation and oi or asscssinonl of 1 ind w Iiicli ha\ c so far 
iinpoverished tlio people that at the first touch of scarcit 3 largo 
nnmhers are foi'ccd to tlirow theinsohes on Stnite help And tho 
Congress recoinnn nils tho following amongst otlior remedial 
measures 

( 1 ) That jinictical stops in the sliaiio of Slate cm ounigement 
ho t ikon for the dexelopnient and roinal of indigenous arts and 
inanufncturos and for the introduction of now industnes 

(2) T h it GoveiTiuicnt he pleased to establish technnal 
schools and colleges at import int ceiili-cs throughout tin' country 

(d) That (he Peinianciit Scltlenieiit hf> extended to sin h 
piria of the (oiintri as aie now ripe for it, in aiioidaiici* with tin 
conditions laid dow n in the Set ix'tari tif St iti for Imha s I)( sj' it< in s 
of 1SG2 iiid lsG7 on tin snhjut, and that rt dm tion of, ami juda id 
restriction on, o\> r assi ssnients he iniiH)':i d in Ihosi' jiirts of India 
when' (toceinimnt mn still «k< m it iinnh isalile to exti ml tht' 
Perm meat Si tlii nn nt 

(1) That tin tlmin of tin wealth of tin loiintrji he slojipi il, 
at h act in part, h\ a inm h w nh i « mplox nn nt of t In i liihln ii of I*n 
Kill Ml tin lii^'hoi hr'im 'll h of the Piilda ’^(•riHi 

("i) '1 h'lt Neinnhiti'd 11 ml •- he I'-tahh-lnd for tin hitiii 
oi'g'iiitv (ijoii of riii-st I n dit and foi c nahlnm i-nh I nt itrn tihaml'’ 
to t<h; on I'l MI'' on 1 oiojtiruu I lx i a-x t< rm-- 
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fubjoct and whi h Intcrforo wUb tbo adoption o{ tb* right wratfdUl 
tn«»nre*. That tho I of oninfon that toch an enqoiiT- 

fcdlowing the BQTcro tamlnn b* hlgalj ctjxHJioni^lnairancii ai It 
ttIH enable the Gorrrnrnent to bo plncej In po«>o*aioa of economic 
data nf gn»t ntility f r pntpoaca of conporiac^ And the Oonffre^ 
hope* that tl o Somtary of fltnlo for India rrill be plcnaod to 
rwroo*4<le bl^ dfcUkm In tho moUcr 

In thii 'onnectKjn ll e CongioM rroald roapoctfnily orgo that 
tho Gorernment f India abonld be pleaaed to pabllth the roanlta ol 
t)*e olBcjal caqaincm which haro be^ft held fn tho pa*t on thU 
anb^ect, notably tho eoq Iry loRiltntod Unring tb« tlmo of I^nl 
Bofforin, oitreeU fron which alone Wtc bopoa pobllalustl, 

BoqUi Afrlo* 

1 Ecaolred — That tUla Congtea once moro iirjro* npoo the 

att ntkin erf the ChTrrmm nt of lolla tho aori nt griomocca of 
Indian Bottler* In tionih Africa, and reKTola to obaarre that tho 
imperi li«ric Irit of the Britlab Colonlaa, inatead of sIHiqaHng th 
anri Indian le^ilanon, threat na to tmpoao further dUablllHo* ai>d 
har^hlpa on Hii Uajeitr * ki^ Indian nbjecU thoro. In riew f 
tho admitted loyalty o! these Indian aottler* sod the help modeitd 
hr them dnriog th late wa as well aa the inraJoahle help roetVrcd 
by India to the British Empire at a moat rritka) t me, th Coogren 
f rrently praw that the G<*reTaQkent of India wfll be plcaw to 
take th accoaeury preettoal atepa t aecnre a jnat, ogutablo &nd 
Bbeml troatmeot at tiie Indian to tier* In Scnih Atriccu 

In this connerrinti the OonjiTeM note* with eatlafncticm the 
aa*Qrai>ce fecenUy (dmn br the Beoretary of State to India, to a 
iepntadon that interviewed blm on tho anbiect, that earty atop* 
aco eonteroplated to ralax th alrioftenor ot Ih* restriationa at 
preaent anfoioed agahiat tho Indian aettl ra In the territories lately 
conqnerod from the Boer OoTemmoot. 

K<m«tat7 

TT- Beaolred That thi* Oongrets bongiy roitemte* Its pro- 
Wt against tho nircnor lejpslat on of IflQS whl h haa artifld Hr 
enhanced tho rain of the rnpoe by metre than thtrtr per eout, 
whloh. l directly enhanewa ell Uxattcb to th t extent, nd which 
wt Ut g(ri gth QoTcmment lartW snrplnaoe Ittiin yeactoyear 
affccta moat fnjtmnosly the IntoreaU of the a^rfcnJhirist* and otb« 
ITTTxioccrr* ctf thli conntrr 

KUltary 

VTL Bcaolred — That this Oonwroaa entera Itt moot emphatic 
proteat galftst tho frrah ponnaiient binden of £780 OOOperraiuiam 
which the {ncrenae made daring th* ootiree of the year In the jmy 
of th British eoldlor wcmld Impose on the rOTonoo* of Indln, and 
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^JC^\s iMtIi nlnrm flic recent nnnomiccineiit of tlic Secretin \ of 
State for India, liintni" at a jio'iSiljle increase in tlie nc ir future of 
tlie Rtrengt}i of tlie British tieops ni tlic conntr\ In iicm of the 
fact tlint during the last tliicc cciirs laige bodies of British tniojis 
ha\e -witli perfect safet} been '\\illidmi\n foi serene in Soiilli Africa 
and China, the projtosnl to increase tlie strcngtli of the e\istiiig 
British piin'-on manifosth iinohcs a grunoiis injiistito to the 
Indian tax-jia}©!, and tlie Congress earnest h liiists that tlic jue 
posal Mill either be abindoned, oi else be cairied out at the cost of 
the British Evchciiucr, lehicli, in fainiecs should bcai, not onh the 
cost of ain additional Bnlish ii-onjis that nine b< eiuploe ed, but 
also a leasoiiable jirojKii tion of the cost of the OMSting g-irrison 

XYllI Besohed — That i\hile Ihaiikiiig the Go\ cninieiit of 
Lord Cur 7 on foi ojicning a inihtarc c.m tr ton feu stioiisfif noble 
faniilics b\ the cieition of the Cadet Ci i ps, this Coiigrt ss urges 
tliat 111 MCM of the lo\aIl\ and splendid m i \ ices re iiderei] b\ the 
Iiidiin tioops to the BritHh Kni|ui( in the late Chinese m n iiid 
in other \\ar«, (io\ ei niiicnt a\i 11 be pleased to throM ojien tei tin 
Natnes of Indii liiglnr |visfh in tlic Hilitiri ^(nnes and to 
t si iblish Jlilitir\ Colleges at mIiuIi Jndiiins ni i\ bi tnniirdfoi a 
iiiilitarx caret 1 ns < oiiiiiiicsioncd ant! non eoiniiiissniiiLtl ofliccp' 
III tin Indi 111 Ai iiie 
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(c) The Jtitrodmtion of * rigfdl/ onHom cottrw of Btndlwi 
throuBhoot fho cooDhT- iireepocnn* of the Uneeon wbk-h the 
different Uni oriJtloi hart eo far progroeMd. 

(d) Tbo a3oj>ono)7 of Jojlractlon b/ l^tral Law 

CWlege*, one for each Prorlnce or ProrhloBcj’ 

(*) The Tlrtaal llccnring of all aecondary edocatton bj 
making the exlatcnco of all prirato echooU d pendent opon their 
leeognttioa by the Director of PnbJio JnairDcth^ 

(/) Aod the fficlaJifetJfta of the Senate and the Byndkato 
and th prertreal conmelon of the TJnlrenlty nto a Dopenment of 
OoToramont. 


IX Roeol red— That thia Congreae wjneidora that the Inatltoto 
of Reaeareh irhich the print boooflceoce f Ur T tn propoaea to 
eatal Uah, ►honld recoiro detjnate aii| poK from OtmTUi ewt and 
th Cunoreaa la atrrmgiy of opiiilun tb talmrtar hxatltntioBa aWoold 
be fewDoed in dlfferout i»rfa of tl cottntry 


PoUoa 

X Eeaolrtd — That thi Coegreaa recorda lt» aenae of lefTot 
at Ui« Inadeqoa j of th re( moniatioo on th Pnlico Comrntaakm 
of Indian fentleawn of erponcnoeofli the object, and t the Uinltod 
■cope of roferooce aa indl-atod lo th Beeointioo nf the GorenaiDtot 
of India, and in the poolnj spowih of the Praaideiib 

Thla OoDgreea further reoorda lu deUborate ciJnTfctioti that th 
PoKce will not bo rendered etBcIent onJeea the f IlowinB among 
the refotmi arc carried oot 

(I) That men of adequate qoaUtioatioQ are aecured for 
anporior olDcea tn th Police Sonice. 

(4) That edneatod Indiana are lergel/ omplojod In the 
anporior ofllcoa in the P lice BorHce. 


(8) Tb t the pcaitlon and |ireapecU of inrcatigating and 
iw>ecting olKceta ai* topm ed, K> aa to attm t eilncated men to 
the Serritae, 


(4) That the District officer who ia Diatri t Itagfatret 
and head f th Police f relier'd fhl judicial poroa and of oH 
control or the Jlagiattncy 


I^gal 

II Keaol ed— That thia Oangreaa, ccmcnrrhig with prerioua 
Congreaaea, appoala to th Gorenjniant of I dia and the fiacretaiT- of 
State, to take early prectlaal atapa for th pnrpoee of carrying at 
th* ecjmfatha of Jodtcdal and Execotire fnactiona in th adminUtra 
tion of criminal juftio*, the dadrabni^ of whloh haa bean fraqnentJy 
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a<1tni’tto(l oil pnit of Go\erniiicMt In this connocfioii, tlit Conpross 
ic^TCtH to nolito fhut tlio iiend of recent legiKlntion if not onl\ to 
(loprne the Jndn lur^ of its «ialnfjin and wlioloPoino ]KH\ei of 
(hock and reHtminl o\ ( r thf Evocntiio, hut to iniest tho Executive 
vvitli gi eater and uncontiollnd powcis 

Civilian Judges 

XII ItoFolvcd — Tliat this CongrcFs is of opinion tlmt tlic 
pn'sent F^«t(in, iiiidei vvlinli n vtiv largo pnijKulion of tiu 
Distiitt IndgcFliijiP, Joint Judge shijis and AFFistiint ludgi'sliip*-, 
are filled hv Covenanted Civilians vvillioul anv sjiciial h'gal 
tniining and without adt((uate giiainntee of the know ledge of lavv 
nectSFaiv for the Fatisfactorv diK harge of the v erj important and 
n sponsihle judicial duties oiitiiistid to thoni, if injurious to the 
lieFi iiitirfsic of (nitK'iit judn nil adininistratioii in the Miiffaeal, 
and that it is iirgcntl} nt'icFsarv todivipr inoaiiF In eiiFUn* i higlu r 
stnndaid of < fin n lu v in the ndniinistniiion of law , hv seiuringthe 
SOI V n ( s of tr'iined law v el s for ihc ^md jHiits 

Salt Tax 

Xllf Itt“=olv<'d — That the ( ongrt'SF stronglv jirolt sfs ag-iiiiFt 
till jin FI III high diitv on salt, and in vnw of the fart that the 
pn valence ind spread of iiiaiiv diseasi r an* now tnetd to the 
insuflKieniv of s ilt loti'-umed hv the Indian nni'-'-cv, and that tin* 
aitoiiniR of till (lov I miiK lit of India have now lain showing 
lar„i Fiirpliisev m ir if ter v i ar. tin CongnsR iirgi s that ttuvim 
nil lit should hi i-hased to rrdme tin ‘'iilt '1 ix hv at hast the 
anioiint of its i nh iim nn nt in IPiSv 
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High Court, aixl in with th® aid nf bw^Mon, thit Pot laM 

tk*D b»lf th unmtwr of jtrroni, nr of tli« ibaU be \nUrM 

of Indln. 

(j) Tbnt thfl riinioff fmowd by thr Hltfownt T»totI 
tel OoWmmont* In tho maUor of lb® Forert Dapnritti ut lu^ op 5 >f» 
ed t the Bf*ohitlon of th® UoTrnitt»eiit of Indfa ma le In IROI w tl 
the object of ontmdallng iho objvctn of fore*t coii»cmiTx 7 fiiwl that 
D amontlm nt of tho aIm, In ooofortntty with the abcur ronofntkm, 
ft urgoDtlr cabeil for in tho Interact of th« InhabiU t» of rani 
India 


Oon^rteM Work 

Eoaolyed — Tha* tho Oonjrroas {■ of opinion that it U 
emutlaJ for tho attccev* of ita work that thorn abould be a Oooimit 
tee Q laMidon eotiaff (a concort with it end a weeklr Joiirnal 
TmUUhed In London propagntlDff It* Ttrw*, agd thii 
reaolvei that ita Britiah Oomaiittee, na at im*»ut coniiifiUed and 
the Jcmnutl India «s pahUahed by ft, be isjtiDUinrd and continord, 
jtd the eoct be raJaed la aocordaoce wdth the foUiyrrin^g tch ran 


Th*t aelmnUtloo f 4 OfC eoplee of / dta bo eccojcd by ftlloL 
ting 1 6(XI oopi«« to Denial, ICO ooidct to Uadna, fOO copies to the 
K W f r ir ri n cea, SO ooipiea to Oodh, iOO eopfes to th Phiiftb,4S<» 
eopias to Berar and the Oeotral Prarineea aJid 1,000 oopfee to 
Bombny i the nte of yeariy asbsrHptkte beJs^f Ba. 6. 

That the foUowing genUameo be appointed Secniariea f the 
ofraln n^fnhitt which their btmea appw aed to be hold ratpootf 
U for the euma doe for the coplea cd Ja/La MMnlffnad U> their 
reapectiro ojrelea, and the be paid In adrince in two halt 

faoj-ly Inataltuenta 


Biaoai, 

Mr Sarendrsnath Bannerft. 
Ur Bhnpendra&atfa ite □. 
Ur BalVonthaBath Beo 

‘Bohut 

Hon. U P N Uehta 
U D B, Wa ha 
Hon U G K. Ookhala. 


BemjmA rse Oairrzaz. P*or 2 '»cia 
M-T B. N Undh Ibar 
h W Paorraoia 4 Otnm 

Pandit U U. Unlariya. 

Mr Gase;a Praaad Yartna, 

Ur B. 0 nha. 

Ur d. Jfumlj 


Uaz>ua 

Hon Ur Srininaa Ba 
Ur YJjtaragbaracJiari 
U V Ryra Ifnabfar 
U O Bohmnanla Iyer 


Oawwrcaa 

Ur Prfthwfnath Pandit 
PajijaB 
Lala l£a 



THE EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 


373 


That with a view to meet the balance required to defray the 
expenses of India and the British Committee, a special delegation 
foe of Bs 10 be paid by each delegate, in addition to the usual fee 
noil paid by him, mth effect from 1902 

Thanks of Congress 

XXI Resolved — That this Congress tenders its most grateful 
thanks to Sir TV Wedderburn, and the other members of the British 
Congress Committee, for the sei vices rendered bj' them to India 
during the present 3 ear [And see TV, VIII, and XVIII ] 

Formal 

XXIT Resell od — That this Congress re-appomts Mr A 0 
Hume, C B , to be G-eneral Secretar3% and Mr D E Wacha, to bo 
Joint-General Secretary, for the ensuing 3 ear 

XXIII Resell od — That the Nmetoouth Indian National Con- 
gress do assemble after Christmas, 1903, at Madras 
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Ohce more tbu Isationnl Con^esfl met at "Madnifl in 
a large pandal holding nearly 0 000 perwins erected 
in Spring Gurdenf* Teynnnipet Tlie [Nineteenth 
CongreaH held ita aittinga on December 28th 2i)tb 
and 30th 1903 and the third Indngtnnl Exhibition 
wail held with it and was opened on December 20th 
by the young Mahamja of Mysore The delegates 
numbered 638 distributed as follows 


ifadras 3S3 

C P Barer SecDDdambad iind Hyderabad 18 
Bengal and Assam 47 

Bombay 76 

UP 8 

Panjab S 

Burma 1 


638 

AVe see Borroa represented for the first time but 
Sindh sent no one this T®ar 

The President of the Reception Committee Nawab 
Syed Muhammad Sahab Bahadur welcomed the 
delegates and after announcing the loss the 
Congress had snstained m the passing away of 
Lord Stanley of Alderley and the Baja of Eamnad, 



THE HTHETEENTH CONGRESS 


375 


he uiged that Muhammadans and Hindus had 
common political inteiest';, and must coidially unite 
foi the good of then common countiv Some de- 
piecated political agitation, but “politics is the 
science of social happiness,” and in conceining them- 
selves with political Avoik, they weie folloA\ing the 
example shown them by the British Nation Im- 
patience of criticism was a common official fault, 
none the less was it then duty to point out what was 
needed, and the people must be emancijiated fiom 
their intellectual and political thialdom He recalled 
Lord Eipon’s woik in laying the foundations of 
Self-Government, and suggested that a statue 
should be elected to him 

The Hon Mr P M Pherozeshah Mehta pioposed 
Mr Lai Mohan Ghose foi foimal election as Piesident, 
paying tiibute to his gieat gifts, Mr Eaidley 
Noiton seconded, the Hon Pandit M M Mcalaviya 
supported, and the election was confiimed with 
deafening cheeis 

The President said that though for some years 
he had not taken an active part in politics, he had 
been thinking over political pioblems and had 
followed ivith unabated inteiest the course of events, 
and perhaps the views thus slowly matured might be 
more valuable than if he had been speaking all 
the time Lord Ouizoii saw the hand of Providence 
in the extension ot Biitish rule, and said everyone 
Avould admit it was for his good But Providence 
was too often appealed to both by the governing 
classes and by the leaders of the masses 
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Coming to the cflKe of our own countr/ oUhcmgh thoro 
m not a Ttmn amongit na who I5 not ainccrel^ loyal to 
the British Governruent jet, clftitning the nndcrobted 
right of Brituh sobjectfi to criticise tbo nets of the 
Government, niajy tre not r^apoctfaUj nub our rulers — and 
in this connection I mnlce tio distinction betercon the 
different English political parties — ^muj we not ask 
whether we ore to beliere that the policj which mnnj' 
jefirs ago killed our indigonooa indostnwi, which even 
only the other dsj and under iv Liberal administration 
nnblushmgly imposed ereiso dotien on our cotton inann 
facVnrss, which steadily drams onr National resources to 
the extant of something like 20 toillions sterling per 
anoum, and which by imposing heavy huTdena on our 
agncnUnral population increases the frequency and 
intensity of onr famines to an extent unknown m former 
tunes — ore we to behove that the nurioui admmiftretiro 
acts which hare led to those resolta irore drroctly insp rod 
by a beneBoent Prondoncet 

The speaker then tnniedtothe very sore eubjoct 
of Lord Cation s Delhi Darbar w ith its oxtmvngance 
the treatment accorded to the Indian Princes — snl>- 
]eoted to a humiliation they bud never before Lnown 
nnder the British Government’ — and the Indian 
visitors wlio retnmed with bitter memonea of 
the different treatnieot reoeirtd bv Indians and 
Europeans Ihe Rowing feeling of dislike to Jjord 
Onrxon was mtensihed by the anger aronsed by that 
unfortunato pageant The President said 

IV^e are not n Self Govoming Nntiom 'VV’e are not 
able like the English people to change one administra 
tiou for another by our votes in the polling booths. Wr 
have to depend entirely upon the gnirtice of the British 
Parliament for uiifortunately it is onl% too true that 
ai time advances, oor Indian bnroancTHCv instead of com 
log into line with popular ideas, seems to grow more and 
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more nnsjmpatlietic Do jon think that any administra- 
tion in England, or France, oi the United States, "viould 
have A’enluied to vaste vast sums of money on an empty 
pageant, vhen Famine and Pestilence vere stalking over 
the land, and the Angel of Death vas flapping his -wings 
almost within heaiing of the light-heaited revelleis ^ 
Gentlemen a yeai has now rolled by since the gieat 
political pageant was held at Delhi against the almost 
nnanimous piotests of all oui public and repi esentative 
men both in the piess and on the platform On what 
giound did they protest^ They piotested, not because 
they vere -wanting in loyalty to the Soveieign, vhose 
coionation it was intended to celebrate, but because they 
felt that if His j\Ia]esty’s Ministers had done their duty, 
and had laid before him an unvarnished story of his 
famine-stiicken subjects in India, His Majesty, with his 
chaiacteristic sympathy for suffering humanity, would 
himself ha^ e been the fii st to forbid his representatives 
in this country to offei a pompous pageant to a starving 
population However, our piotests were disiegarded, 
and the great tamasha -was celebrated, with that utter 
recklessness of expense whicli you may always expect 
when men, no matter how highly placed, were dealing 
with othei people’s money, and were piactically accoun- 
table to no one for their acts 

We are all familiar with the financial juggleiy which, 
by distributing the expenses under various and sometimes 
under the most unexpected headings, makes it so dif- 
ficult for ordinary men to find out the total cost of such 
a pageant Still, whether you estimate that cost by a 
few lakhs more or less, it cannot be denied that if even 
half of the vast sum spent in connection with the Delhi 
Darbar had been made over for the purposes of famine 
relief, it might have been the means of sa-ving millions 
of men, women and children fiom death by staivation 

The President then discussed the questions of Fiee 
Trade and Fair Trade as affecting India, dealing 
caustically with Mi Chamberlain’s piogramnie, and 
proceeded to analyse the causes of the increasing 
30 
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poverty oi Indja Anarchy had been pnfc an end 
to but ‘ after all it mates bat little difference 
whether miUiona of Uvea are loaf, ou acconnt of war and 
anarchy, or whether the same resolt ib brought aboat 
by famine and Btnrvntion” The President next 
referred to the harden of militarr extravagance the 
inaUdministration of juatice and the pbrsical lU 
treatment of Indians hv Europeans and the impos- 
sibility of obtaining redress saying that he wns 
hopeless of obtaining jnstice where crimes of violence 
on Indians were committed unless Parliament would 
take up theqnestion heilrts ds ca^fi were abolished 
m Prance in 1789 but were mtroduced here m 1818 
and were not a dead letter Lately they had had a 
Sedition Act and this year Lord Cnrson bad thrown 
a bombshell into their midst with the OflicJal Secrets 
Bill which relieved the prosecution of giving evidence 
to prove the guilt of the accused and left the accused 
to prove bis innocence — a rovenml of allcivihsed 
lurisprndence The Universities Bill officinbeing 
the centres of learning enme in for trenchant criticism 
Then follorred a plea for compulsory free prnnary 
education a condemnation of the retrograde and 
reactionary Ifadras hfunicipal BiU a presamg of the 
claims of Indian industnes, ending on a glad note of 
some sympathy shown id England and the rapproche- 
ment between Hindus and MohaiuTnadana 

Thus ended one of the ablest speeches uttered by a 
President of the National Congress Readers will do 
well to note the increasing signs of the coming 
danger forced on by Lord Corson h policy against 
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all the ^\nrnnl"‘- of (he Conp:rc‘'‘' Coercion cieatcd 
unre"! , a feeling <*f general in‘-cciiri(\ aro‘-e, oning 
to tlie orlum*' vlein of the (h’ each of , under 

nluch no inan’t. liheity was tafe , men began to 
despair of inijnoveineiit, .iiid •'('end ''ocicties weie 
foiined The \oice cd C'ongiess \Nas distegarded, 
and it^ leaders In od iindei ihe sjiadow of ariest 
Each } ear allowed groning angei and inci easing rc- 
‘^enlnieiit .igain the Cnr/onian rule 

'riie Congress adjomned for tlic day, nftei the 
Subjects Coinimttec had been appro^ed 

The second day began nith tlie e-\presston of 
SOI row foi the loss sustained by India in the deaths 
of Lord Stanley of Aldeiley, Mi W S Came and 
the Eaja of llaninad, tlie Kesolution being put fioiii 
the Chair and passed in silence, standing 

Kesolution IT, inoyed by I^Tr I) E AVaclia, dealt 
with the deeply felt nioiig of the exclusion of Indians 
flora the higliei grades of the Public Seivice^ He 

Siirietj l)cj)(ij liiicitf of the (Joicrnmcnt of India — 132 Officers 
salaries from Ils 300 — 2,000, onI> liio nio Indians on Rs 300 
Ooiemmcnt Tclrgraph Deportment — 52 Appointments of Rs 500 
and more, onl} one Indian 

Indo-Britinh Telegraph — 13 Olfaccis nbo\e Rs 600 snlaiy, not an 
Indian 

Hint Department — G Officers nbo\o Rs 500 pay, not an Indian 
Post Office — Last jear onl}'- 1 Indian among tlie 10 men draiving 
more tlian Rs 500, nlio nas a momber of tlie Civil Service 

Geological Surieg — 2 out of the Officers dievving salaries above 
Rs 600, an Indian 

Botanical Surieg — None 

In the Foreign Department — Oat of 22 such Officers only 3 are 
Indians 

Htscellaneoue — There ore 22 Officers, of whom there is not a 
single Indian 

Financial Department , — 14 are Indians oat of 60 who draw more 
than Bs 600 pay. 
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gave some striking statwtics of tlio rnriooe Services, 
allowing liow forelgnorBeve^^ where kept oat Indians, 
leaving the bodlf paid offii^is to tho people of Iho 
country and monopolising the n ell paid a condition 
intolerable to tho self respect of the people of any 
civilued land ' Wo do not gmmhle at Europeans 
having a shore of the loaves and fishes but we do 
grarable and make it a atrong gnevance that tho bigger 
and most numerous looves are deliberately allowed 
in defiance of chartere pledges and proclamation* to 
go to the whites and aroaller and fewer looves to 
the blacks ’ 

It it not open to as to suspect the motrvM o£ 
Qovertment bat OovominCDt mar do so and csstigate 
us to any extent as Lord Corton tried tlie other dat to 
castigate Air Qokbale most wrongfoUr It eomc* to this, 
that what is mild or moffeasive in the cr^tain becomes 
choletui and hLupbemous m the soldier » on out part 
it IS blaspbumoiis to attribute motiioe to Gnvernmont 
but it u not blasphemous for the Ooveromont to rave and 
runt and caatigate ua to its heart s content. Through 
out the whole career of the British Indian GoN'ernment, 
not from to-day but from ihe days of the East Indi* 
Company there is thia tradition io giro a promise to the 
ear and to break it to tho heart and they iflithfnlJr and 
loyally follow that tradition. In the ense oftboPublio 
Semce Comimssion wo Lavo found, to oor hitter root 
end erpenence, that the same trudihonal pobew has been 
earned on Fromisoe were most profnsrlv given to us 
a Cotnmission was appointed amid a great flounsK 
finality was to be given to our legitimat© aspirations and 
our just grioVBJices were to be Jairlv redreBsed It has 
been so for the last half contarv When tho praobce 
come* we find oaraclvea esactlv in the same situation as 
we were in before the Comuiiesion was appointed This 
15 the foie of our gnevanres, of our legitimate and fair 

gne ranees. 
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So ‘i|inko ]\rr "Wiulin iii l')03 Wo lm\enow, in 
JOir), ilio Ilopoif of .niotlioi Public SorMco C’oimnis‘;ion 
.n\aiting publication 'I'lio ‘'anio old stor^ will be 
repeated How can it be otbeiwise when the 
Coniini«:‘=ion‘= aie pi cdoniinanth An^do-Iiidi.ui, and 
A\hen the ]iowei and ]dnr(»of (ho Ang’lo-Indian depend 
on in'; n':‘-cr(iiip; that tin* Indian is unfit 

^fi G Subrauiania T\oi ‘joconded, ‘showing how 
Indian^, had been luoie and luoie ousted fioin positions 
of influenee, giving them no oppoi tunit> of developing 
then poweis, whoie was an Indian Maiqnis of Ito, 
or Count OKuina lilinopoans weio paid large salaries 
while thG\ gained expenonco heie, and then weic 
given high positions abioad to utilise outside India 
the e\]ieucnce gamed m India 

Thev suA thcie should ho an inednciblo niininimn of 
Engbshmou AVlinl does it menu''’ Shnci} is enginnied 
in the skin of oni bod\ If we in oni own country 
aie not to be trusted A\itb icsj^onsible appointments, 
if oui oAMi GoACiinnent a\i 1] not take us into their 
confidence and place us in ofiices winch amII gne us 
lesponsibilit}'' in the adnnnistintion of oux ow n counti} , 
AAhat IS it, Gentlemen, hut sluA'^ery AV^e aie lieAAcis 
of AAood and draAACis of AAatei, and nothing moie 
In oAery dejiaitracnt tlieio is a legular retio- 
grnde policy being pursued On the one hand, the^^ 
go on making jnomiscs and giving ns hopes and 
assurances, and on the othei hand they go on adopting a 
hackAAaid policy Aftei a bundled yeais aa^g liaA’e not ad- 
A'anced by one inch, hut liaA’^e gone a long distance hack- 
AAaid from where Ave AA^ere 

Ml Suren dranath Banneiji spoke to the resolution, 
declaring that aa'^o have lost ground, but our cause 
IS one of iighteousness and. justice,” and he felt 
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confident tlmt the day will come which will 
mark the ultimate tnnmph of equality, and of eqnal 
principles even in this unhappy land of ours ” 
Messrs Peary Lai Ghoae and Abdul Kasim followed 
and the Resolntion was corned 

Resolution III on the nae of land assessment was 
entrusted to Mr L A Govindaraghava Iyer who 
pointed out thatPermanent Settlement and where that 
could not be longer terms of Settlement would better 
the condition of the ryot He showed that more was 
demanded than the ryot could pay whereas he ought 
to be &o taxed that he could save in good seasons and 
80 face bad onea In 1852 the Secretary of State 
aent out a statesmanblce despatch on Permanent 
Settlement but the present-day Government was not 
politically wise 

The Hon Mr Parekh seconded and the Resolution 
was supported by Messrs Peter Paul Pillai N 
SrinivBsavarada Chanar S Subrsmamam P R- 
Suudara Iyer and earned 

Resolution TV on South Africa was moved by 
Dr U L. Desai and seconded by Mr S K Nair 
Mr C F Rievwnght brought a petibon from Indians 
m Australia, asking to be rescued from the degrading 
restrictions placed on them Mr V G Vosudevn 
Pillai the first delegate from the newly created 
Burmese Congrees centre supported and the 
Resolution being earned the Congress rose for the 
day 

On the third day Resolntion Y on the Umvamties 
Bin was moved by Mr Burendranath Bannerji who 
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pointed out that Government was taking control of 
Higher Education, as it had limited the cml fieedom 
of their Coipoiations 3'he new-fangled Impel lalism 
was daikenmg the piospects of human freedom 
Lord Ouizon’s “name would go down to posterity 
indissolubly linked with a reactionary and retrogiade 
measuie which has been condemned by the unanimous 
opinion of educated India ” They Avei e told that a 
body of educational experts met in 1901, and advised 
•changes They “ met in secret, deliberated in secret, 
resolved in secret, and, I piesume, dispersed in 
secret ” The Senates were against the Bill, and 
they had public opinion behind them The Univer- 
sities were made Government Depaitments Private 
institutions would be checked, private colleges de- 
stroyed, the educational area restricted The Bill 
made a i evolution 

Mr A.mbalal Saharlal Desai seconded the Be- 
solution, and it was supported by Messrs Hari- 
prasad Ohatterji, R IST Mudholkar, G Subramania 
Iyer, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Mr Ohdu- 
dhuii, all voicing protest and condemnation The 
Resolution passed, and the results of that reactionary 
and mischievous measure have fully justified the 
protest of the Oongiess 

Resolution YI, on the Official Secrets BiU, was 
viewed with equal disapproval, as “ against the 
interests of the public, dangerous to mdividual 
liberty and retrograde in policy ” Mr Bishan Nara- 
yan Dhar moved the Resolution, saying that no 
measure of equal importance had ever been so 
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ouiversnlly condemned In tbe Imperial Connojl 
Kftrrab Syed IXuhamtnad and ifr GoWiale had eorned 
the country s gratitude by denouncing it ‘ an odious 
nay iniquitous meaanro” of wbich it u impossible 
to speaV with patience or moderation” “Lord 
CurKin IS Mtonisbed that tins sliould be described as 
Russi&meing the administration I am astonished 
that anyone should be so imperfectly informed re- 
garding the Russian Goiemment as to tbint that it 
has got anything m it® purely civil laws so arbitrary 
and so disoatrona to the oivil liberties of the 
people as Lord Canon's Bill if passed, would 
be in this country Ruiming over the changes 
m the law made by the BQl the speohor described 
them as monstrous odions and inignitoiiB m the 
extreme an^ as calculated to shake out confidence 
in the justice and fAirnees of oar rulers " The 
policy of Loercion and distrust « a mistaken a 
suicidal policy Mr Mnrlidhsr seconded the Reso- 
lution and it wn* supported by the Hon Mr 
G Srinivasa Rao and carried The BiU was in due 
course added to the Coercion Begialatiou 

ResolnUon YH on militarv erpendituro moved bv 
Mr Is M Ssrnarth, seconded by Mr V Knshna 
Bwami Iyer supported by Messrs, Cham Chandra 
Ghose and Mr G A. Natesan and ^med need not 
detain ns as it is one of our hardy annuals but 
Resolution VTII was a novelty for it thanked tlie 
Government for reducing the Salt Tax and raising 
the assessable miniminn of Income-Tax, thus 
granting two requests of the Congrese the Resolution 
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■was moved by Mr C Y Cliintamani, seconded by 
Miss Balganiiej and earned 

Ml J Clioudliuii moved Eesolution IX, on the 
Paifcition of Bengal, that liigli-handed measuie -wliicli 
nearly led to a i evolution, and was annulled by the 
King-Bmperor in 1911 Indians Aveie trying to Aveld 
Indian nationalities into a Nation, but Loid Ouizon 
Avould divide us and lule” Mi Gr Raghava Rao 
seconded, and then Mi V Knslinaswami 13 ml moved 
an amendment to omit tbe later part ot the Resolution 
which dealt with a proposal to sepaiate ceitain 
districts from Madras The Amendment was lost and 
the Resolution carried 

Resolution X condemned the Madras Municipal 
Bill, said by the Hon Mr Krishna Nan, the mover, 
to be ‘^highly leactionar}", retrogiade and le- 
volutionary the Oorpoiation consisted of 24 men 
elected by the people and 8 nominated, the Bill 
reduced the populax lepresentatives to 16, and gave 
8 to associations wholly or mainly composed of 
Europeans A similar Bill had mined the Calcutta 
^Municipality Mi A 0 Paithasaiathi Naidu second- 
ed, saying that the Bill reduced Local Self-Government 
to a sham, and caiefully analysing the pi o visions of 
the Bill The Resolution was carried 

Resolution XI, lecommendmg the election of 
certain gentlemen to Pailiament, and Resolution 
XII thanking the Government for the Oo-opeiative 
Credit Societies Bill weie carried The President 
then put fiom the Chair the Omnibus, Resolution 
XIII, and Resolution XI Y, the usual vote of thanks 
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to Sir 'William Wedderbnm and the Bntish Com 
mittee Mr Surendranath Banner]! mored the 
re-appointment of Mr A- O Homo and Mr I) E 
Wacha adding the Hon Mr Gr K Qokhftle afl a 
eecond Joint General Secretary Resolntion XV 
fixed the next sitting of the Congress at Bombay 
and with the usual votea of thanks the Nineteenth 
Session of the National Congross found its ending 

BESOLUnOHS 
Sor r o w of Oon^Ma 

I Bowlrod — Tti*t thli Ooni^naa dfr>ire« lo pot oo) record 111 
HUM of the deep «nd Irrepanble lo«s tnatmloed India the 
deetbi of Ijord Btonlej of Alderter end Ur W 8 Colne tbe 
DMTraoej of irhow ferrlciM tho people of India Trill alTrars cberUh 

Trlth fomtitode. 

That this Ckmgwi also Trlshea to place on record Its deep 
regret at the death of the Baja of Baiasaa, Trbo ha# alTaj* been a 
dUtfatgolebed benefactor of tho Congresa 

PobUo Serrlo* 

n. (a) That this Oangreaa, co m-iuiln y Ttfth prerioiia 
Cangremaea, again reoords Ita deep regret that the labcnr* of 
the Pahlic SerricB Oomxniaakm hare piactlcaUy prored void cJ 
any good reanlt to the people of thia conntryi that Trhlle the 
reconunendations of the Ck»ininJaafoa did not aecnre foil Jostlce to 
the oiaiiD of th people of the conotry to larger and more extended 
mploTmeiit in the hjgber gndes f the PnblJo Serrloe th 
Qorornment hare not e sn carried them oot m their Integrity and 
ha e not extraded the principle of appointing Indiana to nerr 
ppointmenta etnee creat^ from time to time and in Special 
Dapartmenta aiteh a the Balt, Optam Uedical and Police Depart- 
menta, tho Surrey Department of the Goremmont of India th 
Qorernment Telemph Deparfmeot the Lndo-Britlsh Telegraph 
Department, the llint Department, the Poatal Department, and the 
Foseiga Depaatpa«t,t. 

(b) That in tho opinion of thia Oongrcaa tho recent policy of 
the heads of departments and of th anthorirtea reapcnaiblo for 
Baflwar admlnlktratkma poacribing tha apprintmant of Indians 
in the Ih»bllc and the flalbrar Berricea la a graTa yioiatlon of tha 
pledgea and asamncM gtran by tha Goretiiiineot. 
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(r) That in the opinion of tins Congress in order to arrest 
the economic dram that is caused b}' the present system of appoint- 
ments by the Government, to socme to the people of the country 
the invaluable benefit of the experience and knon ledge "which a 
training in the Public Sornco affords, and to introduce economy in 
the administration, a policy of free employment of the Natives of 
the soil in all branches of the Service, is imperatively demanded 

Permanent Settlement 

III That this Congress views with alarm the tendency to in- 
crease the land reienue assessment eiery time there is a revision, 
and declares its firm conviction that the policy of raising the assess- 
ment so frequently and so heavily is increasing the poverty of the 
agncultmnl population of this country and rendering them still 
further unfit to "withstand the periodical visitations of bad seasons 
and famines than they are now This Congress, therefore, prays 
that the Permanent Settlement be extended to such parts of the 
conntr 3 ' as are now npe for it, as laid down m the Secretary of 
State for India’s despatches of 1862 and 1867 on the subject, and 
that Settlements for longer periods be made, and judicial and legis- 
lative restrictions on over-assessments be imposed, in those parts of 
India where Government may still deem it inad-visable to extend 
the Permanent Settlement 

Indians m the Colonies 

IV That this Congress viewa with grave concern and 
regret the hard lot of His Majesty’s Indian subjects Imng in 
British Colonies in South Africa, Australia and elsewhere, the 
great hardships and disabilities to which they are subjected by the 
Colonial Governments, and the consequent degradation of their 
status and rights as subjects of the King, and pi otests against the 
treatment of Indians by the Colonies ns baclcward and uncivilised 
races , and it praj s that, in view of the great part the Indian 
settlers have played" m the development of the Colonies and the 
economic advantages which hai e resulted both to India and to the 
Colonies from thou emigration to and stay in the latter, the 
Government of India -will be pleased to ensure to them all the rights 
and privileges of British citizenship m common "With the European 
subjects of His Majesty, by enforcing, if necessaiy, such measures 
as V ill render it impossible for the Colonies to secure Indian immi- 
grants except on fair, equitable and honourable terms , and that m 
"View to the great importance of the principle of equal treatment to 
all His Majesty’s subjects. His Majesty’s Government should devise 
adequate measures to ensure that position to Indian emigrants in 
all the British Colonies 

Education 

V That this Congress, i\hile welcoming any "wisely con- 
sidered scheme for the reform of the educational policy of 
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QoTcrnmcmt ia of op5ntMi tb&t tho UnJror*itf*^ Dfll, If fnto 

U» wfll hanj M roeomnMiiMl<*d la tha rflpntt of the IjBtrertUlea 
OormDlaalo the cflotft of watrlcUng the arw of edoatkm and 
completolf <lc*t»oyi g tl 0 h»doppndeDc* of the Unlror^lUo* upon 
whi h largely Aepond their oflW-Wno)’ and oBofolorv and of tnrnlBg 
thorn pmotfcolly Into dopartmonla of GoTcrnoiont, 

That tbfs Co jfre«a U of opintoa that tho prorfaltma of tt® Bfll 
wfU not rotooro tho ahortcomlng* of the pweent rjrttcra of hfjfhor 
eOacatiob bat that jironal o for tnad* Mid Itnptrwomnit In tho 
tandflnl of tcoohin/f by tho agency of a ■ht'ctIot claaa of tancben 
are imporatl oly needed n the iatoreau of higher ediicatlon 

That thla Con^froaa preya for the foUowlng modtflcatioin t 

( ) Thut oach UnirorallT ahoold bo doalt with hr a aoporato 

Act. 

(b) That la tha caae of (be older Dnlreraltlee tho anwber of 
ordinary F llowe *h old not bo leoa than fiOO of whom at looat 80 
ahoflld be eleetod br reyliterodgiadoaiaa a»d Ki by the roeniboTa 
f the PacnJtlea ajid that la the eaaao of the t'nlT%T*ltl%» of Allah* 
bad nd of th PanJ b, e nmnar prerlaloD abtmld be nede 

(e) That the ordiaorr P Ikme ahodd hold ofBe* a**t preaont 
f rp life but Ko Id bo liable to diectajdltLeaUotL f« abe^nce dnrlnij » 
dxed perfocL 

Id) That tb* pfoclaloa of a atatnt/'rf pro p orthm for the 
heada of Collegoa or th Syodknt be omitted. 

That all gradnatc* of ten yecr*’ itonding in n Faonhy ho 
declared Ujrlble to row. 

(f) That tie ■octloa maUiig it ohligatorr npoB 0olles« 
which apply for afflllatlon or hare been afflUated to prorlde fc* 
»B table realdeatlal qoartera for etndenta and pnrfeaaOT* and for 
th pertnanent main te nance of the CWlegoe be omitted. 

(fl) That os regarda afBUallon and dlaOiBlIatloo the dedakifi 
ahoold, fnatead of being tha direct tot of OoYararoent aa nnilar tho 
Bill, bo aa at preaent the aot of the Unlrerd^ anbjoot to the 
aonetton f Goromtnont. 

(.h) That aa regarda th Uwpeotioai of OoIlegDi ft ahonld bo 
eondttoted by poraona apocinlly appointed by the Syndicatei, 
n cannected afth th Goraraniant Edoeatlonal Deportment oranT 
aided or unaided OoUego 

( ) That the power of mnktng byo»l wi and rognlatlona 
ahonld aa at preoont bo reatod In the Senate aabjoct to the anaetioB 
of (he Government. 
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Coercion 

Official Sectefi Bill 

"VI That this Conpn:e‘3S ^ne-ws ^ifch entire disapproval tlie 
Official Secrets Bill now before tlio Supreme Legislative Council 
inasmucli ns it is uncalled foi, against the interests of the 
public, dangerous to individual liberty and retrograde in policy, and 
prays that the Government of India may be pleased to confine its 
scope to the disclosure of Naval and Mibtary secrets 

Military 

VII (a) That this Congress reiterates its opinion that 
the scope of the measures, which have been undertaken from 
time to time for increasing the aimy in India, for armaments and 
fortifications vvuth a view to the security of India, not against 
domestic enemies, or against the incursions of warlike peoples of 
adjoining countries, but to maintain the supremacy of British 
Povv ei in the East, and on which millions of Indian money have 
been spent, reach far beyond the Indian limits in that the policy 
that has dictated these measures is an Imperial policy , and that, 
therefore, the Indian Army Charges, vv hich not only include the cost 
of the native army but also that of the British forces amounting to 
about one-third of the whole Bntish army which, forms the 
Imperial Gamson in India, are excessive and unjust, especially 
having I'egard to the fact that the Colonies which, are equally 
dependent upon and indebted to the mothei-countiy for their 
protection, contribute little or nothing towards the Impei lal military 
expenditure 

(h) That inasmuch as large bodies of British troops have 
with perfect safety and mthout impenlling the peace of the 
country, been withdrami for Service outside the statutory limits of 
India, tins Congress is of opinion, that the Indian tax-payers should 
be granted substantial relief out the Bntish Exchequer towards the 
cost of maintaining in India the present sti-ength of the European 
army 

(c) That this Congress prqtiests most emphatically against 
the manner m which the Indian revenues have been charged 
mth £786,300 per annum for the inciaased cost of the recruitment 
of the Bntish army, in spite of the Viceroy of India and his Council 
having strongly condemned such a charge as being injurious to 
Indian mterosts, and as calculated to retard many urgent measmos 
of domestic reform now under contemplation or in course of 
initiation 

(d) That this Congress reiterates its conviction that inasmuch 
as the army amalgamation of 1859 has all along been the cause of 
a considerable portion of the unjust and excessive burden of Indian 
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now DfDlA WEOUaHT FOE FEEOOM 


iB^Uu y xpmdftaTn tBfl tfmo hM coiue when rtep« ihcmlj fa* 
UfasQ to bATV tfait rjrttem wboUjr aboUifand. 

Tb&nkft of 0<in$T‘^9M 

TIIL That thU ConffT*** I ndflW luth»nl3i to th* GoTCmineBt 
of India for th« roUof gmated to tfao poortrr ofauaM of tha 
ooontrr far rtiloctlfm of the 6«lUTax and bj- rafdDg tho 
•M*Wbl« minltnnm f irlnootao-Tai^and pmjt that tho GorBrtnaoDt 
of India b* plaued to make a father mdnctkm Lo the SaluT ax. 

Xn That thia CoD;?reaa (ontlon Ita thaohe to the Goram 
toent of India for tho introdoartoo ot the Co-opentire Credit 
l^ooktlee Eni into tfae Ykerrsal LogMatiro Cooocfl, and ti-oata that 
lb* meastue tnar be eo enaeted as to achlar* the ob^ecta the 
Gcreminent haa in riofr 

(And ace XlV] 
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Parliamentary Representation 

XI That this Congirss dourcs to nccord its most cordial 
support to the cnudidaturo of Mr Dndablini Naoroji for North 
Lambeth, Jfr IV C Hanncrji for IValthamslo\\ , Sir Honrv 
Cotton foi X'ottintrham, and Sii Folin Tardinefor Rovbmghshire, and 
appeals to tlic clectoi-s of those ton^tituoncies that, in the interests 
of the people of India, the\ Mill bo jiloiscd to return tliom to 
Parliament, so that they maj not onlj loj ilh sene them, but 
represent in somo nnnnci tho ])eoplc of a countri nliich, though a 
p.art of the British Empii'c, lias no direct icprcsentatn e in tho 
British Parliament 

Confirmation of Preinoua Resolutions 

XIII Tliat this Congiess concurs nith prorious Congresses in 

stronglj advocating [1902 («)— (j)] 

( l ) That the necessity is urgent foi tho complete separation 
of EyccuUie and Judicial functions, so that in no case shall the tivo 
functions be combined in the same olBcor , 

(Z) That the simultaneous holding in India and in England of 
all examinations for all Cml branches of tho Public Sornce m 
India, at present hold oiilj in India, should bo conceded , 

(m) That an enquiry into the economic condition of the 
Indian r^ot, as ui-ged bj the momberb of the Famine Union in 
England, in their appeal to tho Secretary of State for India, 
should bo instituted 

Thanks of Congress and Congress Work 

XIV That this Congress desires to convoy to Sir William 
Wedderbum and the other members of the Biitish Committee 
its most grateful thanks for their disinterested services in the 
cause of our political adi ancemont 

And that a sum of Rs 10,500 be assigned for the expenses of 
the Bntish Committee, and that the several Congress circles do 
contribute the amount allotted to each 

That the following gentlemen be appointed Secretaries for the 
Circles against M hich their names appear and be responsible for the 
sums due by the respective Circles, and that the money bp paid in 
advance in tn o half-yearly instalments 

BE^GAL BoJIBAT 

Babu Surendranath Bannerji Hon Mr P M Mehta 
Babu Baikunthanath Sen Mr D E Wacha 

Hon Mr Bhupendranath Basu. Hon Mr G K Gokhale 
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now nrou weouoitt fob i-ekedoit 


Bon ilr Q SWnirmmEiA 
HotL Ur VMBdcT» lyenifip 
ilr V Jlyru Isnntler 
Ur Q SMgbtn Smo, 
Berhunpnr 


Btux aho tek Cuttux 
P tOTUtCIS 

Mr H-T? UnaholkM 


If W r* 0 Tiifci* t Otdh 
Hos. FtDiBt U M 
ItaUrij* 

Mr FniMd "V ar«u. 

Mr 8 8Inli« 

CxrjrraiE 

Mr Pritlurhuitii IVndft. 
Paicjxe 

Mr narUiHao Ia] 


Fomutl 

XY Thiit thU OoQgT*M r«-*ppo1nU Ur A, 0 Quae.O 
ta ba Oeoanl 3acnt*ij and Ur D £. Wuka to be jclat Geaenl 
8 «cntU 7 tod tppolriU the Ucm. Mr 0 C. GohhiJe u additjaael 
Joiot GiMira] Be<^tar 7 for the enmJng jeax 

STL That the TVeaUath Ittdiaa Kotkmal Oongr aa a do 
aaaeobJe, cm ascb da/ alter Obrlateiaa Da/ 1901 aa ma/ ^ later 
determbed a pan, at Bomba/ 
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n’li! 'J'neJitU'di X.'itjdnal tlif* second 

tJer.'de fif ihi^* pnwirfnl orfroJU'-.ition jnet in nonilmy 
on (lie 2ij(li, 27<)i .uid JStli of Dei ember, 1001, in 
n Inrpre ruilton on (lie (Ve-'<‘»>n( Siie 'Pile Congress 
met under (lie gloom < it i(ed In Lord Cm soil’s ]iolic\ , 
iiglulr cli.u.u (to i-ed in the Olln nl Repoii of (he 
Conrrress a*; “ it'jjressnj* and re-nitionaiN ”, there 
had gun\n up i b‘eling‘ 

f'f ileep ii>en(mtiit wlnna sei los of i eprossn o 
jneaMir<‘s- holh leoisIiti\e and ndmnnstialne — Mere 
foiced b\ him on (he (otnUri in (In' tooth of the lieicost 
opposition fioni tin* public Jjong before the Con- 

givstj of hst leai met, it had ( ojne to be \ on genoialL 
lecogmcod that ^\lla(^\^l• nun be said in fa\om of Lord 
Cm /on’s adnunisti-il ion, Ibe cdurated finises of the 
connfr\, at nn\ lale, bad m lorn no friend, and (but 
then aspirilions nould iccenc at Ins bands not meieh 
cold neglect, but actual lepicssion The situation made 
the Congress of I'lOt one of unuKunl importance 

Tim gathering \\as the laigest since ]89o, 1010 
delegates registciing then names Q’hey were divided 
as follows 

Bomhaj (5 IS), Sindh (44), Kathmvnr (26) 618 

C P , Berar, Secuncleiahnd and ILdeiabad 104 


Madras . 104 

Bengal (09) and Assam (3) 102 

U P 54 

Punjab 28 


1,010 
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HOW htdul WBOuanr for pbbedom 


Tte Hon 8tr Pheroseshnh Jl iMohtn, wlio had 
receired the K«C J B the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, after nuking a ohoir of Indies to sing the 
Congroes Anthem \Tarmly welcomed the dele- 
gates and congTfttulated them on the presence of 
Sir Wdlinm Wodderbnmnnd Itr Samnel Smith, 

The Congress voiced once in each jenr the public 
opinion of the country and the snreat testimony to 
Its value was the very policy of reaction and retro- 
greation which it provoked The possession of India 
was a blessing to Fngland if ndmmistered in the spirit 
of nghteousnesa a corse if m the eednctive spirit 
of worldlineaa ’ On the whole England had choaen 
wisely and well but while many gnevances — which 
take more than a page of the Report to enumerate — 
continne there would be two parties about England 
in India Political agitation tliere would be 

The only qoeation is whether we shcmld suppress 
and bottle ap our feelings, and hopes, and aspuatums 
and our gnevancee m the umermost rooesses of our owii 
hearts, m the secret coTtcIavee of our own brethren or 
deal with them in the free light of open day The farmer 
courae would be prefan-ed by the prophets of despair 
We, gentlemen prefer the lattar beoause we hare larth 
in the ultunsia wusdom beneficence and nghtecmstiaas of 
the English people 

Mr Surendranath Bannerji proposed Sir Henry 
Cotton as President focasamg in a few eloquent 
sentencsea hia great semcea to India JIi 0 Siwikaran 
Natr seconded Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
supported and Sir Henry Cotton took the Chair amid 
loud cheers A gift for the Oongresu of Be 4 000, 
collected by 37ie Gujaralt and a handsonje mlrer 
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salveT were presented to Sir Henry by its Editor, 
Mr I S Desai 

After thanking the Congiess for the honom done 
to liim, the Piesident said that the Congress w^as 
'Hhe voice and brain of the countiy,” that the woik 
of educating tlie coiintiy was earned on by other 
agencies, and that the function of the Congiess was 
“to give united and authoritative expiession to vieivs 
on which there is ahead}’’ a consensus of opinion in 
the country ” The public opinion of England needed 
to be moved 

Internal agitation in Ireland was the necessary 
stepping-stone of reform, but by itself it accomplished 
little , it was only v hen Irish agitation forced itself upon 
English Liberal statesmen, and was supplemented by a 
powerful phalanx of opinion in England, that any 
concessions were allowed to the sister island And so it 
IS in the case of India The remedy for both countries 
IS the same 

ALftei noting the growth of National feeling. Sir 
Henry Cotton quoted -with approval the words of the 
Hon Mountstuart Elphinstone, words which some 
officials in Bombay would certainly consider seditious 
now, except perhaps if they knew it was a quotation 
he spoke in the freer days of 1850 

I conceive tliat the administration of all the depart- 
ments of a great country by a small number of foreign 
■\usitors, in a state of isolation produced by a difference in 
religion, ideas and manners, which cuts them off from all 
intimate communion with the people, can never be con- 
templated as a permanent state of things I conceive, 
also, that the progress of education among the Natives 
renders such a scheme impracticable, even if it were other- 
wise free from objection 



896 


now crou WEooaHi roB peeoou 


‘ Every thintnig man/ added Sir Henry, * must 
tnow that these words are true ’ and the connection 
between India and England wonld last Lord 
Cromer had said the same and had declared that the 
Government must adapt their system to the changes 
taking place in edncnted Indians if they do not 
wish to see it shattered by forces which they have 
themselves called into being bnt which they have 
failed to gnide and control ’ Sir Henry bade his 
hearers avoid depression and not to submit with 
resignation to the policy of the Government 
and he held up as the ideal, India taking 
rank os a Nation among the Nations of the 
East Autonomy is the Ley note of England s tme re 
lations with her Colonics and the Ley note also of 
India s destmy Complete antonomons States 

which are federated together and attached by com 
mon motives and self interest to a central Power ” 
such was the tendency of Empire ” The ideal for 
India was a Federation of free and sepmrate States 
the United States of India ” 

The President then dealt with the economic prob- 
lem condemned the dram and the exploitation 
of the country by Engliah capital urged the sub- 
atitntion of Indian for European officials and the 
reconstitution of the Indian Civil Service with 
other special reforms protested against the Partition 
of Bengal, and the treatment of Indians m the 
Transvaal and concluded by bidding his hearer* 
labour with hope and courage m the cause they 
had embraced 
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The stiong and outspoken discouise aionsed the 
greatest enthusiasm, and A\as closed amid rocifeious 
applause The Subjects Committee Avas appioAmd, 
and the Congiess adjoin ned 

On the second da}*-, Mi Suiendianath Banneiji 
bi ought forward Resolution I, which dealt with 
Indians in the Public SerAuce, saying that it Avas 
extraordinai}’’ that, 150 years after the birth of British 
rule in India, they should be obliged to protest 
against a policy ^inconsistent Avith the gieat tiadi- 
tions of the Biitish lule in the East, and Avith the 
honour of the British name in this countiy ” The 
promises made had only been eluded until now, but 
by Lord Cuizon’s Resolution of 24th May, 1904, they 
weie openly repudiated, and, by a bitter irony, on the 
birthday of the Queen, whose Pioclamation Avas set 
at naught “ Under the neAA’’ policy, lace is the test 
of qualification Undei the old policy, merit Avas the 
test of qualification ” The leaotionaiy policy of Lord 
Curzon tore up the Proclamation of the Queen 

Lord Ourzon from his place in the Imperial Council 
(I am quoting the substance of what he said), declared 
that by our environments, our heritage and our up-bring- 
ing we are unequal to the responsibilities of a high office 
under the British rule I venture to say, Sir, that never 
was a deeper affront offered to the people of India by 
the representative of the Sovereign It is bad enough to 
repudiate the Proclamation, but it is adding ,insnlt to 
injury to cast a slur upon the people of this country In 
your name and on your behalf. Gentlemen, I desire to 
record my most emphatic protest against this assumption 
of our racial inferiority Are Asiatics inferior to 
Europeans P Let Japan answer Are Indians inferior to 
Europeans P Let Lord George Hamilton answer, and 
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liord Georpo Hamilton is not a fnend of tbe people of 
tbiB conntiy Gentlemen, repre^ootatire* of 

an inferior mro wo who are the dejwjcndftnte of fhoee 
who in the modem world whilo all i*uropQ wt» eteeped 
m «nperfrtition and ignorance, bold aloft the torch of 
anbsation P Are wo t^be ropresentatirea of an mfcnor 
race from whoiw ahorea, foraootb wont forth tboee 
nuMiQnanca who have conrerted two-tbirds of the human 
race into moral auperionty P 

Mr Banner]! then gave a nnml>er o£ figures, 
showing the percentage of IndiaTis in the Same© 
pointed to the fact that they had 14 per cent of em 
ploymenta carrying Ha 1 000 and upwards, and 17 
per cent of employinenta carrying Bs, oOO and up- 
wards “ Only 14 or 17 per cent of tbe higher 
appointments fall to oar lot allhongh the country la 
ouTB the money la ours, and the bnlk of the popnlation 
IS ours Then followed some stinging companaons 
between the position of Asiatics m India and m other 
countnes under white ml© and he once more appealed 
to the pledges grren in the Proclamation of the 
Qneen 

Mr G Subramauia Iyer eeconded, and remarked 
that Indians were worse off than in 1883 and that 
while Lord Lytton brote the Qneen s proTinses by 
what he called subterfuges Lord Cnrion openly 
eaid that the principles and policy of British rule in 
India were not those laid down in the Qneen s Pro- 
clamatioh of 1858 W© most hold to the liberties 
and privileges conferred on us by statute also and 

hold them m such a way that not only the English 
Nation bat the whole world will say that India 
should be free 
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In suppoitmg the Resolution, the Hon Mr Krish- 
nan Hair gave a liistoiical sketch, showing how 
much more equal was the tieatnient of Indians in the 
past than undei Loid Curzon Mr G- Abdul Kasim 
spoke on Muhammadan agreement Mi Hussain 
Badiuddm Tyab]! brought moie statistics pioving the 
injustice undei which Indians suffeied The Resolu- 
tion was then earned 

Resolution II urged the claims of Higher Education 
and thanked the Government foi aiding Primaiy 
Education India needed manual tiaining and the esta- 
blishment of Polytechnics Mi D G Padhya moved 
it, and Mr R P Kai an dikar seconded, pointing to the 
splendid example set by Japan, He pressed the needfoi 
agricultural tiaming, and quoted Mi Aithur Balfoui’s 
speech on Ireland, pointing out how “one by one 
each of her nascent industries was either strangled 
at its biith oi handed over gagged and bound to the 
jealous custody of the iival interest in England, until 
at last eveiy fountain of wealth ■was hermetically 
sealed,’^ so that the whole Nation threw itself on the 
land Hi H S Gour followed, condemning the 
Hniveisities Act, which sealed up the portals of 
knowledge “ -with golden locks which would open 
only to golden keys ” Lord Ourzon would “ make edu- 
cation the piivilege of the iich and not the biithright 
of the poor ” We are told that an oriental people 
should be governed in the oiiental way, but if so, 
oriental Kings gave education fiee 

Mr 0 T Ohintamam said that Lord Ourzon asked 
us to consider education apart fiom political and 
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otl\6T questions but tbat was impossible, for as 
Mr Morlej liod wild, the questions of education 
touch tho moral life and death of Nations ” Lord 
Cnrson s educational moasares were political and he 
was swayed in them mainl} by political considerahons 
A section of educated Indians was found inconvenient, 
and they were to be politely suppressed Tho Govern 
ment sent out oirculara introducing the new policy 
by instalments while the pubbe were discussing the 
Report and they believed it to be under consideration 
The Senates now the Act was passed had been 
Europeanised and officialised and under the word 
“efficiency” the Indian and non-official element was 
suppressed Mr Q A. Notesan complained of the 
policy of distrust and retrogression ” and gave 
figures to show that in five years C 223 graduates had 
been produced 1,242 a year out of a population of 
800 millions 1 The Resolotion was carried 

Resolution HI on the “deplorable poverty of the 
people ” and sn^esting remedies wna moved by 
Mr B N Mudholkar who compared the state of the 
people on the whole sonnd with the necessaries 
and comforts of bfe and exporting a large amount of 
merchandise when there was nothing but anarchy 
and misrule m this land with the present poverty 
where the highest figure Lord Curion’s was Rs 80 
per head per year or one and a half annas (lid ) a 
day ont of which Ra. 8i was paid m taxation He 
showed how Indian manufactures had been killed by 
the East India Company and the Government by 
prohibitive duties and the industrial population was 
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forced on to tlie land, making agriculture the staple 
industiy He then dealt with land assessment, with 
the elfoits to intioduce the mill industiies, and the 
action of Loid Salisbuij, who diiected that steps 
should be taken to piotect the Biitish manufacturers 
against the competition of the Indian manufactuiers ” 
The result of the whole policy was the poverty of the 
Indian masses 

The Hon Mi L A Govmdai aghava Iyer seconded 
the Resolution, dealing with the necessity for 
Permanent Settlement and for a 3 udicial check on 
taxation of impiovements made by the ryot The 
Resolution was supported bj’- the Hon Mr G EL 
Paiekh, Messrs R V Mahajani, K Natarajan, 
Maneck]! K Patel, and earned 

Resolution lY, m view of the alaiming indebtedness 
of the peasantry, repeated the request of the previous 
Congress for an enquiry into the condition of a few 
typical villages It was moved by the Hon Mr H S 
Dixit, seconded by the Hon Mr Y 0 Desika- 
chari, supported by Rai Paivatishankar Choudhuri, 
Dr Joseph Benjamin, and carried 

Resolution Y brought up once more the condition 
of Indians in the Colonies, and Messrs Madanjit 
and Baioacha told the oft-repeated story of South 
African sufferings, from their own experiences, and 
Dr Munji, from his experience as a Civil Surgeon in 
the Boer War, added his testimony The caiTying of 
the Resolution closed the second day’s woik 

On the third day, the President moved from the 
Chan Resolution YI, expressing the sorrow of the 
32 
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Cougreas for the death# of Jfr J Is Tatfi and of 
that true fnend of Indm W^flham Digby He then 
called on Sir Wlllmm Wedderbum to move an 
important Re«olation (Iso XV) ont of itfl order 
desiring that a* a General Election was npproacli 
ing m England a deputation should bo sont from 
India to bring the claiina of India before the electors 
and the candidates He urged tno special points as 
of primary importance the renvnl of the old custom 
of an enquiry into the state of India evers 20 years 
and the placing of the salars of the Secretary of 
State for India on the Bntisb Estimatca. Mr B G 
Tilftk seconded, and nrged that an agitation mast be 
made in England for there the judges sit who would 
decide onr cose and ns the Government of India wba 
impervious they most reach the English people and 
there should be a pertnanent political misKion in 
England Mr 8 Sinha in supporting laid stress upon 
the iTcporfance of the Fnghsli becoming persODnlly 
arquamted with Indians The Ee^iolution was carried 

biT Balchandra Krishna moved the seventh Re- 
solution asking that the coot of the Secretary of 
State for India should be placed on the British 
Estimates The Colonies had their Secretarv and 
their office free India paid nearly 34 lakhs of rupees 
for hers The Hon htr G Srinivasa Rao seconded, 
ilr M K Padhya supported he urged that the 
Secretary of State was responsible to no one — not to 
the Indian people who paid him not to the Honse 
of Commons because it did not pav hum The Reeoln 
tion 1 VU 8 carried 
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Efrsolution VIII dealt ^\It]l tlie nitificial sni pluses, 
raised laigeh the appieciahon of the i upee, and 
niged lednetion of taxation and the devotion of pait 
of the atcuinnlated funds to Education, Medical 
Eelief, and the helping' of Local and Municipal 
Boaid'' It vas moved Lv i^L G K Golchale, who 
leinaiked on the evtiaoidinai^ sni pluses dm ing the 
last six }eais, amounting to 30 cioies of injiees, and 
asked how these aiose He showed that they aiose 
fiom the value of the lupee being enhanced, so 
that laising the money wanted for the foieign 
chaiges m sdver and paying m gold, the Indian 
Goveinmeiit sa^ed some 5 cioies of lupees a yeai 
The high level of taxation was unfaii and should be 
lowered, and the money gained by ovei -taxation 
returned to the people on the lines suggested Dewan 
Bahadur Ambalal Sakailal Desai seconded, and 
piessed the leturn of the needlessly high suijiluses 
to the people Mr G Subramania Iyer follow- 
ed and remaiked that Sir Antony MacDonnell 
had said befoie the Curiency Committee that the 
enhancement of the value of the rupee would be a 
new burden orr the people, but he said that it was safe 
to add it, because the people of India did not know it 
would operate in that way, while an addition to 
direct taxation was dangerous and impolitic The 
poor Avho have suffered most by the forced apprecia- 
tion should benefit by the surpluses created The 
Besolution was carried 

Resolution IX claimed enlarged representation, and 
was moved by Mr V Erishnaswami Iyer, who 
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referred to the eiilari^ement of tBo Counals in 1B92 
nnd tbe power then gi\en to discu&a the Budget bat 
the Budget hanng been settled before the discussion, 
the member* hud only to fttate their opinion* and read 
theit^bttle essaya the diacosaion being a farce Pandit 
iladan Mohan Malaviya seconded, and said the 
reforms were good na fur as thev went but more 
power ebould be given to the ConncHa and they 
should be enlarged Would not the Government 
shoTT a Uttle more trust m the Indian people? We 
have onr minds imbned with the iden* of freedom 
through a body of English literoture In onr 

own country we are anxious to feel that we ate 
really a part and parcel of the great Brilish Empire 
which we love because of it* love of freedom ” 
Mr Jehangip B Petit followed pointmg ont that 
educated Indians had shown themselves worthy of 
fuller representation and power enmnerating the 
results benefif'ial to the country that thev had 
brought about They had justified themselvea by 
their achievements It would be & proud day for 
England when ihe gave to India the inestimable 
boon of Self Government to which all hnmnn beings 
have a birth right and which is long overdue * The 
Resolution waa earned 

Reaolutiati X was on Tibetan affairs and the 
Forward Pobry that fruitful source of waste of life 
and treasure It -waa moved by Mr If A IVadja, 
who remarked that they were struggbng to mam 
tain the small modicum of constitutional privilege 
conceded by Parliament nearly 60 year* ago ^ He 
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conclr'injiod tlio polH \ ulutli \\ont Innoiid tlu' Indian 
1midcr> tile liravo jaMsaiitv i>f "Pibat fonplit for llio 
frat'doin of tliair fiom tin* fof>t f<f tin* foreigner, 

“ itli .1 p\ti ititi-^in pare, w illi lo\ e of indopinidonoo 

nv ton leioii'', with fontonipl for dnngt'r and for de.itli 
ndinnnblo a^' un\ recordial in niK’ient oi modern 
annals’". Tlie ^poakei ])rocoeded ^\lth a poneifiill} 
rea^-onod .iiG'nmcnr against Lmd ('nr/on’s miscliic\ ons 
missjon*', .iiul uiged iliai tlie einploMiient of Indian 
(mops outside India nilhont the consent of Parlia- 
ment uas illegal 

Lala ^^urlulll.u st>eondod, Mr N 13 Runadc 
su])j)oited, and the Kesolntion ^^as cairied 

Police Reform came up once moie in Resolution 
XT, and Mas moved b^ I\li aknmar Bose, 

seconded b} Mr Sris Chandra Saibadhikan, sui)ported 
by Ml Y G. Josh), and earned 

Resolution XII on IMilitai) Expenditure Mas vei}’’ 
biietly moved and seconded by Messrs X M Sainarth, 
and G R Abhjankai, and earned Then followed 
the separation of Judicial and Executive functions 
as Resolution XIII, moved, seconded and sup- 
poited by Messis Haiischandra Rai Yishandas, 
X K Rainaswaini lyei, and Kahpiasanna Roy, and 
carried 

Resolution XIY, on the Partition of Bengal, was 
moved by the Hon Mr Ambikacharan Mozumdar, 
seconded by Mr A Choudhuri, and supported by 
Ml Binai Kumar Rai, and the Hon Bailcunthanath 
Sen, Bengali gentlemen, who all felt too strongly to 
do more than speak a few sentences It was carried 
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after a bnef erpreision of syiupathy from Mr R N 
^tndUolkar 

Mr S Smha moved ROTolution \V1 urging the 
election to Parliament of Mr DadabUai fsaoroji Sir 
Henry Cotton and Mr John Jardine m tlie intoreatsof 
India, Mr V P Vnidyn aeconded nnd it wim earned 

M!r D h Watlia rnored find the Hon Mr D N 
Bose seconded Resolntion ‘'CVl the annnal vote of 
thania to Sir Wlllmin A\ edderbum and the British 
Committee Thu President then moved Resolution 
X\ in re-appointing Mr O Hnme "Mr D E 
Watha and the Hon Mr G K Gokhale ns General 
and Joint General SecTetarie** He nlio moved Re- 
Bolution SIX appointing a Committee to report by 
the lit of July 1906 on the queetion of the con 
Btitntion of the Congrw Resolution XS fixed 
Benares for the Congress of 1905 Resolutions XXI 
and SXTI tliauked the Reception Committee and the 
President and Sir Henry Cotton answering with a 
few words of gratefnl thanks brought the Twentieth 
National Congress to an end- 


BssoiiXmons 

BnxploTtnant of ladljuta In ih« FabUo Ssrrlos 

L (•) ta the opinion of thU Ooa^rcu, the prindplM 

TpoilcT enwwdeted by the GorortimTOt of Indlfc tn th ir EeeDlntJcm, 
1904, ca the enbjeci of the CTQpkijTnent ol Indien 
in the h(gi>er gndee of the Pnbllo Bnrrioe iro faioon«l*tenb with 
^oee leid down in the PtriienumtejT Blatot* ol 1833 end th 
ProckiiuuoD of 1868 by the late Qo^m Empree., and thij 
OOT«T^ enteie ite leepeotfol but eapWlo proteet an 

to explain away pledget eolemcly given bv the 6o«rceiffn 
ana nniainent to the people of thla oonnby and to tteriate Croni 
amngementt deliberately airired at by the Oorenatafeat after a 
earrfol examlBatlon of the wh 1* qoetUon by a Pnbllo Oomeiiaaioa, 
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{h) TIni (hi** ('r>»j,'n '•» i« u{ (lint llic tnu' hmik for 

Jjiiuix I'VK-tini' llii'itu Kil JiTid iidiiuiii' intn !• omIh It'*** III tlu' u idt>r 
<injdo\m<iii of Indintic iii tlio litir!ii*r linim lo'-t of tlio rntmirv’*i 
>-( riii't* nod o lull' t oiinii nnir n ith pri moiik { 111 nr^rnif,' 

t)i it iiniiu dint" offi < I ^lnlllld In ftiiii ti' till' lU ‘Jidiil ion of tlio 
ffoiiK* of f’lintnioi H of Jnd fnii" n fiuoiir of Inddiiif' the* 

loinpi titno i’\nniiirilioii« for i-innt' in Indin f tiiinltain oii«h in 
Lni,itiiid tiinl in Indi i thiK ( oni'n"'‘» jdiu ( •' on ri i ord 1 1*1 linn 
coiuntion ill'll tli" onh i- iliHfoi tori i-nlnlion of iIhh ijik '■ tion m to 
lio found 111 till rcori'iinO' iiioii of ilio liidiin Pivd Siriuo, wliuh 
plioidd It" r> I oiiHtifiilod on n doicnlnili "d It isip, it*- jinliciid 
film lion* in ilo iin iiitini" l>i inir p mU tniiipf"! r> d (o pcrponH \\ )io 
hin o lit < n tnim d in ili" profi t'“n»n of 1/ 1 \\ 

(i ) 'J'li it tlii« Coiitrn PM doplon M tin nliolilioii of tlio 
< oinpotiln ( lief for til" IVo tin ml Sorvno in iiioMt I’rm im os of 
India l’n«t otpi'ni'in" has ninph oplahlisln d lli" fait tlial a 
MPtom of G(nirnimnt noiiiinatioii di jri iii'mlop, in tlio Hpocial 
( m iiniPtnm I M of tlnM coiinln, into a h\ sli in ofapiioiniini nt li,\ 
oDk nil favour, and llup, liv hniifjinj' unlit im ii into tlio Scrvii i>, 
inipurs tlio I'lhciiniv of tho ailiniiiiMlnitioii, and in addition 
ttiifairlv iliscrt’dits the IUiiom'- of IndiaiiM fir hit'll olhie Thia 
Coiif'n thoiiifon', ronpi cifiillv iir^rf a tho (ioMTiinioiit of India to 
ro«tor< tile coinpititne tost for tho I’lm iiicnl Sen ii e, v\ horevoi 
it Ins hoon abolialiid 

Education 

n That thia CoiiRroRa, while tlinnkiiifj the Govcniniont of 
India for tho incieaped oiitlaj on Prinnirv Kdiicatioii, proiniaed in 
tlioir llcaolntion of !Mnivh last, and for the inatitiilioii of ten 
Teclmital ficliolarships for the atiidv of technical arta and 
indiistiies in foroif^n coiiiitriea, repeata its protcat of last }eai 
nftainst the retroffrade policy adopted hj Gov eniinent in regard to 
Higher Ediitation, as c ilciilated to otlicinliso tho governing bodioa 
of the Universities and to lestrict tho scojie of University Education 
generally , and the Congress placca on rtcoid its cinpliatic oinnion 
that in view of the largo surpluses which the Govoriimont are now 
realising year after year, it la tlicir clear duty to make a much 
larger allotment than at present out of jmblic funds for educational 
evipenditiiio so ns 

(а) to spread piimary edncntion more widoly^ among tho 
mass of the people, and to make a beginning m tlie direction of free 
and compulsory education , 

( б ) to make duo provnsion foi imparting instruction in manual 
training and in scientific agriculture , 

(c) to provide foi the better manning and equijiment of 
Government Colleges and High Schools so ns to make them really 
model institutions , 
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(d) to e*tiUUh tt on* oentnl fnlij-Malpped 

Poljteohnk Initlttrto Jn the eoontij iritJi minor Toolmfcnl BcliooU 
md OolleffM In different Prorlnco* 

Boonomlo filtaatlon 

III That t>iia Ocmfrron (■ of opinion that the deplonUe 
poTorty of tbo pcroplo of thU eoimtiy !• mainly do* to the drain nf 
wealth from the conntry that haa gone on for yeara, to the decay 
of indJgenoitf artJ and Indnatrle* to omrHUSoaammt at land, and to 
the eireas toIt coatly charaoter of tho ayilem erf admlnlitration 
And the Oongren recornraenda the f Uowlng among other remedial 
meaianrea 

( ) That Qoremmont be pleaaed to afford greatei 
eneoaragomenta to odneatwo aa Indicated In the prerlonareaolntion. 

(i) That the Permanent Bettloment b« extended to inch 
pnrta of the country oa am now ripe for It, In aocordance with the 
condlffona laid d wn In tho Socretarr of Stale for ludto • 
potrhoa of I8ft3 and 1807 on tho *ob]ect j and that where OoTere 
b ont may atfll deem it loadrlaabU to iDtrednce the Pennannt 
Betti meat JndicUl rratrfctloo* be Impoaed cm oTer-flj aeaan ient. 

(c) That *tep« bo taken to emploT a mnoh larger nomher of 
Indiana in the hJgho bnmohea of the Poblk Berrke 

Ind«bt«dii««a of th« P«Jk»uati7 

TV Beaolred— That in rlew of the ahirmlng indebtedneaa of 
th peaaantry f the coemtry and of the fact that Urge nnmbera of 
them are forced t throw tfaenuwlros on State help at the first 
touch of acarcity thia Ooogreoa again earnestly endorse* the 
anggnatiem pat forward by the Famine U km in London that a 
earef 1 inquiry be directed by Otrrernmmt Into the oondlUon of a 
few typical TflUgea in different paria of India. 

IitdUnt to Brltlnh Oolonlo* 

V (o) That the Oongreaa, while noting with satiafaction the 
rolaiatian f reatriotkma recently ordered by the Goreroment of 
the AttStraHan Oomnumwealth In the case of Indian riritors to 
AnatralU, pUoea on record Its deep regret that Indian Settlers— 
obloota of Hla Majesty the King Emperor— shoold oontfnae to be 
snbjected to harassing reetrfctioD* and denied tho ordinary right* 
of Britl h cltl enjhlp in HI* llajeaty^ a Ooloniea. 

(6) In perticalar thl* OongrsM record* tk moat emphatfo 
protest against the threatened enf reemeni, In an aggrsTsted form 
f the anU IndUn legUUtion of the Ute Boer Gorsmraent of the 
Trnneraal by the BrltUh Govemment. In riew of the fact that oo* 
of the deoUrad causes of tbo recent Boer War wa* the treatment 
meted out to tho Indian subject* f tho Kin g Emperor by the 
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Gorernmont of that Repubbc, and in vievr also of the admitted 
lojTilty of Indian Settlers in South Africa and the great help 
rendered by them during the War, this Congress fervently prays 
that the British Parliament tviII insist on a just and equal tieatment 
being secured to Indian settlers m that Crown Colon}' 

(c) In this connection the Congress tenders its sincere 
thanks to the Government of India and the Secretary of State for 
India for their firm stand in the interests of Indian emigmnts, and 
the Congress earnestly trusts that they will not relav their efforts 
in the matter till a satisfactory solution is leached 

Deaths of Mr J N Tata and Mr W Digby 

YI That this Congiess places on record its sense of profound 
sorrow at the death of Mr J N Tata, whose great sernces to the 
industrial development of India ns also his enlightened philan- 
thropy and patriotisih the conntiy wiU gratefully remember 
This Congress also records its deep gnef at the death of 
Mr William Digby, in whom the people of India have lost an 
earnest and devoted champion of their cause 

Secretary of State’s Salary 

VII That this Congress, while protesting against the injustice 
of chargmg the cost of the India Office in London to the revenues 
of this country, when the Colonies ore evempted from any share of 
the cost of the Colonial Office, places on record its opinion that the 
whole of tho salary of the Secretary of State for India should be 
borne on the English Estimates 

Surplxises 

Yin (a) That, m the opmion of this Congress, the large and 
recurring smpluses of the last six years — amountmg in all to about 
twenty millions sterling — so far from being the result of anv 
increased prosperity of the people, are only an indication of tho 
fact that the level of taxation in the country is maintained much 
higher than is necessary, inasmuch as these surpluses have been 
rendered possible mainly, if not exclusively by the artifacial 
appi eciation of the rupee, and the consequent saving of betn oen 
three and four millions a year on the Home lemittancos of the 
Government of India 

(6) That both for the sake of ginng relief to the classes n hich 
have suffered most from the currency policy of the Goi emment and 
to romoie from the path of Gorernmont a direct temptation to in- 
crease expenditure, nhich the existence of large surpluses year after 
jear undoubtedly constitutes, this Congress stronglj urges (1) a 
further reduction m the salt duty, (2) a reduction in the land rei enuc 
demand of the State in those Provinces wheie the agriculturists 
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hare bad a aeHoJ of cahtmltona jroan | and (3) the abolition of the 
excise doUee cm ccrtion groda, 

(c) That till ooh redootloo U effected tho Oongnw nrgoi 
that part ot the aorplaaoa be dereted to parpoaca which rro^d 
dlrectiT benefit tho poopl . each a the prom >tioa f aclentifle, 
Rrlcnltural end inuoattial odocatlo and inctraaed facCHtica of 
Uodlcal rolief and that tho mat In om|dovw! In aaaUtlog Local and 
Hnnl ipal Boanla, whoHe resoorcoa hare been aorionalj crippled by 
f mtno and by the annoal recnnenco of plague to ondertaie 
urgently needed meeanrea of aanltary ref m and the Improromeut 
of meaiu of eommonication in tito Interior 

BeprMttntatlon 

IX. That in the opini n of tho Congreea, tho time baa arrlred 
when the people of thU coo try ahonld be aDowed a larger ndee In 
th admlnutration and control of the affair of tbeir coontry by 

( ) Tha beatcnml on each Prorlnce or Pieaidenoy of India of 
th« franchiee to ntoro at leavt trro uembera to the Engliah Hooaa 
of Commoni. 

(b) Jm enUrgement of both the Sopreme and FToriaclal 
Legitlatire Coiuiclla — fDcroaalDg the nomber of DOD>offlelal 
nembera tberoln, and girlug them the right to dlride the Oensen 
In nil financial matcera coming bef re them — the Head of the 
Ocrernment ooneerned poaeeacing tb povorofreto. 

(c) The appointment f fDdiaB repiraentatirea (who ahall be 
nomlnat^ by th elected membera of the Legialatl e OonuoHa) aa 
Kembera of the India Oocmefl to Loodon and of the Hxeoutire 
Ooimrila of th (Jorernoiont of India and th Goremmenti of 
Bombay and Uadnu 

Tibetan AJIalra land Forwxnl Policy 
X That thli OongToea eapreaaea Ita profound regret that in 
the caae of the recent ^batan Expedition the object of the Act of 
166S hi prorldlng that India a rerenaea ahall oot be apeni ontoide 
tho StatntoTT llmita of India, excrot to repel foreign aggieaakm, 
without the preri oa aanction of Parliament, waa firoatrated in 
practico by the Goremm t continnnig to doaoribe the Expedition 
aa a P litloal lliaamn, tfll it waa do longer poasible for Parlla 
moot to withhold lU HDction to tha ceaulrod xpanditure and that 
Indian reronuea were thaa nnjaatlflably depri ed of tho protection 
conatJtutkinallj teoured to them. Thia Congroaa farther plaoaa cm 
record lU rogrot that the Hooae of C mmona refnaod to contxibutB 
from tb Imperial Excbeqoer exeii s portian of tha coat of that 
Sxpadition when it waa In farthannea of Imperial Intoroati and to 
carry ont an Imparlal policy that tha Brpedlticm had bean 
nndartakaa. 
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The Congress protests strongly against this injustice and all 
the more because it apprehends that the Tibetan Expedition was 
but part of a general forn ard policy, which, with the Missions to 
Afghanistan and Persia, threatens to involve India in foreign 
entanglements, which cannot fail to place an intolerable burden on 
the Indian revenues and prove in the end disastrous to the best 
interests of the countiy 

Police Reform 

XI This Congress places on record its deep regret that the 
Report of the Police Commission has still been withheld by the 
Goiemment from the public, though it is now tvo years since the 
Commission reported, and though portions of it have found then 
nay into the columns of papers beyond the reach of the Official 
Seci-ets’ Act 

In new of the great urgency of a thorough reform of the Police 
force of the country, in view further of the large public interests 
involved in a satisfactory solution of the question and the obvious 
necessity in consequence of giving the public ample opportunity to 
express its news before the authorities proceed to foimulate a 
scheme of reform, in new, finally, of the fact that all public 
criticism expressed after the subject has been considered by both 
the Groiernment of India and the Secretary of State for India is 
bound to be nrtually ineffectiie, this Congress earnestly mges the 
publication of the Commission’s Report without any further delay 

Military Expenditure 

XII (a) That this Congress regards with grave alarm the 
heai y and continuous increase that has been taking place year after 
year m the Military burdens of the country and that in the opinion of 
this Congress the present Jlilitaiy Expenditure of India is beyond 
her capacity to bear 

(b) That the Congress can only contemplate with dismay all 
further proposals to throv fresh burdens on the revenues of India 
in connection with Army expendituie, and it enters its earnest 
protest against thi owing the cost of the proposed Army reorganisa- 
tion scheme of Lord Kitchener on the Indian Exchequer 

(c) That as the strength of the Army maintained m India 
and the measures that are from time to time adopted to improve 
its efficiency are determined, not by a consideration of the military 
needs and i-equirements of India, but for upholding British 
Supremacy in the East, as morcovei, largo bodies of British troops 
have, in recent y ears, been temporarily w ithdrawn, with perfect 
safety and without impeiilling the peace of the country', for service 
outside the statutory limits of India, this Congress is of opinion 
that the time has come when the British Parliament should seriously 
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condder the Jottlco and pcdtcj trf a aabatantUJ contribution 

to^rdj Array Ubnrgci In Indbu 

a*p»mUoD of Jodloud axkd Bxoootlv* Fnnetioiu 

XIII That thli Conprc*' concnrrhjB with prrTtouaCongrewa, 
apTwaU to tho Q rrmmenl of Indlaand lb* Bwrctary of 8tit* not 
W dcl%T nny lontfor the BopanUoTL ot Fjcecntlre and Jadkfal 
Foncticrai In tl e adralnl tmtion of Oriralnal Jutlcn thededrmWIfty 

f which haa Iiotn frcqimiiUT admitted by Oorerntneni and the 
praottcflblHtv of offecting which with a rory Inappreciable Incroaae 
>f orpe lltnro if any hjw been ropootedly ah wrn 

Tb« Partftton of Bontfal 

XIV T*hat thi Congreaa rttcorda Ua emphalte pcoteat agalnat 
thpjrapukal of tl 0 Oorommont of India, for the Partition of Banffal 
In any manner whataoerer That the pjuptw ala are riewed with 
preak alnrm br tbe peof lo, M tbe dlridlm of the Beandl hathm 
Into aeiairate onltj wBl aariooaiy laterfc re with Ita aoclal, Intellectnal 

nd raatarUl projfreta, InroWlnp iKr k>aa of Tariooj eonatitntjonal 
ed oth r rigbta aod prirHegea wbioh ike Prortooe baa ao long 
ertjorad and ^il bardoa the contrj with heavy eTpesditare frhteh 
th Indhcn Uz ensoot at aU aflord. 

The Oo greu la of opinion that no Cane haa been made ont for 
the PartitkiD of lieoj^ hot If the jir e aa nl coaatltntioiiof the Sengai 
Goremoent ii conaKend Inadeqoate for the efirimt admln^ra 
tion ot the Prorlnoe the remedy Uea noi in any redlttribotiun of 
lu t erritc rioa, bet In organl ehangea in tie form of theGorera 
meet, ench aa the ccmreralon of the Lieuttmant-GoTernarahip of 
Beng^ Into a Oorrunorablp wtth an Exeenttre Qowcll Ifte that 
f Bombay and Madrna. 

Datamation to Enmituiil 

XY That, looking to tb Dear approach of a General Eldctlcm 
in flngian'i, and to tha rital importanee at thl^ criaii, of bringing tb* 
iaira of India before tbe Electora, before the Parilainentary 
C-andidatea, and before tbe political leaden it la orjwdlent that 
the Oongreaa ahould depnte tnutwortby and expetianced repceamit 
are* ncrtobiatod br tbe dlflarent Prorincea to be praaant la 
ingiand for thia pnrpoae, bafora nd during the elactkm j and that 
I fond of n t leaa t h a n Ba. 80,000 abonld be raieed to meet tha 
lecewary aipenaea of au^h Depnta Hrm. 

Blaotios at MamBar* to the Brttiah Parliaanaiit 

That thl# Oongieaa declrea to accc irj ita raoat cordial 
mpport to the candidatnwa of Mr Baikbhal Naorojl few Utath 
lAmbeth, fiiT Henry Ootton for Xottingham and Sir John Jardto* 
lor Boabnjghahlre andappaale to tbe lootoca<7f tbeasoonatihtencie* 
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that in the interests of the people of India, they 'will be pleased to 
return them to Parliament, so that they may not only lo} ally serve 
them, bnt represent in some manner the people of a country which, 
though a part of the British Empire, has no direct lepresentati’i e 
in the British Parliament 

Thanhs to the British Committee 

XVII That tins Congiesa desues to convey to Sn William 
Wedderhum and the other members of the British Committee 
its most grateful thanks for then disinterested services in the 
cause of om political advancement. 

And that a sum of £700 be assigned for the expenses of the 
British Committee and that the several Congress cn-cles do 
contiibute the amount allotted to each 

Appointment of General Secretary and Joint 
General Secretaries 

XVIII That this Congress reappomts Mr A 0 Hume, C B , 
to be General Secretary and Mr D E Wacha and the Hon 
Ml. G K Gokhale to be Joint General Secretaries of the Congress 
for the ensuing year 

Constitution of the Congress 

XIX That the question of the Constitution of the Congress be 
referred for report to a Committee consisting of the following 
gentlemen 

Bombay 

Sir PM Mehta 
Mr D E Wacha 
Hon !Mr G K Gokhale 
Hon Mr Ibrahim Rnhimtulla 

Madras 

Mr C Sankaran Nair 
Mr Knshnasn anil Iyer 
Jlr M Viramghaia Chan 
Nawab Syed Mahomed 

Bfngal 

Bnbn Suicndmnath Baiinerji 
Hon Jlr A m b 1 k a c li a r a u 

Mn7umdar Mi R M Mudliolkar 

Babu Baikuntlianath Sen All M V Joshi 

Mr Abdul Kasim Mi M K Padlna 

33 


Pan JAB 

Lala Lajpat Rai 
Mr Dharmadas 
Lala Harkishan Lai 


United Provinces 

Babu Gangnprasad Vaima 
Hon Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malav lya 
Ml S Smha 


Bfuar and Cfntrac. Promnces 
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Tha Iloxt SMsion of tho Oonfron 

XX That the Twontjr-flrat Indian National Congnn do 
aaMmblo on atreh dar after Chriatinaa Daj lOUo oa maj be latrr 
detonninod open, t BenarM 

X\I Thanka to tbe Beceptkm CoTninlttoe and tboee wbohare 
hi rariooi waja awdatod tt. 

Bj tho Ihraldont. 

XXTT Thanka to the Prealdent. 

Fmlde t ■ roplj* in cloa] th proceedJnga. 



CHAPTER XXI 


In the sacied City of Kashi, the modern Benaies, the 
Twenty-first National Congress gathered together 
^ays the Official Report 

The Congress met at a great crisis in the political 
fortunes of this country Never since the daik days of 
Lord Lytton’sYiceroyalty had India been so distracted, dis- 
contented, despondent , the victim of so many misfortunes, 
political and other , the target for so much scorn and 
calumny emanating from the highest quarters — its most 
moderate demands ridiculed and scouted, its most reason- 
able prayers greeted with a stiff negati\ e, its noblest aspira- 
tions spurned and denounced as puie mischief or solemn 
nonsense, its most cherished ideals hurled down from their 
pedestal and trodden under foot — never had the condition 
of India been moie critical than it was dm mg the second 
ill-staried administration of Lord Curzon The Official 
Secrets Act uas passed in the teeth of unii ei sal opposi- 
tion It was condemned by the n hole Press — Indian and 
Anglo-Indian — protests from all quarters poured in, but 
Lor’d Curzon was implacable, and the Gagging Act n as 
passed Education "vas crippled and mutilated, it vs as 
made expensn^e and it was officialised , and so that most 
effective instrument for the enslavement of our National 
interest, the Indian Universities Act, was passed, and the 
polic}' of checking if not altogether undoing the noble 
noik of Bentinck, Macaulay and Loid Halifax, winch for 
more than half a century has been continued with such 
happy results to the country, came in full swing 
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On the 27tli 2bth 29tli nnd 30th of December, 
1905 7o8 delegntes gathered on the noble olifT of 
Rajghar dominating Gangaram’s rolling flood and 
the eye looking upwarda rented on tlio great enmng 
bank the Creiitent Moon, crowned with temples nnd 
stately dwelling plnciw They came thither as follows 
from 


Bongnl 209 

UP 203 

Panjftb (104) and N W F P (1) 105 

C P (44) Bemr (16) and SecniHlomhad (S) 04 

Bombay (05) and Sindh (16) 110 

iladrBB (04) and Mysore (1) 65 

Bnrmti 2 


758 

(The list gives 757 hut No 006 is repeated in error ) 
Mnnshi Modho IaI was the Chainnnn of the 
Reception Committee and made a very brief speech 
of welcome asking I'andit Biehambhamath to propose 
tlie President-elect Very Avorm were the words with 
which he proposed end Mr Homesh Ohandra Dntt 
seconded the Hon Mr Gopal Krishna (Jokhale they 
were followed by Serdar Gomcharan Bingh Mr Ik N 
Mndholkar and Mr G 8abram&nia Iyer and then 
the idol of India took the Presidential chair amid 
reeonnding cheers and dehvered one of the most 
notable speeches to which the Congress had listened 
daring the twenty-one years of its existence 

Mr CioLhale remarked that he was called to take 
charge of the vessel of the Congress with rocks 
ahead and angry waves boating aronnd and invoked 
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the Divine guidance He then, aftei a few woids 
of homage to tlie Prince and Princess of Wales, then 
visiting India, and of lespectfiil velcoine to the new 
Yiceroj’’ and Lady Minto, turned to tlie adiiiinistratioii 
of Loid Ciiizon, 311st closed vStein and scathing was 
his veidict 

Gentlemen, hon true it is that to evei} thing there is 
an end ' Thus even the Viceioynlty of Loi d Cm zon has 
come to a close ' For seven long 3 ears all e3'es had con- 
stantlj' to turn to one masteiful figure in the land — now 
in admiration, now in astonishment, more often in angei 
and in pain, till at last it has become diflScult to lealise 
that a change has lealJv come For a paiallel to such an 
administration, ve must, I think, go back to the times of 
Aurang/ebe in the history of our own countij' Theie 
we find the same attempt at a rule excessively centralised 
and intensely personal, the same stienuous purpose, the 
same overpowering consciousness of duty, the same 
mai vellous capacity for w oik, the same sense of loneliness, 
the same persistence in a policj' of distiust and repiession, 
resulting in bittei exasperation all round I think even 
the most devoted admirei of Loid Ourzon cannot claim 
that he has stiengthened the foundations of British rule 
in India To him India Avas a countr3 

where the Englisliman was to monopolise for all time 
all pow'er, and talk all the while of duty The Indian’s 
only business was to be governed, and it was a saciilege 
on his part to have any other aspiration In his scheme 
of things there was no 100m for the educated classes of 
the country , and having failed to amuse them for any 
length of time by an empty shoiv of taking them into his 
confidence, he proceeded in the end to lepress them 
Even in his last farewell speech at the BycuUa Club m 
Bombay, India exists only as a scene of the Englishman’s 
labours, with the toiling millions of the country — eighty 
per cent of the population — in the background The 
remaining twenty per cent, for aught they aie worth, 
might as w^ell be gently swept into the sea ’ 
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Mr Gokliale tore into sbrcda the attempt to 
aepamte the odocated from the nnedticated Indiana, 
and pointed oat that the suggeation that the fonner 
were opposed to the latter was nnreel and ndiculous ” 
and that the naeful meosares of winch Lord Cnrxon 
boaated had been persiatently urged by the Congress 
Taming to the Partition of Bengal he denounced it as 
a cmel wrong and indignantly llnng bocV Lord 
Carron’s false aaflertion that the agitation wai 
manufactured ” declaring that nothing more intense 
widespread and apontaneoua hnd been seen in Indian 
pobtical agitation Mentioning the remarkable men 
who had come forward agamst the Partition, he 
exclanned 


If the opinions of eren soch aeo are to be brushed 
aside with contempt, if all Indians are to be treated 
as no better than dumb^ dnren rattle if luen, whom 
any other country would delight to honour are to 
be thus mode to reeltso the otter humiliation and 
holpleftsneas of their poeition lo tbeir own, then all 
I can say is Goodbye to all hope of co-operating 
in any way with tho bnreancraoy in the interests 
01 the people 1 I can conceive of no graver mdict 
mont of British rule than that moh a state of thing* 
should be Monble after a hundred years of that rnlel 
The tremendoufi ^hearal of popular feeling 
place in Bengal in coneeqnence of the 
ra^tio^ will oonetitute a landmark in the historr of our 
fj^onal progress. lor the first time since British rale 
all sections of the Indian commarnty withoot 
n on of caste or creed, have been moved by a 
common impulse and withont the stimnlus of external 
act together m offering resistanoe to s 
common wrong A. wave of true national consciousness 
^ swept over the Province and, at its touch old bamers 

have for the time at any rate, been thrown down, per^ 



Wfi rWTJNTY-FIEST CONGRESS 


419 


jealousies have vanished, otlier contiovorsies have been 
hushed ' Bengal’s heioic stand against the oppression of 
a harsh and uncontrolled bureaucracj' has astonished and 
gratified all India, and her sufterings have not been 
enduied in vain, ivhen they haie helped to draw closer all 
paits of the country in sympathy and in aspiiation A 
gieat rush and upiising of the vaters such as has been 
recently witnessed in Bengal cannot take place without 
a little inundation ovei the banks here and there These 
little excesses aie lne^^table when laige masses of men 
move spontaneously — especially when the movement is 
fiom darkness into light, from bondage tow ards freedom 
— and they must not be allowed to disconcert us too much 
1'he most astounding fact of the situation is that the 
public life of this counti’y has received an accession of 
strength of great impoitance, and for this all India owes 
a deep debt of gratitude to Bengal 

Speaking of the Swadeshi movement, Mr Grokhale 
justified the boycott as a political weapon, to be 
used only at the last extiemity, and with strong 
popular feeling behind it 

The devotion to Motherland, which is enshrined in the 
highest Swadeshi, is an influence so profound and 
so passionate that its veiy thought thrills and its 
actual touch lifts one out of oneself India needs 
to-day above everything else that the gospel of this 
devotion should be preached to high and low, to Prince 
and to peasant, m town and in hamlet, till the Service 
of Motherland becomes with us as overmastering a 
passion as it is in Japan 

Turning then to the Congress movement, 
Mr Gokliale traced it to the National consciousness 
quickened by the beloved Lord Ripon Hope at 
that time was warm and faith was bright ” that by 
urging reforms Indians could win a steady progress 
towards pobtical emancipation "Much had hajipened 
to chill that faith and dim that hope,” yet the 
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now rKDLA. TTBonaHT roE tbeedou 


people no\v renlued the idcft of n United India 
working for her *tnlvntion Adrance ■would be 
gradual but the resources of the country most 
be devoted to it and the people edneated For a 
handred years Fngland bad ruled India but four 
villages out of every five were withont n school honfle 
and seven cliHdren out of eight grow np in ignorance 
India should be governed first and foremast in tlie 
interests of the Indians themselves Tins result 'will 
be achieved only in proportion as 'we obtain more 
and more voice m tlie Qovominent of our country 
That the Charter Act of 1838 ai>d the 
Qneen s ProcUmatinn of 185b have created in the eyes of 
reactionary rulers a most inconTenient situation ib clear 
from a blunt deolnratmn which onothor Yireroy of India, 
the laio Lord Lyttou made in a confidential document 
and which has since seen the light of day Speaking of 
our claims and expectations based on tlie pledges of the 
Sovereign end the Parliament of England he wrote 
“ "We all know tliat these claims and expectations never con 
or will be fuldllecL We have hsd to choose between 
prohibiting them [the Natives of India} and cheating 
them and we ha-ve clioeen the least straightforward 
course Since I am writing confidentially T do 

not hesitate to say that both the Government of England 
and of India appefir to me up to the present moment 
unable to answer Batisfaclorfly the charge of having taken 
sverv means in their power of breaking to the heart the 
■woros of promise they hsd uttered to the ear ” We 
acc^t Loid Lytton as an unimpeachable authority on the 
conduct of the Government in evading the fulfilment of 
the pledges. We deny his claim to my down that our 
olsims and eipectationa never can or wiU be fulfilled 

Our whole future it i» needless to say is bound up 
with this question of the relative position of the two races 
in this country The domination of one race over another 
eipecioUy when there is no great disparity between 
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theu intellectual endo'svmeuts oi their geneial civilisation 
— inflicts great injuiy on the subject race in a thousand 
insidious wa 3 ’’s On the tnoial side, the piesent situation 
IS steadily destroying our capacity foi initiative and 
dwarfing us as men of action On the material side, it 
has resulted in a fearful impoverishment of the people 
For a hundred j'-ears and more now India has been for 
members of the dominant i ace a country v here fortunes 
were to he made, to he taken out and spent elsewhere 
As in Ireland the evil of absentee landlordism has in the 
past aggravated the lacial domination of the English 
over the Irish, so in India what may be called absentee 
capitalism has been added to the racial ascendancy of 
Englishmen A great and ruinous dram ctf wealth 
from the country has gone on for many years, the net 
excess of exports over imports (including treasure) 
during the last forty years amounting to no less than a 
thousand millions sterling The steady rise in the death- 
rate of the countiy — from 24 per thousand, the average 
for 1882-84, to 30 per thousand, the average for 1892- 
94, and 34 per thousand, the present average — is a 
teriihle and conclusive proof of this continuous impoverish- 
ment of the mass of oui people India’s best interests 
— material and moial — no less than the honour of 
England, demand that the policy of equality for the 
two races promised by the Sovereign and by Parliament 
should be faithfully and couiageously carried out 

Ml Gokliale then turned to the buieauciacy, and 
bitteily blamed the system, adding that “ the 
buieauciacy is growing fiankly selfish and openly 
hostile to their [the educated classes] national 
aspirations It was not so in the past ” And he 
spoke of the different feeling within bving memoiy, 
when the luleis looked foiward to India’s Self- 
Government It was pietended that the people weie 
indifferent, but “ Avliat the educated Indians think 
to-day, the rest of India thinks to-moirow ” 
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lleeolution dealt with the Pnblio Service 

question and wafi moved by Mr Jv M Saraarth, who 
dealt fieverely with Lord Curxon s imolent treatment 
of the Proclamahon of IftSS saying tlmt * happily 
for hiB Lordship and unhappily for India, we are not 
Imng in the days of Borke and Shendan Otherwise 
one conld well imafpne the fate that would probably 
hare befallen the late Viceroy on his return to 
England after trifling with the Queen s Proclamation ^ 
Pandit Bishan Namynna Dlmr seconded pointing to 
the eminent fndians who were debarred from holding 
high appointments in the Pnbbc Semce of their own 
country’ Mr J Simeon and the Hon Mr K R 
Qurnawami iayar snpportwl and the Resolntion wa» 
earned The Congreta then adjonmed 

On the third day Mr G Snbmmanio I) er moved 
Resolntion \ II dealing with the fasJiion in which 
the artificial surpluaea were disposed of and referred 
to Mr QokJiale s speech m the previous year as the 
basis of his own ilr R ilndholkar seconded 
deploring the nnsoundneiw of Indian finance and 
pointing oat that expenditure grew from mQitary 
extravagance and high berths for Europeans while 
education was starved, Mr Mathura Das supported 
and the Resolution was enmed 

Mr H A Wadia mo>ed Resolution YHT on 
the hopeless subject of military expenditure and 
asked that the 10 millions aterbng sanctioned for 
military purpose* be spent m edncation and in 
reducing the ryoU' burdens On speaking for the 
voiceless milbous, * he said it is not so ranch a 
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dcviro to ns n ■'.uK’d duty wliicli 

^^o U‘']inc lo ]HM fonn H>ni Xainbun 

sccondod, iiigine; ()i:it .i laigi* anii\ was not needed to 
seeme infernal peace, ^\lmt Asa*' an aimy in a 
popul.dion of 300 millions’ 'Dio loialli of these was 
India 't> defence After speeches lioin Messis N B 
llanade <ind Kiishmi l>aldo\ A in ina, tlio Kesolution 
was earned 

Besolution IX was on the South Afiican 
troubles growing woise each } ear, tlie conditions of 
the Indians being far worse than under the Boeis, 
urged Ml !Madan]it ^fr B X Sarnia spoke out 
boldly, waining Bngland that in the Empiie there 
could not be permanently a racial supiemacy, one 
race dominating anothei ‘‘If we are true to our- 
selves, then the lace wdiith lias pi odneed the great 
philosopheis, the greatest statesmen and the greatest 
w'aniois shall not cioncli for this oi that favour at 
the hands of other peojile It is then and then alone 
that the South African problem, as well as other 
Indian problems wall find their best solution ” Well 
spoken indeed Then, and only then 

Dr B S Mun]i leinaiked that Indians as a Nation 
were boycotted, both in and out of India, Foreigners 
in India dominated and ruled, and Indians in foreign 
countiies w^ere ruthlessly boycotted “Ouriulersdo 
not believe that w’'e are men The Resolution was 
carried 

Mr Romesh Chandra Dutt gave a charm even 
to our old friend the separation of Judicial and 
Executive functions, embodied in Resolution X, and 
34 
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now iKDrA wnotronr ron fritdojc 


the Hon Mr Setalwad duly seconded it Dr Satiah 
Chandm. Bantier]i supported urging the need to mate 
British justice ‘v)nnd Mr Bishnupada Chntterji 
added eome instances of the nuscamuge^ of justice 
and the Resolution powed — ns nsnnl 

Police Reforms were entrusted to their old cham 
pion Mr S Smlia and ho niored Resolution 21, and 
said how hitterh the Police Commission had dis- 
appointed them constituting a spetml Police Semce 
from whit h Indiana ehoiild l)e excluded liord Canon’s 
rorjw d reserved to Europeaua Messrs Jogiah 
Ishwar Samn !Nnrgonti Knr A C Pnrtlinsarathi 
"Naidu and Kalrprosanna Kavynhislmrad, all spoke to 
it and the Resolution was camed 

Resolution XII against the I’artition of Beugal was 
moved by Mr ^urendmuath Banntrji os soon as the 
shouts of Bande ilatarara ’ nllcnved him to qieGk 
With passionate eloquence Ii© voiced the anger of his 
people and declared tlmt ogitation should never stop 
until the Partitiou was cnucclled He proved to be a 
true prophet and the cancollntion m 1911 proved 
whatagitabon could do even in India under coercion 
and an autocracy He described the grief and 
excitement in Calcutta the shops were closedf 
the domestic hearth waa not ht food was not 
cooked ” The Government was huay forging m- 
stmmeutB of repreeeiou laying tlie foundation for tlie 
luanguration of a reign of torror Meetings were 
prohibited Sankirtan processions stopped thesmging 

of*' Bande Ifataram punished, boys pro-Beented and 
sent to gaol Tliej believed God was with them, and 
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“linn foitilu'd 1 a '^in li Itnln'l .itid w oi Km^ niuloi siicli 
tnii\ K turn nrc trit'^i'-Iilih* iiinl im\ m< ihle , tlinu' is no 
(l.vujjnr \\ liu 1\ tloA an' noi (<> no 

(hllicmltN ulmli Uit \ .uo not jnop.iu'd fo sunnonnt” 

Mr A ('liotullini 1 st.( in .i will} speccli, 
,vucl Mosers \ikunth.vn.\th 8on. C’ 

IJiliadni), S iSinli.i, Had n ii Ikikslu, Alnlnl Kasnn, 
X Miulliollciii (K.io Bahidni) and Xnssnniddin, 
\oicod, in fnu* indifrn.int piou^-j aftai .inotliei, tlu' 
angt'i and dctorniination (>f liulia X"ol often lias 
the Xational Congiess witnessed sneli a scene of 
excitement 

'J’lien CtUne Besolaiion XJli, piotesting .iganisf the 
lepiessive lueasnies ailopted to ciush tlu* antagonism 
that Loid Cui/on’s l\iann\ iiad cieated Pandit 
Madaii itloli.in !M,ila\na &howod, in inoMiigit, tlnvt not 
one act of \ lolence liad been committed 1)\ the people, 
in spite of all that had occnired Xo jiiotest was 
heeded, and as a last measnie of despaii the boj^cott 
of foreign goods nas adopted 'J’'hen came a senes 
of repiessive measuies, “peisecution is the only word 
that jou can use ” foi the measuies adopted Ear- 
nestly he hoped that tlie Goi ei nmeiit would put an 
end to the boycott by lemoving its cause 

Lala Lajpat Rai, seconding, congiatulated Bengal 
on its splendid opportunity of heialding a new 
political era foi the countiy Tlie Englisli had taught 
them how to lesist when they had a giievance, and 
the English expected them to show more manliness 
in their struggles foi liberty They must show that 
they were “no longer beggars, and that we are 
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Bub]©ct« oi an Empire where people are Btniggling to 
achieve that position which ib their right If other 
Provinces followed the example of Bengal the do> 
was not far distant when they would wm 

Messrs. H A Wndia W D A Klmro V Krishna 
Bwami Aiyar — ^who recoanted the example of Ireland 
and of China — A H GasnnM — who exposed the vio- 
lent and hysterical hehavioor of Mr Bamfyldo h ullor 
hiB threats and Ins mdeness to respectable men, 
whom he rated and insulted like ahnllj, blood 
shed might be necessarj he wild and the Gurkhas 
had been brought to check the state of affairs— 
Panday Bamaaran Lai and G S KJiapnrde all 
spoke the Resolntion was passed and the meeting 
adjourned 

The Congress met for the fonrth time on December 
80th and the President called on ilr Heromba 
Chandra Maitra to move Beeolotion XIV on Education 
which protested against the policv of officialising and 
reetnoting education thanked the Government for 
some special grants made though insufficient to meet 
the country’s needs and urged the reconimendatioua 
made by the Industrial Bduoation Committee and the 
establishment of a Polytechnic Institute with affiliated 
Bohools and colleges The mover made jv weighty 
and impressive speech remarking that amid t)ie 
exciting topics of the time the perennial importance 
of education must not be overlooked Higher 
education was openly restricted by the Government 
who regarded one college student to every 11 000 of 
the population as too large a proportion The 
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University Commission said that it was better to 
have a comparatively small numbei well educated than 
a laige numbei inadequately educated 

Is it better that a few men should hai e a surfeit of 
luxuiy and millions should staive, than that all should be 
moderately fed r' Is it bettor that a few healthy stiong 
giants should stride across the face of the country, and 
otheis should be so many skeletons ? Is it better that 
theie should be a fev saints in the countiy and the rest 
should be blackguards, than that all men should be of 
fairly good chaiacter ^ 

The question could not be better put The view 
taken by the Uimeisity Commission is opposed to 
eveiy modern tlieoiy of Society, tJiough it is easy to 
see why it should be the new of a foi eigii Goveinnient, 
detei mined to keep a Kation in bonds Mr Maitia 
said with impassioned eloquence 

'SVe aie denied admission into South African Re- 
publics , ue are denied admission into Australia Are 
we also to be denied admission into the Republic of 
Letteis ^ Are we not to be admitted freely to the 
franchises of the citi/enship of the great Republic of 
Letteis We claim, ive demand, that we should be 

helped to believe that the British Gevernment in 
India is a wise and humane dispensation and not 
a scourge for the punishment of the people for their 
foimer sms That is all we demand and ask for 
in this Resolution The noblest service which one man 
can lender to another, next to helping in the belief m the 
glory and goodness of God, is to unfold the doois of the 
t^emple of culture to a man, and the cruellest wrong that 
one can do for another is to withhold from him the boon 
of education, which is a solace to him in the days of 
sorrow, which is an augmentation in the days of ]oy, vhich 
IS always a friend and companion We demand that 
England shall not be deliberately guilty of that cruel 

VTcong 
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Mr D G Pondhyft seconded and after manj 
sound arguments against tlio officinlimn^ of odncntion 
remarVed that the aim w to mannfacture m 
India to manufacture from colleges and schools, 
submissive slaveB who will be willing instruments 
in the hands of despots who live upon the people of 
this conntrv ” Dr NUmtan Sircar snpporting, 
advocated industrial education pleading for an adapt 
ation of technical education as in Japan America and 
Qennauy ileasrs M K Patel Pamnnanda Ohatterji 
— who said that India's political salvation depended 
on moss education — and Nnreschnndm Sen sapported 
the Resolntjon which was carried 

Mr B G TOah who whs received mth an 
ovation says the Report moved Resolotion XV on 
Famine, Poverty Economic Enquiry and Land 
Revenue he urged the doty of Government to deal 
with the causes of poverty to ensure prosperity 
Governments would not be needed if there were 
umversal well being any more than doctors would 
he wanted if there were uo disease Pandit 
Gokamath seconded Messrs N K. Hamoswanii 
Aiyar BanVtu Prasad Rambhuj Dutt and K, N 
Deekmukh supported end the Resolution was 
earned 

The Hon Mr G R. Perekh moved and Mr Ah 
Muhammad Bhimji seconded Resolution XVI to 
relieve the Muhammadan pilgrims of the Bombay 
quarantine in view of the 10 days’ quarantine at 
Kamxan The Resolution was supported by Monln 
Abdnl Kayum and ifr G S Khare and passed 
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Resolution XVII, tlie Omnibus, was put from the 
Chair Ml K Venkata Rao proposed and Mr J IST 
Roy seconded Resolution XVIII, supporting Mr 
Dadabhai Naoro]!^ candidatuie at South Lambeth, 
and Ml D A Khare moved and Mr K Naia- 
3"ana Rao seconded Resolution XIX, thanking 
Mr Gr K Grokhale and Lala La3pat Rai foi 
their great services in England Mr M V Joshi 
then moved Resolution XX, appointing Mr Grokhale 
to be the Delegate of the Congiess to iiige the more 
piessing pioposals of the Congiess on the authoiities 
in England Mi C Vi]iaraghavachari seconded, and 
Sister Xivedita suppoited the Resolution, urging the 
Congiess to lemember the biith of Nationality iii 
Europe, an impulse against the Napoleonic movement, 
a century befoie, now history was repeating itself, 
and India must speak foi the salvation of Bui ope, 
for the English Empire must be Imperialism oi 
Nationality, Slaveiy of Nations or Freedom for the 
peoples of the earth 

Resolution XXI appointed a Standing Committee 
to promote the objects of the Congress thioughout 
the yeai Resolution XXII le-appointed the Secre- 
taries , Resolution XXIII thanked Sir William 
Wedderbuin and the Biitish Committee Then 
Mr Tatmdranath Choudhuri invited the next Con- 
gress to Calcutta, the Congiess gladly accepting 

Finally, Pandit Madan Mohan Malamya, in words 
of deepest gratitude and adiniiation, voiced the 
love and trust of India in the vote of thanks to 
the President, endoised by tumultuous applause , 
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Mr Snrendranflth Bauner]i iOcODded and Mr GoVhale 
T0ry bnsfly repliod Thus had tho T^rsnty first 
National Confess lU ending 

RCsoXiUnoNs 

ot Vetooin* to Tholr Roy«l Hl^nomsa* 
tho Prlnoo and Prlncon of Walo* 

I Rewired -That iKlj OonnieM reprt*entlng HU • 

Indian lubiecU of all racen^ croeda and commiinlde* tnoat bmnUj 
and leapncunUy offon tU lo^a) and dotlfol welcorna to Tbolr 
Hlfthnewi thq Pri eo and Prlncoaa of Waloa on Uib oocatlon of 
tbalr rialt to Indhu 

The Oonprcat U dwply toncbed by tho expreoiona of TbeU 
Hfsbnraaea •entfraonti or eortttai good wCf towanfa tto paopfo of 
India U confidant that the poraonal knowledge fpilned dnring the 
prieent tonr a III adoiiiiUte their ktndly Inteieat tn the welfare of 
{la people and it eapreaMa the ferrent hope that QU Royal 
Hig^eea wQl be gracMoaly pleoaed to nbmit, to HU Uajeaty tbo 
Hmporor tho eanteat prarer of tbU Confreea that the 
^nclplei of the Qaeane Pcoaiamatlon b« onTorctrd ta the 
GoTaramont of thU eoontry 

(a) That the Preaideat do tnhisU th« abore mnlotlon tn 
Hla Eo;al Ulghnftea by wire 

R«pr«««iitaticm 

IL Baaolred — That lo the pinion of thla Oongreae the time 
hfia arrirad fo a further expenalon and reforta of the Bnpwttie and 
Prorlndal I^gisUtlre OounciU ao that they may become rnoro 
wpreeentntire of the people, and tho nonwfficial mambert thereof 
may hare a real rolce ta the Ot Temment of tho countij The 
CcDgre« rtcommoBda an taereaae In tho number of nou-ofOoUl and 
elected mombera and tho grant to them of the right of dWdlng the 
CouuofU tn flnanoial matt r* coming before them j the head of the 
Gomrnment concerned poeeeaata|f the power of reto 

rv •ReeolTod— That In the opinion of thU OongioM the time 
faai arri ed when the people of India ahould bo tiuowed a larger 
Tolce { tho admfnUtratioai and control of the allnira of thetu 
coxmtay Irr 

(_a) The benowaJ on each of the Pforincee of Indk tha 
franchUe lo return at leeat two mamben to the Britlah Booaa of 
OommeoLL 
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(b) Tho nppomtmoTit of not los*^ than throe Indian gentlemen 
of pro\ od nlnlilj and c^porionco as incmhers of the Secretary of 
State’s Council 

(c) The appointment of tno Indians as inemberB of the 
Goicmor General's Exocutue Council and of one Indian as a 
member of the Executue Councils of Bombn\ and Jladras 

Exoise 

III Rosolied — That (n) this Cougioss, uhilo thanking the 
Government of India for the appointment of a Committee to 
enquire into Excise Administratioii in the soicial Proiinces of the 
country , regrets that its composition is cxclusmh olhcial and that, 
therefore, it cannot inspire full public confidence , 

(b) this Congress, concurring in the opinion of pi-cMous 
Congresses, expresses its deliberate coin iction that the i-ecognition 
of the pnnciplo of local option in practical admiiiistmtion and a 
large reduction in the number of existing liquor-shops are conditions 
precedent to anj satisfactory refoini in Excise Administmtion , 

(c) this Congress respcctfnllj uiges on the Goicmmeut of 
India the desirability of speedily caiTjnng out the principal 
proposals contained in Sir Frcdnck Lely’s memorandum of last 
year on Excise Administration , 

(d) that the Congress begs to protest against the ■nitual 
shelving, by the Government of India in its excentne capacity, of 
the Bengal Excise Bill, vhich has been -welcomed as a sound and 
progressive piece of temperance legislation 

Periodical Bnqmries 

Y Resolved — That this Congress is of opinion that to enable 
the Parliament to discharge more satisfactorily its responsibility in 
regard to the Goiemment of India, periodical Pailiamentary en- 
quiries into the condition of India should be revii ed, and the salary 
of the Secretary of State for India should be placed on the British 
estimates f'- 


Publlc Service 

YI Resolved — (a) That, in the opinion of the Congress, the 
principles and policy ennnciated by the Government of India m 
their Resolution, dated 24th May, 1904, on the Bub]ect of the 
employment of Indians in the higher grades of the Public Service, 
are inconsistent -witb those laid doivn in the Parliamentary Statute 
of 1833 and the Proclamation of 1 868 by the late Queen Empress, 
and this Congress enters its respectful but emphatic protest agamst 
an attempt to explain away pledges solemnly given by the 



4S4 now INDIA WEODOUT FOB PfiEEDOlI 

8o cretffti and r*rUflment to Uie people of thU countiT and to 
doriate from arrangeTDents doUheratelj lurirtKl at by the Uororn 
in nt after a camfol eianiltiatkra of th wh le jooatlon br a Ihiblhs 
CommlaaloQ 

(b) That thli Congrepa la f 1 1 kir that th true remedy 
(or many existing Btsaodal and adtninlatrat re erfla lltm In the 
wider cniploTmont erf IndMba Id the higher bianchet of the 
coantry’a aorrlco} awl while concnrrloff nlth lonrloua Congreaaoa 
In urging that Immediate ffeet hoold be gl ca to the J1 wlntlon 
of the Iloupe of Oommona f Xnd June 1S03 In fnronr of bolding 
the competltlre examhxatiuiu for the Cl dl Serrlee* Iranltanconaly 
in Engiand and In India, thia Cougreta place* on record Ita 6nn 
conrlotlon that the only aotlrfect ry rol tlonofthl (jncrtlon U to 
be f uud In the re-orgBnUatltin of tbo Indian Clrll Scrrlce which 
ahcmld be rtconatlluted on decontralUed basla Ita judicial 
fnnctkma in the meantime being portly tran forred to poraoni who 
hare been truined In the profcaion of law 

(e) That thU Cengrew conenrrlng in the trpinfctn of tho last 
Oosgreta depborea the abidUloai of the compoimre teat tor tb 
ProYindAl Serrlce. Paat erperlonee baa amply eataLliahed the f ct 
that a rr tern f GoremmcDt DootlD tloa doseserntra, is tbo 
ipeelal cimmataocea of thla cooDtiy Into a vratem of ppohitucnt 
by of&oial faronr and thus by hringlsg cnAt men into tbo Se n t e e 
mpalra the efflclctHy of ue adinlniatraticn and in addiUcm, 
nnuMy dltoedita th Qt»e«a of ledkaa for high offleo Tbla 
OotigreW, tierefore respectfully urge* the Goremment of India to 
restore tb competitiTe test tor the PrOTl o elal Berrice. 

Fiiutno* 

VIL Besohwd— That thla Onngreaa, while appreciating tbo 
action of the Go erntnent of India in pplying a portion of lie 
surphia rerenues last Uareh to aotne of the purposes reconimendo<l 
by the Congresa, it of opinion that the flnaiKial relief glren br 
It to tho tax payer* of thla country during tho last three year* has 
been most inadequate and the Cengresa reipet* that advantage bn* 
been taken of recent snrriluaes to increeae largely the mfUtnry 
eipenditnrw of the oocntiy r* so the salarir* of Enpopesm EciaU 
in teraral departroenta and create a Dumber of now posta for thorn, 
Ihe OoBgreaa urge* that any surplna that may arise in tho future 
•hoold, in th first place be ntiUsed f r parpose* of romlMlcm of 
taxatfan and, ^Nxmdly be devoted to objecta cfireotly benefiting the 
peopis, snob as Impirtl g sdentUo. Industrial and agricnltnral 
edneatfem providing tncxcaaed fccflltiea of msdlcad rellif and 
assisting Uunlcipal and Local Eoarda with granta to undartaka 
urgently nosdsd measTiret of sanitary tefomi, and ths impioTsmsnt 
CFt mssm of eommonkatkin in ths Intsrior 
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MiUtaiy 

Till Kcsohed— (fl) That tins Congi-oss, ■while rocording its 
cTii])lmtic protest ngaiiist aii\ climigo 11111011 weakens the siipremacj 
of the Ci\ il control o\ er the Jfilitnr^ authorities, is of opinion that 
the iiecessnrj Civil control cannot bo ndoqnatoh evercisod until and 
unless the represent atn es of tho tnv-pa^ ci-s are placed in a position 
to influence such contiol 

(h) That this Congress enrnesth repeats its protest against 
tho contimied incieaso in the nnlitarj expenditure, -which is 
iinnecessaii , unjust and box ond the capacity of the Indian people 

(r) That this Congress is distinctly of opinion that as the 
inilitarx expondifnro of this countrj is dotormined, not by its on n 
inilitni'\ needs and reqi.iromcnts alone but also by tho exigencies of 
British stipreinacx and Bntish policj in the East, it is only fair 
that a proportionate share of such expenditure should bo met oat of 
tho British Exchequer and sharod bj the Einpiio at large, instead of 
tho -whole of such expcndituio falling on a part of the Empire 
nhicli IS the poorest and the least able to bear it 

(d) That in \ icw of tho changed position of affairs in Asia, 
duo to tho recent -war botn con Russia and Japan and the Anglo- 
Japanese Treaty, this Congress earnestly urges that the large 
expenditure of 10 millions sterling sanctioned last veai for the Re- 
organisation scheme bo not no-w incurred, and the money be devoted 
to an extension of education in all its branches and reduction of 
the ryot’s burdens 

Indians in British Colonies 

IX Resolved— That («) this Congress, vrhile expiossing its 
sense of satisfaction at the passing by the Australian House of 
ropi esentatives, of a Bill to amend tho Laxv of Immigration so as to 
a-yoid hurting the susceptibilities of tho people of India, again 
places on record its sense of deep regiet that British Indians should 
continue to be subjected to harassing and degrading restiictions 
and denied the ordinal} nghts of Biitish citizenship in His 
Majesty’s Colonies The Congress paiticularly protests against the 
enforcement by the British Government of disabilities on the 
Indian settlers in the Transiaal and Orange River Croivn Colonies, 
■which -were not enfoiced oven under the old Boer rule, in spite of 
declarations by His Majesty’s Ministei that the treatment of tho 
Indian subjects of the King-Emperor by the Boer Government 
■was one of the causes of the late wai , 

(h) in view of the important part the Indian settlers have 
played in the dex elopment of the Colonies, their admitted loj alt} 
and peaceful and industrious habits, then useful and self-sacrificing 
services during the recent xvar, and, abox e all, the great constitution- 
al importance of the principle of equal treatment of all citizens of 



m 


no^ iHDu ^niODoiiT Fon feebdom 


tho Emrtro fuiprboro Id th# kinff* Domlulon*, thb Ootri^u 
rr«pectfDl1y Irat *trwig1j nrgom tho Oororomont of Indl* fcnd HU 
Holertj ■ Gorornment to Jntlit, hr probfUtlw? If neco«»T7 tho 
omjgmtkm of Indentaiod Ubonr oad •doptl other mUlUlory 
memeorpe, on tho rocopnltloD of tho otAtOJ of Indian omlfftonU « 
British oitUen In sll tho Oolonloo 

Wi^ 

X, Ileool «l-(a) That In the Of I Itm of thU Congroot o eotn 
pleto oepnifttlng f J dwlai tiom EibcoUto fnnotloQa most nerw bo 
cori 4 ed out wlthont fnrthor delaji (b) that thU Congress, 
cononrri g with prorlatt* Oongrooaps, nrgos that the Jodlelal 
Berrico In all parts of the 0000117 thoold bo racnlted from tho 
Legal profeosion nwro largal/ thaia at present, as the sjrtora of 
amiotnting GlriJlana Yrlthoot spocial legal trelning to high JndlcUl 
omcoa does not load to satisfaotoiy ad ml nist ration of Joatlce In 
tha HnSasoL 

PoUo« 

XI Basolrod — That this Oongreas, while noting with aaU.tfac 
tion aoma naefnl rofero reoommended bj the PoUee ConuDlaskm 
regrets that adeqiate measorbe hare not been adopted to matenanj 
implore the eficlanej and the honeatf of the Police Serrlon 
That tb f Oongrea records Its eonrictlon 
( 1 ) That competitlre oramlitatioiis for the reerolhiurat of 
the Police Bemce hi the higher fcmdoa shcmld be thrown open to 
lU lasses of Brltdsb nb}«oU lturtj»ad of being oonflned to oao^dates 
of BritUh birth, and that snoh examlnatlcMu shonld be held 
dmnltaneoiislf In England and In India 

(^) Ihat edocatod Indians shoold bo largelr empIoTed In 
the hIghOT grades In ord to aa our e efflejffMj in wort. 

(8l That enllstmont In tho Prortnolal Berrico ihonld be by 
coinpetltlre asarni nations. 

(i) And listly that District OOceri, who are the hoods of 
th Police shonld be reliered of Jndidsl work and of nil control 
over the llagistracy of the Dlatnot. 

Ooardon 

Til Parittton of Bengal 

Xn fieaolrad — That this Oongrere records Its emphatJo 
protest against the Partition of Bengal In tho face of the strongest 
opposition on the part of the poople of th Pronnoe. 

That haring regard to tho Intense dismtiiburtl n felt by the 
entire Be gall oomtnnnlty at tho dumembortoent of their Prorinoe 
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and tlioir ■manifosfc disinclmation to nccopt tho Partition as an 
accomplished fact, tins Congress njipeals to tho Government of 
India and to the Secretary of State to rev erso or modify the 
arrangements made in such a maimer ns to conciliate public opinion, 
and allav the excitement and unrest manifest among largo masses 
of the people 

That this Congress recommends tho adoption of some aiTango- 
mont v\ Inch vv onld bo consistent vv ith admmistrativ o officiencj’, and 
would place tho entire Bengali coininuinty under one undivided 
administration either by tho appointment of a Governor and Council, 
or by tho adoption of some other administrative arrangement that 
may be thought desirable 

Repressive Measures 

XIII Resolved — That this Congress records its earnest and 
emphatic protest agmnst the roprosaive measures which have been 
adopted by tho authontios in Bengal after the people there had 
been compelled to resort to tho boj cott of foreign goods as a last 
protest, and perhaps tho onlv constitutional and effective means 
left to them of drawing tlio attention of tho British public to the 
action of tho Government of India in persisting in their determina- 
tion to partition Bengal, in utter disregard of the universal prayers 
and protests of tho people 

[See XYII, 6 ] 

Sduoation 

XIY Resolved — (a) That this Congress repeats its protest 
against the present polii y of tho Government of India m respect 
of High and Secondary education, as being one of ofiicialising the 
governing bodies of tho Universities and restricting the spread of 
education 

(b) That this Congress, while thanking the Gov emment of 
India for the special grants made this year to Primary and High 
Education, again places on record its firm convuotion that the 
material and moral interests of the country demand a much larger 
expenditure than at present on all branches of education, and a 
beginning in the direction of Free Primary Education 

(c) That in the opmion of this Congress the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee on Industrial Education should be promptly 
earned out by the Government for the better provision of Technical 
Education to the youth of the country The Congress especially 
urges the Government to order an Industnal Survey as recommended 
by the Committee, and as suggested by the Government of India 
itself in its Home Department Resolution No 199, dated 18th June, 
1888, as a necessary prehminary to the introduction of an 
organised system of Technical education in the several Provinces- 

S6 





DOW mi>iA wBODonr ron rnEBDOM 


(d) Th*t Rt loMt on© ccntml fnny-<>qalnped Polj^^tnfo 
Initltute *bfrn1<l bo ©lUbHihc'd In tb# conntry with minor tocKnlcwl 
(cbooli nad college* in tbo different ProrlDce*, 


X> Ec«l ed— TKnt thl* Oongnm Urpl re* froRb ontbromla 
of tainlno In MTBnil part of tho coontrr »od bolding that the 
froqnent ocmfrenco* f fam nc aro In© to tie great porortr of tho 
people which forwBt largo nnmbera of them to throw tbom*cIrei on 
Btate help at the fliwt tooch of acorcItT It again nrgoi the Oorom 
memt of India and tho flcCTotarj of fltnto to inutilnto a d tailed 
enqniry Into tho economic condition of a few tvplcnl tHI go* In 
different portl of India 

(1) Thi OongTot* U f pinion that tbo proportr of an agrl 
cnltnroJ oonntiy llio India cannot be Kicnred irithont a definite 
limitation nf the Stat demand on land, •neb a* wa* propoaed bj 
Ijord Oanning In 1802, or bjr Lord Ripon In 1 SS2. 

( 1 ) It regret* that Lord Conon in hi* l«nd Rcaolotlon of 
1003 failed to rocognlaa nj eneb limit tkm and drclitred to accept 
tb nneatiom f the Right TTon 6(r Richard Garth and other 
m racffUiita. 

(9) It bold* tiiat a reoaonabl nd dellBito rettriotlcis of the 
Btats-dnoand, and not the reetrtctlon n tenant* right* aneb aa 
foond fa onr in rocont /oar* I* tho tro rmned/ f r the growing 
ImpoTwrlihinent f the agricaltural popalation 

Qcuamitliie ait Bombay 

XTL Reaolred—'niat haring regard to the fact that there ii 
tan daj* Interaatlonal qaariuitlne n cxUtence at Kamrsn, thla 
Oongre** hold* that the qoaraotine of fire dar* impoaed at the 
poert of Bomhar npo the U talman pQprlma brfore embarking 
TOT 3eddn 1* tmneooaaarj and rorationa and prodocoa a feollng of 
dlaccmtenti thi* Oongre**, theroforo, pra/i that the qnarantlne 
Impoaed at Bombaj be ent^lj abollahm. 

ProTtnolol OrleTanooa 


Xm Reaolred — That tbl* Congrcaa, concarring with prerfoo* 
Oongretae* ationgly nigo* — 

(1) The conatltatlcm of the Taojab Into a Bcgnladon Prorince 

(2) Tb arpaiuloQ and reform of the Panltb Leglilatire 
OooncD hi accordance with tbo Indian Contirfl Aot of 18©t. 

(3) Tb oatabUehment f a Ohnrterrd High Court f Jndkn 
tnro In the PanJab 
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(4) The Euactineut of Legislation for Berar by the Supreme 
Legislative Council and not by Executive order of the Governoi 
Ghmeral in Council 

(6) The restoration, to the people of the Central Provinces 
of the right to elect their repi-esentative on the Supreme Legislative 
Council instead of his being nominated by the Government 

(6) The cancellation of the Goiemment of India Notification 
of 26th June, 1891, m the Foreign Depaitmcnt, gagging the Press in 
territones under British administration in Native States as being 
serious infringement of the liberty of the Press in those tracts 

India and the General Sleotion 

XVIII Resoh ed — That this Congi-ess desires to accord its 
most cordial support to the candidature of Mr Dadabhai Naoroji 
for North Lambeth, and appeals to the electors of that constituency 
to i-etmn him to Parliament 

Thanks of Congress 

XIX Eesoh ed — That this Congress desires to record its sense 
of high appreciation of the manner in ivhith the Hon Mi G K 
Grokhale, C I E , aigl Lala Lajpat Rai dischaiged the onerous duties 
imposed on them in England 

XXIII Resoh ed — That this Congress desires to comey to Sir 
WiUiam Weddeibum, Bart , and the other members of the British 
Committee, its most grateful thanks for their disinterested semces 
in the cause of India’s political advancement 

Appointment of the Hon Mr Gokhale as 
Delegate to Elngland 

XX Resoh* d — That in iien of the imjiortmice of urging the 
more pressing proposals of the Congress on the attention of the 
authorities in England at the present juncture, the Congress 
appoints its President, the Hon Mr Gopal Krishna Gokhale, 
C I B , as its delegate, and deputes him to proceed to England for 
this purpose 

Congress Work 

XXI Resoh ed — That a Standing Committee of the Congress 
bo appointed to promote the objects of the Congress and to take 
such steps during the year as may be nov^cssarj to give effect to the 
Resolutions of the Congioss 

That the follon mg gentlemen be appointed members of the 
Standing Committee for the year 1906 

(1) Hon Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, K C I E (Bombaj) 

(2) Hon Daji Abaji Kharo (Bombay) 
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HOW iffDui wEODonr ron rauEDOM 


0) G 8obr»tnaiiia Ijor E«j (Hadnu) 

non. Vanb Uabnmiiud (U dm). 

(6) Bnnmdrmnath 6aoiierji Em| (Calcutta). 

(6) A. Cboodhorl E*q (Colcotta). 

(7) llanlrl Abdal Kaidm (Bordwaa) 

(6) B Bhiba Esq (Buldpor) 

(0i Hon Pandit Uadan Uohan UaUrljn (AlUliabad) 

i lO) Utmaht Gan;^ Pruaad Yanna (Looknow) 

11) lAla I«Jpat Ral (Labon) 

12) Lala Harkliban IaI (lAhoro). 

18) Bao Bahadur R. N Uodholkar (Amnotl) 
with 

(14) D E Wacha Eaq (Bombar)|6nd 
(IB) Hon. Mr G K GoUudo, C LE (Poona) 

Formal 

XaIX Reaolred — That thla Cot^^maa r« appoints A 0 TIame 
Baq OB to be GeoenU fleorotory and D E Wwha Eaq and the 
Hon. Ur G El. Ookhala, 0 IX to bo Joint General Becrotarlea 
{or the enaninf; ^ear 

AXTY Eaaolred — That the Twestj-aecond Indian hatienal 
OoQ^reaa do aacamblo on eoeh <h 7 a/te Ohriatmaa Daj 1900, aa 
laa/ later be detannlned on at Oalcotta. 


aa Be e r e> 
tarlea of the 
Committoe 



CHAPTER XXll 


Klm K before nor Kinco 1906, lins llie Congress seen 
‘such a gathering ns Hint nhich assembled at Calcutta 
on the 20th, 27th, 28th and 29th of December in that 
memorable yeai A linge Pavilion was erected by 
the Rn^-sa Road, Bhowanipur, seating 16,000 persons, 
with vide passages that ga\c standing loom to 
another 4,000 , Bengal had been lonsed from end to 
end, all India sympathised vith her wiongs, and 
1,663 delegates came to show then love. They came 
fiom 


Bengal 686 

H P 187 

Panyab 139 

0 P (90), Bernr (60), Jaipur (1), Indore 
(1), Secundeiabad (6), Bangalore (2) 160 

Bombay 262 

iladras . 221 

Burma 8 


1,663 


Only once has this number been overtopped, in 
the memorable Congress of 1889, to which Charles 
Bradlaugh came, and never have the delegates been 
so evenly distributed as on this occasion 
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UOTT WDIA WEOnanT FOE FEEEOOM 


The wolcoino given to the President-elect and 
paJrt Presidents as tlie^ came on to the platform with 
the Clmirmnn of the Pocoption Committee, Dr Rash 
Behan Ghosh rang ont from 20 000 throots and 
when silence was obtained Hr Narendrannth Son, 
the patriot Editor of 77io Indian Mtrrur opened the 
proceedinga with a prayer and two men choirs and a 
third of do young girls sang National aongs Tlien 
Dr Rash Beliari Ghosh welcomed the delegates, and 
spoke with deep sorrow m that the year lind robbed 
Bengal of two of her best beloved W C Banner]i 
and Ananda Mohan Bose leaders sorely needed now, 
compassed as they were with dangers and dnrknoas 
They had been afflicted by floods and famine but 
far worse were tlie political penis around them 
Lord Cnnon had found India comparatively content 
ed and had left her fennenting Nvith nnrest and bw 
parting gift was the Partition of a Province, for 
which he had always dissembled his love ' 

The Partition of Bengal was followed by Russian 
methods of Goremment with this difference, that the 
offlmals who densed them wero Englishmen, while the 
Rossian official is at least the countryman of those whom 
he wvems or nusgOTerns- The singing of national songs 
and even the cry of “ Bonde Mataram were forbidden 
under severe penalties. This ordinance was fittingly 
sncceeded by the proseonfaon of schoolboys, the 
mg of mihttLry and punitire pohce, the prohibinon and 
forcible dispersion of public meetings, and these high 
handed proceeding attained their crown and compl^on 
in the tragedy at Bonsai, when the Provincial Conference 
WHS dzspCTued by the Police, who wantonly broke the 
peace m order I imagine to keep the peace. Now 
though we are a thoroughly loyal people and our loyalty 
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not to 1)C on«:il3 sliaken becnuso it i*? founded on n more 
solid Imsis thnn mcie sentnnonl, I In\e no hesitation in 
s.nintr tlmt am» sliould ho less tlinn men if -we could foi- 
fret the tiMgodv of Unit dm , the niemoi} of ^^hlch ^\lll 
jil\\n\s fill us ^\llh shnmcniid humiliation And this loads 
me to rcm.irlc that it \\as not couardico that prevented 
our \ ounjr men fiom retaliating' It ^^ns their respect 
foi la^^ and oidei' — then lo\alty to their much reviled 
leaders that kept them in cheek All this has now 
hapjnlv heon jiut an mul to Ihit as soon as the cloud 
began to lift those Anglo-Indians who aie obliged to 
Ine in this land of leofiets meieh from a high sense of 
dut\ weie seized -with the feai that their monopol}' of 
philantln opic A\oik might bo intori uptod, and immediate- 
ly commenced a campaign of slander and misrepresen- 
tation A\hich in virulence and lnendaclt^ has never been 
equalled I C S s in masks and editois of Anglo- 
Indian newsjiapcis foithwith began to warn the English 
people that we woie thoioughl} disloyal, ferreting out 
sedition with an ingenuiU which would have done no 
discredit to the piofessois of Laputa 

He tlien spoke of Sw'adesliism, in wdiicli ” you see 
the cradle of a New' India To speak of such a move- 
ment as disloyal is a lie and calumny We love 
England, wntli all hei faults, but wm love India moie 
If tins is disloyalty, 'we aie, I am jiroud to say, 
disloyal ” He closed wuth some wise wmrds of counsel 
to the younger men, fuiious with the wrongs they 
suffeied, of grave warning to England, coupled with a 
declaration of his belief in her -justice 

Ila]a Peaiy Mohan Mukerji pioposed, the Hon 
Nawab S3’'ed Muhammad seconded, Mr C Sankaran 
Nan — lemarking that “the people of this country 
have lesolved to take the development of its resomces 
into their own hands ” — suppoited the election of 
Mr Dadabhai Naoro]i, who took the chair amid a 
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now iHDU wEononr for freedom 


Hcene of unparalleled enthusiosin Tho noble veteran 
spoVe a few words of tbanka and tlion gave ln« speech 
to Mr Gohlmle to rend his 82 jenrs not pirmitting 
him to address an audience of 20 000 people 

The President as is his wont intersporBod his 
Rpeeoh with deadly quotations Imttrc^ing over) 
position he took up 'Re* regarded the work of the 
Congress na twofold First and most important is 
the question of the policv and principles of the svstem 
of Government under which India is to be governed 
m the future” Secondly to watch the present system 
of adrainiatratiOD and introduce reform till it was 
radically altered and based upon right principles 
and pohev ’ He addressed himself chiefly to the 
first Then he badt up bis argument Indians “are 
British citisens and are entitled to and claim all 
British citizens rights ’ Tbe first of these is 
Freedotm Gladstone said Freedom is the very 
breath of our life We stand for liberty our policy 
la the pobey of freedom ” Tho first grant of Bombay to 
the East India Company m 168^ declared all living 
thereon and their desceudants to be free as though 
" Imng and bom in England * The Boers m 1901 
were called fellow-cititens and had already reached 
Self Government India bed not obtamed it 200 years 
after her becoming connected with England "When 
objection was raised to bis name on the register of 
electors m England theHemsingBamsterhadbruahed 
it aside on the ground that as an Indian he was a 
Bntish citisen The Queen s letter to Lord Derby, 
bidding him draw up the Proclamation of 1868 desired 
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him to point to the privileges “ the Indians will 
leceive in being placed on an equality with the sub- 
jects of the British Crown ” She bound herself to 
Indians “ by the same obligations of duty which bind 
us to our other subjects/’ and she telegraphed a 
message to be lead in open Darbar that '‘the great 
piinciples of liberty, equity and justice are secured 
to them” Edward VII, in 1906, said that he 
hoped that ^Hhioughout my dominions the giant of 
free institutions will be followed,” etc These rights 
weie due to them, as a reparation for all they had 
suffered Moreover the Biitish would not allow 
themselves to be subjected for a single day to such 
an unnatural system of Government as the one which 
has been imposed upon India for nearly a century 
and a half ” 

He then claimed for Indians in India all the 
control that Englishmen had in England This 
was a necessity, in order to remedy the great 
economic evil which was at the root of Indian poverty 
It was “absolutely necessaiy ” for the progress and 
welfare of the Indian people “ The whole matter 
can be comprised in one word, Self-Government, or 
Swaraj, like that of the Gnited Kingdom or the 
Colonies ” When should a beginning be made 
which should automatically develop into full Self- 
Government ? At once “Hot only has the time 
fully arrived, but had arrived long past ” 

Simultaneous examinations should at once be 
held for the Public Service, so as to change the 
administration from foreign to Indian, and then 
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transferred entirely to India tree ttnd conipnlsorj 
edviealion must bo given IJoprosontation ronl and 
Imng must be granted Were Indians to romnin 
under tlie barbarous sj'atom of dospotisrn, unvrorth) 
of Bntisb instincts principles and civilisation”? Just 
financial relations niuat bo established at once 
They require no delay or preparation It only needs 
the detennination and will of tlio Bntisb Govern 
ment to do justice K the Bntish made up 
tbeir mind to do their dut) lliej conld ** devise 
means to accord Self C oveminent within no distant 
time He did not despair but thej must wort, and 
agitate both in England and India 

Agitation IS tha life aud aonl of ibe whole politictd 
eocial and mdastnol historr of Ln^land It is by agitation 
the English haro aecmnplishcd their meet glonons achiem* 
ments their prosperity their libertie* and :n short, their 
first pln« among the N'etioneof the world The whole life 
of England every day is all affilaliotc Yon do not open 
your paper m the morning nnt read from beginning to 
end it IB oU agitation — Congresses and Conferences, list- 
ings and Resolntions withont end —for a thcrawind and one 
tnoTemetrts local and nstiouab From the Prune hbrnster 
to the humblest pobtician his occuMtiou is agitation for 
everytiung he wants to accomplish iTie whole rarbomont, 
Press and Platform is smiplv sU agitation. Agitation is 
the cirflised peaceful weapon of moral force, ana infinitely 
preferable to brute physionl force when possible 
Agitate agitate meuns inform Inform lufonn the 
Indian peonle what their rights are and bow and why 
they should obtain them, ana mform the British people 
of the rights of the Indian people and why they ahonld 

r vnt them. If we do not ep^ th^ say we are satisfied, 
we speat we become agitators ' The Indian people are 
properly asked to aot constitutionally whfle the Govern 
ment remains unoonstiiutional and deepotia 



TH!' TWFVTY-PFCOND CONQltFSS 


447 


Tiinllv, he a])pe:iled foi union liotween ITiudus and 
Mnhannnad.ui*^, foi Indian oniancqiation depended on 
this Social Refoiin and Indnstnal piogress were 
al'-o needed 

Stlf-CioMM iinu’nt IS ihe onl^ and cliief remedy Tn 
Self-Citn ei nment lie our liojic, stien^fh and gicatness 
1 do not knoi\ ^\hnl jrood foi tune may bo in stoic 
for me dining llie sboil ])eiiodihat mav be left to me, 
‘ind if I can lca\o a ^^old of airertion and devotion for 
m^ ( oiintri and conntn men I sa\ l^e united, perse^ ere, 
and atbie\c Self-Go\ ei nment, so that tlic millions now 
peiislnng b) pn\ertv, famine and plague, and the scores 
of millions ihat aio slai \ ing on scanty subsistence may 
bo saved, and India ma} once moio occupy hei pioiid 
position of V ore amoiifT tbe gi eatest and tiMlised Nations 
of the West 

Bnndo Matarom v\as snug, b> the giils’ chon, the 
audience standing, and the Congiess adjourned, after 
the Subjects Connnittee had been elected 

The second day saw an equally croAV ded Pav ilion, and 
after the singing of patriotic songs, Mi D E Wacha 
read some messages of goodwill fiom W T Stead 
Di Rutherfoid, a number of men bers of Parliament, 
and, most interesting of all, fiom Natal and the 
Transvaal, sending little contributions to the 
Congress, and fiom “ the Indian inhabitants of 
Geiinan South Afiica, sending Ps 285 to help the 
cause of their Motherland ” 

The President then moved Resolution I, of giief 
over the heav'y death-roll of the year, Mr W 0 
Bannerji, Mi Justice Budruddin Tyabji, and Mi 
Ananda Mohan Bose, all ex-Piesidents of the Congiess, 
and Mr Vnaraghavachaiiai, one of the leading 
workers in Madras 
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Reflolntion II dealt witli tlie wrongs inflicted on 
Indians in the Colonies nnd wns tnovod by Mr P R 
Sandara Aiyar, lamenting that there were 50,000 
Indian slaves in Natnl nnd mnnj others elso 
where in Afnca nnd saying that Bntish Indians 
were discriminated against Portngueso nnd French 
Indian subjects having more rights. Lord Lansdowne 
had said that “among the manj misdeeds of tlie 
South Afncan Repobbe I do not know that any fills 
me with more indignation tlian its treatment of these 
Indians” Tbal^ was before the IVar The Resolution 
was seconded bv ^Ir H A, IVodia supported by 
Mr 'hUdanjit TJr 0 y CTnnteman? and Air Lalit 
Mohan Ghosal and earned 

The Hon Mr B N Sarma moved Resolution III on 
the necessity for retrenching Indian expenditure and 
showed that between ]89&*04and 1000-07 the gross 
expenditure had risen from 00 orores of rupees to 134 
crorea of rupees annually The net expenditure in 
1861-02 was 34 crorea and in 1884-85 it was 41 crores 
an raoreaae of 10 per cent while the growth of 
population was 14 percent Bat if we take from 
1884-85 to 1904-05 we find the increase of expenditure 
was 70 {ler cent and of popalation at the highest of 
18 per cent The currency pohoy of the Empire 
made the silver in the rupee worth only 12 annas 
so that the ryot to pay Rs 8 m taxation had to sell 
produce worth Rs 4 Daring these twenty years 
mflitary expenditure had risen from 17 crorea to 82 
orores almost cent per cent And of this nearly 
7 orores was spent in England With this great 
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increase of military expenditme went tlie worst 
famines ever known m British India, causing some 
11 million deaths Contrast this with the 2 million 
pounds spent in education, while England spent 16 
millions on education in her own land 

Mr Gr A Natesaii seconded, and pointed out that 
of the 90 crores of military expenditme 70 ciores had 
been spent on wars outside the Indian frontiers and 
in parts of India and elsewhere, aU against the real 
interests of India The Wei by Commission had re- 
commended that England should contiibute to the 
cost and that was agreed to, but the pay of British 
soldieis 111 India was laised, which took from India 
thrice the contribution made by England Sir Henry 
Biackenbury said, befoie that Commission 

If it weie desired to maintain British Rule in India 
only for India’s sake, then, I tbin-k, it would be fair to 
make India pay to the utmost fai’thing that could be 
shown was due to Biitain’s rule over India , but I cannot 
but feel that Biitam’s interest in keeping India under 
Biitish lule IS enormous India affords employment 
to thousands of Britons India employs millions of Biitish 
capital, and Indian commerce is of immense value to 
Great Britain Therefoie it seems to me that, India 
being held by Great Biitain, not only for India’s sake. 
Great Britain should pay a share of the expenditure for 
this purpose , and in estimating what that share should 
be, I think that England should behave generously 
England is a rich countiy, and India is a poor country 

Ml IsT M Ranade supported, urging thtfb the 
Government should repeal the Arms Act and give 
pel mission for Yolunteering, and should give fuller 
employment to Indians, so reducing expenditme. 
The Resolution was earned 
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Resolution IV separation of Jadicml from hxocntivo 
FunctionB was moved by tbo Hon Sir Knsbnan Nair, 
seconded by the Hon Mr Ainbikachnmn Sloznmdar, 
supported by seven other speakers despite its fnmi 
lianty and carried Mr Momradar said that lie was 
chosen as seconder becaoso there ^nis probably no 
other man m the Congress who possess the osmino 
patience of talking more than bselvo times and each 
tune onU to stocks and stones \et people ask 
why we want Home Role ! The Resolution was earned 
with one dissentient 

Khan Baliadur Moulvi Muhammad Ynsuf moved 
Resolnhon V asking that a Commission should be 
appointed by the Govemment which should see if the 
decisions of the Privy Oounefl against the validity of 
the Watf 1 ala-oulad were consonant with the law 
usages and sentiments of Muhammadans and if they 
were not that steps should be taken to legalise the 
lIuBalman new The Hon Mr Boikunthanath Sen 
seconded pointing out that the decisiona had enrtafled 
the power of Muhammadans to make provision for 
their children Mr A- M. Jmnah supporting wel 
corned the Resolution as showing that the Musalmans 
•could make known them grievances through the Con 
gresa Mouln Abdnl Kasim and M> B B Patel 
aupported and the Resolution was carried The 
Congress adpnmed 

The third day began with National songs and the 
arrival of H- H the Qaekwar of Beroda, acoom 
pamed by his Prime Minister ilr B 0 Dutt was 
warmly welcometL 
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Nawab KliU3a Atbikulla of Dacca moved Resolution 
VI, against tbe Partition of Bengal, and declared 
tliat Hindus and Muhammadans should enter a united 
protest against it 

Mr Surendianath Bannerji seconded, expressing 
their disappointment with the biographer of Cobden 
and Bright, but making excuses foi him as breathing 
an undiluted bureauciatic atmospheie Sir William 
Wedderbuin asked them to wait 

Wait we must , what else can we do ? Waiting upon 
the will of our rulers has been our lot for the last three 
centuries We shall certainly wait , but not in meek 
submission to the will of our rulers as the decree of an 
inexorable fate, but with the him resolve to overcome 
that fate, and work out our sail ation Our rulers must 
recognise the new spirit, born, it may be, of the huge 
blunder of the Partition, vibrating through our hearts, 
uplifting us to a higher plane of political effoit We are. 
Sirs, no longer Orientals of the old type, content to 
grovel under tbe weight of an oi’^ermastering fate, but we 
are Orientals of the new school, enfranchised by English 
culture and English influences, levivified by the 
example of China, Japan, and last, but not the 
least, of Persia, and as Orientals of the new school 
we believe that Rations by themselves are made 

The Resolution was suppoited by Mr R H 
Mudholkai, who declared that Bengal was divided 
because it was too strong foi the buieaucracy, and 
that until re-union was conceded “ we shall go on 
agitating, striving, and doing everything that lies 
within the limits of law till we obtain ledress of our 
grievances ” After two moie gentlemen had spoken, 
the Resolution was earned 

The Hon hir Ambikacharaii Mozumdar moved 
Resolution VII, declaiing that in view of the little 
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voice tlie people had in ndunnirtration and the lack 
of consideration shown bj Qoverntnent to their ro- 
presentations the Boycott was legitimate ns a protest 
against Partition Mr Bepin Chandra Pal seconded 
m a vigoronw speech and said that it was not n mere 
boycott of goods bat one of honorary offices and 
associations with the Government m East Bengal 
Not one leader of the people would associate inth the 
Lieutenant Governor m nnv legislative work The Hon 
Mr L A Govindaraghava Aiyar justified the use 
of the Boycott in Bengal bnt did not think it conld 
be used ordinarily m other Provinces Mr A Chon 
dhnri pointed out that the Resolution wag limited to 
Bengal that was smarting under a great injury 
and had a right to use the Boycott as a pobticnl 
weapon 

The Hod Pandit Madan ilohan Malaviya m 
supporting said that Beogal vms justified in using 
the Boycott as a weapon but the Congress could not 
be committed to the new of !Mr Pal and the ex 
tension of the Boycott as he described it He hoped 
the other P^o^ mces would never be driven to the 
necesuitv of using it bat that reforms needed would 
be gamed without it The Hon Mr Gobhale said 
that they were boand only by the Beeolahons of the 
Congress and the Resolution declared that the boy 
cott movement marking the resentment of the people 
against the Partition of Bengal was and is legitimate 
They were not bound by individual speeches The 
Eeeolntion was earned with one dissentient and one 
nentraL 
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Nnnir>ji loft the Jlnll foi lialf an lioni, and Ins 
plane \\a'- taken In 11 C Dntt Ko'^olnt ion«; VITT 
and IX neie po^tpoin^d, .uni (lie lle^olutions on 
l]dnca(ion taken 

]l»>v<ilut inn X pioie‘'(ed .nr.nii'^t the educational 
polu V oi the (Jo\ j-rnnient, le'^ti icting the s])ioad of 
hicrhiM education, and asked foi fiee edueation, to be 
gi-adualh made t onijniKoi \ , l.ngei t^iant^, technical 
edueation, and the lonlo^,l] of the i esti iction'? on 
pinate on(eijiris(> m educanon It nas nio\ed bv 
])cn\an Bahadur Ainbalal S De^ai, seconded by 
!^^l llaghubai Da}.il, suppoited by ]\ri C Kainna- 
kaia jNB'Hon, l\re‘-sis.. K Pndlna, S A' Khaie, 
Ilai ischandia Vis>.e\das, G A Patel, and cairied 

Bcfeolutioii Xl decinied that the time had come to 
oigamse X’ational Education Liteiaiv, Scientific and 
3’echnical, for both boys and girls, on Xbational lines and 
undei National contiol 3'his Hesolution nas aj^pio- 
piiately moved by ^fi Hiiendranath Datta, the Hon 
Secretaiy of the National Council of Education He 
said that Self-Govei nment vas a tliiee-faced deity, 
political, nidustiial and educational He quoted as 
desciibino: Indian education what had been said of 
Ii ish 

“Depaitments of Education in Ii eland, primary, 
secondary, unicersity, aie directly conti oiled by the 
Biitisli Government The language of Ireland, the his- 
tory of Ireland, the economics of Ireland, the possibilities 
and rights of Ii eland find no place in the cuiriculnm ” 
Exactly the same here “ Education in Ireland encumbers 
the intellect, chills the fancy, and enervates the body It 
destroys the fancy It does not acquaint the youth with 
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tlio tmditioTiB of hu country nor doc* it nfford hhn 
fftpflities for physical cultnre 

After deflcnbing wbnt lliey were doing m Bengal, 
he concluded 

Troat not voor edacfition to *lions In Native souls 
and i?otiTe hands, the only hopes of sncccrar rest. 

ilr M P Venkatappiah seconded and laid stress 
on the Belf reliance embodied in t!ie resolution and 
it struck the note of Nationalism The Resolation Tvas 
snpported by Messrs S K jSnir C V Vaidyn J N 
Roy Prof V G Bijnpurkar Moulri Ismail Hasan 
Sherap, and Mr M K Patel and was earned 

Resolation YITJ was then moved bj Rao Bahadur 
P Auanda Chatln it advocated Swadeshi and the 
veteran politician nrged its adoption specially by the 
weU to-do aud suggested au association of rich men 
who should give bounties to induatnes na the 
Government would not do it. The Hon Pandit 
iladan Mohan seconded pointing out that the raw 
material left the country and came beclc as manufac- 
tured goods if they were free they would adopt 
protection, as all conntnee did when indnstnes were 
nascent It was a rebgions as well as a patnotic duty 
to support indigenous industnee Mr B G Tilak 
supported saying that they the middle classes were 
the greatest consumers of foreign goods Self help 
detenninatiOQ and saenfieo were needed, Lala 
lAjpat Eai urged that Indians should keep their 
capital in them own hands and ntQise it and arrange 
for the distribution of the articles they produced 
Messrs Khaja Muhammad Noor Golom Ahmed Khan 
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and y R Joslii supported, and tlie Resolution was 
earned 

Then came Resolution IX, demanding Colonial Self- 
Government, and laying doivn four steps to it, to be 
taken immediately (tins, in 1906) The speeches were 
very short, the time being late, so Mr A Choudhun 
onl}'- added a few sentences in moving, and the Hon 
Mr L A Govindaraghava briefly pointed to the 
action, in the Philippine Islands, of the United States 
Di S K Mullick remarked that a paper had said that 
the English had come here like the Aryans and 
Mughals, and had come to stay , then let them, like 
then predecessors, identify themselves with the people, 
Messrs Boman]i, Patel, Y A Pandit, S B Mitra, 
A Ramanna, P 0 Maitra, all suppoited Mr M A 
Jinnah proposed and Mr M Abdul Kasim seconded 
an amendment, cancelling a reservation in the 
original Resolution, regarding the backwaid class, it 
was supported by Mr Hafiz Abdul Rahim and 
accepted, and the amended Resolution was carried 

The President moved from the Chair the Reso- 
lution re-appointing Messrs Hume, I) E Wacha 
and G K Gokhale, which was duly carried (and 
should be Resolution XI A ) He moved also Resolution 
XII, thanking Sii William Weddeiburn and the 
British Committee, and the Congress ad 30 urned 

On meeting on the fourth day, the Congress was 
startled by the news that the Rt Hon Mr Samuel 
Smith, who had been present on the first day, 
having come to India to preside at the All-India 
Temperance Conference, had suddenly passed away 
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Mr Surendmnatli Bannerji moved a Resolntion of 
sorrow (^0 XJH) seconded b} Sir Balcbandm, and 
put with a few words from the Pre^dent v lio had 
known liim for 40 years It wa.s caimed b} tlie 
audience standing 

ilr C ^ i]iamghavnclmn moved Resolution \JY 
on Permanent Settlement and protesting against the 
view that the Land tax was rent Land in India 
had never belonged to the King the Sages had 
said that the norld belonged to tho*e aljo were 
bom on it private properti was gained bj 
cultivation and the King wlio was ordained for 
protection received a ^hare from the cultivators 
for hi8 services Tlie idea that land belonged 
to the King was western and feodal not Indian 
ilr Goharan Misrs /*econded and 3Ir Mehta 
Bahadurchand supported Mr Rnoji Gormd drew 
attention to the shortening of the period between 
Settlements in Ho#»haDgabad his district It had 
been 80 years it was now 12 When it came under 
Bntain the Government took Be 2 56 600 it rose 
after 20 years to Rs 2 70 000 After 30 years it was 
reduced to Bs 1 88 000 as the people could not pay 
and was again reduced to Rs 1 68 000 During the 
last 80 years it rose with cesses to Rs 4 87 044 
and at the current Settlement to Rs 9 SO 2o7 In 
1898-94 under the last Government tcxik as tax 
Ra 4^7 000 out of Rfl 1133000 rents paid by tenants 
leaving Rs, 0 46 000 to the Melguiara In 1895 the 
re-Settlement the tenant-renta were Rs 1142 000 
and the Government took Rs 0 80 000 leaving only 
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2,12,0o0 Do-inukh .rrldetl a ftnv woids on 

land polir\ of knid ('ni/on, “ di'^^tiuctivo to tlio 
p^.j^jdo and ^uundal to tiu' (to\ orninont/’ and the 
ilntion wa-i eai nod 

'\jr Suhianiann I\t‘i m<ood, Mi Baikuntha- 
nuli ^eeonded, and Pandit Ihiiiiaiuitli "uppoited, 
hilton XV, c<*nveMng the thanks of the Congio'^s 
hi'^ '■eiMcov 111 Jhicrland to Mi (-Jokhalo, wlio 
^^j^^^/ered in .i sliort sjiecth. wlien tlie great o\ation 
v,],](h greeted him had ‘-nli^ided, saMiig "w hat strong 
liopd fif^m tile advent of the new Govein- 

mcMi power, witli a deinocialio ]loii‘'e of Commons 
'j'ljien the lion Mi D A Khaie moved Besolntion 
containing a Constitution foi the Congies<, to 
bi> ti*'^‘^ ^ leconimended (a) the formation 

of Pi''^''iitcial Congie*''^ Coniinittees, whitdi Mioiild form 
j)jt,jpct Committee's . (h) An All-India Congress 
Stan^”^o Committee , (c) two altm native schemes for 
selec'^^’^c ^ l^iesident , and (d) A Suhiects Committee 
tjettling the piogramme of the Congiess each yeai 
Foui titembers spoke Mippoiting it and it wms cairied, 
the ^Glsg^fGs fiom each Piovince being asked to send 
yp ^aines foi the All-lndia Committee Most of this 
was ii^coipoiated in the Constitution fiamed in 1908. 
^ vote of thanks to the Piesident w^as pioposed by 
Lai Mohan Ghose, and he was gailanded and 
bestf®"'^^ with floweis amid thnndeis of applause A 
Sw^aA®^^! umbiella fiom Poona was unfiiiled and 
held nioment, and then he said a few 

^Q^^s of thanks He leminded them that, m its 22nd 
ggg^^ion, the Congress had placed befoie itself a 
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definite goal — Self-Governmeat Swam] ^ow it 
waa for t>ie younger gonerntion to reach it The 
Hon Mr Chitnavis invited the Congreas to Nagpur 
for its 1907 meeting and the Twantv-eecond National 
Congress ‘ dispersed amidst scenesi of the mld&st 
enthusiasm and rejoicings 

Aina 1 Coercion wna to do its deadly work dnnng 
the approaching year Tlie seeds sown by Lord 
Cnrion were to npen into their harvest of dmgon 
teeth- The atronge<it and furthest-flighted men were 
to hold to their old ideals of constitutional work and 
steady progress Others maddened by the repressive 
measures adopted were to cause a partition worse 
than that of Lord Coraon a division of the National 
Party one part holding to the gronp that refused to 
despair of appealiug to the House of Commons and 
the other which became frantly antagonistic to all 
co-operation with the Bntish Government And 
beyond these loomed np the Anarchist Party with the 
bomb and revolver for its methods the incarnation of 
blind hatred without conatmctive policy the mad 
efforts of lads dreaming of winning Liberty for their 
country and succeeding only in committing a few 
nseleas cnines In the scale* of History shall all 
these be weighed Government Moderates Extre- 
mists Anarchists and to each whall be assigned their 
own place 

BBSOLUnoifS 

Oottdolvnoe 

t Botoh-gd—UiMt tbit Oouf{«« d«lre* to place on njcord 
Iti tenae <Sf th greet low whtcli the Oonorow and the comtrr at 
Urge haT« rataloed by the deaUi of ilr W 0 Bonuaijl, 
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"Mr JtiFfirn Hiidnidilni 1'x iltjj, ^Ir \n/mfln ’Mohnii I)o‘:o, 
I ‘■ulfiit"- «f till' Cinitrn '■t-, nml "Mr M V)rinifrlia\n (’Imnnr of 
^1 idri'' Dll ir frn'iit intlilu Fortuu** imil tin i Miinjili' of (]nt\ iiiul 
of ‘-I If-^m rificiiiir dixolmti whiili tli(*\ jircm titod ni fhoir live"? 
oiititK them to (lie Jiistinjr ^rilitmle of (Ik (otmtr\ , 

'1 lint n toin of the foii'f^oin^- He'.olmton he fortMirtled to the 
fnniilos of till hito Mi Ihuiiu rji, 'Ihtihji, Bo'.o, mid M 

\ ir-intrliiiMi ( Juin ir, our the iliire of the Pri^idejit of the 
Coil'.’Tes'. 


Indians in tho Colonios 

II lle'-olu d — That tlii'i Conirn ■»*', \i hile notintr uith Patis- 
faition the aitioii of tin Inijierial tjoierninr nt ni rhsallowitij' for 
the jirf'-int tht jiropo'-t d Onluiam e iiftaniit HntiHli Indian'i in 
tho i mn‘-\n il, deurt"! to jriu < \prt «Mon to its irni\e apprelKiifnon 
that tilde'*'; tin ImiKrial Go\ enuneiit t onlinnes to i \tentl its tinii 
jirottitioii to the Jlritish Indiaii Coininiunti, tin jiohi^ of tho 
Urdmaiico is nhnoFt certain to he i nforted as hoon as arrangenienta 
under tho Constitution loitntli <tnintcd are coinjilotod , 

That this Coiifrifss also jdates on rctord its sonso of deep 
ri'trrot and indifmation thnt tin peojde of this conntrt Hhould ho 
siilijcctcd to hamssmff and tlcgradinfr resli ictions and domed tho 
ordinniv rights of Jliitish (iti/tnship in llis Majesty 's Colonies, 
and the Congress e\j)i esses its flrin conuction thnt such a jiohcj is 
fraught Mitli serious danger to the liest interests of tho Empire 

Finance 

III Eesohed — That this Congress renen s its protest against 
the es-ccKsnc and nlarniing gi-owtli of militai^ charges m recent 
jenrs and their undue prepondernnte in tho publio cxpouditnre 
of the country , 

That this Congress is of opinion thnt, as tho military 
exponditure of tlie country is doterniined, not solely hy its omi 
military needs and requirements, but also by the e\igencies of 
British supiemacj and British policy in tho East, it is only fair 
that a reasonable share of such expenditure should be borue by 
the British Exchequer, 

That this Congress strongly uiges thnt by a substantial reduction 
of military expenditure and by the steady substitution of the Indian 
for the European agency in the Public Service, funds should be set 
free to be devoted to the promotion of education in all its branches, 
to improve sanitation and to tho relief of the ryot’s burdens, such 
as a further reduction of the Salt-tax, a reduction of the Land 
Eevenne demand of the State, and measures for dealing with 
agricultural indebtedness 
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Baparaiton of JadlolivI and ExoautWo I'onctlon* 
rV nwolTfui— That in tho oplnlna tbii Ooofcrem the 
•oparaticm of the Jndktel from tl o EiecoUrr furctkroa, whtch ii 
a^IttedlT necefamtT In tho Intorarta of Rood Roronim nt and aoiind 
JndJcfol ftdmJ iMratfen ihoold do longer ho deferred. 


Validity of Wakf l<ala-anlad 

Y Betolred — That hi rlew of tho gen ml opinion araongat 
Mnhamnmdan that the recent dedalona f tho Prlrr Conncfl 
aRalnat tho rmliditT of th ** wakf l-ala anlad are against the 
lloh mmadan law thJ CooinrHi la f opini n that a Commhnion 
■honld be appointed by the florrmraent to cnqnlrt' whether the 
Prlry CoaDcIl haa not rred In Ita dedal ni hati g regard to the 
law naage nd aentimenta of tb Mob mmadan people ; and If It bo 
foond that the deeUlon* re oiToneixr% thi fcongreaa orpea that 
itepa ahoold be takoo to glee legal effect t th right rlcw 


Pjirtltlon erf BangM 

Y1 HeaolTed — That th a Congrcea aptln records iti omphntlo 
nroteat gainst the Panitlon of Bengal and regreiathat the preront 
OoTcmm nt while admitting that there w re err o ra hi the original 
plan and that It went wbotl and dedalrely agahnt the wUhet of 
the ma^rlty uf the peopi of Bengal la d spneod to look apon It at 
a aettl^ fKt, tn aprte of the enraeat and peraiatent protect of the 
people and th Ir m^feat dltlDcIlnatton to crept It as , 

That thii CoDgreea, compoeed of repreeentailret from all the 
ProTinesa of thU ooontry deaitea earoettly to Irepresa npon the 
Brldah Parluunent and the proaent Libert Ooremment that it 
will bo not only jt»t, but e pedtent, lo rererao or modify the 
Fartitlock in tncih a mann at t keep th rntire Bengali apeaking 
commnmty under one ondlnded adm niatration and thoa rest re 
contentment to ao important a Prorince aj BengaL 


Boyoott Hcnraniftnt 

VIJ Reaol ed — That haring regard to the fact that the 
people of thia country ha e little r norolee in ita adminlstratkin, 
and that their repreaentatkma to the Goremment do not recelre 
dne consideration thla Oongreaa a of oplnlrm that the Borcott 
Morememt inangnrated In Bengal by war of protert agalnat the 
Partltton f that Prorince, waa, and la, legitimate 

BvadMhl 

Tni Beaclmd— That thi Congreaa ccorda ita most cordial 
anppprt to the Swadeahl moramant, and r«n« npon the people of 
the ooontry to labour for Ita anceeM, by mating eameat and 
attftalnod eflorti to promote the growth of indlgenona Indnstriea 
and to admnlata the production of indlgenona artlclea by girlng 
them preferenco or er Imported oommoditiM eren at aome Mcrlfice 
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Self-Government 

IX Resolved — That this Congiess is of opinion that the 
system of Government obtaining in the Self Governing British 
Colonies shonld he extended to India, and that, as steps leading 
to it, it urges that the follon ing reforms shonld be immediately 
earned out 

(а) All examinations held in England only should be 
simultaneously held m India and in England, and that all higher 
appointments vhich are made in India should bo by competitive 
examination only , 

(б) The adequate representation of Indians in the Council of 
the Secretaiy of State and the Executive Councils of the Viceroy, 
and of the Goveimois of Madras and Bombay, 

(c) The expansion of the Supreme and Proiincial Legislative 
Councils, allowing a laiger and truly effectne lepresentation of the 
people and a larger control over the financial and executive 
administration of the country , 

(d) The powers of Local and Muiucipal bodies should be 
extended and official control oier them should not be more than 
what 18 exercised by the Local Government Board in England over 
similai bodies 


Education 

X Resolved — That this Congress repeats its protest against the 
policy of the Government m respect of High and Secondary 
Education, as being one of officialising the governing bodies of 
the Universities, and lestncnng the spread of education This 
Congress is of opinion that the Goiernment should take immediate 
steps for (1) making Primary Education free and gradually 
compulsory, all ovei the country, (2) assigning larger sums 
of money to Secondary Education (special encouragement 
being given vhere necessary to educationally backv aid classes), 
(3) making the existing Umimrsities more free from official 
control, and pronding them nith sufficient means to take up the 
woik ot teaching, and (4) making adequate provision foi Technical 
Education in the difteient Pronnees, having regaid to local 
requirements 

National Education 

XI Resolved — That in the opinion of this Congi-ess the time 
has airived for the people all o\ei the country earnestly to take up 

.the question of National Education, for both boj s and girls, and 
organise a si stem of education — Literari , Scientific and Technical 
— suited to the requirements of the country, on National hues and 
under National control 
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Xb&nla of Oongr««i 

XII BMolred— That thin Confffwa dctifrc* to cootoj- to 8Ir 
WIDIam Woddorburn, Bart and tbo other raembcrt of tho BritUh 
OomiHittao, It* moat gmtefixl thanhv, forthoir dblntcTMtcd aerricfi* 
fai the cMKt of India • poUtlcal ndnuioomont 

XT Bc*olrcd — That thb Conj{^^*s rrconJ* It* kd*© of high 
apprwiatloii f tho eminent pabUc •crrlco rendered by the Hon, 
llj G k, Ookh lo 0 1,E dnrinff hU recent riilt to England u tho 
Delegate of tho Oongrea*. 

Cotidol*noa 

Tin Hetolred — That thi* Congre** doidree to placo on 
mcord ita wmae of the deep aonow and of loaa to India of tho 
■adden death of the Bt. Eon. U 6anin I Smith and that a coot of 
the foregoing reaolation be oommonkatod to the momben of hb 
lamllT 


Parmanant flattlamant 

XIT Eeaolred— TTial thia Congren i* of ophil n that th# 
prea|>erity of an aipknltnial cunnirT like India cannot bo acenred 
without a definite Hmitatlon of the State demand op Und« neh M 
wm* propoaeil by Lord Oannlng in 1802, o by Lord Hipon In 18SS i 
and it regret* that Lord Ooron. In hli Land ReaolQUon of 190S, 
f 0 d to recognlae the aecsaalty f anr aoob limitation and declined 
to aceepit the nggeetlon* f 01 Eiehard Garth and other 
tMmijrUiata in the matter Tho Congre** hold* that a rcaeonnble 
and definite UmiQiticm of th Btat demand i* the tmo remedy for 
the growing Impoveriahmoot of the agriraltnral popolatlon, 

Thi* Oongreaa reapeotfuUy pioteati againat the riew that the 
Land Eerenne in India la not a tax. bnt i* In the natnm { rent. 

Oon^reaa Work 

IV I Heaolred — That thi Oongreaa adopt* tentatlTaly for 
caae year the followfng reoommendaticm* of the Standing 
Oommittee of the Oongrea* appointed at Benarea la*t year 

1 Prommnol Goepreta Comm tff** 

(o) The Ocmmlttoe recommenda th t each Prorinoe ahonld 
organiao t It* capital, a Prorlnoial Oongreaa Oommittee In atmh 
manne « may be d termlnsd at a moating of the Prorlnoial 
Cemforonoe, or at a apecial meeting 1 old for the pnrpme of 
reproaentatlrea of dUteront dlatrlcta in the Pronnoe 

(h) Tho Prorlnclal Oongreaa Oommittee ahonld act for the 

Prorince in all Oongrea* mattera and It ahonld be It* apooial care to 
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organise District ABSOCiations thxongliont the Province for 
snstamed and continuous political work in the Province 

2 Central Stajidin-g Co7igress Committee 

The Committee recommends that the Congress should appoint 
every year a Central Standing Committee for all India, to carry 
out the Resolutions of the Congress, and to deal with urgent 
questions that may arise and which may reqmre to be disposed 
of in the name of the Congress, and that this Committee should 
consist of 


12 members from Bengal, Behar, Assam and Burma 
8 „ „ Madras 

8 „ „ Bombay 

6 „ „ Umted Provinces 

6 „ „ Pan]ab 

4 „ „ Central Provinces 

2 „ „ Berar 

the President of the year and the General Secretaries bemg, ex 
officio, members in addition 


3 Selection of President 

In the matter of the selection of President in future years, the 
Committee recommends tliat the following scheme should be 
adopted 


The Provincial Congress Committee of the Province m which 
the Congress is to he held should organise a Reception Committee 
in such mannex as it deems proper for making arrangements for 
the Congress Session, and the choice of the President should, m 
the first instance, lestmth the Reception Committee, if, after 
consulting Provincial Congress Committees, the Reception Committee 
is able to make the choice by a majority of at least three-fourths of 
its members If, however, no such majority can be obtained to 
support the nomination of any person, the question should be 
referred to the Central Standing Committee of the Congress, and 
the decision of this Committee should he final 


4 Subjects Committee 

The Committee recommends that the Subjects Committee, 
appointed at each Session of the Congress to settle its pi-ogramme 
of work, should consist of 

25 representatives of Bengal, Behai, Assam and Burma 


16 


„ Madras 

15 

It 

„ Bombay 

10 


„ United Proimces 

10 

tt 

„ Panjah 

6 

t) 

,, Central Provinces 

4 


„ Berar 
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HOW IKDIA WBOUOHT FOE FEEEDOll 


md 10 *ddJHcmal mf mbcn for the Prorinco In 'which the Ooagrui U 
held, elected hT tho delegate* attending the Oongroei from the 
peepectiTe Prorlncea in auch manoer u thej may deem pcopcrt 
and that the Prealdcnt of the year the Ohainnan of tho Boeeptkm 
Committee erf the year all ex Prcaidonta and all ei Ohalrmen of 
Reception Commlttoea who mar he preaent at the Congrott the 
Oenenil Secretarfea of the Congieea, and the local Secretaricfl of 
the CongTOM for the year ahonld, in addition be ci-olBdo nwmbon 
of the Subjecti Committee. 

Formal 

XVIL Eeaolred — That tho next Congron anemble at Nagpur 



CHAPTER XXIII 

PART I 

We come to the saddest episode in the stoi}’’ of the 
Congiess the split in the National paity The 
invitation to Nagpiii foi the Congiess of 1907 had 
been accepted by the Calcutta Congress, but some 
local disagieements having supeivened, which made 
the holding of the Congress theie difficult, if not 
impossible, the All-India Congre‘?s Committee, elected 
undei the tentative Constitution passed at Calcutta, 
decided that the Twenty-third National Congre'^s 
should be held at Suiat, and ^oine historic Fiench 
gardens on the banks of the Tapti, foiming Fi ouch 
teiiitoiy, veie taken, and a charming city of tents 
was made vith a huge Pavilion Tlio vholo conntrv 
was in a state of turmoil and excitement, and the 
signs of cleavage of the National p.irtv into Right and 
Left AALng=, indicated in the la'^t chapter, had grown 
marked Y(‘t all '«eemed well as the delegate-^ poured 
111 fiom all ‘'ide^, ''Oine 1,G00 in all , but no li>t of 
them seems to have '•uiMved 

Hi Rash Rehari Gho'^e had been diilv elected 
Prc'-idenr of the Congiess under the ttnnlne 
.57 
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BOW nCDU. WEODOET FOB FEEEIWII 


Constitution of 1006, and the first sign of dis- 
cord WES the aoggestion that Lain Lnjpat Rai, ^ust 
leleasod after his deportation should be elected as 
President, ns a protest against his unfair treatment 
by the QoTemment That staunch patriot however, 
refused to be made into a battle-flag, ond absolutely 
declined to be elected President m so irrogubr a 
foaUian ’’Then a rumour spread that the four nub 
taut Resolutions of the Calcutta Congress, on 
Self-Government Boycott Swadeshi and Isntional 
Education were not to be put before the Subjects 
Committee ^Vhence the rumour came none knew bnt 
rnmours nse and spread easily in an excited crowd 
The Congress met on December 26th 1&07 and the 
Pandal holding 7 000 people was pacLed- The Presi 
dent-elect received an enthnsiastic ovntion a few 
cries of hostibty being drowned in the roar of 
cheeriug The Chairman of the Reception Committee 
Mr Tnbhnvan Das Mnlvi welcomed the delegates 
in a short speech of which the moat noteworthy 
passage referred to the aad coDdition of the country 

Since the Oonpresa met year we ha-^e passed 
through very troublous tuna* mde^ Eminent Indians 
have been seriously suspected of and charged with the 
highest offence# sgwnst the State exciting sedition 
3 ri<Sang and the hke, in meet cases without justiBcation 
Somehow the idea became prevalent among the ruling 
<<Usa that the present year being the 50th year since the 
Indian Mutiny Indians were preparing for a similar 
-levolt, and a sort of paoio seix^ them To check this 
imaginary revolt all sort* of ropreasiTe and re-actionary 
^neasores were taken. Old obsolete enactments, of the 
^xiateooe whereof even no one ever dreamed, were brought 
mto requisition for the purpose of punishing people for 
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undefined offences assumed to have been committed, 
without giving any notice to the victims of the charges 
laid at their doois, or giving them an opportunity of 
meeting those charges The people in certain localities 
were assumed to harbour treasonable intentions, and 
meetings were prohibited in those districts, at first for a 
time, and we have now a very dangerous statute in the 
shape of the Seditious Meetings Act, capable of general 
application throughout the country by a notification m 
the Grovernment OazeHp, thrust upon us 

It IS all this coercive legislation, with the revival of 
the old wicked laws which place every man’s liberty at 
the mercy of a frightened official, which renders 
intelligible the attitude of the Left Wing, that 
nothing but opposition to a Government which stoops 
to such measuies is consistent with self-respect, or 
offeis any pio«pect of relief 

Uewan Bahadur Ambalal S Desai proposed Dr 
Rash Behan Ghose as Pi evident Beyond some cues 
of “^No, No,” there ivas little interiuption, but a 
tumult bioke out when the old favouiite of the Con- 
giess, Mr Burendianath Bannerol, aiose to second 
The paity ot shouteis seems to have been small, about 
30 according to The Statesvian, but they made so much 
noise, aided by the shouts of Older ” of the vast 
ma]oiity, that it was impossible to heai Mr Bannerji, 
and the Chau man adjourned the meeting till the 
next day, hoping hot feelings would die doivn 

The Congiess met again on the 27th, and the warm 
gieeting of a huge majority showed the feeling of the 
delegates Mr Suieiidianath Bannerji finished his 
speech, Pandit Motilal Nehiu supported his pioposal, 
and Dr Rash Behan Gliose was elected, and took the 



408 now iKciA wBouonT ron fetedom 

cbftir amid rociforous applftiii»p Mr G TilnV 
then cnmo to tlio platform and wild lip wished to move 
an amendment oitlier abont an adjournment or to 
the Presidential election An argument misued 
Mr Iilak attempted to nddresa the doU'gntes who 
refused to listen to him upholding tin authority of 
the President who had ruled him out of order 
The platform nms charged by men armed ^ith sticLa, 
a heavy shoe was flung at and struck Sir PJieroieshoh 
Mehta and ilr Surendmnath Bennerji the President 
declared the meeting adjourned and the police 
cleared tlie Hall — a end page in the glonons history 
of the Congress hot the Congress a-as saved by the 
gtatesmaubke ochon of Sir Pheroieshah Mehta ilr 
Gokhale Mr D K Wacha Dr Pnsh Behan Ghoso, 
Pandit Madan Mohan MaUnja Mr Y Krishnoswami 
Iyer and many others 

They met and drew up the follovnng notice call 
mg a National Convention on the next day December 
28 th 

The 23rd Indian Nationa] Congress having been 
suspended nns dte under pninfol cirrumstaDces, the under 
signed hare resolved with a new to the orderly conduct 
of future political wort in the country to mil a Conren 
tion of those delegates to the Congress who are agreed 

(1) That the attainment by India of Self Govern 
ment similar to that enjoyed by the Self Goreming mem 
hers of the British Empire, end participation by ber m 
the rights and reipouBiDilities or the Empire on equal 
terms with those members is tbe goal of our political 
aspirations, 

(2) That the advance towards this goal is to be by 
strictly constitutional meone, by bringing about a steady 
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reform of tlie existing system of administration, and by 
promoting National Unity, fostering public spirit, and im- 
pioving the condition of the mass of the people 

(3) And that all meetings held for the promotion 
of the aims and objects above indicated have to be 
conducted in an orderly manner, with due submission to 
the authority of those that are entrusted with the power 
to control their procedure, and they are requested to 
attend at 1 p m on Saturday the 28th of December, 
1907, in the Pandal lent for the purpose by the working 
Committee of the Reception Committee of the 23rd 
Indian National Congress 

Sitjned 

Rash Behahi Chose 
Pherozeshah M Mehta 
SUEENDRANATH BaNNERJI 
G K COKHALE 
D E Wacha 


Norendraaath Sen 
Ambalal Sakbral Desai 
V Krishnaswani Iter 
Tribhovandas N !Malvi 
!Madan Mohan ]Malavjta 

And many others 


Over 900 of the delegates subscribed to the above 
and attended the meeting If the Congress was not 
to be slain by violence, some one had to act, and the 
delegates who originally signed the notice spiaug into 
the breach Tlie approval of a large majority of the 
delegates present legitimatised the calling of the 
Convention, and, if a majoiity is to lule, the Con- 
vention was the child of the 23rd National Congiess 
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta proposed Di Rash Behan 
Chose to the chair The motion was seconded by 
Mr Surendranath Bannerji, and suppoited by Lala 
Lajpat Rai and otheis It was earned unanimously, 
and Di Rash Behan, taking the chair, called on Mr 
Gokhale to move the Resolution appointing a Com- 
mittee to draw up a Constitution for the Congiess 
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Mr Goliale moved over n hundred names of leadinjf 
Con^essrnen present Dewan Bahndnr Govinda 
raghavn Aiyar tecondwl Mr A C^oudliun supported 
It was earned nnnnimonalv Sir Pbcroreslinh Militn 
Messrs GakhaleandWatliawere appointed Seen tarie^, 
and Dr Ghose dissohed the Convention the bridge 
Trhich earned the Congress from its old «\Rtcm to the 
new It has been said that the Surat not shows the un 
fitness of Indiana for Se\f Governwent it aotma to us 
that the quickness of recovery the prompt action the 
bnsiness hke proeednre were far better proofs of their 
fitness than the condneting of peaceable mot tings 
To meet an unexpected emergency to grapple with 
It and to secure the continuity of the Congress 
showed etatesuranship and jodgmeut and we should 
like to know what better procedure could have been 
followed- 

The Convention Committee met at Allahabad on the 
18th and 19th of April 1908 end dren up a Conatitu 
tion for the Indian bational Congress They also 
drew up a set of Rules for the conduct of meetings 
Articles I and H are the vital ones, and run as follows 

Arlule I — The ohjectsof the IndianKatiODal Congress 
tre the attainment hj the people of India nf a irrstem of 
Govemmeirt aimilar to that eojoyed by the Self Gorerning 
Members of the British Empire and a partipipstion by 
them m the rights and responmbilitiee of the Empire on 
eqnsl terms with those memDet*. These objects are to be 
achieved bv constitirtional means, by bringing ahont a 
steady reform of the exu-ting system of admmistretion, 
and bv promoting national unity fotrtennp public spirit, 
and developing and orgUDising the inteUertual, moral 
economic and industrial resources of the country 
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[This i'? the famous “ Creed ” ] 

Arfjclc II — Evgi '3 delegate to the Indian National 
Congicss shall express in A\iiting his acceptance of the 
Obiects of the Congiess as laid down in Article I of 
this Constitution, and his willingness to abide by this 
Constitution, and b> the Rules of the Congress heieto 
apjionded 

The Madras Congress of 1908 was held under this 
Constitution, which was formally laid on the table. 
This Constitution, with the Rules, w^as submitted to 
the Congress at Allahabad in 1910, and a Resolution 
was there passed ref ei ring vaiious pioposed amend- 
ments to a Sub-Committee, which was oidered toi 
lepoit before the end of Octobei, 1911, the report to 
be laid before the Congress of that year It was so 
laid, and was fuither amended and adopted by the 
Congiess of Calcutta in 1911, it was still further 
amended, and passed as amended, by the Congress of 
Baiikipur in 1912 

They thus became the Congress Constitution and 
Rules, being accepted by the body which is the only 
National Congress in the field, and is accepted as 
the National Congress in India, and in the whole 
world outside India 

A few adheients of the Stuaits may deny that the 
acts which placed the Guelphs on the Bxitish Throne 
weie constitutional, but the controversy is academi- 
cal The succession of the Guelphs is a fazt cLCcomph 
So with the National Congress It was, it is, and it 
will be Most Indians are grateful to the ma 3 ority, 
who foiled the revolution of 1907, and carried on the 
Law IS silent amid the clash of arms ” 


succession 
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Thev did tho best tliej could under nlnmrmnl circuin 
Btnnces, and tlio Isatiou bj contmning to Kend up 
its delegates jear after joar Ims confimiod their 
action 

An attempt to find a path of recontilmtion was 
made in 1914 and failed 11> whoso fault it js once 
more idle to di,><pute TheCoiigress however appoint 
ed a Committee to couaider onicndmi nts to tho present 
rnle under which the Loft ing refuses to come in 
At the time of writing the Committee has not 
met but if It make any omendment and the Con 
gross approve it and the Left Wing accept it it can 
only be acted on in 1016 Pmctical politicians 
work from the status qMO and tlie Congress door 
IS open to all who accept its prasent ConrtihitioD It 
would seem reasonable for the Left ‘Wing to imitate 
the Irish partj who while denouncing the Act of 
Union on the platform accepted it as a faxt accumpU 
in politics came in under it into the Honses of 
Parliament and then proceeded to fight for Home 
Buie That is the democratio way of carrying on 
political battles Above all in meetings where a 
President has been duly elected as at Surat hia 
Toling must be obeyed otherwise the meeting as at 
Surat becomes a mob The sine qua non of a Demo- 
■cracy is order under laws made by itself Dr Hash 
Behan Qhose had been elected under the tentative 
Constitation of 1906 passed bv the whole Congress 
and no one had any nght to challenge it That waa 
the pnmary unconstitutional action out of which the 
further trouble grew the Congress adjourned by 
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Inin . 1 *^ Pu'suliMit, mot midoi lum . 1^.1 in at JiFaclias, 
''till ilio J tid (’umrio'vv, cfimpo-^od ol a ciowd oi the 
■^anie dcdoiratos niid of ollioiv added to fliein h^ the 
Xalioip tlio final CVaiit of AjijkmI tIius pio'^eiving 
the ( esMon 


I’Ml'l 11 

Tlie Twonty-thnd National C’ongi ad]oui ned at 
Riirat, met at ^^adla'^, on the 28lh, 29th and lOth 
Deceinhei, 'f’lie Pandal had been elected m 

the Kljiliiii'^toiie Ground'^, Mount Jload , it nu‘t under 
tlie CuUbtitiition and Pule*? diawn up by the Com- 
mittee appointed b\ tlie National Convention at 
Surat, and the ‘signing of Article I ^^as necessary for 
admis‘'ion as a delegate (>26 delegates attended, 
distributed as follows 


]\fadras 

404 

Boinbaj 

134 

United Bciifral 

36 

U P 

23 

C P and Berm 

18 

Paniab 

7 

Burma 

4 


626 


Dewan Bahadui K Krishnaswami Rao, C I E , 
the Chairman of the Reception Committee, after 
welcoming the delegates, said a few words on the 
refoims proposed by Lord Moile}’-, on which the 
opinion of Congress should be expressed For the 
first time they met under a Constitution, draivn 
up by the Committee appointed at Surat , Mr Hume, 
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Sir 'Wnimm Weddorbnrn and Sir Dadablmi Naoroji 
had approved both tl o Constitution and the Kolefl 
but they were of cour^ aubject to niodificntion by 
the Congress In concluding the Chairman expressed 
the grief of India for the lo*vi of two groat men, 
Hal BaJmdnr P Ananda Cliarln C I F and 
Sir V BlioshjTim Iyengar C I h Tie called on 
Nawab Syed Mohammad to moxe that the Hon Roah 
Behan Ghos© take the Chair 

Tlie Nawab Sahflb proposed the motion which was 
seconded by Rao Babodnr R Is Mndliolkar supports 
ed by Sir Blialohandra Knshnn and earned by 
tumnltnons applause 

The President began by aJlnding to the Surat 
trouble aud juatifnng the coarse taken to preserve 
the Congress Turning to the condition of India he 
spoke of the encoession of repressive laws, and 
deportations under a lawless law as sapping the most 
robust optnnism bat now the clouds had broken and 
representative Govemment was to be granted and 
Indians were to have an effective voice in directing 
the policy of the Government IVe shall now 
have something like a constitutional Government in 
the place of on antocratio and irresponsible adminis- 
tration Some unfortonato repressive laws had been 
passed with the natural result of secret crime that 
which happened in other countries happened in India 
and a few began to dallr with treason Coercion 
and even the appearance of coercion tend to create 
only distrust and suspicion There had been during 
the year some twenty prosecutions for sedition and 
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as many convictions^ and when feeling runs high 
every editoi or speaker convicted of sedition is 
regarded as a martyi Sedition was a vague offence, 
and might be made to cover any political agitation 
In India, where a man tried for sedition had not the 
defence of a jury, a prosecution can only he justified 
when the public peace is imperilled by wild writ- ' 
mgs or speeches ” He hoped that, ere long, a 
successor of his in that chaii would “ be able to 
congratulate the country on the repeal of Regulation 
III of 1818, a barbarous relic from the past — an un- 
weeded remnant which ought to have been extirpated 
long long ago ” [Dr Grhose refers to the odious 
lettre de cachet system, which still stains our legisla- 
tion But we are not likely to get nd of it till we 
have Home Rule Autocracy does not readily part 
with its unconstitutional weapons ] 

The President looked forward to the day when a 
successor should announce the gaming of Self-Govern- 
ment, but he thought it far off 

A younger generation will take up the work, who vuU, 

I trust, have some kindly thoughts for those who too, m 
their day, strove to do their duty, however imperfectly, 
through good report and through evil report, with, it may 
he, a somewhat chastened fervour, but, I may say without 
boasting, a fervour as genuine as that which stirs and 
inspiies younger hearts 

The delegates were then asked to elect their 
delegates foi the Subjects Committee, and the Con- 
gress adjourned 

The second day opened with the reading of a 
message fiom Mr Keii Hardie, brought by Dr Clark, 
M P , who had come as a delegate 
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The President then mo\cd Poaolntion I tendering 
lo}nl lioiBOge to tho King Lmperor tvnd rcsjvpctfulU 
■welcoming the mossngo of Ills Majesty confirming 
tho Iroclamation of I80S The Hesolution istis 
carried nmid loud npplniiao 

Rcsolntion II e'^prosaing the deep satinfaction \ntli 
which Lord ^lorley a De^tpatch outlining tho Rofonn 
proposals had been reteued nnd hoping tlmt tho 
Reforms would be worked out in the lilieml spirit in 
which they had been conceived was moved hy 
Mr Surendrannth Bannerji Ho «iid that in the early 
days they had only asked for a bttle exptinsion of 
theliegislative Councils but now tbingshad changed; 
Asm was tliTDbbing with new life Japan bad become 
a "World Power China and Persia were seeking re- 
presentative institntionfl India hoped the Reforms 
would widen oat m the future In Bengal there was 
a growing feeling of tlie uselcaimBas of constitutional 
agitation since no efforts hod availed to get rid of 
the Partition but he still clung to constitntional 
means. And they should all welcome these Reforms 
as a message of conciliation They would be able 
to do something under the new conditions In Bengal 
nme respectable men Lad been deported 

To arrest nine respoctablo persons, to snatch them 
away from their famibes and detain thorn in pneon 
■without a complamt or a charge, and Tvithoat affording 
them the oppartunity of explanntinn or defence is a 
proceeding abhorrent to minds wedded to constitutional 
methods of procedure and to the canons of law and justice 

Under the proposed Reforms they would at least 
be able in snoh cases to challenge the Government 
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in tlioConiKil 'JMu' ]?nleh- to be fi.imed under the 
<clioine Yoie all-nnpoi innt ’^Fliev niig-lit nialce it 
‘'Ucce'ssfnl, oi biiiifr ,ibon<, total failure 

The lion Pandit ^ladan j\Iolian Malavpa seconded 
the Pesolntion, expio'^-'ing theirs ai in giatitiide foi 
the instalment oi JlcFoim oftei ed to tlienp though it 
did not go as fai a-^ they wished Let nobody 
imagine the Pefoi ms a\ ei e tinal They must ask foi 
more and moie 

Pao Bahadui P N Miidholkai suppoited, and 
pointed to the definite gains in the jnoposals made 
Denan Bahadui L A Goi iiidai.ighava^ in vieiY 
of the opposition to Loid Moiley in England, thought 
tlie.'i should express their Mew that the pioposals 
■\^ele conceived in a genet ous spiiit, the Refoiras were 
substantial though not laige Lala Haikishan Lai 
and Ml Jehangii B Petit suppoited, the lattei 
laying stress on the woik done in England by 
]Mi Gokhale Mi M A Jinnah, the Rev Dr R A 
Hume, Pandit Gokaiannath Misia and Di Claik 
also suppoi ted, the lattei expiessnig the hope — doom- 
ed to failure — that they might m the next Congiess 
be as pleased with the Act as they weie with the 
outline of the proposals '' The Russian bureaucrat 
had got to go , the Tuikish bineauciat has got to go , 
the Indian bureauciat has got to go also If the 
buieauciat is bad in Europe, he is bad here also ” 
The Resolution was cairied 

The Piesident then put from the Chair Resolution 
III, expiessing detestation of the deeds of violence 
committed, and it was carried 
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Resolution TV brought up once again the ill treat- 
ment of BntiBh Indiana in South Afnca [It will be 
noticed that under the rule of another Nation no 
gnerance ii redressed mlhout years of agitation and 
pleading if redressed at all Hence the constant 
repetition of the some Resolutions ] It was mored by 
Mr Mushir Hasan Kidwai who had been elected 
as delegate of the Johanneobnrg British Indian Asso- 
ciation and the Hamidia Islamic Society there to 
the Congress and the All India Mnslim League to 
represent their wrongs Ue made an admimble and 
forcible speech 

The paMion of earth hunger has been ou Europe for 
a long time past and there u hardly a eomor of the world 
irhere the white man has not penetrated and which ho 
wonld not h\e to make his own, Will the whole isorld 
then become the white man s and all the coloured men 
have to move oway from it f If the Transraal is to be 
dubbed a white man s country why ihonld not then aleo 
Egypt, or India or Algiers P I fail to aee, gentlemen the 
logic of this arbitrary theory that a white man a country 
should be a forbidden land for coloured men Is or would 
the argument that the Indians should not be allowed to 
lire in a conntry in which Buropeeni also live because 
they lower the standard of Imng hold water for a 
moment. The neceeaary corollary of that proposition 
would be, that Asiatic* may object to Europeans and 
Amencans Imng in their midst, as then- influence 
and example would lead them to live in a style unsuited 
to the circumstances of their country 'W^ould the 
Europeans leave Asia on the ground that the coloured 
man s continent ought to remain the colonred man s 
continent P The more you raise the standard of living 
the more you increase paupensm, Tn India the poor 
people who could live comfortably on an income of ^ 2 
a month hare now to starve on that income thanks to the 
raising of the standard of bring I do not know what 
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■western mornlists sti}, hut nn Eastern -nould 

nnhesitntinph prefer nn all-iound low stiindnid of livinpr, if 
it Asould render the oi dinni \ comfoils of life accessible in a 
lai crer depreo to the poor ninsses and make a slender income 
suflice foi n re^pectahlc Ining standard of living, for 

instance, is highei than was llmt of my grandfather, 
hut when 1 go to nii people and my tenants, and see them 
stniggling haid for then vcr\ cMstence, luing in worse 
hon‘-es than they ii^ied to and on less suflicient food, I 
stand self-condemned for tlie selfish folli of spending moi'e 
on ni> own Imiig than 1 might 

He caustically said 

Just imagine what an} section of the Europeans le- 
sident in China would do, if they were put to similar 
wori}ing insults hy the Chinese Government 

Mr C Y Clmilamaiii, in seconding, pointed to the 
eftect on the public mind in India of the continued 
ill-tieatment of Indians in South Africa The Re- 
solution was supported by Mr Ibrahim Nooidien 
Muquadain, Dr H L Desai, Mr G K Gadgil, and 
Dr Claik, M P , and cained 

The Hon Mi Kiishnan Nair moved Resolution Y, 
appealing for the leveisal of the Paitition of 
Bengal, and it was seconded by Mr Ambikacharan 
Mozuindai, fioni wdiom we must cull one paragiaph 
which IS alw-^ys true of Indian as of other despotisms 

As regards new facts, well, they aie painfully in 
evidence in the unrest which is surging from one end of 
the country to the othei, and marking its ravages both 
in Upper India as well as in the Deccan, and latterly in 
the ugly developments which have disgTaced the Indian 
public and blotted the Indian administration Violence 
and lawlessness we hate , anarchism we detest But it 
seems impossible not to feel the foice of the circumstance 
which has given monstrous birth to the insane bomb- 
maker And, gentlemen, what has been the remedy 
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applied to tlna atato of thinga — Reprciwion HcprcffSion 
fiml uotlnng but Reprewfon Unt pontlcmcn if anarch 
uim hoa in ev(J^^ ago and in ovory country foiled to qcIuoto 
the wdrution of nny people ropn^nion haa liken utoiio- 
wlicro Raccocdod in rcfrtonng pence ond order ami in this 
country roprcasion ban ao for only aucceoded m (Mnvortmg 
pnaon lionaof intotnartyrdoma. Hott long oh how long 
will thia intolomblo atnte of tfiinga cnntiuao V Jf the 
Partition ui n aettlod fact the onrext in India la alao a 
settled fact, and it is for Lord Morley and tlie Government 
of India to dueido which ahonld bo onsettlcd to sottli. the 
question 

The Reftolution was supported by Messrs Dhurm 
daa San Hanchandm A'^isliindas nnd was earned 

Resolution VI accorded the cordial support of the 
CongreBS to the Swadeshi movement and was moved 
by Mr Dipnarrain Singh who pointed out that the 
Mohammadan weavers in Bengal had that year 
been able to resist the famine becnose of the move- 
ment The Resolution was seconded by Mr K. 
Perrasu supported by Messrs Iswara Saran G K. 
Ohitale R Y Mahajani and earned 

3Ir V V Jogiah moved Resolution VXI a protest 
against the imposition of new Jlilitarv charges on 
India the latest of £300 000 on the recommendation 
of the Romer Oomtmssion the Report of which the 
Government refused to lay on the table of the House 
He noted the growth of the expenditure from nearly 
11 crores and odd in 1857 to nearly 32 and odd in 
1906 07 Pandit Rambhaje Datta Chondhun formally 
seconded the Resolution was earned and the Con 
gresa rose 

The third day^a proceedings began with an invita- 
tion to a garden party from the Raja of Kollengode 
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and a telegiam from South Afiica, nearly 2,000 
Indians having suffered impiisonment in the Tians- 
vaal Then came oui old Sepaiation of Judicial and 
Executive Functions, as Resolution YIII, moved by 
Di Satish Chandia Banneiji, seconded by Mr E, 
Sadagopachaiiar, suppoited by Messis Bishunpada 
Chatter]! and Grovindaiao Apaji Patil, and earned 

Pandit E-ambhu] Dutt Choudhuii moved Resolu- 
tion IX, asking that the aimy might be thiown 
open to Indians m its higher giades It vas seconded 
by Ml Xarayana Menon, suppoited by Mr Govinda 
Shai Shaima and cairied 

Next came Resolution X, demanding the lepeal of 
the Bengal Regulation III of 1818, and othei similar 
Regulations in othei Pi evinces, and asking that 
the recently deported persons might be given an 
oppoitunity of meeting the cliaiges made against 
them, 01 else be set at liberty Mr Syed Hasan 
Imam moved the Resolution, the necessity for which 
was, and still is, a disgiace to Biitish lule in India 
The speaker, after showing that there were no 
cii cumstances which justified the seizure of peaceable 
citizens and diaggnig them away fiom their homes 
■without chaige or tiial, spoke of the nine lecent 
ariests and of the pievious arrest of Lala Lajpat Rai 
“Unexplained depoitations shook the faith of the 
most lojal in the justice of a law that hides its 
pioceedings fiom public gaze ” Babu Bhupendi-anath 
Basu seconded, as a close peisonal fiiend of some of 
those depoited, they were his fellow-woikers foi 
man} yeais “Aie we to be impiisoned, are we to 

38 
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be deported, nre we to be arrested \nthout being 
given even an opportunitv of explaining our conduct * ” 
Tliere had been Intel} the ifidnaporc trial whore 
elderly men some of the highest men in Indian Society 
had ^on thrown into pnson and when tliev were 
brought to trial it was found tliat thi nhole 
prosecution under which the men wore snhjected to 
indescribable ignomiii} was baseil upon tliu informa 
tion of a drunken debauchee picked up in tlie t»trcets 
of Midnapore ’ information that had to lx abandoned 
Mr P Lt. Pa] l*at supported in a feu words and 
then Dr Te] !^hadar bapru pointed ont tlmt in no 
other countr} in the British hmpirt did such a law 
exist aa tliat which they desired to be repealed 
The spirit of it was 

against the verr first pnoeiples of English jnrisprn 
deuce and it is opposed to ^1 tho traditions of the I nghsh 
Constitution 1 would go fortbor and nay tlmt it 
coustitutei! ft very great menace to our libortr It stands 
hanging over our heads Like the sword of Damocles 

The Resolution vrxis pat and earned 
Resolntion XI expressed the hope that Acts Vjl 
and XIV of 1908 would not long remain on the 
Statute Book and was moved by ilr P R 
Sundara Aiyar Act Vil allowed the summary 
attachment of newspaper presses and Act XIY made 
it punishable for any person to subscribe to an 
auviciation that was condemned the word know 
ingly was suggested as an amendment before 
Bubsonbe ’ but it was rejected. If such legislation 
were necessary it should only be passed for a short 
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period, and bi ought up foi lenewal if the necessity 
continued, as in Ii eland Mr S Smha seconded. 
Ml j\I Eamchand supported, and the Resolution 
■was passed 

The President put fioni the Chau Resolution XII, 
on legislation in the Cential Piovinces and Behai 
Gained 

Mr C Kaiunakaia Menon moved Resolution XIII, 
asking foi an eiiquii}'’ into the causes ot the high 
prices of food-stiitfs It was seconded by Mi A C 
Paithasaiathi Xaidii and earned 

Resolution XIA^, on Education, was iiioi ed by Mi A 
Choiidhun, seconded bj'- Rao Bahadui K C Desai, 
supported by Messrs Paiameshwai Lai and Utamlal 
Trivedi, and Di Xiliatan Siicai, and carried 

The President put fiom the Chau Resolution XV, 
on Permanent Settlement, and XVI, on the loss sustain- 
ed by the deaths of Messrs Kahchaiaii Banner]!, 
Alfred Webb, Bansilal Singh, Pandit Bishambarnath, 
and Rao Bahadui P Ananda Char hr Both earned 

The Hon Mr Grokhale then moved Resolution 
XVII, comprising messages of congratulation to 
Mr A 0 Hume on the Reforms , and to Sir AVilliam 
Weddeibnrn on his recovery from serious illness, and 
thanking him for all his work , thanking also the 
British Committee He made a long and eloquent 
speech, dwelling on the new i esponsibilities imposed 
on them by the Reforms, and on the need to co-oper- 
ate with Government under the new conditions The 
Resolution was carried without any further speaking, 
and Dr Clark responded 
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Ueftolution WHI appointed tlie members of the 
All India Congrew Committee Resolution \I\ 
tluuiked the Reception Committee and XX appoint 
ed Mesar® D E aclin and the lloii Mr D A 
Kliare General Set-retanea Ri solution XXI 
accepted Lahore for the meeting of the CongresB in 
1009 Tlien the Hon Mr ^ KriRlmns^vrimi Ai}ar 
moved a vote of thnnka to the President and 
Dr (Ihoae responded he Bounded a note of n-nming, 
for since hi8 presidential Hpeech nows had come from 
England of the gathering of ominous (louds in tlie 
political sky 

Oar enemies —did 1 say oar enemies t' I ought to 
have said the enemies of the Engluh people tho onomies 
of English rule m India ore trjing to thwart Lord 
ilorley e Reform eoheme. It is tberefore our duty to 
make organiaed efforts here, as well as id England! to 
counteract the mischievous action of mischievous bureau 
crate who even in their rotuemont, jo the very home 
of free institutions, have not lost their ro-nctionary 
instincts The leopard mar change his spots but there 
IS no hope take mv word for it for the son-dned 
bureaucrat The fetters are not taken off his mmd even 
in the free atmosphere of LnglaiKL Once a bareonrTut 
always a bureaucrat. 

The warning proved to be but too true the 
Reforma were spoUed 

The Twenty third Xationol Congresa dissolved 

RBBOLtrnONB 
To th« Kin^ Bmparor 

L SesolTcd — Tiiat th IndJan N tlcaial Oonfireo tenders fU 
lojal honuige to His Gmolo™ 11 jerty th King Emperor and 
roapectfnUy weJcoine^ th m e wago aent by EJ Jlaja^ to tbe 
Prineca and Peoplea of India on th Pifthjth AnniTOaary of tha 
memorable Proclamation laanedin 1858 by hU niaatTwoe Uothar 
Vfotoria the Good. 
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That this Congress begs to record its satisfaction that tho 
interpretation placed by it upon tho Pledge contained in that 
“ Groat Charter” of 1858 has been uphold by His Majesty 

That this Congress gratefully welcomes the pronouncement 
made by His Majesty that the time has come nhen the principle of 
representative institutions, nhich fi-om the first began to be 
gradually intioduced in India, may be pnidently ostendod, and that 
the politic satisfaction of the claim to eqiialitj of citizenship and 
greater share in legislation and gorommont made by important 
classes m India, representing ideas that hn\e been fostered and 
encouraged by British Rule, mil strengthen, not iinpaii, e\isting 
authority and ponei 

That tho Congress looks foiward with confidence to a stoadi 
fulfilment bj those m aiithoritj’ under the Cronn in letter and in 
spirit of tho pledges and assurances contained in the GiTat Charter 
of 1858 and in His Majesty’s Message of 1908 

Mmto-Morley Reforms 

II Kesohed — That this Congi"es8 desires to give cvpiession 
to the deep and general satisfaction mth n Inch the Eefonn pro- 
posals formulated in Lord Morlcy’s despatch hmo been roctued 
throughout tlio countij , it places on record its sense of higdi states- 
ninnship IV Inch has dictated tho action of the Gov eminent in the 
inattci, audit tenders to Lord Moi ley nndLoid Minto its most 
sincere and grateful thanks foi tlioir proposals 

That this Congress is of opinion that the jirojiosed c'cjnnsion of 
the Legislative Councils and the enlargement of then powoi-sand 
functions, in the ajipointmcnt of Indian iiiciiihers of the Evociitive 
Councils with tho ci’oation of such Councils where thcji do not cvist, 
and the finthor development of Local Self Government, con‘-titiitt 
a large and liberal instalment of the reforms needed to give the 
people of this count! V a substantial slinrt,' in the management of 
their affairs and to bring tho ndiiiiiiistrition info iloser touch with 
their wants and foehugs 

'flint this Congiess o\prcc‘-cs its confident hope flint the del tils 
of the projioscd <-01101110 will he worked out in the same liberal 
spirit in wlncb its niniii jirovisions, ns outlined in flic Sccrcfirv of 
State's desjufili, have been conceived 

Outrages 

III Rcsohod — Thai tins Contrit<-'- places on rciord its 
oiiipliatic and iintpialiticd condemnation of tlie df test ihle oiiiriges 
ami deeds of violent e which hnvt been tonnnitti d rrcenflv in '■rum 
pirts of the cmmtrv and wliuh art' iibborn nt to tli<> lov il hnniiiie 
and ]i( lu e lov incr nntim' of Hjs Mojesfi s Indian snbji t |s <if » vi n 
dciioinnunion 
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Indians In British Colonies 

I\ Rf»*ol H— Thst tl I* ConffTP** kiw with the ffTPOtPrt 
inaiffiiJiHon tlip. »Tid hnmlWaUnR an I ctoel tmitnK>nt t which 

Britiih Indian*, oren of thp hlffhrrt n**Twt bllltj and iKwltlon 
liave boon unbjoototl br tho Britt h Colonto* In Boatl Vfnen ■ d 
orpTOWt ItB a] rm t tfif Hkollhood of ooh trootm nt ro^nU np I 
farreticHnu oonao^ncncf of niwhioTin* hnrnct r onWulatod to 
cair*o proat Injorr to tho l>o*t Inloroai* of th Britl h E jdro nd 
tmata that th Iniporlol rartlam nt when praotfnp tho n w Con^tl 
tntion to Somh Africa, wUI arratr tl Int ro*f of tho Indian 
Inhabitant* of Booth Africa. 

That thli Conprota bopa oornoatlr to fur** opoo tho British 
Porilamont and tJ o Gorornm nt f India, th )c«irabil tj of leal 
I g with the 0 If-Qi/Tomlng Colonic* I th <«ir« manner In wbkh 
the kttor mthleaaly deal with Indian lot rc*t* ao long ** th j 
adhere t tho aeUlih and no aided polkj which tboj proclaim and 
pnotUe and pertltt In th Ir pmaont coorao of donrlng to ITI* 
Uaje*t 7 a Indian nbJoeU tbei Jnat right* ■ dtlsco* of th Empire 

That thU Congn**, while aware f the declamtlon of rreponri 
hie statesmen in taroar of allowing th Self>OoTtmij g Colnol ■ In 
th firiUih Empire to m oopollao raat tneU cd imdprvloped terri 
toriea for ex lodre white vatU moot deema It right to polat oot 
that the poUer of hatting the 4oor and dnmng tho righta of fail 
BritUh ddsenihlp to ail rabjocta of th Brit ih Orown, while 
preaching and enfnrefng the opposite poll t in A la and other pnrta 
of tho wtnid, U fraaght with graxe talaehlof to the Empire and I a* 
imwiae aa it U onrighteoaa. 

Partition of Bsn^ol 

V Beeolred — That thl* Congron earaeatlj apne*d* to tho 
Ooremment of India and th Becretnry of Btato for India to r ote i ae 
the Partition f Bengal, o to modt^ It in roch a manner u to keep 
tho entire Bengali tpeaklng commimltj' under one and tho same 
adminiatratton. 

That thl* OangroM I* of opinion that the rectiflcatlon of thia 
admitted error will restore cont ntment to the Prtrrinco of Bengal, 
give witijf otkin to the 5tber ProTince* nd Instead of Impairing 
wfD enhance the jneaUge of Bla U je * tj ■ Goremment thronghont 
the conntrj 


Bwodsahl 

TT Beaol ed — That this Oongreta accord* It* moat cordial 
snpport to th Swadeahi Iforement, and call* upon the people of the 
co untr y to labour f r h» sttecoaa by making eameat and sustained 
effort* to piomot the growth of Indoatrie* capah] of development 
in the oonntry and respond to th effort* of Indian producer* by* ' 
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giving preference, wlierever prachcable, to Indian products over 
imported commodities, oven at a sacrifice 

VII Resolved — That this Congiess enters its emphatic protest 
against the fresh harden of -€100,000 -which the British Wai Office 
has imposed on tlie Indian EKcheqnei for military charges on the 
recommendation of the Romer Committee, the proceedings of which 
the Uudei -Sccretni y of State for India has refused to lay on the table 
of the House of Commons, in contravention of premous practice in 
such matters 

That this Congress views mth the greatest regret the 
repeated imposition of militaiy charges by the British War Office on 
the Indian tav-pa^ er from the date of the Army Amalgamation 
Scheme of 1859, in regai d to which imposition the Government of 
India has repeatedly lemonstrated 

That this Congress lespectfully niges upon the attention of Hia 
Majesty s Government the necessity of revising the Army 
Amalgamation Scheme of 1859 in the light of the experience of the- 
last fifty years, and the desirability of laying down a fair and! 
leasonable principle vhich shall fiee the todian Exchequer from 
unjust exactions of this character 

IX Resolved — That this Congiess pmys that the high recogni- 
tion of the 1 alour and fidelitv of the Indian troops by His Majesty the 
King-Emperor in his Message to the Princes and Peoples of India 
should include the thron mg open to Indians of higher careers in the 
Army, from which, as this Congress has repeatedly pointed out, 
they have been hitheito excluded 

liOgal 

VIII Resolved — That this Congress records its satisfaction 
that the propo-<al for the separation of Executive and Judicial 
functions has received the sanction of the Government in some 
definite shape for the Province of Bengal , but is at the same time 
of opinion that the scheme should also be extended througnont the 
country, and that it will not succeed in its object unless and until 
the entire Judicial Service be placed directly and absolutely under 
the High Court or Chief Court, as the case may be, even in matters 
of promotion and transfer 


Coercion 

Letfres de cachet 

X Resolved — That having regard to the recent deportations, 
and the gra\e risk of injustice imolved in Government action based 
upon ex parte and untested information, and having regard to the 
penal lavs of the country, this Congress strongly urges upon the 
Goiernment the repeal of the Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and 
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tltnllir BfffnlaUcmi In other ProTlnwr* of Indln j »nd It naprclfoHy 
prnyi that tLo porwrii rcrontly <lcport«rd In Benff*! bo gh-onm 
opiwrtmjity of cicolpoUnB tbomrclTc*, or for mpcting nny charge* 
that may bo ognlnat thorn or bo act at llliorty 
Ad* fatsos 

XL Reaolrctl'-That thj Congror* iJoploro* the dmunitanci?* 
which hare led to tho pnaring of Act VII of 1D06 and Act XIV of 
1006 but harlnff irparf to tliclr draalk character arHl to the fact 
that a mdden cmcrgoncT alone can afford any joatlflcntlon for anch 
eiceptloonl lepialntloni thl OoBgrcaa erpccaaea Ita rmmevt hope 
that thew r^ctmenta will only barr a trmponiTy exlatenco In tho 
Indian Statnte Booh 

PrOTrlnolM OrlaTAnou 

Xn Rewired— That thl* Oonjrre*^ orgr npoo the Oorem 
nwnt the neeearitr of 

(o) pladng in resnrd to and dmi Utratire 

mattera tho Prndnee of Qecar oa the aaroo footing aa the Ptoriooca 
Ineiadod Id Britlah lodta i and 

(b) eftnblUhing a Logifladre Cococfl for the comblDed 
territoiy of the Oeotrel ProHoeea and Borar 

Bifh PrloM of Food««tntf« 

XICL Bewlred — That tbia Oongma la of opinion that har 
ing regard to the high pricea f food •tnff* for the port tcreral 
year* and the hardafalpa to which the middle and poorer laam 
are p t th reby an enquiry ahotdd be in Ututed by GoTeroment 
Into the onitaes of each high prtcea, with a riew to aieertaiD bow 
tmi and by what rentedie# mob cnosea could be remored. 

Eduo&tlon 

XIV Boaoired — That tbia Oongrea* ii of opinion that the 
Ooremm nt ihanld tako immediate rteps 

(fl) to make Primttry Bdocatioo free at once and gradoaliy 
■oompolaory throughont the cwiinby 

(b) to aaaigiv Urge ainna of momey to Beccmdaiy and Higher 
Xdooatlan (apccial eoconranmtmt being giren where neceiMry to 
«daoate all backward olaMeO 

(e) to mak adeqnate prorialon for imparting Indnrtrial and 
Technical Bdocatioo in th diff rent ProriDce*, haring regard to 
local requirement*, and 

(il to glre eflwrtfre rofoe to the leader* of Indian public 
opinion in ahaplng the polioy and tyrtom of Education in thl* 
ooontry 
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In the opinion of this Conj'ress the time has anived for 
people all ovei the countiy to tahe np eamesrlj the qnestion of 
supplementing existing institutions and the efforts of the Govern- 
ment by oiganising for themselves an independent system of 
Literary, Scientific, Technical, and Industrial Education, suited to 
the conditions of the different Provinces in the country 

Permanent Settlement 

XV Resolved— That this Congress is of opinion that the 
prospeiity of an agricultural country like India cannot be secured 
Tvithout a definite limitation of the State demand pn land and it 
regrets that Lord Gurzon in his Land Resolution of 1902 failed to 
recognise the necessitj of any such limitation, and declined to 
accept the suggestions of Sir Richard Garth and other menio- 
nalists on the mattei 

This Congress holds that in Provinces where the Permanent 
Settlement does not now exist, a reasonable and definite liimtation 
of the State demand and the introduction of Permanent or a 
Settlement for a period of not loss than sixty years, are the onlj tnic 
remedies foi the gi-ovving impoverishment of the agncultural 
population 

This Congioss cmphaticalh piotosts against the v icw that the 
Land Revenue in India is not a tax but is in the nature of rent 

Grief of Congress 

XVI Resolved — That this Congiess recoids its sense of the 
great less which the countij has sustained in the death of 

!Mi Kabcharan Bannerji, 

Pandit Rishnmbamath, 

Mr Alfred V ebb, 

Mr Bunsilul Singh, and 

Rni Bahadur P Annnda Chnrlii 

Congratulations and Thanks 

XVII Resolved — (a) That the following incssagt ho 
addressed by the Congress to Mr A 0 Hunn 

This Congress sends jou its cordi d greetings and congnitiil i- 
tions The reforms announced bv Lord Morlcv arc a pntial fruition 
of the efforts made bv the Congro'is during the Ia‘;t twcntv-tlim 
jeai-s, and we are gntihod to think that to von, as its father and 
founder, thej must be a source of grcit and simcro sat i^fai t ion 

(?() Tins Congress offeis its snuert < ongmulatioiis to Sir 
William Wedderburn, Bart, on Ins recent ret overv from n si non'- 
illness and takes this opjiortiinitv to gi\ e expression to it'- diep 
gntitiido for the nnllagging real and devotion, and the love, 
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potterw ind ninRlonrm of purpose with which he h»* Ulmirwl f r 
the Indian cnoae riarin|r thf U t Iwcntr yr*r» and which hat been 
ItTgtly In^rnniontal in areori jf f r ConjiTt^ riewa and 
rej n?*«nt tkm« tho fnroarabl con d ration which they ha o 
rocelred in England. 

(c) Thii Coogrraa deiirr* to COOT** to nHsiniH'raof th Britiih 
Committee it (^ratcfiil thanka f r tl eir dl intrroatoU and 
atrcBUoni aerricea In th nntc of Indi a poiiticnl adrancomenU 
XI\ Beaol od That thia Congtr e accords ita moat hearty 
tbanka for th hoapiuHty with which the* lleception Committee 
haa rrcoirod tho delegntea and tl c perfection f tho rmnffrmcnta 
made for th Ir comfort daring th r atny in Undrav Tho Conprrti 
olao th nka tho Captain Lienteitanta and Uombera f the ConirTe*a 
Corpa for the tronW th t ban taken in looking after the 
romfocta of tho d logatea, and n bdng rerr dlltgent In preaerr ng 
order throagbont the aeaal 

Formwl 

XniL Reaolred — That the folktwiag gontleraen are 
appointed membera of th All lodin C ngreas Coramittee {Lift 
auffed) 

XS, Eeaolred— That Hr D E. Uacha an 1 the II JJr Daji 
Ah«]i Kh a r o be appoint d Ooneral Becretarloa for the enaning year 
XXT Beaoired — That the next Crngreea aa«esl>)e at Lnhm 



CHAPTER XXIV 


The TAveiity-tom til National Congies^ met in Lalioie, 
in the Biadlaugh Hall, on the 27th Decembei, 1909 
There was a great chill ovei the counti}’’, in con- 
sequence of the wa} in Avhich the Minto-Moiley Re- 
forms had been wiecked by the rules made foi their 
carrying out , the Panjab was restless and sullen , 
the number of delegates drojiped to 24 1, and only 
76 came from the Panjab itself, the Official Report 
desciibes the Hall as "faiily well filled” The 
delegates were distributed as follows 


Madras 

20 

Bombay (27), Sindh (30) 

57 

Bengal 

20 

C P and Berar 

6 

U P 

64 

Panjab 

76 


243 


Lala Harkishan Lai, the Chairman of the Re- 
ception Committee welcomed the President-elect 
and the delegates His speech was in the minor 
key, for the Congress had been attacked on all 
sides , some said it was disloyal at heart, otheis that 
it excited the young and so caused tendencies which 
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would lend to violonco otiiors 8aid its da} 
was over The Muslim League and the Hindu 
Conference had both assailed it Hence the smallness 
of their gathering Ho condemned the Council 
Regulations ns unjast and impolitic and disapproved 
of the liund Legislation embodied in the Acts of IDOO 
1906 and 1007 Ho called on Mr Surondranath 
Banner]! to propose that Pandit iladan Mohan 
MQlavi}a should take the Chair 

Surendranath Balm welcomed him ns President ns 
one of the earliest and most devoted of Congressmen 
he remembered him in 1886 when he made hia first 
speech which marked him out as a fntnre leader 
and that promise had been fulfilled The} owed him 
special thanks in that though snfienng from the 
effects of malarial fever be hod stepped fonvnrdto fill 
the vacancy suddenly occorring m the Presidentship 
of the Congress an act of devoted self-sacrifice 
Mr G K Parekh seconded Dewan Bahadur L A 
Govindaraghara Aiyar and Raimda Bhagat Ram 
supported and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya took 
the Chair amid loud applause 

The President alluded to the sudden resignation of 
Sir Pheroseshah Mehta the duly elected President 
only BLX days before the Congress and the great 
disappointment caused He had had no time for pre 
paration but would try to do his best They had to 
mourn the loss of Mr Lalmoban Ghose and Mr 
Romeah Chandra Dutt and also of that true tnend of 
India the Marqms of Ripou The President then 
turned to the total change of feeling among educated 
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Indians at the last Congiess they had hailed the 
Refoiras with ]oy , the Regulations, issued fire weeks 
before the present Congiess, had caused widespread 
disappointment and dissatisfaction He then sketched 
the history of the claim for repiesentative Goyeinment 
fiom 1876, when Messis Suiendianath Bauneiji and 
Ananda Mohan Bose had established the Indian 
Association of Calcutta, which had lepresentative 
Government among its objects The most sti iking 
featme of the Reforms was the admission of Indians to 
the Executive Councils of the Yiceroy <ind of the 
Governois of Madias and Bombay The United 
Provinces, with a population of 48 millions, fai laigei 
than either Madras (38 millions) or Bombay (19 
millions), was not given an Executive Council The 
Regulations had intioduced lehgion into politics, 
and had difterentiated electoiates by leligious beliefs 
Muhammadan minorities weie given sepaiate elector- 
ates and were allowed also to vote in the geneial elec- 
toiates, while Hindu mmoiities in the Panjab and 
Assam enjoyed no such electoiates Puithei a Muham- 
madan who jiaid an income-tax on Rs 3,000 a yeai, 
money oi land levenue, had a vote But the non- 
Muhammadan paying on thiee lakhs of lupees had 
no vote jMuhaminadan graduates of five years stand- 
ing had a vote, iion-JIuhammadan giaduates of 
thirt}’" yeais had none Again, only membeis of 
Municipal and Uistiict Boaids weie eligible to the 
Provincial Councils The Piesident pointed out the 
many othei defects, such as the nominations nhich 
made the iion-official majoiit} ” a farce, except in 
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Bengal, tlianks to Sir Ldwnrcl Baker IIo tljun spoke 
on a number of other questions exprcsv.'d tbo deep 
sorrow of the Cong^rvssfor the murders of Sir William 
Cnrrou W\lie, Dr Lalkalm and Mr Jackson and for 
the attempt on tho life of the V icoroj condcmnisl the 
deportations tho Partition of B< ngnl and tho Punjab 
Land Alienation Act He concluded a fine speech 
— nhen did Pandit 3[adan "Molmn speak otherwise 
than finol} *' — bj defending the Congress, and depre- 
cating sectananiatn and then moved from the Clinir 
the first three Resolntioua grieving for the loss of 
Messrs Lalmolmn Qbo^o and Ronii ah Cliandm Dntt 
and for that of the Maninia of Ripon and thanking 
the Government for appointing tlie lion Sir S P 
Bmha a member of the ViceroN * Execntne Council 
and the Right Hon Mr Amir All a member of tlib 
Privy Council 

The delegates from each Pruviuce were then re- 
quested to elect the Subjects Committee and the 
Congrew adjourned 

On the second day the first place was given to the 
Regulations under the India Council Act of 1900 
and Mr Surendranath Baunerp moved Resolution IV" 
embodying the Congress view It ran 

That this Congress while gratefaHy approoiatmg 
the earnest and orduons endearonrs of Lord iforlev wnrl 
Lord Minto m extending to the people of this country a 
fftzrJy LTeraJ meagare of caxa^toitonal reiormg, as now 
embodied in the India Councils Act of 1909 deems it its 
duty to place on record its strong sense of disapproval of 
the creation of separate electorates on the basis of religion 
and regrets that tlie Regulations framed under the Act 
have not been framed in the same bberal spirit in which 
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Lord Morley’s despatch of last year -was conceived In 
particular the Regulations have caused widespread 
dissatisfaction throughout the country by reason of 

(а) the excessive and nnfairlj preponderant share of 
representation given to the followers of one particular 
religion , 

(б) the iin]ust, invidious, and humiliating distinctions 
made between Muslim and pon-Muslim subjects of His 
Ma]esty in the matter of the electorates, the franchise, 
and the qualifications of candidates , 

(c) the wide, arbitrary and unreasonable disqualifica- 
tion and lestiictions for candidates seeking election to the 
Councils , 

(d) the general distiust of the educated classes that 
runs thiough the wliole coui-se of the Regulations , and 

(e) the unsatisfactory composition of the non-official 
ma]orities in the Provincial Councils, rendering them 
ineffective and unreal for all practical purpose* 

And this Congress earnestly requests the Government 
so to revise the Regulations, as soon as the present elections 
are over, as to remove these objectionable features and 
bring them into harmony with the spirit of the Royal 
Message and the Secretary of State’s despatch of last yeai 

Mr Suren dranatli Bannerji pointed out 

It IS no exaggeration to say that the Rules and Re- 
gulations have practically wrecked the Reform scheme as 
originally conceived with a beneficence of purpose and a 
statesmanlike giasp that did honour to all that are 
associated with it Who v recked the scheme ^ Who 
converted that promising experiment into a dismal 
failure ^ The lesponsibility lests upori the shoulders of 
the bureaucracy Is the bureaucracy having its 

revenge upon ns for the part we have played in securing 
these concessions ^ 

One point he stiongly urged was the disqualification 
of many of the most distinguished men by the 
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qualificationA demniided for eligil)ilit\ tnrtlicr the 
non-oflltial majority una a delusion for nomineos of 
the rovorninent UKiialU \oted with the Go\ommont 
Still let them not abandon hope 

Lot un wjo to it that in the depths of i or desperation 
wo do not forjfot the immomorial tmditionh of oar mco, 
or ronoonco tho nnaltorohlo faith which is onr* in the 
nltimato triomph of consttlntional and nffhtoons tocans 
for tho attainment of National regonoration 

DewanBalmdur 1 A. Gonndnmgliava Iyer seconded 
the Reflolntion dealing oapecially with his own Pror 
ince and showed that to soy there was a non-ofBcml 
majonty in ^Madras was a tmvestj of truth” 
3Ir Hanchandrai Vishandas said that tho preans of 
praiw? sung in cliornn m the last Congress were a 
little too prenoos and tlie benedictions of their 
leaders were premature Mr S\ od Hawin was 
against all commanal representation TTie Hon 
Munshi Gnnga Prasad Tannn analysed tho effect of 
the R^nlntions in the U P Hr J B Petit showed 
that religions and race hatreds wonld be aroused by 
the Rog^ations if one minority were represented 
othere should be Tlie Resolution \ras further sup 
ported by Messrs Rajpal Kane l*andit Goknmnnath 
Misra Messrs Rambhuj Dutt Choudhuri Hamam 
Das and A. Choudhuri and unanimoualy carried 
Resolution V, urging the formation of Execntire 
Councils m the United Provinces the Punjab Eastern 
Bengal Assam and Burma was moved by Dr Tej 
Bahadur Sapm who rapidly outlined the history of 
Agra in respect to this question and showed the 
absurdity of a Frovmcecontaining 48 millions of people 
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being governed by one nnin, a Jjientenant-Goreinor, 
■svitbout an Executive Council Dewan Ijacliini Naiain 
seconded the Ec'^olution, and it vas suppoited by Lai a 
Hakaincband and Moulvi Abdul Qasnn, and earned 

Eesolution VI critici'^ed the Pan-jab Pegulatioii'; 
under tlie Act, and Mr Sundai Singli Bliatia, 
moving it, 'jnid that tlie educated coiuinunity of the 
Punjab Ava<^ in a state of piofound disappointment, 
boideiing on despaii For tlie fiist time a baiiier 
was laised betneen ]\ruhammadans and non- 
Muhammadans, tlie Ilindus were lelegated to a 
suboidinate position, and, in spite of all then efFoits, 
were thrown back Under Muliammadan rule, the 
highest offices weie open to Hindus, now they were 
sent to a back seat Lala Dhaimdas Run second- 
ed, and the Hesolutioii was earned 

Ml C T Chintamani moved Resolution VII, com- 
plaining of the treatment of the Central Provinces and 
Beiai, which had not even a Legislative Council, Beiar 
being peculiarly unfoitunate in that in disabilities 
it was British teiiitoiy, but fiom pri-vileges it was 
excluded as belonging to the Nizam Mr N A 
Uiavid seconded, saying that Berai was held from the 
Nizam on a perpetual lease, which was a doom of 
perpetual disfranchisement Being under British 
administration, they have no rights under the Nizam, 
and not being British subjects they could not be 
represented in British India The Resolution was 
earned and the Congress adjourned 

On the third day, Mr Bhupendianath Basu moved 
Resolution VIII, asking foi a modification of the 
39 



498 


Ticrw iin)u Tfia>nonT fou TEEra>oy 


Pfirtition of Bongnl, and appointing ilr Surendranath 
Banner]! and liimself ns n doputntion to England, to 
lay the question before the nathoritiefl and the pnblic 
He paid the Bengaliii would not rest until tho\ v-oro 
re-nnited for tho boys of eastern and western Bengal 
were now separated brought np under different ideals 
of manhood East Bengal was pohce-riddon tyrannised 
over boys were arreBlod and thouRandi of lads were 
being driTen into the camp of the extremists filled 
with bitter hostilit) The speaker concluded with a 
passage of splendid and momng eloquence doclanng 
that Bengal would never admit its cause was lost 

I stand before you, I a BongaH from Benfial, one of 
a very small nmnber of men who have been able to come 
to youp Province to attend this Congresa I stand before 
yoa, I stand at the bar of rov own eoantry I stand before 
the best and the highest men m all India, I stand like a 
neophyte at the altar which tod hare raised for the wor 
ship of emr Mother to plead for a mnse which toother* 
may seem to bo lost, to re«ntolise what to others msv 
seem a vanished hope. Gentlemen so long as the Ben 
gab race will last so long as the blood which flows 
through our veins courses through generations yet unborn 
BO long OS the picture of a United India remains on our 
TiBion so long as the mighty nver* of my native Province 
flow on in their maiesty and glory to the sea, so long as 
the field s and meadows of Bast Bengal wave in all their 
rerdant glory our cause will not be lost. So long as the 
inspiriting strains of Bande Mataram put new heart into 

S Derations of Bengalis yet to come our cause will not be 
it. For the moment we may have suffered defeat. For 
the moment the question seems to be settled but, God 
willing we shall yet turn tho defeat into victory 
And they did. 

ifr K. Ekambara Iyer seconded ilr Parameshwar 
IaI supported the Resolution and it was earned 
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Resolution IX was moved bj'- tlie Hon Mr 
G X Gokbale, and embodied the cry foi help from 
the Indians m South Africa He sketched the history 
of the Indians in the Transvaal under the Boers, the 
Crown, and the Colonial Government He then desciibed 
the endless negotiations and the bleaches of faith, and 
the long patient struggle of the Indians led by Mr 
Gu^ndhi , now the Congress said to the Government of 
India that 'Hhey have made endless repiesentations, 
but so fai they have produced no effect The time 
has come foi letaliation ” The Indians in South 
Africa weie engaged in the passive lesistance 
sti uggle 

What IS the passive resistance struggle ^ It is 
essentially defensive in its nature, and it fights with 
moral and spiritual weapons A passive resister re- 
sists tyranny by uudei going suffering in bis own person 
He pits soul force against brute force , he pits the divine 
in man against the brute in man , he pits suffeiing 
against oppression, pits conscience against might , he pits 
faith against injustice , right against wrong 

Mr Dipnarram Singh seconded, and Mi G A 
Hatesan supported Mr Hatesan has made this 
question his own, and he spoke eloquently out of a 
full heait and a mind stoied with facts Mr Malik 
Gu’dhanlal, Mr Iswara Saian, Pandit Dey Eattnii, 
and Messis C R Naidu and Lutchman Panday 
followed Then Mr H S L Polak, the delegate 
from the Transvaal, spoke, uiging India to sympathise 
with and to support the men who were suffering for 
India’s honour Mr Surendraiiath Bannerji called 
for monetar}'- help, and a collection was made amid 
great enthusiasm , Es 15,000 were soon collected, 
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and in linlf an hoar another 3 000 ^\ere added 
The Eesolation was formally earned 

III A Chondhnn moved Resolution X calling for 
the repeol of the Rognlntions giving the pover to 
deport and to keep m prison persons nrithout trml 
Mr H S Dixit seconded and Jlr A- S Krishna Rao 
supported the Resolution and it was earned 

Resolution XI on opening the higher grades in the 
Army to Indinus ^ras moved by Mr Sonathi Raja 
seconded by Sardar Gunnnkli Singh and earned 
Lala Sangam Lai moved Resolution Xll ^hich n^k 
ed for a Commission to enquire into the results of the 
laws restricting alienati m of land as grave diwatis 
faction was being caused by their operation in the 
Panjab He traced the history of tlie Punjab in 
relation to the large claw of yeomen propnetors 
there and showed how the causes which were working 
elsewhere in ludia to impoverish the agnoulturiats 
were also operating in the Punjab, and the land 
legislation was based on a mistaken idea Lala 
Bhana Ram seconded and Mr Mathra Das Lala Ram 
Sardar Mehr Smgh Ohowla and Mr B V Yidwnns 
all supported and the Resolution was earned 

Mr K M Samarth moved Resolution XTTT on the 
Pubho Service noting that Lord ilorley had repudiat 
ed Lord Curzon s translation of the Proclamation of 
1858 for m the Royal Message of 1908 he said that 
the Proclamation aimed at obliterating all distinc- 
tions of race ” Rai Bahadur Khandu Bai Desai 
seconded Dr Ranpt Singh spoke for the Medical 
Service, and the Resolution was earned 
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lle^olution XJV Avas inoYod b^ Mi Petei Paul 
Piilai, and dualt wdli tha hn^h pncus of food-stuffs^ 
and asked foi a Coninns^ion of Enqmiy Piofessor 
Y (t Kale seconded, and it was su}ipovted by 
^fr. Y'^acba and l^andit. (lovind Saliai Sharma, and 
can led. 

The President lno^ed fioin the Chair Resolution 
XY on the Saadeshi Movement , X^'^I on Education, 
XYII on the Separation of Judicial and Executive 
Functions , all of vhich ^^ele carried 

Resolution XVIII asked foi an eiiqniiy into the 
dissatisfaction existing in the X AV P Fiontiei 
Pioinnce, and it nas moved b) Mi Purushottam Lai 
Ml Sunder Singli Bhatia, in seconding, pointed out 
that there was no secmity foi life oi piopeity for 
Hindus in that Province, and that there was a special 
form of tiial, called Jii ga, in which a number oi Saidais, 
without any knowledge oi ciirainal law, tried and 
sentenced men to long teims of impiisonment The 
Resolution was earned 

The Piesident put from tlie Oliair Resolu- 
tion XIX, thanking Mr Hume, Sii William 
Y'^eddeibuin and Sii Heniy Cotton , Resolution XX, 
appointing the All-India Committee as elected , 
Resolution XXII, le-electing Messis D B Waclia 
and D A Khare as Geneial Secietaries, Reso- 
lution XXIII, thanking the few voiunteeis who had 
done the work usually done by students ten times 
then uumbei, coming forwaid when a circular fiom 
the educational authorities foiced the students to 
withdraiv. 
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Dr Te] Babndur Saprn then inntod the Congnas 
to meet m Allahalxid m the foliomng } ear, and the 
invitation wan accoptod 

AVith the vote of thankM and the President’s final 
speech, the Tiientj fourtli Congresa ended 

RESOLUTIONS 
rha OrlAf of Oon^rau 

L Rowlrod— Th*t tbii ConRrc*^ dpi n» to pUco oa mrord 
lU •enw ot tho jjroat anti Irroimimble lo« which tho ctmntry and 
tlio oommunitj hiii mta nod bj tbo dentha of Hr lyUinohan 
Ghoao and Ur Eomeah Lbaodn D tt, both ]«*t FnnidunU of 
tbo CongTTWt, Their aopdcoa to th errantry will altrayi 
remain cnVhrinod In the rcwllovtkm of their ooantrynwn 

II ftoaolmd— That tho Conjrmfcj rwvrdi lU amiae of tlio 
mat kae that thia 'i-rastrr haa aafliahied by the death of the 
Uarqoh of BIpon, who hr hi benoficent, pro^Tnaafre and 
liateainanllke poUor aa Viceroy of India, earned the li^Qg efteem, 
affection and gnticade of aO claim of Hia Uajeety'a aobjecta. 

Than^a of OoiHtraaa 

UL Beeolrod — That thia Ckngreaa thania the Goremment nf 
Hia Imperial HmieatT for appointlnn the Uon> llr 8. P Slnha aa a 
member of Hia Excellesoy th OorenuTr General • Exeentfre 
Cotmoi] and the Be. Hon. Ur Amir All aa a membor of khe Priry 
CoonalL 

[BoeXm] 

XXL Boealred — That Ihla Oongrei deairee to conToy to Sir 
WHUam Weddertaitn, Jlr A. O Homo Sir Henry Cotton, and other 
membera of the Britlah ComralttBo ita gratenil for their 

dliinterwted and ctxennons a en loea in the &uie of India a political 
ad ran cement. 

XxlU Beaolred — That th© thanka of thIa Oongreaa b© giren 
to the Tolonteora, who anpplled th© place of tho atndonta, wfth 
drawn by the Ednoaticmal Aathoritiea. 

ReppMentatlon 

[For Beaolnticni IV on Oonnofl fieforma, ae© pp 4DA, 406] 
CaacHitew f7 a cUt 

V Beeolred— That thi Conceal while regretting that Ob 3 
of the India OouncIIa Bill, nnder which po w er waa to be given to 
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till' Gtnonior-Gt'iicnil in Countil to tmilo lAotiUnc Councils to 

the heads of the Go\ormncnt ni the United ProMiiccs, the 
I’anjnb Uictein Bcnfjnl, Asmiiu and Burma, nas not jinbBod ns 
onfrinalh frimed, oaincstlv urges that at (ion niai bo taken at an 
enrh duo nndti the Act toiiente Ilvointne Countils in the above- 
named I’unintLb 

Pnnjah 

VI Rosohed — Th it this Congioss records its opinion that 
the Regulations frimed foi the R.injab, undei the Refoi m scheme, 
fail to gne sati'-f iction for the following rcasoiiK, ur — 

(ii) In (hat the numerital strength of the Council proiidod 
foi in the Regulations is not sulhtioiit to allow an adequate 
i-cprcsenbUion to all classes and interests of the population, noi is 
it commcnsunitc with the progit'ss made In this Pitnince, m 
matters soci il, educational, industiial and tommoi'ciul 

(h) In that tlie elected elemeut ]n’escribcd bj the Regulu 
(ions for the Local Council is iiiiduh small and nltogothoi 
insuihcient to meet the needs and requirements of this Pronneo, 
and comp ires \oi\ unfuiourablj with that accorded to other 
ProMiiccs, not iiioie advanced 

(c) In that the piinciplo of piotoction of minontios, which 
has been applied in tho case of non-JIuhamniadans in Proimces 
w hero they are in a ininorit \ , has not been applied in the case of 
non-Mnliamniudans who are in a ininoiit> m the Panjab, both m 
the ProMiicial and Inipeiial Councils 

(d) In that the Regulations, as framed, tend practically to 
keep out noii-Muhnmmadans from tho Impenal Council 

Bexn and 0 P 

VII Resohod — That this Congress dcsiics to gne o\'prassion 
to the dissatisfaction produced among the people of the Central 
ProvinccB and Berai bv tlio decision of the Government not to 
establish a Pionucial Legislatne Council for those tomtoiies, and 
bj the exclusion of Bcrai from paitmijiation in the election of two 
membeis of the Impenal Legislative Council by the landholdeis 
and membei’s of District and Municipal Boards of tho Central 
Pravinces, and this Congress appeals to the Government to remove 
tho aforesaid complaints at an eaily date 

Local Self’Goieinment 

XVIII Resoh ed —That this Congi’oss expresses its satisfac- 
tion that tho Secretaiy of State has recogmsed that the Local 
Solf-Go\ emraont Scheme of 1882, has not had a fair trial, and has 
pressed on the Goi eminent of India the necessity of an effectual 
ad^^ulCO m the direction of making local, urban and rural bodies 
1 eaily self -governing, and it expresses the earnest hope that the 
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Pablla Senriae 

XIII (a) That tbU Coo/TTw ffralpfalJj rwjffnlww 

thn ettortJ that har hwn u« to dnrfnfi tb« U*t three yoora 1 y Iho 
Sccietary of State fur India and tho tTwroy to jjjre pnurlooj effoot to 
Uw p< IhJT 1 Id down In tho itrent Charter oMS3^ and rdtoiatod 
In Uia llnjettr’a moaaaffB of U t jrar of oblltorntlnif (UiUnctlona 
of raco In oonfcrring hlRhor otBcm on tho people of India In the 
pablfc Sorrico of tho country 

That thia Conpota, hofreror I atronffljr of opinion that In 
order to carry oot thit polloj effort rely tho ReaolatJcm of tho 
Uooao of Oomrnona of £nd Jane, ]893, ihonld be frlren effect 
to, and all oxa Itiatl n b 11 In Enfrhmd only ihoald bo 
dmnltaneoQaly hold In I dirt and In Cnfrland, and afl flrat ppolnt 
Bjenta fo tho high r branchoa of th Pabllo Bcrrloo which are 
mado In India, ih tU I beby compotltlro eaaralnatloi] onir 

(b) That this Oungreaa thanfca tho Secretary of State (1) For 
Ula dosMteh regarding lb employiDCDt is tho aepoHor poata of 
tbe Ciril Uodlc^ Serri'e f (uallffod raedlcsl men, oot belonging to 
tho Indian Uodical Sorrtce and earoettly m(Do«ta the Goremment 
of India to take earlr a rlon in the dlirrtloD pointed oot by 
the Secretary of State ({) That in the intemta of the pablie 
the medteal aerriue and the profeaaiem, aa weU aa for the sain ol 
economy In expoodltorc, thia Congreo, concnrriDg wdth pnrHoos 
Oongreasea, orifina the vonetilotto of a dIatlEKt Indian Chrll 
iledioal Sarrloo wholly fodependeot of the Indian Uilitaiy Hed^T 
Serrloe. 


High PrlD«a of Food-atrxffa 

XIV Beaolred — That this Oongreaa Ji of opinion that, haring 
regard to the high prloea of food-«tcfla anreat daring tho peat 
aoreral rwara, and tbo hardahipa to which tho middle and poore 
olaaen In partiaalar are put Uwreby an enquiry by a properly 
conatitatod Oom m iaakin hoald be Inatltnted by the Gorornment 
into the oeosea of ettoh high pricoa, with a rlow to aaoerialn how far 
and hy what ramediea that erO oould be rwmnred or its effeota 
minimlaad. 


Swodeahl 

IT aeaolred— That this Oongrore aooordi Its mort cordial 
s u pp or t to the Swadeshi Uorement, and fw]l« upon the people f 
the country to lahoor f r Ita anocesa br making oarnoet andSMtaln 
od efforts to promote tho growth of Indnsttos, capable of 
darehipmenl In th cotmtrr and to reapond to the efforts of 
producers by glring rreferenoo whenera prartloablo to Indian 
prodoota orer ImporUa oommodiUoa, oren at a weriflee 
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Education . 

XVI. lioMtUovl — Tlmt (hitj Coni'll t.*, is of ojnnum (hat the 
Com niinont nJiouhl t^iki* iiiiiiuMhato p(op‘i 

(o) to mako I’umiu) Etlunitum fico at oiveo and fjr uhuilly 
tompulfcorj' tliroiii'Jiont tlio touiitii 

(l>) to nssii^n huf'Ci Hams of iiioiioj to Scooiidan iiiid Higher 
Hdut itioii (hjiecial eiitmnngemcnt hoiiig gnon n licre iiccofasai}' to 
educate all backward chisscs) , 

(r) to make ndcqu ito j)ro\ ihioii foi iinjiai Ling Industrnl and 
Tt'Lliiiaal Education m tlic dilTcieiit Picniutes, liai mg ix'gurd to 
loc \1 icquircmcnts , and 

(d) to giM' c(rccti\e \oict to the le iders of Indi m jniblit 
ojunioii in shaping (he polit} .tnd s\stim of Education in 
tins counti} 

Tliat m the opinion of tins Congn ks the tune h is aiinod foi 
people all cnor the counti^ to take up eauiestl, the c]aefction of 
supplementing ecisting iiistitiitioiiH and the effoits of Goccinmeut, 
by organiBing foi themsoh cs an independent sc stem of Literary, 
Scicntilic- Technical, and Industrial Education, suited to the 
conditions of the different Pronnees lu the countiy 

Separation of Judicial and Executive Functions 

XVII Rosohed — (a) That this Congress places on i-ccoid its 
seubo of logrct that notwithstanding the hopes held out by 
Gocornment that the Executive and Judicial functions were soon 
to he separated, no effective steps ha\ o been taken m that diTOC- 
tion, and tins Cougi'csb, coiicuiung with previous Congi'cssos, 
urges a complete separation of the two functions without delaj' 

(b) That this Congress, concurring with pienons Congresses, 
urges that the Judicial Sernco in all pints of the coimtiy should be 
rcciuited mainly from the legal iirefession 

Permanent Settlement 

XIX Resolved — That this Congress, concuiiing with pievious 
Congresses, uigos 

(a) A reasonable and dofmite limitation to the State demand 
on land, and tho inti oduction of a Peiiuanent Settlement, or a 
Settlement lor a period of not less than sixty years m those 
Previucos w'heie shoit penodical Settlement revisions prevail, as, in. 
tho opinion of this Congiess, that is the only moans of ameliorating 
the present unsatisfactoiy economic condition of the agricultural 
population , and 
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(b) A redoctioQ of tJio annunlljrf^TOiring mUltaiy oipcndlttm) 
whkh now nt^urb* ncnriy ono-thIM of tlio Lroplrc rcrrua#' lc«y 
iog an imuloqaiit© porHon only of the baUnco armfUbln for Ihe 
manj objocia of ^ Qttlity apcdally Eduwtkm ami Bonltatlon 

whkh art) yet greatly rtairptl. 

N W F ProvincB 

XT. Rtaolrod — Tbit In tIow of the promlonce of aorfona 
lUmtlcfactlon amotig tl>« poc»plo of the N W trOTtler Prorinco 
with tho character of tho odmlnictnitkm ondcr which they lire 
thla CongreM canwatlv mgea the doremmoat of India to order 
a pobUa enquiry into their complalnta oad take atepa to roraedy 
the diaodrant goa omler which il cr laboor aa coDipaird with tho 
populntjon of the PanJ h. 

FormM 

Till Rcaolvod— That Mr D E. Wacha and Mr Daji Ahojl 
Khare be appointod Qeneral Sccrotarica for the enaulng year 

IHT Roaolrod— That the neat mwtlDg of the Indian 
national Oongrraa be held at AUahahed after Cbiiatmaa, 1010. 



CHAPTKR XXV 


The Tweiity-fifth National Congiess met at Allahabad 
on the 26th, 27th, 2Sth, and 29th December, 1910 
The Congress Pavilion was pitched on a plot of 
ground opposite the Foit, and it was quaintly 
designed with twenty-five sides and tw^enty-five 
doors, w'lth a picture of a President ovei each door 
636 delegates attended, and some 4,000 visitois 
gathered to take pait in the pioceedings The 
delegates wmre distiibuted as follows 


Madras 

121 

Bombay (80) Smdh (58) 

138 

Bengal 

85 

U P 

202 

Panjab 

27 

C P 

16 

Berar 

8 

Behar 

39 


636 


It will be noticed that the Central Provinces 
and Berar are here definitel}'^ separated, and we 
miss Burma from the roll 

Sir William Weddeibuin had been elected as 
Piesident, and he came over from England m the 
hope of surmounting the diificulties that were dividing 
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tho National Part) on ono Bid< from tlio Sumt trnublo, 
on the other from the wcnlgo dn\on in hotneon the 
Hindnw and tho MnhatnnmdnnH b> introducing tlie 
religious quefltion into olectionoonng Tho lion 
Pnndit Snndorlal as Chairman of the Poccption 
Comnntteo welcomed tho IVsidont and the delegates, 
and was able to say that both tho Civil and ^Iilitar} 
anthontiea bad helped tho Committee in making the 
necessarj" arrangements After reference to seveml 
losses of the old pillars of the Congress he welcomed 
Sir William Wedderhum whose ceaseless labonrs for 
India 8 welfare had made him beloved by ever\ Indian 
Then followed a touching reference to the possingomiy 
of H I M Edward VII and Io\al homage to his sne 
oessor with a word of gladness for the promised 
visit of the new Kmg Emperor and hw Consort 
The changes in the ^ iceroyalty and the Secretary 
ship of State were noted and the attention of the 
new Viceroy Lord Hardinge was called in a few 
brief sentences to the claims of Education, the 
Separation of Judicial and Executive functions and 
the need for the establishment of an Executive 
Conned in the TJ P Sir William Wedderburn was 
going to hold a Conference of Hindus and 
Muhammadans it was noteworthv that m District 
and Municipal Boards ra the TJ P where there were 
no separate electorates out of 008 members of 
Difftnot Boards the common electorate had returned 
446 Hindus and 189 Muhammadans and m 906 
Munioipnlitiee 502 were Hindns and 310 Muham 
madaus showing that in a Province where only 
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oue-seventli of the population weie Muslims, Hindus 
had voted for them in laig*e numbeis Sir John 
Hewett had said that it would be a great pity to 
disturb their amicable lelations b}'^ introducing 
leligious dilfeiences into elections 

MlT Surendianath Bannerp moved that Sir William 
Wedderbuin take the Chan in a speech of waim and 
grateful piaise foi his long andedevoted sei vices to 
India The motion was seconded by Mi D B Wacha, 
supported by the Hon Rao Bahadur R N Mudholkar, 
the Hon Mr H Subba Rao, the Hon Lala Haikishan 
Lai, Mr Tusuf Hasan, and the Hon Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, and he ivas installed amid enthu- 
siastic cheeis 

The President began by asserting his faith in the 
future destiny of India ‘‘ India deserves to be 
happy ” They had reason foi hope in the reforms 
lately mtioduced, and these should result in a spirit 
of conciliation and co-operation The chief differences 
were (1) between European officials and educated 
Indians , (2) between Hindus and Muhammadans , and 
(3) between Moderates and Extremists He then 
dealt with these seriatim, makmg fai too little of the 
“ indiscriminate house-searchmgs, prosecutions and 
other processes in pursuit of offences ” , then urging 
harmony under (2) and (3), 

The President next classified Congress work as (1) 
constructive woik in India, educating and organising 
public opinion, (2) representations to Government, 
and (3) propaganda in England The latter he urged 
veiy strongly The newborn spirit of self-reliance 
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good but it yhonld not degonornto into dislike 
of people from other Innds The United Status 
of India ” under tho regis of the British Empire 
need not be ver} long in coming if the leadora 
of India worked hand in hand \nth the British 
people 

Mr D F AVneha rend telegrams from 5ilr Dada 
bhni Naoroji Dr Resh Behan Gliose and others and 
Afr D A* Khare asked the delegates to elect their 
representatives on the Subjects Committee Tlie 
Congress rose for the day 

The second dai opened with the President putting 
the first three resolutions from the Chair Hesolution I 
was an expression of profound gnof for the deoth 
of King Edward \ II which was passed standing 
and in silence Resolotion II offered the homage of 
the Congress to King George Y and welcomed the 
proposed rwit of the King and Queen and passed 
by acclamation Resolution 111 welcomed the new 
Viceroy Lord Hordinge ond appointed a Com 
mittee to draw up an Address to him from the 
Congress and named the deputation to wait upon 
him to present it Sir 'William AVedderbnrn noted 
^ that It was for the first time tliat the Congress 
was to be received in fneodly personal recognition 
by a Viceroy ” — the first we may add of many 
acta whereby Lord Hnrdiuge showed hia sympathy 
with Indian feehng The Resolution was unanimously 
carried 

Resolution IV on the appointment of the Law Mem 
her to the Viceroy s Executive Council being hmited to 
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intMiiber-' <if the Knglibh Bar, and uiging tliut AdA'o- 
c.itc-^ and Vakils should also be eligible, -was moved 
by the Hon Mi vS Sinha, who pointed out that it 
was unwise to le'^trict the field rif clioiee, and noted 
that ])i Bash Behai i Ghose wa^^ a Vakil, and was 
ceitainl\ not below .i Baiiistei in qualilications Rao 
Baliadui B X fsaiina seconded, lemaiking on the 
eminent ^'aklls who had adoi ned the profession in 
Madras The Resolution was earned 

Ml G A Vatesan was once moie called to move 
the Resolution on Indians in tlie Colonies (Xo V), and 
said that the sutTei mgs of Indians in South Afi ica w ere 
indeed well kiiowm to them all He uiged the duty 
of the Biitish Goveinment to piotect its subjects, 
and jnaised the heioism of the passive lesisters 
Ml Manilal Doctoi seconded, and spoke of the 
oppression sutleied by Indians in Mamitius The 
Resolution was suppoited by Mi Ragliunandan 
Piasad and Mi Debi Piasad, and cairied 

Re^'Olution VI, supporting the Sw^adeshi Movement, 
w^as moved by Mi C T Chmtamani, who uiged the 
duty of educated people to help indigenous industries 
by using then pioducts The imports of foieign 
goods inci eased, and even shawds w^eie being bi ought 
in flora abroad, pui chase of Home goods should be 
made easy by setting up Swadeshi stoies, foi, as 
Ml Ranade had said, India had “ come to be regard- 
ed as a plantation of England, gro-wing law produce 
to be shipped by British agents in Bi itish ships, to be 
worked into fabiics by British skill and capital, and 
to be le-expoited to India by British merchants to 
40 
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tlioir corresponding Britiab Anns in Indm through 
their British ngonts ’ 

Mr Titendmlal Bannerji flotoiidod niid urged tlmt 
at overy gncrificc ITomo goodn sliouhl ho utiiKi Tlio 
Resolution wna anjuiorted by Messrs Dwnrkanntli, 
D V Krishna Rao Snuhindm Pm*ad Basil and 
Lokamnl Chellamin and earned 

ilr Jogendmnath Mukcrji moved Resolution VII 
urging the Separation of Jadicml and Lvotutive func 
tiona and adding the proposal tlmt tlie Judicial Service 
should be recmited mainU from the legal profession 
He recalled the recommendation of separation by tho 
Police Oommiftsion of IrtOJ the Aleinorial of Lord 
Hobhouse and other* in 1880 Lord Canon included 
it m his t'^elve reforms hot did nothing and Lord 
Motley m 1008 gave it lus eonction StiU no effective 
step* had been taken The Hon Mr Bra] Kishore 
seconded giving a story from his own distnct n 
Mahant rang bells in his temple aud this nnnoved 
the Magistrate so be bade his orderly lodge a com 
plaint and the case came up before liim whereupon 
he oonvicted and fined the Mahant and gave port of 
the fines to the orderly 

Mr C P Ramoswami Aiyar said that speech on 
the subject ought to be needless under British mle 
as the British had always been peculiarly jealous of 
any executive interference with the administration of 
their laws But for the theory that the Collector was 
to be responsible for law and order and also ought to 
dispense justice no pleading for such reform would 
have been necessary under the British Crown On 
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tlio <'('( Olid ])ai lio iiood oiih ^ay tliat. in filling np 
tlie oilko of Jndg(' it '^eoinod to Lo thought that no 
tiaininijf na‘' noco^-'a!} ISo one na*' allowed to 
ina^'qneiado a^^ a doctoi nithont limning, noi uas an 
engineei enti n^'ted n ith a lneoniot)\ e n itliout tiaining, 
hut “ to adininistor •jiistne, the one '^nir cpia is 
that nothing need he known of tin* jninciples of 
law ” The llesolntion wa^ cMiiied 

The second da^’s woik came to an end Avitli 
Resolution YlIT, demanding Executive Councils foi 
the U P and the l^n iqah It was moved hy Pandit 
Gokhaiannath j\hsra, who hiiefly sketched the histoiy 
of the cieation of these Councils , in Loid Moile^^’s 
Indian Councils Bill, a clause w’as piovided to give 
them to the major Piovinces, but Loid Cur/on and 
Lord ^lacdonnell succeeded m mutilating the Bill, 
though passed in the Commons, when the Bill w’-as 
hefoie the Loids Stiong protests weie made, but, 
as usual, no attention w^as paid to them Mx P L 
Rajpal seconded in a vigoious speech, the Resolution 
was earned, and the Congiess adjoiuned 

On the re-assembling of the Congiess on the tlmd 
day, Bi Gour moved Resolution IX on Local Self- 
Government When Lord Ripon m 1882 planned the 
Local Self-Government scheme, all thought the people 
were to be entrusted with effective powei in adminis- 
tering local affans, but when he left, theie was re- 
action , official Chan men, Collectors and Tahsildars 
wexe appointed to District and Taluq Boards, and took 
over all power Things went from bad to worse till 
the Decentralisation Commission was appointed The 
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CongroCT aaked that nil Local Bodies from Village 
Panol]aj*atR npwardn should be mndo elective and 
all chairmen and secretaneM should lie elected 

The lion Mr G Rnghavn Rno seconded, and 
laid gpeoml etrea* on the election of non-ofllcml 
chairmen Mr il Rninihnndm Rno dealt spectalh 
with the financial aspect and after a Hindi speocli 
from llnuahi Sankata Pmsad tlie Resolntion ViTis 
earned 

Ikir Amhikacharan Moziimdar moved Resolution X, 
protesting Rgamat the Partition of Bengal It was 
no dead iraue os it had been called and arnart 
eTprewiona did not atnmp out vital gnevnnees 
There waa no settled fact in politics and it was 
nseleas to charge them with sedition VTien tliere 
IB a raptore between a settled (Tovernment and its 
people the presnmption is genemllv against the 
former A great man lind eaid that " a Nation is 
not governed when it has perpetually to be con 
quered and the Bengalis were not well governed if 
they had to be continually repressed God grant 
that Lord Hardinge might open a new era [The 
prayer was granted ] Dewan Bahadur C Karunatara 
Menon seconded and Mr Niharan Chandra Da* 
Gupta supported. He said that the wail of Bengal 
-was no longer heard because the people were muixled 
■by repressive measures remo've the matzle and the 
cry would again be heard The Resolution was 
earned 

Resolution XI embodied the old grievances of 
Undians in the Medical Service it was moved by 
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Sn Bhakliandra Knslma, ‘loconded by Dr. ]lan3it 
Singb, '^uppoiled by Dr IT D Pant, and earned 

Mr J Clnmdbun in«)vpd Ki^^olutum XII, praying 
tliat tbe Seditions Meetings Act should not be le- 
enai ted on its e\]nn , and that tlic Piess Act slionld 
be at once leinoved “ l^ubbe ineihings and public 
speeches aie beconniig a thing of the past. 'Phiis, 
it IS a inea'-ure of first-iato coeicion for siippiessing 
the eNpre^sion of public ojnuiou ” 

It IS a shame and a scandal that the British Govern- 
ment slinuld not onl>» (urtnil tlie liberty of the press, 
but finme a Ian nhicli mil interfeie mtli the setting up 
of nen piniting pi esses, and thus indncctlv check the 
spread of knon ledge in tins honighted coiintr}' The 
Ian of sedition in this countrx is elastic enough If the 
lun nould go any gi eater length, then ail oui libertiea — 
induidunl, personal and communal — will be .it an end. 

Ml A S Kiishna Rao seconded, and pointed 
out the unfan ness of piesuming guilt against a 
publishei by demanding secmity before he had 
committed any fault Mr Dwaikanatli, supporting, 
said that these measures had paralysed the public 
life of India People weie afiaid of 30ining any 
public movement The 0 I D “ is a real terror to 
the people,’^ foi “ oui public men are always at the 
meicy of the members of the C I D ” Mr Yusuf 
Hasan also suppoited, and the Resolution was 
cairied 

The Resolution (XIII) on Elementary Education 
was moved by Mr V Y Jogiah Pantulu, seconded 
by Ml Ganpati Krishna Chitale, supported by 
Pandit Hirdaynath Kunzru, and carried 
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He»olntion \n asking for a Commission of 
Enqiur\ into >xponditnre tvns mo\ ml b) ifr Is Af 
Samartb seconded by Mr N A Dmsnd and earned 
Heaolntion \A' dealt Tntli the Council RegiilationB 
and the mover Dr Sntish Chandra Ilannor]! Rpoke of 
the bitter disappointment caused b^ tlie Regulations 
vrhith had >\Teckcd. the Refonn scheme Dr Tej 
Bahadur Saprn seconded asking that the Regulations 
might at least deal m|uaIU nith all comnmnitios 
Rai Bahadur M Adinanw'aua lynh and tlio lion 
Mr Harclinudmi \ lahandns supported and Nasvab 
badiq Ah Khan made a strong appeal to Ins fellow 
Muslims to be united and patriotic and for tbe sake 
of t^rtain paltry gains in the Semtes or m the Conn 
oils do not sacrifice the larger liopes of an ampler daj " 
Shaik Fan and Sir lusaf Hasan sopported bnt on 
the latter saMng that it was not honest of the ilnshm 
League to demand an unfair amount of representation 
he was cliecked b\ the President and Air Surendra 
nath Bannerji supported by loud cheers dissociated 
the Congpress and hirDself from the remarks made 
The Resolution was tamed 

A gentleman wishing to move an amendment was 
Tnled out of order not having sent it in 

Resolution XVT deprecating the extension of 
■commonal representation to Local Bodies was moved 
by the Hon ifr if A. i/fimah who merely said it 
embodied his views The Hon Mr Muxharal Haq 
seconded, urging Hindns and Muslims to ]om 
hands Mr Syed Hasan Imam supported and it was 
earned. 
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Mr Gr K Devadhai mored Resolution XVII, 
urging tlie foirnation of Conciliation Boaids wlierevei 
distuibances ovei religious celebrations were feaied 
Mr Ramkumar Goenka seconded, and the Resolution 
was carried 

Three Resolutions weie then put from the Chair and 
carried XVIII, on lefoinis in the C P and Berai , 
XIX, on lefoims ill the Pan-jab, XX, on the desir- 
abilitj^ of 1 educing cable lates betiveen England and 
India The Congress adjourned 

On the fourth day, Resolution XXI, on Highei and 
Secondary, Industiial and Technical Education, was 
moved by Mi A B Patio, seconded by Mi Pulm 
Chandia Das, supported by Messrs Devi Piasad 
Sukla, V R Dixit, and Ramakant Malaviya, and 
carried Then the Piesident put from the Chair 
Resolution XXII, Simultaneous Examinations , XXIII, 
the Omnibus , XX IV, asking Loid Hardinge to show 
clemency to purely political prisoners, XXY, refer- 
ring some amendments in the Congress Constitution 
to a Sub-Committee, to report to the next Congiess ^ 
and XX VI, the All-India Congiess Committee 

Ml Suiendianath Banneiji then moved the thanks 
of the Congress to Sn William Weddeibuin, Mi A 0 
Hume, Sir Heni}’’ Cotton and the members of the 
British Committee (Resolution XXVII), and asked 
for Rs 39,000, and got Rs 40,000 there and then, 
also caiijnng the Resolution The Piesident put 
from the Chan a message of sympathy to the Indians 
m the Tiansvaal, one of aifection to Mi Hume and 
the G 0 M Resolution XXVIII, le-election of 
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General Socmtnnefl nntl Ke^olntion \\T\ fixing the 
Dpvt meeting of the Congrew in Cnh iitta on the 
invitation of ilr Bhupendranath Basu ^^e^p carried 
The Hon Air (t K Goklmlo nuvid lleiolntion 
XXX, convening thaak® of the Gougn «. to tUo 
President in a \rrv »h«juent and licaiitiful npoecli 
Pnndit Alotilal Nehru necondcd and it ^ms earned h} 
acclamation The Hon Pundit Snndirlal C I I* 
garlanded the President ali<* revelled a trcmt ndous 
ovation in Iuh clouiig h 

The Twentv fifth National Congrt^ss then di‘u»oUed 

RESOLUTIONS 
King U UesJ’* 

I E«*olrod — Th t tbi Conor*** dulir* to (Hre (•rpieMloo 
to iti profoond f t (ho nddeo und tmtlEoelr domln- of Hta 
Uott Hncloa* Utjoetj *KiD|; Edward VII wboao boDoSceat 
ra fpi will erer bo m re rabi* io the aoiut* of India f r the atep* 
cakea to oUiurtte race dlftiDetlone Is tnakliip; ajipotatmentji to 
hiftb fflce uid (or cbo mc«nmu of con Utatlonat reform dopted 
with a tiew to »**ocl te the people of thl* oonntry with tho 
admlnistniioD f thel aS Ir*. 

** Long LIto tb« Wing " 

II Beaolred — That thl* Conjp'ets offera Ita hamblo Komaffe 

and doty to the Khtjr Emperor Ocorpe V cm hU acceeaian and beg* 
to tonde to Ht* Jl an aanuwnce of ita profound lojalty 

and attachment to hi* aogtiat throue and peraon. The Conffrera 
eipiwe* It* deep and heirtfelt Joy at the ann imoem nt^ the 
propoaed riait if their Moat Gtatrfou* UaJeatlM, Kim? Geonr* and 
Queen Uaij to India, In 1911 

Lal«|aUoD to Lord Harding* 

nr Beaolred — That (a) this Congreu In offering Its waini and 
rwoeotful welcome to Hl» Excellenoj Lord HardJnga, Viceroy 
and Gorernor Oenerai of India, beg* to coorey to Hb Eirellanoy 
an a*inec*t aaturmnee f It* deatre to ro-opemte loyally with the 
Goremment in promoting the welfare of tl» people of tho country i 
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(b) tins Congiess resohes that a sub-Committee consisting 
of the following gentlemen be appointed to prepare an address to 
be presented to His Evcellencj in the name of the Congress by 
a deputation headed by the President 


The President 
The E'^-Presidents piesent 
The Geneial Secretaries 
Hon Mr Rhupendianath Basil 
(United Bengal) 

Ml Ambikachamn Mo^iimdar 
(United Bengal) 

Hon Ml N Siibba Rao 
(Madias) 

Hon Mr T V Seshagin lyei 
(Madras) 

Hon Mr M H Jiniiah 
(Bombay) 

!Mr N M Samarth (Bombay) 


Pandit Bishan Xarayan Dhar 
(United Provinces) 

Xavrab Sadiq Ali Khan 
(United Pionnces) 

]\rr Syed Hasan Imam (Behai) 
Ui H S Gom 

(Centi-al Provinces) 

Hon Rao Bahadur 
R X Miidholkai (Berar) 

Hon Ml Haikisban Lai 
(Panjab) 

Pandit Rnmbhu] Diitt Choud- 
hiin (Panjab) 


Legal 

TV. Resolved — Tliat in vie« of the fact that Section III of 
the Indian Councils Act of 1861 is understood in practice to limit 
appointment to the Office of Lav Member of the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council to mombeis of the English Bar, thereby greatly 
restricting the field from which a selection may be made, this 
Congress urges that the said section be so amended as to allov of 
Advocates, Vakils, and Attomejs-at Lav of Indian High Courts 
being appointed to tliat office 

VII Resolved — That (a) this Congiess places on recoid its 
sense of regret that notv ithstanding the hopes held out by the 
Government that the Executive and Judicial functions were soon to 
be separated, no effective steps have been taken in that dii-ection, 
and, concurnng mth previous Congresses, urges a comjilete separa- 
tion of the two functions vithoiit delnv , 

(b) this Congiess, concuinng with pievions Congresses, 
urges that the Tiidicial Scrv ice in all parts of the countrv should be 
recruited mainly from the legal profession ' 

Indians in the Colonies 

V Resolved — That (n) this Congress expresses its great 
admiration of the intense patriotism, courage, and self-sacnfice of 
the Indians in the Transvaal — Muhammadan and Hindu, Zoro- 
astnan and Christian, who, horeically suffering pcrsecntioii in the 
interests of their coiintrynien, arccarrving on then peaceful and 
selfless stiuggglo for clenientarv civil rights against heavv and 
overwhelming odds, and urges the Imperial Government to adopt 
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k Arm and dcjol {to atlltado ou Uw quratkm ao a* to rttnorr a 
great aoQTco of dlfcootrnt amonjjat tLo prop) of India j 

(6) thia Conprpfn bcgii ransrath to prcM npon tho 
OoTcrnm nt of Indl the nceciarftj- of problbltJn/f tho irmiltmrDt of 
Indontnred Indian lolxnir for nnr portlOT of the SoQth Wrica Union, 
and of doollng alth tho nttv^tlca there in tb« wmo manner at 
the latto deal nitb Indian trroata, ao lonft a* tber adhere to the 
aol&ah and ono-fcitlcd polk-j- wl Ich th r iirodaJm nnd i»nctl«r and 
pofiiat In thoir pn ■rent con rao fdonjing to IHi Uajntj ■ Indian 
thoir jnat right! aa dllw n of tho Frapiro ; 

( ) tbit Congreu ]»Tutcata ognlnat the di-cl rntioDi of ru 
rponaiblo atatetmon In fa onr f all wing the Helf Omernlng 
tiokmica in th BririaK F plre to mon pollac raat nn loTek>p«t 
terntorica fur ezoloaire white aettloment, and dermi it lU dntj to 
point ont that th policy of batting tho doo In the^e torritorlea 
agnintt, and denrlng ih righia f fall Britith dtitontblp to all 
Afletio nhjoct! 1 th Dnli h Crown while pirochlng nd 
enford g tb ppoalU poll y of tbe prn door In \*la, U fraegbt 
with gra m K.U f to the E plro nd ii aa onaijo aa It U 
imrightocm*ta 

Swodetht 

VI Bewi I ed— That thU Congreaa acrorda Its moat cordial 
BTXppurt to th Swadoahi Uoromoniv d cnila npon tho people of the 
eonnrry c labour for it aacceaa hr maLInc cureeat and ittatatood 
effort! to pTomoto tb growth of fndoatriee capahl of dorelopmont 
m thla coontty and to retpotK] to the effort! of Indian prodocera hr 
gfrlng preference, wkerwr prectlcabl to Indian prodnet! error 
imponed ijtnmoditlea, en at a aacriBco. 

Exwoatlvo Ootmoilai 

VILL Heaolred— That thi« Congreaa earn ktlr recotnmenda 
that *pe©dy ction be taken unde tbe Indian Coonofl Axjt to 
eatahliah Kxecntlre Ooandia In tho United ProriMwa of Agra and 
<J db and in the Panjah. 

1 Lioool S«lf>Oov*mm«nt 

Reaolred — That thj! Coogreaa exprenea Ita retltfactloii that 
tbe Secretary f btate baa recognlood that the Self QoTom 

ment acheme of 1SS(2 haa not had a fair trial and haa presaed on 
tbe Government of India the necoaaltT of an effeotoal adranco in the 
direction of making LocaL Urban, and Borai bodiea really Self 
Goreridng and it erpreoaea th eomeat b pe that the Oorenunent 
will be pleaaod to tako earlr atepa to make U Local Bodiea from 
Village Fanchayata npaaroa, eleotlre with elected nan^offloial 
Chairmen, and to ruppore them with adequate financial aid. 
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The Partition of Bengal 

X Eesolved — That (n) this Congi ess earnestly appeals to the 
Goveinmeut of India and the Sen-otarj of State foi India not to 
treat the question of the Paitition ot Bengal as incapable of 
reconsideration, but to take the earliest opportunity so to modify the 
said Partition, as to keep the entire Bengali speaking community 
under one and the same administration , 

(6) this Congress humbly submits that the lectification of 
this admitted erior Trill be an act of far sighted statesmanship 
It TTill restore contentment to the Proimce of Bengal, gii^e satisfac- 
tion to other Pionnces, and enliance the jirestige of Ills Ma 3 Cst 3 ’s 
Got emment throughout the counti v 

Public Service 

Medical 

XI ReBolied — That (a) this Congress thanks the Secrotaiy of 
State for his Despatch regniding the emplo^mient in the superior 
posts of the Civil Medical Sen ice, and earnestly requests the 
Government of India to take early action in the dnection jiomted 
out hy the Secrctaij of State foi India , 

(6) in the interests of the public, the medical senice, and 
the profession, as nell as foi the sake of economy in c\penditurc, 
this Congress, concurring ivith pienous Congresses, urges the 
constitution of a distinct Indian Civil Medical ScrTuce t\]io11v 
independent of the Indian rMditnrr) Medical Semce 

SxviuUnncoUh Evamivaitou’i 

XXII Resohed — That this Congress is of opinion that the 
Examination held in England foi the Indian Ci'il SeiMcc should be 
Bimnltaneonslj held in England and in India, and that all higher 
appointments Tihich are made in India should be made hy 
CompetitiTO Examinations only 

Confirmation of Previous Resolutions 
(1) Police 

XXIII Bosohed- That («) Conijietitne B\niiniintioiis for the 
rccmitment of the Police SeiT ice m the higher gmdes should be 
tliroTTUi open to all classes of Biinsh subjects, instead of being 
confined to candidates of British birth, and sucli examinations 
should bo held simultaneously in Engl ind and in India 

(?)) educated Indians should bo largoP omploTcd in tlie 
higher gindes in older to secure clhciciuT in uork , 

(c) eiihstment in the ProTincial Sor\ ice should he bT Com- 
pctitiTC EMiminatioii , and lasth, 



524 


now mpiA wEOuoirr fob Fcnnxjn 


(d) the District Officers wh art* the he*d of tio Pollcfl 
nhoold bo rolIirTT>d of Juifrtol wnrk »iwl all control orer the 
Maffistratew of the DNtrkrta. 

(2) Pen" / t 

Thata roaicmablearv*l lefinit Hn ftatf n to tie Stntp lemandon 
land and tho Introducikmof a P rmanent Settlement or a Be 1 1 lemon t 
for a period of not lew than riitr rear* In thoao rrm-Ince* where 
Sort {icriodlcal Settlcm 1 or R n f n prerail are In tho oplnkw 
of the Congreaa the onlr meon of amclkfTatlnff the present 
nnsatlafnctory conditions of th ffricoltuml pofnjlntkm. 

(3) if / t 0 Fxjrmii t re 

That In tho opinion f ihU Conffreea a rednetiou U niTreDtlj 
needed t the annoallr [rron ni. if Ut^rf FTpendlture which n w 
abaorb* netirif ono third of ibe Emp re a reTTDOc learin;! onlj an 
inadcqtmto portion f ih balanco arsUable for tnnnj object* of 
public ndUtT repccialljr Eldocatlon and HanltatloHy which arc ynt 
yrofttlj atarred 

Oo«»lon 

Pm«* 

Til Bcaolred — That harioir rtmrd to the atnte c 4 Ih« 
eotutTT clncc the paaring of the Beditioaa IIoeHoirs Act and the 
IndMii Pr&aa Act Conjrrea* eerneatlT prara that the former bo 
sot re-emoted at the exsbT’ of Ita term, and that the Utter be 
remorod from the Statute book with at doUr 

EklootitlDn 

Eteawat If Edacot a 

XHL Beaolred— That In the fypinkm at thlM Congre** the 
time baa arrived when a anbatantlal begl n nlDg ahoold be made In 
tho matter of EleraontarT Ed catloB-^ree and compolaory — 
throoghoTit tho oou trr 

HI Beaolred — TTiat thi Oongreta I f opinion that tho 
Gorernment ahonld take earij atepa 

Seeo daiy ad BiffMrr 

(a) to aatlffn lar^r aoma of moaej to Becondarj’ and Hlgrhor 
Edocatlon (aapedal eacoora/reioeDt bahig gi en where Deca*mif to 
edooate all backward Uasea) i 

JadKrfnoI and TVh tcnl 

(>) to maka adoqoate prorWon for Imparting Indoatrial and 
Tochnt^ Education In tho dlfforent Prcrrlncea, haring regard to 
local reqnireiDenta \ and 




